United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SEP 15 201

Ms. Cheryl A. Schmit
P.0O. Box 355
Penryn, California 95663

Dear Ms. Schmit:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated August 3,
2011, that the Office of Federal Acknowledgment (OFA) received on August 9, 2011. In your
request, you sought a copy of the “current narrative™ of the group known as the Amah Mutsun
Band of Ohlone/Costanoan Indians (Petitioner #120). You also requested a “copy of the index of
the records submitted to” OFA for the “Administrative Record.”

We have carefully examined our files and are enclosing copies of all narrative submissions
relating to Petitioner #120. Petitioner #120 submitted a 38-page narrative in 1995, a 57-page
narrative in 2002, and a 46-page narrative in 2003. OFA does not have an index of records for

. the administrative record for Petitioner #120. We have and release to you a copy of a 3-page
preliminary inventory of records on Petitioner #120, generated by the Federal Acknowledgment
Information Resource (FAIR) database system.

Out of 144 pages responsive to your FOIA request, we have withheld 5 pages and redacted 4
pages under Exemption 6 of the FOIA. Exemption 6 (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)) allows an agency to
withhold a private individual’s name, address, telephone number, and other genealogical
information, “the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy.” The information withheld and redacted includes genealogy information,
release of which would affect the privacy of living individuals. We do not perceive, nor have
you enunciated, any public interest that would be served in disclosing this data that would
outweigh the privacy interest of these living individuals.

In addition to myself, the official responsible for this partial denial is Ms. Laura Cloud, FOIA
Officer. This decision was also made in consultation with Ms. Barbara Coen, Attorney Advisor,
Office of the Solicitor. In accordance with 43 CFR § 2.28(a)(1) and 43 CFR § 2.28(a)(2), you
have a right to treat this response as a denial of your request. You may appeal this matter by
writing to:

Department of the Interior
Office of the Solicitor

1849 C Street, N.W., MS: 6556
Washington, DC 20240

Attn: FOIA Appeals Office



Your appeal must be received no later than 30 workdays after the date of the final response.
Appeals arriving or delivered after 5 p.m. eastern standard time, Monday through Friday, will be
deemed received on the next workday. You must include with your appeal copies of all
correspondence between you and the bureau concerning your FOIA request, including a copy of
your initial request and this letter. Failure to include this documentation with your appeal will
result in the Department’s rejection of your appeal. The appeal should be marked “FREEDOM
OF INFORMATION APPEAL” both on the envelope and the face of the letter. Your letter
should include in as much detail as possible any reason(s) why you believe the bureau’s response
is in error.

In your request, you are also seeking a fee waiver under 43 CFR § 2.19(b)(1), which provides for
a waiver of fees if the disclosure of the requested records is likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily for
commercial activity. Factors considered in determining whether disclosure of information “is
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operation or activities of the
government” are listed in 43 CFR Appendix D to Part 2. The statement provided in your request
for a fee waiver pursuant to 43 CFR § 2.19(b)(1) did not contain sufficient evidence to support a
finding that such factors exists. Therefore, your fee waiver is denied.

For purposes of this request, you are considered an “other requestor.” The cost of fulfilling this
request is broken down as follows: less than 15 minutes of search time, at no charge to you; 2
hours of managerial review time at $15.00 per quarter hour (8 x $15.00) for a cost of $120.00, at
no charge to you; and the duplication of 139 pages, with the first 100 pages at no charge to you
(139-100 = 39 pages at $0.13 per page) for a cost of $5.07. The fee for providing copies of these
documents is less than $30. Therefore, you are not being charged for any of the costs in
accordance with 43 CFR 2.16(b)(2).

Should you have any questions regarding this response, please contact me at (202) 513-7650.

Sincerely,

Director, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

Enclosures






Volume Level Inventory - Basic: Amah Mutsun Tribal
Band Petition Administrative Record

Documents Submitted by OFA - Administrative Correspondence [ACR]

2000.12.31

001. BAR/OFA Administrative Correspondence File for Amah Mutsun, Petitioner #120, 203 pp
1990 to 2000.

2004.12.31

002. BAR/OFA Administrative Correspondence File for Amah Mutsun, Petitioner #120, 376 pp
2001 to 2004. :

Documents Submitted by [AMB]

1995.03.02

001.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Reinstatement Request Document to President William 100 pp
Jefferson Clinton. »

1995.06.12

002.  Addendum to Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Reinstatement Request Document to 210 pp
President William Jefferson Clinton.

\

1995.08.22

003.  Addendum to Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Reinstatement Request Document to Holly "~ 77 pp
Reckord.

1995.09.07 4

004.  Addendum to Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Reinstatement Request Document to Holly 77 pp
Reckord. ‘

1996.09.20 °

005.  National Hispanic and California Native American Museum and Cultural Center. 22 pp

006.  Amah Mutsun Ancestral, Family and Pedigree Charts Volume I of V. 357 pp

007.  Amah Mutsun Ancestral, Family and Pedigree Charts Volume Il of V. 312 pp

008.  Amah Mutsun Ancestral, Family and Pedigree Charts Volume Il of V. 241 pp

009.  Amah Mutsun Ancestral, Family and Pedigree Charts Volume IV of V. 205 pp

010.  Amah Mutsun Ancestral, Family and Pedigree Charts Volume V of V. _ 296 pp

1996.09.27 .

011.  National Hispanic and California Native American Museum and Cultural Center. 23 pp

012.  Amah Mutsun PAF Ancestry File Diskettes. 2pp

1998.05.01
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013.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit A - "Study of Common and Particular California 197 pp
Indian Historical Factors and Condition."

014, Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit B - Video Documentary. 22 pp

1998.06.10

015.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit C - National Anthropological Archives Museum. 237 pp

1998.06.15

016.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit D - National Archives: 1928 California Indian 269 pp
Enrollment. '

017.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit E - National Archives: Foster Report. 25 pp

1998.06.24

018.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit F- National Archives: Sacramento Area Office. 201 pp
(1]

019.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit G - Local Library Research. 51 pp

020.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit H - Dorrington Report. 24 pp

1998.07.08

021.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit I - National Archives: Sacremento Area Office. 229 pp
(]

1998.07.14

022.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit J - Residency Analysis. A 55 pp

023.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit K - Unratified Treaties with California Indians. 95 pp

024.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Exhibit L - Kinship Charts. 286 pp

2000.09.06

025. " Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Constitution and Ordinances. 51 pp

2002.05.02

026.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Petition Narrative. : ‘ 61 pp

027. Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Petition Exhibits 1 - 21. 391 pp

028.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Petition Appendices 1-10. 266 pp

029.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Petition Appendices 11 - 21. 209 pp

030.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Petition Appendices 22 - 32. 356 pp

2002.09.19

031.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 1- 44. 227 pp

032.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 45 - 149. ' 419 pp
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033..  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 150 - 239. 370 pp
034.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 240 - 328. 361 pp
035.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 329 - 429. 359 pp
036.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Applications 430 - 717. 317 pp
037.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Family Group Records 6 - 256. 369 pp
038.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Family Group Records 297 - 805. 281 pp
039.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Family Group Records 822 - 900. 258 pp
040.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Family Group Récords 920 - 1035 285 pp
041.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Family Group Records 1038 - 2364. 316 pp
2003.08.15 |

042.  Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Updated Membership List. 75 pp
Total Pages: 9,163

|
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A Brief Historic Overview Pertaining to the Federal Status_of the
Amah-Mutsun Tribe - Costanoan Tribal Group from
the San Francisco and Monterey Bay Regions:
Tribes that were AdministrativelyTerminated
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1927 by
Superintendent L.A. Dorrington, Sacramento Agency

" Alan Leventhal (Tribal Ethnohistorian), and Irene Zwierlein (Chairwoman, Amah-Mutsun

-Costanoan/Ohlone Tribe)

Archaeological evidence attests to the fact that Native American populations occupied the greater
San Francisco-Monterey Bay regions for at least. 10,000 - 12,000 years. This evidence has been
published as part of a major Caltrans Project (Highway 101 Bypass) located in south San Jose at
site Ca-SC1-178 (Hildebrandt.1983) and also derived from prehistoric site Ca-SCr-177 (Cartier et.
~ al. 1993) located in Scott’s Valley near Santa Cruz. I ’ : o

. Over the millennia, California became one of the most linguistically complex areas of the world.

‘Within the Monterey/San Francisco Bay region several major languages were spoken by over 125
~"autonomous tribal groups. The San Francisco Bay region south of Marin to Monterey Bay was
- occupied by many Ohlone/Costanoan speaking tribal groups. .~ - - EE 3

Some Key Dates and Events _

~-in San Francisco/Montjerej‘y:_giB'ay‘Rérgi_or;i’,}iistbry o SR o  _

- “December 16, 1602 -

January.3, 1603 : v L ‘ ‘ 3
Sebastian Vizcaino sailed into Monterey Bay for repairs and supplies.- Various tribal members -
from the Costanoan (Esselen and southern Ohlone) rancherias visit and provide food for Vizcaino -
and his crew. ' L B G PR TP SR e ‘

Noveihbé_r,%, 1769 ,:- v T R S R AT
-* . Land expedition led by Gaspar de Portola and Fray Juan Crespi arrives-and establishes a settlement
- at MQn!CCI'CY Bay‘. ‘ . S o S - . S i » ‘ .

" The first Native Americimw'zi's‘ baiati.zved‘from the vﬂlage of Achasta ' : in;vf

" Advent of the Hispéno-Eli_rquéah ":Empiré o

- As the Spanish padres and militaryi.meh Ewere.‘e:s‘tablis,hi'ng a foothold for :the'vnqnhemmost}fromier e

of the Spanish Empire in“Alta California, they-came upon many villages of native populations
inhabiting the greater Monterey Bay coastline. - The Spaniards-called these collective, yet

" dutonomous, tribal groups Costanos* or Coast Dwellers. - At the time of contact, and prior to,
these Monterey Bay coastal populations comprised Esselen, southern Costanoan and intermarried

" and multilingual speaking rancherias, all of whom were taken into the fold of Mission San Carlos.
‘It was the converted Costanoan Indians, along with other Indians, who built and supported, as
indentured laborers, the seven northern Franciscan missions, presidios and pueblos within the
greater Costanoan region. The end result of the impact of European civilization, culminated in
- some cases with the complete destruction of many of these tribal groups. ‘ o
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L *(The term Costanos has since been Anglicized to Costanoan by linguists and anthropologist in
‘ order to classify the languages and culture of these tribes. Costanoan is also the classification
employed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs over this past century to identify all Ohlone/Costanoan
descendants of the aboriginal tribal groups who occupied the San Francisco/Monterey Bay

regions). ‘

The California Indian Tribal Side of_ History: A Perspective from the Amah-
Mutsun Band. ,

The doéuihénted,ahcestors of the preseni-day Amah-Mutsun Band were born before and during
~ the late 18th century; into a world experiencing the adverse impact of Hispano-European contact
‘and cultural transition.. - 2 o SRS

' Amah-Mutsun Band of Costanoan/Ohlone‘-Indians

The Amah-Mutsun tribe are represented by the. various. surviving lineages who spoke the
Hoomontwash or Mutsun Ohlone language. The majority of Mutsun speaking tribal groups
- were baptized at Mission San Juan Bautista, Some of the principal family members are historical
Native American figures (e.g., Barbara Serra Solarsano, her daughter Ascencion Solarsano de
- _Cervantes, Maria Guadalupe Ortega and her daughter Soledad Ortega Gilroy). Amah-Mutsun,
- people still spoke their language fluently at the turn of the 20th century. Among these speakers
~ was Ascencion Solorsano de Cervantes (a renowned Mutsun doctor), who also served (until her
- death in 1930) as principal linguistic.and cultural consultant to. J.P. Harrington of the Bureau of -
American Ethnology/Smithsonian Institution. Many of Ascencion’s descendants are presently
. tribal officers and members.  Joseph Mondragon, son of Maria Dionicia Mondragon (one of
" Ascencion's daughters), is presently the tribal administrator for the Amah Tribe. ‘

BT -~ Another principal lineage traces itself to-Maria Guadalupe Ortega. Guadalupe Ortega’s lineages |
have been traced through the San Juan Bautista mission records to the following rancherias: .
. Ausaima, Ochentac (Millanistac) and Unijaima. Maria Guadalupe's father was Eladio )
~“Lajaj (SJB. Bapt. #584), who was born at the-local Unijaima/Ohlone Rancheria of the San .
< Isidro/Gilroy area. 'Eladio's father was Serafin Chojois (a.k.a. as El Choto or pug-nose). Serafin
*was from the Ausaima/Ohlone Rancheria, located to the east of the Unijaima and north/northeast of
the Mutsun's of the San Juan Valley. Eladio’s: mother:was Teodora Ocrem, who was alsoe from
" the Ausaima/Ohlone Rancheria. Maria Guadalupe's mother was Anselma (SJB Bapt. #1796) who
" was from the Guachirrones/Ohlone. Rancheria of the Mountains to the west. It was Guadalupe
Ortega's daughter:Soledad ‘who married Caterino Gilroy (son of John Gilroy). The current
Chairwoman of the Amah-Mutsun tribe, Irene Zwierlein, is the great-granddaughter of Soledad
Ortega Gilroy. There are approximately 600 enrolled tribal members. -

Why is the Amah-Mutsun Band:not Federally Recognized Today?
. After conducting intensive genealogical and historical research over the past 12 years, as
', "Unrecognized tribes seeking Federal Acknowledgment, we found that during 1851-1852 Congress
authorized three commissioners to "treat” with the tribes of California. During this time 18
" separate treaties were negotiated with 129 tribes signing. 'We also learned that the treaties were set -
up to accomplish two basic goals: first, to formally cede, through treaty, the majority of California
to the United States Government; and second, to set aside 8.5 million acres of land in the interior
of the state to be used by the California tribes as reservations lands (see attached map). Due to the
prevalent attitudes held by the "post-conquest" elected California Senators toward Indiang, these 18

3
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treaties were never ratified by Congress. Apparently, they. were also suppressed by the Senate,
until their rediscovery in 1905. During this post-American-conquest period (1851-1905) many of
the California tribal communities were recognized as existing by the United States Government,
but were not entitled to receive any benefits, subsidies or land. The bottom-line was that these
landless (and in many cases homeless) Indians had to fend for themselves as individuals or
individual families. = . B

This psychological and sociological impact on our respective tribal communities and families was
devastating; so much so that it led Kroeber (one of the founding anthropologists at U.C. Berkeley)
to-conclude in 1925 that the Costanoan Indians were "extinct as far as practical purposes are
concerned”. This academic death knell would ultimately influence the ensuing generations of
educators, politicians scholars and other public officials to accept, if not further, the absoluteness
of tribal extinction. Furthermore, with the exception of J.P. Harrington, almost all of the early
historical and anthropological "studies" failed to identify or discuss contemporary Native American -
. realities of ever-changing mid-19th and 20th century cultural, community and family
environments. - Against immense odds and at times adverse conditions, our ancestors had to
formulate strategies for survival. As potential marriage partners from our respective tribes became
~less and less available, due to population shifts and declines, as well as, changing economic
* conditions, ancestral tribal members continued to intermarry with other Indians from adjacent and
nearby -tribal groups. This intermarriage pattern nonetheless. provided for the biological
continuation and cultural identity for our respective tribal groups. ; '

Even though our ancestors continued to give birth and speak'Indian languages, the realities of our
communities-became more and more invisible to the dominant society, including the scholarly
community. Therefore, the process of pronouncing-our tribal groups extinct continues to this.
present day (see Kehoe 1992 as an example), even though Kroeber publicly reversed himself =
‘during the 1955 California Claims hearings in San Francisco-and Berkeley. Furthermore, Heizer o
(Kroeber's student, colleague, and co-author) formally published the full text of the claims.docket

. document in a Berkeley Anthropological Publication series in 1970 (Kroeber and Heizer 1970 -

-+~ Contributions of the University of California Archaeological Research Facility, Papers on
. ~California Ethnography, No. 9). - R N D ' v

- Independently of the extinction pronouncements discussed above, we also discover that all of the
known Costanoan-Esselen communities apparently were recognized by the United States
Government. and BIA. The various aforementioned tribal groups appear in several special -
censuses between 1902-1906, which were conducted by special agent C.E. Kelsey on behalf of
the BIA/Interior Department.  These tribal communities also appear on the official 1913 BIA tribal
map for California (see attached). Here on this map, by 1913, we find that the Ohlones all but '
disappeared, as identifiable Costanoan Indians. - LT

In 1924 American Indians became citizens of the United States, We also know that Native
Americans throughout the different regions of the United States had served in all of its major wars

- including the American Revolution, The War of 1812, the Bear Flag Revolt, the American Civil
War, World War I, World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam, and Desert Storm. '

Perhaps one of the most"-cm:cial_ and pivotal; yet historically invisible and devastating, events

“happened in 1927." This single event adversely affected many of the abori ginal tribal communities
of California. This unilateral decision occurred just one year before the enactment of the California
Jurisdictional Act of 1928. It was perhaps the single most disenfranchising process that would
administratively terminate and therefore, ultimately deny Federal Acknowledgement

- 1o all of the Ohlone tribal communities. This process.of administrative termination did not take

- place in Washington D.C., but. from the armchair and desk of Mr. L.A. Dorrington,

Superintendent of Indian Field Service in Sacramento, California. ~
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As a result of responding to an update status requested by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

regarding the purchase "of land for homeless California Indians”, Superintendent Dorrington,

 appears to have solely relied only on Kelsey’s 1902-06 census data, rather than conducting any

field/on-site tribal community needs assessment. Mr. Dorrington responded to the

: Commissioner's request with the following information and pronouncements about the
- Ohlone/Costanoan tribal communities: o ‘

Monterey County

The Indian population of Monterey County is small, consi'stinAg of approximately 79
 persons, distributed as follows:

PIEYLO. it eceeenenntineenianianaaees 26
SN 103 [0 1 DRSSO SOr: veenasas 25
CMALPItAs. oot e e 8

L Z.Thé,Ple_yto band have provided their own homes and are not m need of any home site..

 The Milpitas band do not require land for home site. -

~ San B'eni't.o -County

- 'InSan Benito County we find the San Juan Baptista band, which reside in the vicinity of
" “'the Mission San Juan Baptista, which is located near the town of Hollister. These Indians -
- have -been well cared fi he Catholic priests and no land is required (see Dorrington. = - .
- letter June 23, 1927). Do R Lk R : e

b";C‘oncludihg Comments about our Disenfranchisement from Federal Recognition

and Dorrington's Decision to Administratively Terminate our Tribes.

It is.our position that.had Dorrington conducted a responsible assessment as a public official, rather
- than evaluate the needs of the Costanoan/Ohlone Tribal communities from his arm chair, we
. believe that our tribal communities would have received home sites ‘with:the funding provided by
special legislation for homeless Indians in California. Furthérmore, had the purchase of home sites
“been accorded to any families from our respective tribal communities, then those purchased lands
wold have, by statute, been allocated rancheria/trust land status for the tribe. Therefore, our
_respective tribal communities would be Federally Recognized today. The fact that Dorrington did "
not adequately evaluate or identify the needs of the many Central Coastal Tribal communities, led
him, either intentionally or unintentionally, to unilaterally and administratively terminate our
relationship with the United States Government, and in final analysis ultimately undermine our -
~ only access at that time to the Federal Recognition process. o : : '

We believe that Dorrington based his final determinations on selected and limited information from

~. Kelsey's 1904-and 1905-06 incomplete census data. For instance, Dorrington deliberately omitted
any reference to the Esselen/Costanoan Indian people (families) who Kelsey had identified

previously as residing in Monterey County. 50 people living within Monterey (City), 45 people
at Bird Haven, 19 people at Mansfield, 15 people at Pacific, 5 people at Arroyo Seco, and .-

4 people at Sur. Likewise he also omitted many.of the Muwekma Costanoan/Ohlone families
residing in other San Francisco Bay counties and communities: 8 people at Niles (Alameda), 20 at -

~ Byron and 5 at Danville (Contra Costa), 35 at Redwood. City and 30 at San Mateo (San

Mateo County); and also the Amah-Mutsun Ohlone families residing in Santa Cruz County: 40
people at Santa Cruz (City) and 30 at Watsonville. The adverse effects resulting from

 AMB-PFD-V001-D000 Page 4.0f 7



Dorrington's armchair assessment about the housing and general welfare needs for the Central
Coastal tribal groups is clearly demonstrated in the case of the written inquiry sent to the
Sacramento Indian Agency in 1936, by Mrs. Dolores Galvan, a Muwekma tribal elder (Verona
band) about the status of her claim. Based upon the written statement of need and inquiry
contained in Mrs. Galvan's correspondence, and the ensuing responses from several different
branches of government, we have to conclude that Mr. Dorrington was wrong about his
assessment of these tribal communities.

This historically invisible (so invisible in fact, that the Muwekma Ohlone tribe inadvertently
discovered Dorrington's letter while conducting research at the Federal Archives at the Huntington
Library), yet decisive event has adversely affected the well-being of our surviving populations
within all of Central California coastal tribal groups. Our tribal group is as much California Indian
as any other California Indian tribe, however, because we are not "Federally Recognized", we
are second class citizens within our own aboriginal homelands causing difficulties in gaining
validation by public institutions or agencies representing the dominant society, always having to
prove who we are to these agencies regardless of all of our Mission Record, BIA and other historic
documentation. - This disenfranchisement and administrative termination was due to L.A.
Dorrington , who as an appointed public official, decided to pontificate upon our status as aibes
and declare unilaterally that we were not in any need of homes. Thusly, this administrative
termination process would prevent our tribes to “reorganize” under the Indian Reorganization
Act of 1934, , Lo '

Evidence of Continuous Recognition by the United States Government

Given the historical factors cited above, nonetheless, the Recognized Status of our tribes have
‘been continuously reaffirmed, both directly and indirectly, by various arms of the United States:

1. Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo 1848

2. The President of the United States authorizes three commissioners (Redick, Barbour and
Wozencraft) to "Treat” with the California Tribes. As aresult 18 treaties were negotiated
and signed by 139 tribal chiefs and Indian headmen in good faith. In 1852 these treaties
were not ratified by the U.S. Senate, therefore the surveyed tracts of land slated for
cession, were never legally acquired by the United States. The Muwekma Tribe of the San
Francisco Bay, Amah-Mutsurn Tribe and Esselen Nation, were party to and intended

_beneficiaries of the following Treaties: S : S

A.  Treaty of Camp Belt, May 13, 1851;

B.  Treaty of Camp Keyes, May 13, 1851; -
) E Treaty of Dent's and Ventine's Crossing, May 28 1851;
M. Tréafy of Camp Fremont, March 19, 1 8_5:_1;__” A
N.  Treaty of Camp Barbour, April 29, 1851.
3. Our families were documented as Indians in all of the Post-1852 Fedéral censuses.

4. - Formal requests and petitidns had been made on behalf of our tribes and families for land
and other benefits to President T. Roosevelt, the United States Congress, Department of -
the Interior, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs during the years 1903 and 1905. As a resuit

AMB-PFD-V001-D0006 Page 5 of 7



Congress authorized, through the Secretary of the Interior, Special Agent C.E. Kelsey to
conduct an inspection and assessment on the "existing conditions of the California Indians,
and to report to Congress at the next session some plan to improve the same” (Heizer
1979). Kelsey was only paritally successful in this monumental task of inspection.
Furthermore, as part of this assessment process Kelsey generated a special, but incomplete,
"1905-1906 Census of Non-Reservation Indians”. Even though he could not visit five of
the Bay Area counties, some of the Muwekma relations do appear in that document for
Alameda County. However, because Kelsey could not complete his census efforts within
our respective wibal homelands (Bay Area Counties), we essentially "fell through the
cracks" and became even more invisible to the United States Government and Bureau of
Indian Affairs relative to the status of landless Indians in California and Federal
Recognition process. '

As a result of Kelsey's partially successful efforts, however, Congress did move and
passed the Acts of 1906 (34 Stat. L., 325-333), and April 30, 1908 (35 Stat. L., 70-76),
which authorized with "special appropriation ... to provide homes for the tribes in Northern
California who were without lands ..." (Letter dated October 13, 1913 to Representative
Raker from C.F. Hauke, Second Assistant Commissioner).

- The Muwekma Tribe was reaffirmed by the United States Govemment in the following

letters concerning funding for land acquisition for the "Verona-Sacramento bands"
(August 19, 1916, C.F. Hauke to J. Terrell, Special Commissioner), "Sacramento-

" Verona Bands" (October 16, 1916, John Terrell, Special Commissioner Indian Service

to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs), and nine years later as identified above as
"Verona Band in Alameda County" (June 23, 1927, L.A. Dorrington to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs).

As mentioned above, our men served in the United States armed forces. Immediate family
members served in World War I (prior to the Act to.make all American Indians citizens in
1924), World War II, Korea, Vietnam and most recently in Desert Storm in 1991. Further

* research may yet identify immediate family veterans from earlier wars and service prior to

" ;;f World Warl. .

10.

" Our various direct tribal ancestoré had proi'ided cultural and liﬁﬁﬁisﬁcj information from

1921-1939 to J.P. Harrington, Cultural Anthropologist/Linguist for the Smithsonian
Institution, funded by the Federal Government.

Our families were enrolled and approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs during
the 1928-1933 enrollment census under the Jurisdictional Act of 1928.

- The 82nd Congress reaffirmed their relationship with the Costanoan tribes in their House
~ Report No. 2503 entitled Report with Respect to the. House Resolution Authorizing

the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs to Conduct an Investigation
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Pursuant to House Resolution 698; December 15,
1952. In this Congressional report the United States Government recognizes the existence

_of the Costanoan tribes and land within their ancestral territory. On page 217 the

Costanoans are listed on the "Chart of Tribes and Data in Part I and Part II". In
Part I - Directory of Indian Tribal and Band Groups the Costanoan tribes are
identified as Costano and misperceived as "a small group of Indians south of San

Francisco Bay. They are locally known as Santa Cruz Indians" (page 331). Later under
Santa Cruz, the tribes are identified as "a small group of Costanoan stock formerly

- occupying that part of California, lying south of San Francisco and Suisan (Suisun) Bay
west of the San Joaquin River and extending south to a little beyond Monterey" (page 567).

7 FEN
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Then in the Special Supplementary Data, we discover that for the 1950"Census, they
identify the tribes residing within 7 counties as follows: Alameda Courity - urban Indians;
Contra Costa County - urban Indians; Monterey County - Salinan; San Francisco County -
urban Indians San Mateo County - urban Indians; Santa Clara County - Costanoan; an
Santa Cruz County - Costanoan (page 671). Finally under the subject of :
Miscellaneous Indian Lands within California, they identify the following: "Formerly
Sacramento Agency, Rancherias, miscellaneous, Amador ..., Sacramento, San Benito,
... Counties, ..." (pages 716-717) thus suggesting that the United States recognizes some

relationship with the Costanoans and land within their ancestral territory.

11.  Our families continued to participate in the California Claims Settlement from 1930
_up until disbursement of the checks for $668.51 for eligible tribal recipients in 1972.

12.  Costanoan/Ohlone Amah-Mutsun tribes have been succinctly named and identified by the
U.S. Army and Navy for purposes of having input under PL 100-526, the Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1988 (¢.g., letters to the respective tribes dated: May 10, 1993 -
Paul W. Johnson, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army; November-1, 1993 - John H.
Kennedy, Head, Environmental Planning Branch, Department of the Navy; Fort Ord: Dr.
Lucy Whalley, "Consultation with Native American Groups Conceming Properties of
Cultural Significance at Fort Ord", 1993; and many others).

13. Amah-Mutsun has been formally named and recognized by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in accordance to the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act '
(NAGPRA) of 1990 for the Guadalupe River Flood Control Project in the City of San
Jose, California (Letter signed by Lewis A. Whitney, Chief, Engineering Division, January
31, 1994). SR : : : ‘ _

Implications of Federal 'Réihst'atement andv Récbgnitivonni Past, Present and Future

Without having the benefits of any funding resources or any formal reservation lands, since the

“mid-to-late 19th century the various lineages and family members comprising our three tribal
groups have had to formulate survival strategies for each successive generation. Our respective
tribal groups have also had ‘to endure the distinction of being pronounced extinct (Kroeber 1925),
and then demonstrate the impossible, by coming back from extinction. In actuality, we were not
extinct, we became invisible and insignificant to the dominant society. Furthermore, because we
did not have any reservations nor conformed to the dominant society's stereotypic view of
performing-regalia dressed California Indians (because we had to deal with just basic family
survival), our respective tribes as well as our sovereign rights were further diminished during most
of the 20th century. Over the past score of years, our respective tribes and families have been the
recipients of additional indignities, perpetrated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as well as other
various.Federal, State, County and Municipal Agencies and personnel, because of our deteriorated
historic position and lack of Federal Acknowledgment. However, as we have persevered and
continue to organize ourselves as fully functioning tribal governments and document our respective
tribal and family histories as we pursue Federal Recognition, we have found that these negative.
factors have greatly diminished, and these once-adverse agencies are now paying attention to and
respecting us. The only reason why this has happened is because we have demonstrated
continuity, we have proposed mutually beneficial and constructive partnerships with both the
private and public sectors and finally, through a variety of educational processes, we have
successfully dissolved many of the myths about our respective people and tribes, by. supplying all
of the necessary documents that not only prove who we are, but also demonstrate that we never left
our ancestral homes. Federal Recognition will validate to the dominant society who we are, and
serve as a vehicle that will guarantee our children’s survival and cultural heritage into the 21st .
century. C B ‘ -
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1995

THE AMAH BAND OF INDIANS PETITION
FOR STATUS CLARIFICATION, OR
~ FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT,
- PREPARED FOR SUBMISSION TO THE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

The Amah Band located in the San Benito, Monterey, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz counties of

California, submits this petition for federal acknowledgement of its status as an Indian Tribe
1921 and 1934 by John P.

according to the requirements of 25 CFR 83.1-11, (As recorded in 1921 ar
Harrington) .

The office of the Amah Band (Irene Zwierlein, _chairpérso‘n) is locﬁted at 789 Canada Road,
Woodside, California 94062. : ’

Although the United States Government has not conducted relations with the Amah Band based
upon unratified treaties, the Federal government has already acknowledged a government-to-
government relationship with the Band and its members on a separate and distinct political status
through actions of Congress and the Department of Interior over the past 145 years. The Amah
" Band seeks reaffirmation of the inter-governmental relationship through acknowledgement of their

duly constituted Council. =
Since pre-contact times the Amah/Mutsun people ("Mutsun" the dialect spoken by these people and
"Amah" the Mutsun word meaning "people”) have been identified as "aboriginals” of the area of
Santa: Clara, Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey Counties, and-a portion of the overall
* ‘Ohlone/Costanoan territory from Big Sur to as far north as the Carquinez Strait, including both
sides of the San Francisco Bay. Many important Costanoan archeological sites have been
surveyed in the area. Their presence in the area seem to correspond with the appearance of the Late
b Period components within archaeological sites around.the San Francisco Bay area (Levy 1972-.
i 1978). ' } y , _ |

In ﬁp;c-contact times. Central Calvifornia was inhabited by 'ah‘aboriginal population estimated to k
number-300,000.1 They inhabited the area for thousands of years and lived in a peaceful co- i
- - existence with the other aboriginals of the territory. The concept of land ownership (as we know -
- +it) was: virtually unknown to them, they existed within specific areas and respected the areas
~“inhabited by other bands.2 Through countless inter-tribal marriages the Bands" geographical
- location extended throughout the entire area and many times overlapped.

- In the mid 1760's the Spanish Government sent expeditions to keep California free of foreign
(Russian) invasion. The Spanish encountered the aboriginals of Central California and named
them "Costanoan” meaning "people of the coast”. The term "Costanoan" refers to the coastal ribes

~ and later the term became a way of designating eight linguistically related languages as a family - .
group. “The existence of these aboriginal inhabitants were well documented as early as.1602, when
Sebastian Vizcaino rediscovered Monterey Bay3, and in the De Anza Diaries.4 = The Spanish had

-~ litle knowlédge of the gréat diversity of these people. Though the Costanoan lived in a relatively

- small area of land they had eight main languages, from these languages there emerged many
- linguistic dialects (Figure 1). From 1769 through 1823, the Spanish established 21 Franciscan . . -
. ‘Missions throughout California. Seven missions were founded in Costanoan territory: -

- .1 Hooper, Chad Domesticate or Exterminate (New York: Redwood Coast Publication, 1975)
" 2 Margolian, Malcolm The Ohlon Indian Life in th Francisco-Monterey B
‘. Area (Berkeley: Heday Books, 1978) - Lo L ha P
3. Bean, Walton California; An Interpretive History (New York: McCraw-Hill Book Company, 1968)
4 Bolion, Herbert De Anza Expedition in California vol IV (Berkeley: Unica Press, 1930)
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Mission San Carlos Borrommo, Mission San Juan Bautsta, Mission Soledad, Mission Santa
Cruz, Mission Santa Clara, Mission San Jose, and Mission Dolores. It was not many years before
the members of the language stock had been brought into association with these establishments
(Figure 2). The Costanoan people were clustered around the seven missions founded within their

aboriginal territory.5 Albert L. Kroeber in The Language of the Coast of California South of San
Francisco (1925), associated the different Costanoan linguistic groups with the respective
Franciscan mission, the end result was that the dialects he was able to distinguish became known
chiefly by the names of the missions.

In 1797, Father Junipero Serra established the mission at San Juan Bautista and left Father Felipe
Arroyo de la Cuesta in charge. Father de la Cuesta acquired great knowledge through his
experience with the mission Indians, so much so.he wrote five volumes on the local Indian
language, Grammar of the Mutsun Language, Spoken at the Mission of San Juan Bautista Alta
California (published 1869). The foremost goal of the Mission system was the conversion of the
native population to Christianity.. The purpose was twofold: (1) to established settlernent of the
vast Spanish territory, and (2) to maintain an ample supply of cheap labor for the building and
maintenance of the mission and their surrounding ranches. Thus, the indigenous people inhabiting

- today counties of San Benito, Monterey, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz, were forced into the

Mission system: this, and Christianity demanded a high price, not just the loss of many lives, but
* cessation of most, if not all, cultural activities: tradition, language, and religion were all

- suppressed. However, once Christianized, the neophyte Indians were permitted contact with their

relatives and visits to their former homes near the Missions in San Francisco Presidio, Mission San
Jose and Mrssron Santa Clara 6

~ The Mission padres maintained excellent records of their subjects (the Mission Indians) for the
Spanish Government. Books dating from 1773 through 1834 record countless births; marriages,

and baptisms of individuals of the Moot-Sun, Mut-SOON and/or Mot-sun (Mutsun) tribe (Figures
3-5). C. Hart Merriam in his "Ethnological Notes on Central California Indian Tribes" (1967) -

- also labels the language stock of the San Juan Bautista area as bemg in the Moot-Sun or Mutsun.7
~Thati is the dr.rect lineage of the Amah Mutsun members lmng in this same temtory today. '

“In the 1800'5 the missions began to see great changes, the Spamsh Govemment planned the e
secularization of the missions; however this did not occur until after the Mexican Republic gained

its independence from Spain. On August 17, 1833, the Mexican Congress ratified the
‘Secularization Law. Wthh forced the closure of the rmssrons w1' in a few years and divided the

‘mission lands amon gst the. degenous populanon 8 The plan never saw light, the missions were
closed, but the mission lands were divided into large grants among the Spanish-Mexican citizens
known as "Californios". - The "Californios" used their vast lands primarily for grazing cattle.
Thus, the large cattle industry of California was established. The mission Indians were displaced.
For survival, they worked for the new land owners as cowhands: (vaqueros) and farm laborers, the

women worked as domestic servants.9 The Indian was literally forced to live on the fringe of -
socwty as noted in the following references to Indxan Comers S : ‘

SMemamCHartE'nl' O Californi

 Archeological Research Facility, Departmem of Anthropology, 1967)
6 Pierce, Marjorie East of the gzahllans (Sanla sz Weslem Tanagers Press, 19’76)
7 ‘(Merriam, 1967). :

‘ (Berkeley:University of California

- .8 Mylar, Isaac L. Early Days of me M1§§lgn Sa Juan Bgugsm (Watsonvrlle Evening

‘Pajaronian, 1929) - .

9 Kinnard, Lawrence History of 1}_1; gi ga;g §gr_1 ;_a g sgg Bay Regrgn vol I(New York Lewrs H.lsloncal
Pubhcanon, 1969)
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Figure 2
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VIVAﬁJESUS .

EN ONCE DIAS DEL MES DE $¥iIo DEL aNo.DEL SENOR ™ 1797EN 1o  J
; IGLESIA DE ESTA MISION DEL GLORI0OSO SAN JUAN BAUTISTA, BAUTI#
i CE SOLEWUNEMENTE Y PYSE LOS SANTOS OLE%P A LOS PARVULOS SIGUIEN--
- TES: PRIMERAMENTE:" B S T e T

o oz aem g

.1, JUAN BAUTIS-TA DE LA'RANCHERIA’ DE ABSIENMC.,
4 un nifio de edad como 10 aflos, hijo . de Padres Gentiles .
difuntos de la Rancheria de Absaymc, llamado en su gentili-‘*+ ,

~ dad Tirachis, pisels por nombre Juan Bautista,Fue su Padgyino
: Juangellesteros s quien adverti el parentssco espiritual ¥
" dema-s obligaciones. oo : : :

2, PEDRO DE ABSAYMC . :
Ittem a otro de edad como 10 anos hermano de padrse del ante-
cedents y.de la misma_rancheria,llamado en su gentilidad
. RamorayPuseles vor nombre Pedro,Fus su padrino Antonlo Enri-
S . quez y para qud conste lo firme. . _
; _ fr, Jose Manuel de Martiarena

3. JOSETA DE MOTSSUM el :
Sia 20 de Agosto de 1797 er la Iglesia de osta Misidn bau-
o w.tice solsmnemente y<puse’ lios Santos:0leos a las adultas si-:
'T‘J,zuigntad&»Primerambnta_afuni‘gdultédewedadfcomovéo afios,

LLE s padres ?ﬂ ‘difuntos dﬂ?ﬁ"Mm
: _3;’»llqmadauén su gentilidad Joaj)ssim, pusela por nombre Josefa.
Y “-_m ,:ue sﬁ‘EEErina:M&rilngﬁﬁﬁjJgsus;hijawggregada_dé sgta Mision,. -

e

g . by MANUELA DE MOTSSUM =~ -, .. . R . R
R . Ittem aotra de edad coma 16 afioa hija de padres gHﬂfo:; T

_f;-5*:-wl}amadoﬁNgﬁgbc,su;m&dnp,diﬁgn&§_¢e_ Ty rotreTer Mo TTI UL ,

RS _ ‘Plsela por .~ nombre Manueia; fue .su madrinala de la anteceden-

“te a- quien adverti las 'Obligaﬂci:{-ﬁs v d emua acostumbrado ¥

"g;””.;paragQuefcapste-Io'fihmo'qn'dic,o-dia'mes y ado, - .
> b o : . Fr, Pedro Adriano Martlinez

_ . 5, . FRANCISCO JAVIER ANOTNIC BALLBSTERGS T T
- - Dia 22 de Agosto de'1797:bauticé solemnemente y puse los :
' santos dleos a un. parvalo-que nacio el dia antecadente . ST
. hijo ‘de Juanvée'Dios Bgllasteros,caVO de esta escolta ¥

R de- Teresa Sepulveda su legitima esposa, Pusels _por nombre

FN

P

Prancisco Javier Antonio.Fusron sus padripos Ignacio Barrera -

:  segundo carpintero de la Fragata Concepcion y Antonia Redon=
R 4 do mujer de Jdse Mapuel Higuera a quienes adverti el parentes— -
B " co esoiritual y demas acostumbrado y-para que conste lo firme.
S e : . Fr, Pedro idriano Martinez &

“6, GRESORIO DE LA RANCHERIA DE:RISCA, ADULTO ) ’
: Dia 27 de Agosto de 1797 en ja Iglesia de osta: Mision de San
- Juan Bautista bautice solemnemente y .puse ios santes oleos
“,a Un adulto d& edad como 17 a%os llamado.en su gentflidad N
Yaquess hijo.de padres gentilss Unpyna y Nuguruma de la-Rap=-—.- .. —f
‘cheria de Risea,Pussle por nombre regorio.Fus su padrino. :
. lqs; Guadalupe Ramirez.a quien advertil todas las'opliggqipnea,
3.+ - agostumbradas.’ A R e, L

i U vl
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Figure %--

28

’233 LSAIAS DE AUSAIMA :
.. Dia. 8 .de Soptiembre de 1798 en-la Iglesia de esta
.. Misibn de* San Tuan. Baytista bautice solemnemente a un nifio.hijo.
. de Romdn bautizado~4&v;9. ‘226 y.su madre gentil, llamada’Echi--.
yuita de la Rancheria e los Ausaimas, Le puse por nombre Isaias
?us su padrino Osmunan & guien adverti lo dovido ¥y para qua conste

lo firma. L CUSE o
' r f?n. Joso Marﬁiarong_.. T

o~
r
[}

<.,

Ia

234. LORENZO ADULTO MOT7GN_ e o e .

: . Dia. 23 de Septiembre de‘l798 en la Iglesia de . -~ . .
. :esta Misidn de San-Juan Bantista bautice 3olemnementos a wno . Y

‘como de 30.aflos hermano de Padre ‘de los’ ‘del™No. 11, 46,173.

‘Le puse por nombre Lorenzo. Fue. su padrino Osmundo dul Garmelo

 3 quien adverti lo- davido ( llamado Timer) S

‘.\~
R d RN -t

11?35 foqvvzn 32 AUSAIMA o . e ’ T

Co -It, a una adulta domo de. 20 anos’ muger del N&3-

.3226 de la Rancheria de los ausaimas Le puse oor nombre Loren-: N
-za Echiquet _ . L _ oo

236;,TEGLA «DW TA DE POITOQUIR - :
. ... .- It, a una como de 13 afos hija de Padre dibunto
(como la antccodente) l1lamada Chequesa de la Rancharia de :

. Poitbquir. Le pusse- por. nombre Tacla, Tue” madrina ‘de -ambas” Coleta ,
la Carmela a auien adverti 1o devido Yy para ‘que conste- lo firme
2T e CFP, Jose “artiarena ‘ -

237 "RA”GIqGO DE ASIS ADULTO CALVDAHUC e
R iy Dia 4 de Octubre de‘1798 an la Iglosfa da.esta
1;Wlslon de San Juan’ ‘Bautista bautica solemnemonto y puse los~;~_Ap

:‘fSantos ‘0leos a los adultas: siguientes:
“ rrancisco de Asis adulto de edad 22 anos kijo

da Padres Gcntilps Tenere do la Rancheria ‘de. Calondarruc 8
'.Tiguta Llamado ;Auirte. i - . .

.238 "PAJCI)CAFDE ASIS ADULfk HOTSUM i o :
: It. una adulta:de: edad 17 aidos mugor del antqpe-

~..poT nombre :rancisca de. Asis

=ﬂ‘r239 PEB?O ADRIANO ADULTO DE- TIPIJASTAC S SR
o Itt‘ ‘in-adulto de:edad 14 anos' hermano del’de

:fi_la partida ‘39, Pdsele ‘por  nombre Pedro- Adriano,Fueron Padri-.

::nte de los Hotsunos Kija-de: padres gnntiles difuntos Pusal»:h.u-

ii'nos Qsmundo.'y:, Coleta a quienos adverti lo acostumbrado ¥ pann '
que conste lo firme . '

_ Wr. Pedro Adriano Martincz

. ZAO CLVTO ADULTO MOTSSUH :

" . Diafl3 de Octubre de'l798 ‘en:la Iglosia de- estas
Mision de San’ Juan Bautista bauticé solemnaments a .un adul&o
como: de 45 ‘afos’ de edad ?adrs de la bautizada al- No. 126
de la Rancheria de- lcs Botssomes Lo ouae por nombre Clato.

e . . I - . ... "-"7."'
. . . . W - ._ .

2241 CLEVEJT?

gantiles Fanighica oiprartagda la Re cheriarﬁiquillitca,lla-

.« mado . en su gentilidad Raton Dxirgote. drino de ambos Osmundo-m

;LtT—& un adulto como de 20 afdos hijo ‘de’ padres :;}."”

N

*:'a quian adVerti En—deviao. c. EENEC o .,z.',.
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Figure 5

135

: b

1324, BRMEHEGILDO A.DULTO AUSAIMA, I%, a Ermenegildo Maria como -
de 77 anocs padre e Jose Manuel partida 74. _ 2
1315. ERMENEGILDA ADULTA GUACHIRRON DE Li PLAYA, : ' . 25%
¢ It. a Ermenegilda de la ranche%ia de los Guachirrones de la Playa 158
madre de Mauricio como de 58 afos ;partida de su hijo es la 818 - 4§
y Maria Margarita partida 1305 fueron padrinos Anastasioc y Maria Eé
Micaela.de las mugeres a quienes adverti. lo devido y parq que Eﬁ
conste lo firmo, pil
. : Fr, Jose uartiaraaa. L ??%

B
A

1316, AHTONIO MARIA DOLORES PARVULO GUACEIRRON DE ILA PLAIA

Dia 27 de Mayo de 1804 en la Iglesia de esta’ MisiJn bautice solep-
nemente 2 un muchacho como de 6 afos hijo de padres gentiles Treviya
difunto y su muger,le puse por nombre Antonia Maria Dolores. .

Az

. 1317. AQUILEYA PARVULA GdACHIRRON bE LA'PLAYA :
JIt, a una hermana suya como da 4 anos a- quien puse- por “nombre”
'Aquileya. _" v + -w - .

1318 JOQE & HQRIA TRI?IDAD PARVULA GUACHIRRON It, a Josefa afié
de la Trinidad como de & anos ‘hija. de: padres-gentiles Elenir v su
muger hermana de Mapusela Antonia pertida 835,

1319. 7FLIPE ?ARVULO GUACHIQRON lt a Folipe como de 2.aRos hijo
Lok de vadres’ genti’es Majaches yosu. nuger. fueron padrinos Maumnicio

- de los varomes. 'y su mugér" ‘Coleta de las’ mugeres a quienes adverti

vlo devido T nara qua conste Lo firmo., - i

. . Pr., Jose “artiarena.

S L3208 WORVER%O ADUL*O MOToUH ~Dia 2-de” Junio de 1804 an la Iglesia

< de ssta Mision de San Juan Bautista ‘bautice solemnemente a un adul- .
to como de 40 afios  de edad de la rancheria de los Motsunes :llamado. 9
Oquech le puse por: nomhre Norvsrto es tio de Silvastre Partida 86, . inke

o g S M Cad AT TSP TUNPVT RPN |
e, e e

1321, ERASMA' DE CALENDARRUC, I%. a Erasma nuger dal antacedente o g
»-de la: rancheria de Calendarruc. como de 40 anos.-;' : T =

©1322. REGALADO ADULTO PAGSIN It. a Pedro Rtgalado-padre- S
~de ! fRegis partida LLOy ‘marido de Maria ﬂagdalona partida
1339 de la rangheria de ‘los Pagsines llnmudo en su gentilidad :

'_1:&:&;;2:“ Malgasto.

s

1323, ERASMO ADULTO CALENDARRUC It,.a Biasmg como de T2 aﬁoﬂnif
de la rancheria de Calendarruc, llamado an su—mntilidad Jachquis_ g:

1324 PELIPA ADULTA GUACHIHRONA DE LA PLAIA :
It, a Felipa de la .rancheria .de. los Guachirronos de la Playa

- madre ‘de . Margarita partida 1029 es como de 50 afos fue padrino
'de los ‘varones Anselmo y de las ‘mugeres Maria Micael& a. quienesr

adverti To devido para-que consta lo ‘firmo. ¢ i
: - Fr, Jose Martiarana

1325, ONORIA PARVULA DE 1A MISION Dia 17 ‘de Junio de 1804 sn - la
Tglesia de esta Misidn de San Juan Bautista bautice solemnementa
a una nina pocos’ dias antes ‘hija legitima ds Leoncio. y-de. Leon=- )
““ecia Maria bautizados partidas 950 7 951 a la.que puse por, nombre -i:
Honoria, fné mairina Onoria agregada de la 516n del- Carmolo-a vla. ;
r que adverti el parentasca ¥ demas obligaciones 7. cosas ¥. para qﬁi/*

cgeate lo firme, _ -+  Pr. Domingo™ de Iturrate
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On the other side of San Juan, at the junction of the road where it turned and ran to )
Hollister, in one direction, and up to the Flint Ranch, or, as it was called the Flint Homc in
the other direction, there was located, in early days, a number of Indian huts. From this

settlement the place was always designated as "Indian Corners".10

"Grandma (Asécnsioh S'olorzano) lived in this little house in San Juan Bautista, up by San
Juan Grade Road. Just around this little dirt road were little houses, they belonged to other

Indians. That was called "Indian Corners".11

Mamie Lavagnino Avilla, who was born in 1888. Her memories of the old days

include those of the Indians who used to live on Fourth Street near the Native Daughters'’
- adobe. She remembers them as fine people. One in particular, named Hovita, worked

for her mother doing laundry and housework. She said there were also many Indians

at "Indian Comners" where the San Juan Grade and the Mission Vineyards Road form
a "Y" and that she owns several little houses there which she rents, mostly to descendants

o ~ of the Indians.12 ‘

In the 1840's California witnessed more dramatic changes. Late in 1846 through 1847 Captain
John C. Fremont lead the Bear Flag Revolt. Many still believe it was a scheme by President James

L. Polk to acquire California for the United States.13  In 1848 gold was discovered at Sutter's
Fort and the rush began, people from all over the world set their sites on the gold fields of
California. A few months after the discovery, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, the
Mexican Republic lost its entire Southwest territories to the United States. In the Treaty the United

States agreed to recognize the rights of the Indians. Since the birth of the Republic the Federal

«* government had recognized the right of Indians occupancy of their home lands.14 As hundreds of

- immigrants poured into the newly acquired American lands, pressure on the Federal government
~-.concerning the indigenous population rose. : The immigrants seeking gold in 1849 became known

as the "Forty-Niners", they had no other concern but to meet their economic needs, the native

population and their property rights meant little or nothing to them.

- The "Forty-Niners", in so far as land was concerned, were a rapacious lot. And the
United States, in the course of an unparalleled expansion period, had to find ways
and means to establishing a "new order" with respect to land. If squatters produced

.. towns with functioning councils and law-making bodies to legalize their squatting,
-+ the older rancheros were driven from land rightfully theirs by.an earlier law, all
¢+ this'was part and parcel of the territorial expansion program upon which President

- James L. Polk and an influential Washin gton group had energetically initiated.15

Mahifest Destiny, the belief that the United Staté_s of America was destined to rule the landvs from

"sea 1o shining sea" brought with it the idea of genocide of the indigenous population or anyone

- who stood in the way of "progress".

Finallyin Scptember"-1:850;' Califomia was a‘dm‘ittéd into theUnionras tﬁé 31st state of the Unitéd

 States of America. The Federal government had. a responsibility to deal with the indigenous

0Mylar,1929). e L
~. 11 Mr. Tony Corona, interview by Elvia A. Castillo, tape recording; Hollister, California 30 April 1993,

12 (Pierce, 1976). s
13 (Kinnard, 1969). e RO R
14 "The Unratified Indian Treaties of 1851", Log Tulares, 1958.

. 15 (Kinnard, 1969).

16
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population. " In 1851, the government sent the Treaty. Commission to California, its objective was

that for "some consideration" the Indian would cede part of their lands.16 The Commission's end
result was 18 treaties made with the California Indians:

By its actions the United States recognized the tribes of California. In negotiating
treaties with them in the 1850's, the American Treaty commissioners acknowledged
the legal competency of the California tribes to enter into meaningful political
agreements. Treaty commissioners and other federal agents negotiated an
unknown number of agreements with the California tribes; and in assuring the
Indians that these agreements would become treaties, these agents affirmed the
_ fiduciary responsibility of the United States toward these tribes. Between March 19,
1851 and January 7, 1852, using a special appropriation made on September 19, 1850
- for the purpose, the United States treaty commissioners entered 18 such agreements
- with 139 signatories; but in executive session, on July 8, 1852, the Senate refused to
ratify them as treaties, due.to objections from Cahforma s lcglslaturc and the

busmess commumty 17

"The lands ceded were not specified clearly in the agreements or related documents, but at the time,
the areas were presumed to encompass the entire State of California. As for the treaties and related
documents themselves, the Senate placed them under an injunction of secrecy until January 18,

1905 "18

The Treaty Commlssmners mcluded the Amah people under the eighteen treaties made in 1851 and
1852. Five of the treaties (treaties "A, "B", "E", "M", and "N") were on behalf of the Amah Band
of the Costanoan pcoplc Treaties "A" and "B" were written by Commissioner George W.
Baubour and treatles "E" "M" and "N" were written by Commissioner Oliver M. Wozencraft
(Figures 6-7). = . , : A

. Treaty of Camp Belt, May 13, 1851
- ~Treaty-of Camp Kcycs May 13,1851 :
. Treaty of Dents's and Ventines Crossing, May 28,1 851
. Treaty of Camp Fremont, March 19, 1851 o
L "Trcaty ofCamp Barbour Apnl 29, 1851

qlchs

| ,Though the‘Elghteen Unrauﬁed Indlan Treanes of 1851 (as thc»y became known) remained in secret

* .. until 1905 thc Federal government took cverythlng ceded.

In 1905 an attomey, C. E Kelsey, from San Jose was appomted as Spec1a1 Indian Agent for the
Cahforma Indians with the charge of ascertaining the number and location of Indians living outside
reservation lands. ‘The Census of Non-Reservation California Indians, 1905-1906, was never
published, instead it was sent to Washington D:C. and filed. It did however, provide new

information on the California Indian population. At the time the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) .

" “believed the Indian population to be only 15,000-16,000, but Kelsey's Census provided a more

" “accurate count and location of over 20,000 non-reservation Indians. Though Kelsey was rccalled

'to Washmgton and forccd to omlt nmc Cahfomla counues, hls census-proved that a much ’

16 Anderson, George Tre '
(Socorro: Ballena Press, 1978)

" 17 Ibid.

18 Thid.
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Figure 6

18

Areas supposedly ceded by Indians in the
.1851-51 treaties (blank sTeas) and ateas

. Lvn;:endgd'_ to be reserved (hachured areas).

Treaty 'dégisﬁqtiou (A=Q) are those used

by the President in 1352. (After Royce
1899: P1, XV,
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Figure 7

This map shows some of the
reservations proposed - by the
Indian treaties of 185l Thuse
in the center of the map con-
cern Tulare County, . Numbers
275, 236, 277, 278, 282 and 282
were (o be reservnlfons. These
contalned over three million
acres, largely. valley land. In
consideration- the Indlans ceded
to the United States all their
rights In the areas nurabered
279 and 284, .
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The U. S, Senate rejected the
cichleen (reatles, largely be-
cause of the vigorous objec-
tlon of the Califormia Legisia-
ture, which reflected the fezling
of the wbizcs [n the state.

The treatles remained secret
until 1905, In 1928 Congress au-
thorized a suit In the Court of
Claims to determine compensa-
tlon to California Indlans for
their losses.
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larger Indian population existed in the State.19

In 1928 Congress authorized a suit in the Court of Claims and determined that though the Federal
government took the 8.5 million acres of land in the San Joaquin Valley ceded in the Eighteen

Unratified Indian Treaties of 1851, it had paid virtually nothing.20 Compensation for their losses
was still due to the California Indians. To compensate the Indians, Congress enacted the Act of
May 18, 1928 (45 Stat. L. 602) or the Jurisdiction Act of 1928. The statue called for all California

Indians to file applications, in essence, an Indian census was to be conducted. Under the Act, the

(S92 9Ly LAUIATy 235 WUVWa AL VRS Y (902 10 101 0% v @ naa ANy

Indians filed applications of enrollment with the Department of Interior, Office of Indian Affairs for
the State of California (Figure 8). The application required that the individual prove lineal
descendance of Indians that resided in the State when the Eighteen Unratified Treaties were
negotiated. The census ran from 1928 through 1933. Indians who filed applications and were
recognized as such under the said Act, were placed on what has been referred to as the "Approved

‘ Rolls" or the "1933 Roll of Cahfomla Indrans" 21

In 1950, in connection with the Cahfomla Indians Clalms cases a new Roll was undertaken. The

- Bureau of Indian Affairs accepted applications for individuals who were able to prove Indian
ancestry. These new applicants were issued numbers and placed on the "Supplemental Rolls".
The "Supplemental Rolls" were used to signify that the individual had filed his application after the -

~ initial Rolls were taken in 1928.22 Under the Act.of May 24, 1950, Indians on the "Approved
Rolls" and the "Supplemental Rolls" were to be‘compensated for the lands lost in the San Joaquin
Valley.. The Act was finally enacted in 1952, that year the U.S. Treasury issued stipends of
‘$150.00 to each Indian on the "Rolls". The monies issued however, were not for the purchase of

the land, but merely mterest earned from the land. 23

L iUnder another act of Congress, the Settlement Act of 1964 the thu'd and ﬁnal roll (census) of the [

" “California Indians was conducted. The purpose was again to compensate the Indians for their -
o ancestors lands specified’in the Erghteen Unratified Treanes of 1851. The Indlans on the "Rolls"

o of the: Amah members recelved these supends for thelr ancestors lands (F1gure 9)

g jjBased on lumted research with the Costanoan Alfred Kroeber ( 1925) wrote

‘ "A few scattered individuals survive, whose parents were attached to the missions .

*' - of San Jose, Santa Clara, San Juan Bautista, and San Carlos de Monterey; but they '
-are of mixed tribal ancestry and live almost lost among other Indians and obscure

Mexicans. At best some knowledge of the ancestral speech remains among them.

The old habits of life have long since been abandoned. The: larger part of a century

has passed since the missions were abolished, and nearly a century and a half since

they commenced to be founded. These periods have sufficed to efface even traditional

recollectlons of the forefathers' habits, except for occasmnal fragments of knowlcdge "25

19U.S. Governmient g;le_e of giera egu ggg § Department of Interior (Washmgton D.C.: Govemmem Pnnung
Office, 1991) : ‘ : S : e
20 Thid.

<21 Ibid.

22 Ibid.. SR T _ S

<23 Dyer, Ruth:C, The Indi Title in Califomnia; in Feg lE ity, 1851-1942 (San Francisco:Rand'
.. EResearch Associates, 1975) ' o . ‘
24Tbid..

- 25 Kroeber, Alfred L. The nggyaggs of 1 anst of Qg];fg mia South Qf Sa Franci SCO (Berkeley Umversrty of
Cahfomla Bcrkeley, 1904) C _ IR
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Figure 8

el ad Srats

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

» - ~
Application Number .. 8113
Application for enrollment

wvith the Indians of the State of California under
the Act of May 18, 1928 (45 Stat. L. 602)

»Tho'Séé;etary of the Intéripf;

Washington, D. C.

: o I heroby make application for-the enrollnent of mysolr (and-minor
__'children living on May 18, 1928)-as Indians of the ‘State of California 1n ac-
., cordance. with: the provislions of the Act of: Congress of May:18, -1928 (45 Stat., ,
IS O 602) The- evidence of: ideutity is herevith subjoined : )

YYOTHOTY BTN WO PEOR T 9ToN
44 T

P '1. State the rull names, . ages. sex, and datas or birth of yourselr and your ;
: ‘ninor children llving on May e

Agéa

R mg_ioaar.ua b ,5,9_"
ﬁBnglish Nanos I‘ in Familx in 1928 Sex !ggih Day !gg; Indian Blood
‘ P e-3-legr . 4/
b ‘“'7-2971912- C1/z
M 9-25-1921 1/2
"pnul sen 8 M l-ps-19z2 - 1fe’

28;

U
i Born artar May 18 1928,

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE>

corvéi;fe"k, Asoenoion solarsana s I 3 7-22-1855 ' 4/4‘.'7"'1 .
o Mother,” T v v RO
- Corvantes, Henry L Nophev - -'-29' '-l( 6-25-1899 ko <1/ A

2. Residonco on Jgift 18, 1923 .Mo.nt arex._uontqroL.Qq,.‘._G_l!.l____________.if ernia,
3. ‘Post Office 273 14130 Street ' 'Monterey Califmia.

Town or City, Cox Number or :--:.‘ County sg.g.
Rural Routs. Number. s :

Note-* Does not 1ive on Trust Lands. - S
4. Place of birth of yourself and each of your ainor children- SR ;

Yot
San Juan, San Benito,County, ‘california.

el

2t
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" ire you married? Yes. . ‘ - '

If a sarried woman, give your name befora you were married.

Maria Dionicia Cervanten.

' - Name and exact date of birth (Houth Day, and Year) of your wife (or mlsbzu;d)L :

. 1le Jesus Herrern--- 1-4-1918 Died Lol

2. Jose Mondragon---— 1876,

" Is he (or she) of Indlan blood? If so, state the name of the Tribe or Ba.nd
degrse of Indian blood.

Ro;- Both of ‘b’hém cams from Mexico.

10 : what is your degrea or Indian: blood and to.what Tribe: or Band ot Indim
Stato of California do 'you belong? Misgion Indi._n' SQ_n Juan-Baut

4/a o Mission, San Benito Co., Calif
Degree or India.n Blood, Name o.t Tribe or, Band

To vhat Treaty or Treaties wers you or your ancestors 2 party. and vhoro
(or they) reside:on June 1 1852t Wbere -and- 1hsn vero said 'rreatios n

»I do. not_knowa... .

REPRODUCED AT THE HATIONAL ARCHIYVES

through whom you olaim, who were parties.to any Treaty or: Treatie:

. 'United States. If you olaim through more than one ancestor living ¢
' date,.set forth each claim separately: State your deacont ‘from’ sald

o 'or unoestors sotting forth your rolationship to the-.

‘ Eﬂ!.! . gz;bo or Bgng . 4}‘
" _Tose. Cexyantes: Mission Indien, Sen Juan Bautista ~

3993.%95 so;omno » e

“Corvantes. . ( See Nos 15 and 26 ), |
- -

22
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Gho tho names of the Chiefs, Captains and Headmen of the Tribe or Band to 'hich
‘{your ancestors bolonged on June 1, 1852, who executed the Treaty or Treaties

I 40 not know.

‘What lands in‘the State of Callfornia do you claim were taken from you or your
Caliromia Indian ancestars by the United States without compensation, or which
were appropriated by the United States to its own purposes and for vh.lch the

. United States hu rerused or failed to compensate you? ’ i

e

feldmer

..In San Benito and Monterey Counties,
California.

<3ATHOWY "IVNOILYN 3HL LY 03ONcoud3u

:’Give names or your fathor and ‘mother a.nd your mcther ‘

ane Se'f‘bre her mrriags.
If e.lther is a 'hito parson,.-80.gtate. T R

ather—- E:nglish Name " Jose Cerventes 4 /4 . .
. : R S E '.Degre_‘ef of. Indian Blood

Indian Hane -

"‘°“‘"‘" English’ “m ... As0emoton: Solmm Carvanten.._.._ 4[4
: ' : Degree ot' Indian Bleod
India.n Nue : ‘

Uaiden \,u, . -nom“n Solersano

Whoro vore tbey born?

Father ._...Sm...ma.n Bautista w..s.ai.p,n._..sm Bonuq co-.,C&u:om»

7. lhen a.nd where vere your parents marrisd?

.

.San.Tuen_ Bautiste.iissien ..San. Benito.Co., Caldfuime

Hov were . thoy nnrriod in lccordanco with the ‘law, or. by Indian: custon?

Indian Custom.

4-'

k ST emateRemi

,.‘;i- e : - : _‘vv |
S » 5
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- SRR
AR ) - . s
o 7% . '

19. Where dld they reside after their marriage’} . K

San Bento and Santa Clara Counties, California, }

20. ‘m:era did thojj reside on June 1, 1852, irf living at that time? :
o San Benito County, Califormia. 3

21. Dates of death of your father and mother. = . s
o . . i

Father .._...June 1919.. . : Hother Jamary. 28, 1929 i

W
22, Were you or your minor children or either of your parents sver enrolled for:
la.nd or other benerits?

“Noo ) : e iz

: : j D
. 23. Ir so, give the number or ‘your allotment state where it is located and ti
: na.ne of the Indian School or Agency under whose jurisdiction it now-ia. . 7

_Never allotted

= 24 Ir enrollad on a Census Roll state your Cansus Roll Nunber on. the Censi
T 'ef Jiune 30, 1928, ‘and. the _name ot the. Indian ‘School .or- Agency under who

isdiction you are.. Saora.mento Indian’ Ageney,:

_ Nome taken im 1928, . PR .Sacramento, Californisl
Censis Roll No. Juno sq, 1928 .7 .. ' Name of Indian Schéol or Lg

;25'. State tho anount and. kind ot property you now own, and what is your o¢
I have no property. n o

AFPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCN‘_IVE).

_ , Occupation~~- Housewife.

26. State Enslish and Indiau nues or youx' grandparenta on:both fathar s und
’ aida, u pos:ible. Ic any are vhxte persons so. state.

Patner s Side . ) - ‘!l‘o
.hi;nes o . . Degree of bIndIa.n Names
- L Blood. VAN
.2 __Cervantes .~ 4/4 S Ma&al..Sqlozmn.__él,i_l,

-? - Cervanteas 4/4
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. San Juan Bautista Mission, - San Benito County,

L _ » v Califomia.i '

L 28. Where did they roside during thoir 11ves and where vere they living on June 1,
1852?" )

-~

San J’uan Bautiata Miuion, San Benito COunty,

California,

(Under this head the applicant may give an
; bolieves will asuist in proving his claims e

€JATHOUY TIVNOILVN IHE LV 030NA0Hd3Ib

ddigi@nal’quurméfioh that be

: I soleunly swear that: the foregoing statements nade by me are’ true to the best
ot_w )movledge and belief. : .

Witnesses to Mark - i

:J )

ture WMQZWMM /m

day:of » July .
TNy’ commission expires

Eze.miner of Inhoritanoo.

s

25
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(The following affidavit must be sworn to by two or more witnesses who are v

acquainted with the applicant.)
Personglly appeared before me ... _Maria intonia Sanchez Sol

cluudia Coxona . .- who, being duly sworn; on ocath deposa an

and

that they are- wvoll acquainted with

v

.ror 33 . years and ...} 3 3.

" Mitnegses. td'uark;' S ’:E : e Sigaturo of Witnesses.
B ’ Mhria Antonia Sanohoz solor_

'ciiﬁdia'coroni.

Subscribed a.nd s'orn to be!ors no this-

m' N 19__50.

""" sy commission expires

SFPRNDUCED AT THE. NATIONAL ARCHIVES

26 '
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Figure 9
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o documents)

Kroeber, however, recanted his position in 1955 as part of exhibits presented in Indians of
California vs United States, allowed under the Indian Claims Act of 1944:

Increasing acculturation and i increasing genetic dilution, the California Indian is much
less conspicuous in the total population than he used to be. Racially he survives, but

he is socially submerged.26

Today, Kroeber's statement can still only be considered partially correct. Recognized members of
the Amah Band have volunteered many man hours and worked at jobs in every facet of society.
They have been elected government officials in the City of Gilroy. They have worked on various
projects with the Santa Clara County and Alameda County, Parks and Recreation as advisors,
participated in conferences and educational seminars, and given lectures on their Indian h1story
Members of the Band have helped the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors with the county’s
Indian Burial Policy as descendants of the Tribe and as monitors. At the State level they have
worked with the California Department of Transportation as monitors. They have worked with the
. University of California Berkeley as monitors at archeological sites. The Amah people have also
been active with the Veterans Administrations. They have worked with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineer on the Guadalupe River Project in San Jose. They have also gone to Washington D.C.
and met with the National Parks Service (Muriel Crespi and Francis McManamon) to discuss and
draft Public Law 101-601 (The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act).

The Amah people have also participated in a variety of Federal and State programs targeted to
Indians, its members have been recognized as entitled to. such participation based on their
identification as members of the Amah Band Partxc1pat1on of tnbal families in Ind1an Schools and
Indian Health Clinics continues today ‘

Since 1988 recognition of some of the tr1ba1 members' rights of stewardship and mbal status has
already been given by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). The NAHC identified
many family members of "Costanoan ancestral descent thus establishing a relationship with them
and the State of Cahforma . _

The Band is a California non- proflt pubhc benefit corporanon, the "Amah Mutsun Tribal
Foundation” and is also class1ﬁed under the Intemal Revenue Serv1ce (IRS) (see Appendlx for

The members contmue to be acnve Amencan cmzens, they are reglstered to vote and pay taxes.
- Many bravely served in the Armed Forces, some retired, others died in our nation's wars. They
come from every spectrum of society and from different economic levels.- They do exist and
. proudly call themselves Amah, aboriginals and/or Native Americans. Today, in the mist of the

' recently rediscovered 1nter—fann1y and inter-tribal relat1onsh1ps the members are far from being

"socially submerged"

The Amahv Band membership. is:composed entirely. of individuals who have established

descendance from-aboriginals who have been identified from pre-contact times to the present.

Research on behalf of the Amah families was begun in 1966. The main individuals in the lineages

have been located. Documented evidence of ancestry starts with the first Spanish expeditionsto -

_California.” There is no known written language of the Costanoan people. What knowledge they -
possessed was handed down from generation to generanon by simple word of mouth

26 Kroeber, Alfred L. Bamrs on C} ;alifornia Emnggmphg (Berkeley: University of California Berkeley, 1904)
29
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John P. Harrington, a linguist and cthnographcr from the Smithsonian Institute, Washington D.C.
(1907-1957) left an extraordinary collection of notes on all phases of the Mutsun life, great credit is
due to a remarkable Amah Indian woman, Ascension Solorzano d;: Cervantes (also written

Ascencion Solarzano) (Figure 10)

Ascension‘Solorzano was a very renowned and respected person during her life. People knew of

her from all over Central California.27 She was known as a "doctora™ a healer because she
possessed an extensive knowledge of herbal medicine. She was known for her kindness and her
willingness to care for those who had no place to go and for the ill. Anyone who needed help
would always find an open door at Ascension's home at 129 South Rosanna Street in Gilroy.
(Part of the house burnt in 1972, but was rebuilt, Ascension's grand daughter, Antonia Marie

Corona [Kctchum] elder band member, lives there today).28

Harrington found Ascension to be an excellent linguistic informant. He attributed her knowledge
to the fact that both her parents were full blooded Mutsun (Mut-SOON), who spoke the language
together. Her mother, Barbara Serria, was interviewed by linguists and ethnographers, C. Hart
Merriam, for his "Ethnological notes on Central California Indian Tribes" and by Theodore
Kroeber for his Almost-Ancestors (Figure 11). Her father, Miguel Solorzano, was a coffin-maker
and a grave digger for the Mission padres. Ascension lived most of her life with them and nursed

~ them throzigh their last days at the family home in Gilroy.29

“In 1929; Ascension lcft Gilroy and moved to Montcrey She was sufferin g from stomach cancer
and her daughter, Dionisia Mondragon wished to care for her. Harrington moved into Dionisia’s
basement and it was at this time that he did'his most extensive work with-Ascension. Ascension
had acquired a tremendous knowledge on all aspects of the Mutsun way of life through her parents -

~and the many peoplés she had had contact with. ‘Harrington's notes well document the Mutsun
history (before, during and after the:mission period), geography, customs, religion (old Indian

“prayers and songs), ceremonies, mythology, the use of hcrbs and natlvc wild plants and treatments -

of over 60 a1lmcnts 30

Harrington, howevcr, beheved the most s1gn1ficant aspect of hlS work w1th Ascension was the
rechecking and review of history and the contemporary recordings of the Mutsun language which

mcluded thc re—exammaﬂon of Anoyo de la Cuesta's: Vocabulano Mutsun.31 :

Hamngton s reports also prov1des a wealth of blographlcal 1nformat10n on Ascension: ahd her
family. Ascension was married at age 14 and had 17 children. ‘She died on January 29, 1930, and
‘became the last Amah Indian buried in the sacred grounds of the San' Juan Bautista Mission -

cemetery.32 - Today many of the Amah members proudly trace their lineage to Ascension
- Solorzano do Cervantes, eight of the council members are directly related to her (Figures 12-15).

. 27! The Woman Who Remembered Paradise” S_ag_[a&sm&_h_rgmgm 10 July 1988. . -
28 Mrs, Antonia Marie Corona (Ketchum), mtervrew by Elvxa A. Casullo, tape recordmg, Holhster, Cahfomla 30
April 1993, S R ‘ _ .
29 Malls,ElameL ed'I‘h P pers

York: Kraus Intemauonal Pubhcauons, 1900)
30.Ibid. ’
.31 Ibid.
32 Hatlo, Jim "San Juan 's Last Indian Remembered"”, Frgg Lance, 187 uly 1973

30,
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Figure 10
e i SO,

Photograph of Ascension Solorzano ‘and grave 51te
: (mourtesy of Tony Corona)
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Figure 11
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Exemption 6
Joseph Mondragon: I (7ribai Administrator)

Victor Mondragon: I

Charles Higuera: F

Donald Corona: ﬁ (Secretary of Council)

Melvin M. Ketchum I —

Martha Serna Azevedo: —
Andrew Orozco: : —

Several different lineage and linguistic groups compose the band, council chairperson Irene D.
Zwierlein is highly instnimental in the Bands genealogical research. At their own expense, she and
family members have traveled to Salt Lake City and spent many hours reviewing volume after
volume of the old California Mission books. She has contacted and visited countless churches,
schools, county clerks' and recorders' offices and the Bureau of Vital Statistics. With the aid of
birth certificates, she has been able to piece together the members' lineages.

Irene has been able to trace her own family's ancestry as far back as 1734 (Figure 16). She has
traced her family and tribal members' families to the seven missions established in the Costanoan
territory. Thus, all members of the Amah Band can document their direct descendence to the
Mission Indian. They have never been members of reservations nor of rancherias.

The Amah Band established its own Constitution and Articles of Membership which describes in
full the criteria for membership and procedures through which the group currently governs its
affairs and its members. " o ; o

The Amah (Mutsun) Band is not expressly terminated nor is it forbidden to participate in the

Federal-Indian relationship by statute. .
U

In remospect, the Amah Mutsun people have be'erfi identified from pre-contact times 1o the present
as "abonginals” who have inhabited the same geographical area for ten thousand years. They
survived the Spanish and Mexican governments who once possessed their Jands. Today, they still
survive and simply ask this Government for what is just and rightfully theirs -- recognition.

199 )

®

37
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i F ea’eral Regulatzons (25 CFR Part 83)

Petltlon for Acknowledgment

Amah Mutsun Trlbal Band

L EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
| The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band (the “Amah Mutsun Tnbe” or the “Trrbe”) hereby

b formally petmons the Umted States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”) ' e

i v and seeks Federal acknowledgment as an lndlan tnbe under Part 83 of trtle 25 of the Code of

‘ The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band ofﬁce 1s located at 789 Canada Road Wood51de
' -Cahforma 94062 The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Councﬂ the Trlbe s govemmg body, is as follows

Irenne Zwelrlem Charrperson »
IR Representmg the Gilroy lmeage i
" Joseph M. Mondragon, Tribal Administrator .
15"JosephE Mondragon, Council Member . © -~
- Representing the Cervantes-Solarsano lmeage BRI

:Melva Ketchum, TIL; Vice Chalrperson R
Scott Ketchum, Sergeant of Amms. L
Representmg the Solarsano—Corona hneage »_- I
iCarey Ardaiz, Council Member -~ .. R
Representlng the .Cano’ Soto-Alvarado lmeage L
vSteven BO_]OI‘tuS Council Member .- -

-+ lineage. . .

Kathryn chks Secretary :

_ The'members of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe are the dlrect documented descendants of the
btrrbe of Amencan Indrans h1storrcally referred to as the “Amah Mutsun. Tnbe ” the “San Juan

. ,Tnbe ” or the ‘San Juan Bautlsta Indlans ” The Amah Mutsun Tribe has been Iocated for

_ centuries in the San Juan Valley area of San Bemto and Santa Clara Countres in Northern

g ‘Cahfbmla Between 1797 and 1834 the Amah Mutsun Tnbe was forced to abandon their

- aneestral lands and relocate several mlles to live and work wrthm the San Juan Bautlsta MlSSlOl’l o .

F : ,cornpound m Northern Callforma The Mrssmn pnests kept coplous records of the 1dent1t1es

1oss7ss4v7 o e

' Representing the lsadora Bo;orques and Juamta Justamente v (R SR
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. baptlsms births and deaths of the compound s resrdents mcludlng the members of the Amah
Mutsun Tribe. Those records survive today.. Followmg the rehnqurshment by Spain of the
California territories and abandonment of the missions, the surviving members of the Amah
_ Mutsun Tribe were forced toleave the Mission San Juan Bautista. Some relocated nearby to

- “Indian Comers” on the ,border of the San Juan Bautista Mission lands and on nearby rancherias..

"‘Later, tribal members moved to the towns of Gilroy, Hollister, Arom‘as and Watsonville.

Smce that t1me the Amah Mutsun Tribe has survrved asa drstrnct commumty and has

: been 1dent1ﬂed as. such by a number of external sources. In addrtlon the Tribe has, throughout

s hlstory, been gulded by ltS leadership in all tnbal matters and 1t has followed an established -

B procedure for selectmg new leaders to accomphsh specxﬁc tnbal ob_]ectrves In thrs scheme of

:}hmlted govemment ‘its: leaders are not autocratlc but responsrve to the body of the Tr1be Whrle '

. the Tnbe has contmuously existed as a drstmct commumty throughout the years lits

SN orgamzatronal strength has mcreased m the twentreth century, culmrnatrng in the formatron of a-

- »non-proﬁt pubhc beneﬂt corporatlon for the Tnbe adoptton of a a Constltutlon and Enrollment

' Ordmance among other tnbal documents formal electlon of 1ts govermng body (the Amah
- Mutsun’ Trlbal Councxl) and the conduct of formal meetlngs of i its membershrp ona regular basrs
| b”»Currently, there are over 400 reglstered members of the Amah Mutsun Trrbe the vast ma_]onty of

. 'whom resrde wrthm 50 mlles of the ancestral terntones of the Amah Mutsun Tr 1be

The Amah Mutsun Tnbe is a tr1be dlstmct and separate‘from all other Indlan groups that

i "have 1dent1ﬁed themselves as from the Ohlone-Costanoan reglon Moreover the Amah Mutsun . '

St 'Tnbe 1s not part of any other tnbe group of trlbes or tnbal entrtles 1ncludmg the followrng

G _Costanoan Band of Cannel MlSSlOIl Indlans Ohlone/Costanoan Muwekma Trrbe Indlan Canyon o

L Band of Costanoan/Mutsun lndlans Sahnan Natlon Esselen/Costanoan Tnbe of Monterey

County Ohlone/Costanoan-Esselen Natron Sahnan Tribe of Monterey County, Costanoan- 2 [

e YI',:Rumsen Carmel T nbe or the Costanoan Ohlone Rumsen—Mutsen Trxbe

' '1-0155'7864”:»;:, L S g
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,“11. - REQUEST FOR ACTIVE CONSIDERATION

Based on this Petmon a.nd Suppomng Appendrces the Amah Mutsun Tnbe requests

“active consrderanon of this Petition and Federal acknowledgment as an Indian Tribe under Paxt

83 of Tltle 25 of the Code ofFederal Regulatzons (25 CSF Part 83) 8 The Tribe’s original
request for acknowledgment was submitted on J anuary 25, ]995 along with certam supportmg
, documentatron On February 16, 1999 the BIA Branch of Acknowledgment and Research

. (“BAR”) completed an 1n1t1al rev1ew of the ongmal request pursuant to Sections 83 lO(b) and (c)

G "vf-._'of the acknowledgrnent regulatlons 25 CFR Part 83 and lssued a Techmcal Assrstance letter B

R supplementatlon e

s ; '[supplementatlon of the Trlbe s orlgmal request ,

E 'under Sectron 83. IO(c) The BAR 1dent1ﬁed areas of the Tnbe s request that it beheved requlred |

Thrs Petltlon and Supportmg Appendlces. address the. matters ralsed in. the BAR s

| 'Techmcal Assrstance letter m addltron to prov1d i g extenswe addltlonal research and S
ccordrngly, the Amah Mutsun Tnbe 1s R

- prepared for and requests actlve consrdera'non of thlS Petltron

L ff THE PETITION AND SUPPORTING APPENDICES

Tnbe .mcludlng a focus on the mstltutlonal hrstory of the Trlbe to the present and the Trlbe s

, »ancestors mvolvement m the Tnbe The Supportmg Appendlces contam all of the documents -

: .and records c1ted m the Petmon mcludmg blbhographlc 1nformatlon and sourcé. of each o

S B 'document noted on the face of the document The Appendlces mclude the followmg records

vThe Amah Mutsun Trlbal Constltutlon and the Enrollment/Membershtp Ordmance
ranﬁedbytheTr1beonJune9 199 I o S

. Trlbal Chalrwoman Irenne Zw1erle1n traveled to Washmgton D. C 16 meet wrth :

. Mr. Flemmg, Branch Chief of the Bureau of Acknowledgement and Research on-March 6 2002

" A letter of introduction, signed by the current members of the Trlbal Councﬂ was presented at
- that mmalmeetmg and is attached asExhrbltl : R . S
10557864v7 wL RN -3_
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" - provrded as -soon as, they are completed by the genealogrst workmg wrth the Tr1be We

e ‘Federal'and State governmental records, including census rolls, 'identiﬂcations by
California pohtrcal entities, and federal and state correspondence wh1ch evrdence

external hlstoncal 1dent1ﬁcat10n of the Amah’ Mutsun Tnbe ‘

. The hrstoncal and brbhographlc source matenal whlch spans more than a century,

upon which this Petition is based (or the locatron of such materral)

: g f_!‘. | The oral hlstones and declaratlons of Elders of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe whrch

A provrde hlstorlcal source matenal upon whrch tlns Petmon is based and

. -'_';‘Amah Mutsun Tnbal matenals mcludmg copres of meetrng ﬂyers and

: announcernents whrch further evrdence the contmuous exrstence of the Trrbe dunng

o _the last century

The genealoglcal charts tables and records and the off cral membershlp hst wrll be

: “janncrpate that these records wrll document the drrect lineage of every current member of the e

i Amah Mutsun Tnbe to therr ancestor trlbal members of the Amah Mutsun Trlbe from the San A

i f]uan Bautlsta Mlssmn compound

Thrs Petrnon is organrzed to address each of the acknowledgment crrtena set forth in 25 ‘;' " -

& f_;CFR 83 '7(a)-(g) Smce there is an overlap of the mformatlon relevant to each of the crrtena,

”"‘portions of certam SECthDS may be repeated for ease of reference OF il emal references to

' 'relevant sectlons and pages are prov1ded where appropnate

jf':'- HISTORICAL NARRATIVE A SUMMARY OF TRIBAL HISTORY ER
The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band has an extensxve hrstory of communal actrvrty, shared

cultural understandmgs and collectlve religious ntuals and belrefs Amfacts located in the regron o

of the Amah Mutsun ancestral lands date the ongm of the Tnbeto apprommately 3000 years ago R

- In addition, from the mrd 17OOS to the present, the Tnbe s lnstory has been documented by

X hlstonans anthropologlsts lmgmsts and Joumallsts Over the past decade tnbal members have

10557864v7 T U gl
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. painstakingly assembled these written records in order to comply with regulations for federal

recognition.2 ’ ' ' ‘ '

} ‘The documentatron presents compellmg evrdence that federal regulatory requrrements

 have been met the group has been recognized by non-members as an Indian entlty since 1900
the group constttutes a distinct comimuni y whose uremuers have had conslstcm soC 1al '

interactionis since historic tlmes and the group has. followed recogmzed leaders who act on therr

| behalf. Moreover we beheve that every AMTB member has an authenttc descendancy chart -

R v'_'whrch estabhshes his or her dlrect descent toan Amah Mutsun ]ndlan who l1ved at the San Juan{ , .‘

- ‘Bautlsta MlSSlOI‘l compound between 1797 and 1832

e Collectrvely, the documentatlon rllustrates the narratrve of Amah Mutsun hrstory The

" Amah Mutsun ‘story allows us to apprec1ate the many obstacles the Amah Mutsun have 3

: overcome colomzers mtent on convertmg them to a new rehglon and more crvrllzed ways

y gold-rushers out for therr land dlseases whrch krlled more than three-quarters of thelr members :

e f»,;and government laws whrch't‘or : d them to camouﬂage therr Indlan 1dent1ty or be persecuted

!, , However desprte these prolonged attempts to eradrcate them the Trlbe has survrved The _
o ';”jextraordmary truth is. that m the face of th1s advers1ty, the Amah Mutsun mamtamed thelr tnbal :;_ o "

. j'hentageandtheuumty T S

1 A Prellmmary Note. Callforma Trlbes are Umque
It 1s mrsleadmg to examme the orgamzatlonal attnbutes of Cahfornla Indlans under the o

s » tradmonal deﬁmtrons assocrated w1th Indlan tnbes elsewhere in the country Umque hlstoncal

G c1rcumstances and an unusually bountlful envrronment allowed Calrforma tnbes to develop thelr TR

& “cultural practlces and 1dent1ty in a drstmct manner Based on tlns unusual development .

| :.,.framework anthropologrsts and hrstonans con51der Calrforma tnbes to be quahtatxvely drﬂ'erent :

For example the harsh desert envrronments and wamng nelghbors that plagued trrbes in

: 'the southwest or plams areas of the Unlted States were not present in Cahforma As a result,

o ' j»The Trihe is cunently'working'wiﬂr accredited genealogistKareni Clifford and
-+ anthropologist Anthony Garcia and to trace the history of the Tribe. See letter of introduction

AMB-PFD-V026-D0003 Page 5 of 50



B California tribes did not need to develop elaborate hierarchies with powerful chieftains who

- could protect them in'times,of scarc‘ity and war.3,

In addmon Cahforma was extensxvely controlled by coastal missions. As aresult of the } -
M1ssxon prlests attempts to assimilate the Indians, the identity ofa Cahforma Indian is
" - mncamentally different from Indians in other reglons It has evolved as an amalgamation of SR
various rehglous and cultural practlces that the Indians have come to see ‘as their own. F or o

examp]e the Catholic rellglon 1mposed by the Mission- pnests and mcorporated w1th more

. tradttlonal beliefs, has become an integral part of Amah Mutsun rehglous ritual after over a

.'century of practrce Mondragon declaratlon (Exhlblt 3).. And the Spamsh Mlssmn-gtven names s
- of the Amah Mutsun tnbal members still prevatl desptte the fact that' ver a century ago it w was. o L
__"" the Mlssmn pnests who dlctated them Id. Sl s FEERA

ThlS atyptcal development framework does not mean that the_Amah Mutsun Trtbal Band

S ’fwas ot oris not a proper trtbal group To the contrary, these unlque pressures forced the Amah

Mutsun Trlbe to develop alternatlve-methods of orgamzatlon practrcmg ntuals and mamtammg

i :»'trlbal 1dent1ty The followmg nan"atlve demonstrates the context wrthtn Wthh the Amah Mutsun

s Trlbal Ba.nd developed as well as specrftc hlstortcal events that shaped Amah Mutsun hlstory

S _and resume in Exhibit 2.

i The Early Hlstory Pre—European Freedom

R & .:The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band (AMTB) are 1nd1genous people who' occupled the San
'Juan Valley long before the Spanlsh amved 1n the late 17005 4 __Chttactac—Adams Hentage R

_Hurtado states that “[u]nllke Indtans in other parts of the Far West Cahfomla natives dld el

S ’not fonn large and powerful nations with warrior societies that fought the Us. Army. They lived .-

" in.much smaller groups and often qu1ckly accommodated to white i incursions. - When California
.. Indians resisted, they fought whites as individuals and small communities rather than formmg
_grand alliances to ‘go on the warpath.” Albert L. Hurtado Indlan Survrva] on the Callforma
Frontier 7 (Yale University 198 8) (Appendlx ). , _
4 Tribal'members interviewed by anthropo]oglst C. Hart Mernam in 1902 sald that the .
' “Amah Mutsun tribe “occupled [the] San Juan Valley long before the Padres came” because “it

. was their original home.” C. Hart Merriam, Ethnographic Notes on California Indian Tribes, in - |

- Reports of the Umverstty of Callfornta Archaeologrcal Survey, No 68 PartI]I 371 (Robert
'10557864v7 R R S -6-' C . SO o
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"C-ounty Park, Master Plan, 2 (Parks and Recreation Dept., County of Santa Clara, 1992)
(hereinafter “ChitaCtac MasterPlan”) (Appendix 3). ’ Radiocarbon dating of artifacts found. at the : o
sites of early Amah Mutsun v1llages show that the Tribe occupled the area as early as 3000 years :
“ago. Jd at2. The tersitory of the Amah Mutsun Tribe included all the land in the region of the
1 . ,Pajaro River dramage basin. Richard Levy, “Costanoan in Handbook of North Amencan el
- Indrans vol 8, 485 (Heizer volume ed : Srmthsoman Instttutton 1978) (hereinafter “Levy”)
i (Appendrx 4) The Tribe was geographrcally 1solated from 1ts nelghbors due to the physmgraphy
' . of the Valley See Maps (Appendrx 5) - :

e The Amah Mutsun tnbal commumty ‘was ongmally made up of approxrmately 2010 30
o ,'tvrllages located in the fertrle San Juan Valley Scholars have 1dent1ﬁed the ongmal v1]lages by

b -:_dlfferent names probably due to language and cultural bamers on the part of the original

- - .vscholars and explorers 3 It is mdlsputable though that there were numerous vrllages n the San

~ " Heizer ed , Univ. of Cal. Archaeologlcal Research Facﬂlty ]967) (heremafter “Memam
Ethnographlc Notes”) (Appendrx 2). :

s ~.According to one source, the' v1llages in the San Juan Valley that were: eventually taken _. - |

" ‘into the Mission San Juan Bautlsta included: “Absymc, Ausalma, Calendurruc Guachurrones, -
.- Mutsun; Orestaco (Popelotchom) Pagsin, Porosonma, Poytoqulr Risca, Schapana Tamarox, - R
+ Teboultac, ‘Thapana, Thrillrii, Tipisatac, Tureftaca, Urtaljamra Unijaima. Mission San Juan - -.'. o
i Batista, Thomas Savage 1878 CC44, Bancroft. Library (Appendrx 6). There are at least 6 lists -
o comprled by various authors. contammg variations of these names. ' Scholars and anthropo]og1sts
. drew names from the Mission’s baptismal records -and later, from other records mcludmg
o }mterrogatorles and Spanrsh land. grants. ‘These name variations necessanly arise in a situation
- such as this where very few people were actually exposed to all the Tribes in the Valley priorto
" the establishment of the Mission. ‘As a result; language barriers between the aboriginal people =~
. and the early Spanish arrivals (including the use of various phonetic spellmgs of the village ‘
R names), as well as dlﬁ'lcultxes encountered by modern anthropologxsts in interpreting the work of f o
7. the early scholars, may be responsible for the disparities in the lists. - Also, the early scholars -
e may not have realized the difference between the rancherias and the v1llages (see FN 6 below)
L - For example, Father Felipe de la Cuesta, who first studied the neophytes and Indian -
. villages around the Mission beginning in 1808, noted that there were 20 v1llages in the Valley
- . from which Indians were taken into the Mlssron Father John Martin, Mission San Juan Bautista: =
. The Causes and Effects of its Rise and Decline 35 (dissertation submitted to Univ. of Santa Clara, "
1933) (heremafter “Martin Dissertation”) (Appendlx . Tay]or identified 15 original o
~“Rancherias.” Alexander.S. Taylor, California Indlanology, see Appendix 8, Exhibit A. -
‘Merriam, writing in 1926, noted 21 Mission San Juan Bautista Tribes (villages), which were also
.. somewhat different from the other three lists discussed above. C.Hart Merriam, Personal =
- research papers, Film #1022, Reel #8, Series N, “List of Names of Bands, Tribes, or Villages.”
= (Appenchx 9) Engelhardt and Bancroft agreed on the names of 22 vrllages See Zephyrm FERER
| 105578647 . -7- SR .
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& Juan Valley with av common bond they shared cultural characteristics ‘v ‘they spoke the Mutsun" : |
language, they hved ina geographlcally contlguous area in:the San Juan Valley, and they
mteracted ona regular basrs These commonaltres united the Trlbal vrllages in the face of danger :
from outsiders. Although this assoclatron of v1llages may look drfferent from Tribes in other o
~ parts of the United States, anthropologists agree that based on the unique envrronmental and
‘hrstoncal factors present in California and the relatlonshlp among the vrllages '[hlS type of

orgamzatron constrtuted a Trlbe G- -

Members of the drﬁ'erent vrllages were umted by shared cultura] practlces and trlbal

o tradttlons They foraged for food and pounded acoms 1nto mush stew using an early version of

- the mortar and pestle Levy at 491 They wore only a grass or rabblt skin wrap. 7 They trapped '

o squrrrels and ﬁsh in umque ways : They wove baskets that were so skrllfully crafted that they : ) ‘ | : B

‘vangelhardt The Franc:1scans in Ca]lforma (Harbor Sprrngs 1897) Hubert Howe. Bancroft The o
" “Works, Vol XVll] 557 Fn 17 (The Hrstory Co San Francrsco 1890) (sources not prowded
' here) : :

. 6. Due to the umque development an organrzatronal structure of Cahforma trlbes

' anthropologlsts employ different terms to 1dent1fy groupings of Indians in California. For .
- example, in his Senate testrmony in'1926, C: Hart Merriam acknowledges the problem of

. defining Indian groups in‘California. He states: - “These difficulties [in identifying the Indian

who participated in the 1851 treatres] are partly in the 1nterpretatlon of the word ‘tribe,” (for . "

- anthropologists are not: agreed to as to the definition of tribe), but mainly in distinguishing tribes ERT

- ._-from villages. Many of the so-called tribes enumerated in the Erghteen [Unratlﬁed] Treaties - . .: -

- were not: tnbes at all; they were simply rancherias or- vrllages ‘But these were not all of the same - LT

. rank: In'some cases there was a head or ruling village with several subordinate villages, and a- e
“ - ‘definite tract: of land that belonged to it; a number of such rancherjas constitute atribe.” C: Hart AR

o .- Merriam papers, Film #1022, Reel #80; Indian Welfare: Investigations of the Indian Bureau, 6
- (U.C. Berkeley, Bancroft Library 1926) (heremafter “Merriam Testlmony”) (Appendix 10).

| Levy coined the term “tribelet’ which is defined as “one or-more v1llages and a number of camps:

-+ within a tribelet territory.” Levy at 487. The 20 v1llages in the San Juan Valley who shared the :
. cultural characteristics discussed below made up the Amah Mutsun Tribe.
SR Martm writes that “[t]he pagan San Juan Indians as a rule ‘went naked The women wore G
- a handful of grass or a piece of deerskin.. Sometimes the men wore a cape of’ sealskm orof rabblt. O
- ."In cold weather a deer skin was employed ‘Martin Disseitation at’ 55, . Sl
'8 . Forexample, to catch squirrels, the Arah Mutsun would light a tree on fire and coverall .

~ holes in the tree with manure.  After the fire had bumt itself out, the squirrels would be found

o : lying at the mouth of the holes overcome by . smoke inhalation. Martin Dissertation, 38-9. To

catch fish, tribal members would sometimes use nets, but often; then would line a bag with'

" leaves and prop open the mouth w1th abranch. Then children would scare the fish who would
dart into the camouﬂaged bag and be trapped. Id. at 40; see also Mondragon declaration,
©l0ss7864v7. - L B o
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. big enough for two families: Merriam, Ethnographic Notes at373. -

~ could be used to carry Qater,' and cook food with hot stones.? They lived in round huts, 10 They
- practiced collective rituals.!l Members of the various villages intermarried.1? Artifacts related

1o these activities have been unearthed in recent times. 3.

9 Joseph Mondragon describes how the stones, which had been heated by fire, would be
- - placed inside the baskets to heat the water. The boiling Water would then be used to cook the
food. See Mondragon declaration.‘ P TP oo o
10 Barbara Solarsano, a San Juan Bautista Mission Indian, told Merriam that prior to the
- arrival of the Spanish, homes were circular and conical and were made of tule or brush and were =~

11" - A member of Anza’s expedition observed some of the monuments to these rituals when

~he passed through in 1776. Describing a cemetery located in the territory where the Amah

. Mutsun historically resided, he wrote “on the poles were hung something like snails and some o
- tule skirts which the women wear.- Some arrows were stuck in _the_.ground, and there were some
- feathers which perhaps were treasures of the person buried there.” Bolton’s Anza Diaries, Diary -
. of Father Pedro Font, the 1776 Anza Expedition from San Francisco Bay to Monterey, March 24,
- "1776. (This source could not be included in the Appendices) = L T
- -Observers at the Mission San Juan Bautista described the ritual for mourning a death; - -

“When there was a death in the family the women cut their hair and bumned it, painted their faces . »

"¢ black, and wore black beads and earrings.” They wept and had a particular rhythm for grief .~ .
%+ 'moaning, and som_eti'mes"f‘pr‘ofe's'siOUaI_wéépe'r_s!werve:’e,mplpyedjfo'r the occasion.” ‘Marjorie " "
- .. Pierce, East of the Gabilans 30 (Western Tanager Press 1981) (Appendix 11).: = - ..

©o10 Milliken’s data shows that the various “Tribes,” as he calls them, intermarried prior to the

' arrival of the Spanish. Randall Milliken et, al, Archeological Test Excavations at Fourteen Sites

~ Along Highways 101 and 152, Vol. 2: History, Ethnohistory, and Historic' Archeology, pgs 50-

- 54 (submitted to CalTrans Sept 1993) (hereinafter “Milliken Report”) (Appendix 12). Millikén =~ =
also struggles with-the definition of a Tribe with respect to the California Indians. He notes that .~
- the “socio-political groups of west-central California were clusters of unrelated family groups .
~ which formed cooperative commiunities,” and as such; they fit one definition of a tribe. Millikes -
Report at 24, However, he also notes that the definition of “tribe” often refers:to those who share =
- -alanguage,” and as a result, some anthropologists have grouped all Costanoansunderone =~ . -
~umbrella. /d  Due to the unique situation in California, Milliken chooses to refer to each village
_group as a “Tribe” despite the fact that the villages shared a common language, common cultural - -

N practices and they often acted in concert. While Milliken’s data is a valuable source of -

. information, the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band believes that the villages of the San Juan Valley - |
- composed one tribal entity, and when they were brought together at the Mission San Juan

EAR Bautista, their tribal bonds solidified.. ==

13. " Artifacts from early Amah Mutsun activities have been found at the sites of the original

‘ Amah Mutsun villages. At the Chitactac-Adams park, for example, many traces of the ancient . - o

‘culture can be seen: bedrock mortars used to pound the acoms and other food, cupules and =
grooves, shell samples and tools, cooking stones, pestles, beads and other omaments, and even

. -artistic petroglyphs in the “cup-and-ring” motif, Chitactac Master Plan at 39.. See also map, - -

- page 6 in App. 3 and App. 5, to pinpoint location of the park inrelation to the Amah Mutsun
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The traditional structure and leadershrp-promotron mechanlsm of the Amah Mutsun Trxbe

- is specific to tnbes in this region. Each vrllage had its own local leader. These leaders were .

v called ‘capitans’ by the Spamsh See Mlssron San Juan Bautista Register of Baptisms, nos. 107

409, 456, 665, 829, 1215, sarnple record attached hereto as Exhibit 4. Descendants of the

' original inhabitants of Monterey County told J.P. Ha.rrmgton that “their ‘captains’ or chiefs were y

'responsible for feedlng visitors' providing for the impoverished and directing expeditions for

huntmg, fishing, gathermg and warfare ”14 Randall Mllhken “People of the Santa Clara Valley '

: in the 1770s,” in Archaeologlcal Investrgattons Introductlon page i (Cal Dept of - R,
: 'Transportatron DlSt 4; l994)(heremafter “Mlllrken s 1770’s Report”) (Appendrx 13) In day-to- g

"‘day aﬂ'a1rs tribal: members relied. on the w1sdom of the v1llage elders ]d. Accordrng to oral

S g hrstory, when a crrsrs arose trlbal members would choose a. leader based on  his specific .-

T experlence and ablllty to gurde the tnbe through the CI‘lSlS at hand Mondragon declaratlon The

- leader would work w1th leaders from the other Amah Mutsun vrllages to reso]ve the common :

R problem and then when the crisis was resolved the leader would resume his posrtron as an

- - average member of the tnbal group I In thrs way, the v1llages Jomed forces agamst outsrde - o

threats

Most srgmﬁcantly, the Amah Mutsun v1llages were drstlnct from trrbes outsrde therr

o valley due to therr umque language No other Indlan trrbes spoke Mutsun Levy at 485. Whrle a

. A the Costanoan language famrly was made up of elght separate languages mcludmg Mutsun each

B :."._‘flanguage was “as dlfferent from one anoth : '_as Spamsh is from French” in the Romance

'- language group 15 Id Pl‘lOI‘ to t.he amval of theSpamsh the Mutsun language had been spoken , S

© " villages. ‘These petroglyphs are umque to the Amah Mutsun vrllages in that ‘unlike in other
- _regions, the concentric circle pattern does not appear wrth other forms of rock art. Chrtactac- .
“Adams Master Plan at 6-7,40. =

L 14~ Priorto the 1870s, the borders of Monterey County encompassed the ancestral lands of

‘the Amah Mutsun Tribe in the San Juan Valley: - .
15 The. Costanoan region stretches from San Francrsco to Monterey and the elght languages ;
included Karkin, Ramaytush, Chochenyo, Tamyen; -‘Awaswas, Chalon, Mutsun, and Rumsen. .
- Levy at 486. The language of each tribe was most similar to the language of the nerghbormg
- tribes, but they were distinct from each other and completely dlfferent from languages outsrde ‘
- the Costanoan famrly ]d R R : SRR R , :
CaessTEeaVT o -10-. =
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o Calderon and’ San Bemto rivers in the San'__uan Valley due

T Mondragon declaratlon The Mlssron "S I

in the San Juan Valley for hundreds of years, zci at 485 and it was one of the ﬂrst Amencan o
h g Indran languages extenswely studred in North Amenca 16, ) '

The Tnbe remamed undrsturbed in the San Juan Valley unt11 1770 when Fages o
: expedrtron passed through to evaluate locatrons for the constructron of amlssron The Fages ‘.:
 party wrtnessea several large viilages in the v1crmty of the future Mission San Juan Bautrsta, in |
. the heart of the terntory of the Amah Mutsun vdlages Milliken Report at 63-4 During a Rivera
“expedition of 1774 ‘Father Francrsco Palou mteracted wrth a v1llage containing * not less than Y
. three hundred souls of both sexes,” located near the future srte of the Mission San Juan, near the
B ‘5 present day. town of ‘Gilroy. ! 17 Herbert E. Bolton Anza 5 Cahforma Expeditions, Vol. 1-4 Dlary
of Palou, Nov 25 1774 (Urnv of Cal Press 1930) From that pomt forward the Spanrsh
- mteractmn wrththe Amah Mutsun vrllages 1ncreased Mxlhken Report at 68

e The Mlssmn San Juan Bautnsta 1797-1834

The Amah Mutsun Tnbe had been ‘draWn to":the tnangle of land surroundmg the PaJaro

e'-abundance of water and fi sh

";lu:an Bautlsta bullt m 1797 was desrgned to ber no

more than a day s nde from the other Mrssrons along the coast In: addrtron 1t is beheved that the o )
o -‘Mrssmn was located in thls part of the valley m order to be near these lndlgenous vrllages i

o These vrllages became a source of labor and converts for the Mrssron prrests 19 An analysrs of o o

s Father Arroyo dela Cuesta studred the Mutsun language between 1808 and 1832 and was
.the ﬁrst to compile a detailed grammar and vocabulary book containing “2884 words, phrases

" and sentences of the Mutsun Indians” and: grammar of the language “which is a-branch of -

" Costanoan speech.” Martin Dissertation at 37-8. Martin also states that “[t]he San Juan. Indrans | g
-“who called themselves the Ama tribe, ‘had the five vowels i in their language.” Id. : '

o - In1776,Anza descnbes ‘passing by avrllage of 17 huts from which emerged three o
L “heathen inhabitants” who gave the explorer a present of three fish. ‘Based on directional -

o _references made in the diary, Milliken concludes that this village was located in the present Old

S Gilroy area. Milliken Repoxt at 66. The Amah Mutsun vrllages encompass ed the temtory '

B . around Old Gilroy.

18 - - Father Martin wrote that the Church at the Mrssron San Juan Bautrsta was. erected for the

" “Mutsun Indians.” Martin Dissertation at 35.

1% Hurtado notes that because the non—Indran popula’non was less than 3500 in Cahfomla
“the missions and Indran labor were the basis for Cahfomra s economy Neophytes constmcted
10557864v7 D el -]1-. ' : .
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o :Southern Callforma, vol 42: 3 275 (Sept 1960) (Appendrx 14)

the baptrsmal records 1nd1cates that 85% of the Indlans brought into the Mission between 1797

and 1834 were from one of the onglnal Amah Mutsun vrllages See Zwierlein declaratron

v Exhlblt A

Indeed irnmedilately after their arrival the Spa.rﬁsh condut:ted a campaign to s.ubsurn.e -
and control the Amah Iv'ursun Spamsh solcuers used force to remove the Indians from thelr
. v1llages and bring them to the Mlssron compound Children 1 were separated from their parents SRR
- and they hved m separate cornpounds within the Mission walls 20 Zwrerlem declaration. Once’ | s
i an Indlan was baptlzed the prlests consrdered that the Indlan belonged to the Mission and he was -
| not permrttedto retum to h1s tﬂbal lands 21 Between 1797 and 1834 3 967 Indlans were |
‘baptlzed and therefore became pnsoners at the Mrssron San Juan Bautlsta ] N. Bowman The R

B -Number of Calrforma Indrans Baptlzed Dunng the Mrssron Penod Hrstoncal Socrety of

v Many of the chnstlamzed Indrans -or neophytes as they were called attempted to ﬂee the
: harsh condltlons and the v1rtual slavery of the Mrssron SF. Cook “Confhct Between the '

. Cahforma Indlan and Whlte C1v1llzat10n ‘in The Callfonna Indrans A Source Book 566

= : ’ (Helzer& Whlpple eds Umv of Cal Press 1951) (Appendrx 15) As a result after ]815

i ._gfiback to the Mlssron 2

o '_-Spamsh rml]tary expedltlons were routmely dlspatched to Iook for runaways and brmg them o

g }the bulldmgs herded the cattle worked the ﬁelds and drd whate rwas requrred to keep the e
© missions running.”. Hurtado at 24, e i Lo
20 Normal famrly relatlonshlps were drsrupted Accordmg to Father Martm “[a]t the , S
~'Mission, young girls and [unmarried} women were careﬁrlly guarded and kept under lock and R
 keyat night.” Martin Dissertation at18.. . v ARRE
21 Taylor states that from the moment the Indian was baptlzed “he is supposed to have

. taken eternal vows,” and is not permrtted to return to his v1llage Taylor, see Appendix 8,

. "Exhibit B. This is justified by the priests under the theory that “they could not conscrentlously L S
* administer baptism to beings of so little mmd, unless the govemment would a assume the nghts of S

o ;god-father and be respons1ble in some measure for their perseverance.” Id

7_105578641:7 R -12-

..% Two Spanish sergeants who had set out from the Mission San Juan Bautista in November L
- 1815 in search of “runaway Indlans” described their first encounter as follows: L

- On the same aftemoon as sunset ] decided to send two men on horseback; hidden

-~ in the winding of the river, to stop these Indrans who were going to their ranchena

After a little, two Indrans appeared before them but seemg that they were to be
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‘ “ Likeother religious and cultural oppressors, hOWever :the San Juan Bautlsta'Mission -
padres were excellent record-keepers and they mamtalned meticulous records of all the Amah
Mutsun activities. Zwierlein declaratron Accordmgly, much more is known about Amah
: Mutsun individuals enslaved there than those. who remained free in their vrllages and elsewhere ,

~ around the Valley. The Mission library contained records about the local Amah Mutsun people
1nclud1ng records of brrths baptrsms mamages and funerals as well as punishments and

1mprlsonments Id

From these records Journals and other documents related to Mrssron itis apparent that

the pnests attempted to mculcate in the Amah Mutsun a new value system to “crvrllze” them : '_

vNecessanly, tnbal act1v1ty was forbndden Neophytes were not allowed to speak the Mutsun - o

o language to conduct trrbal ceremomes or to use therr own Indlan names 3. They were not

i allowed to retum to thelr v1llages 24 They were punlshed if these rules were broken 25 As a

attacked by the soldiers they abandoned horse and saddle and swam’ across the
river... The soldier ... knew from the saddle that it belonged to the runaway
o “Indian Antonio from the Mission of La Soledad. -~ . '
. Inocente Garcia, Diaries, Copies of Hrstoncal Accounts Fllm #1022 Reel #73 unpaged (Umv

U of Cal, , Bancroft Library). (Appendix 16). -

g In the early days, immediately.after the Mrssron had been burlt pnests and explorers

o . were interested in the cultural practlces of the original inhabitants.  De la Cuestanoted the =~

. Tribe’s use of songs. He wrote, “[t]hey are 'very fond of music and song. They learn with -

8 g facility what is  taught- them, but on the instruments also remember the pagan tunes. . .They have -
" - songs for games -for funerals, for the tlrne of being cured, for wartime, for the chase, forthe =

" dances of men, for the dances of women, for the entertalnlng of boys and others for countmg, S
e for fables.” Martin Dissertation at 61. :

o However the priests quickly became more 1nterested in stampmg out ‘

~In response to the 1812 Interrogatorio posed by the Spanish government, a priest at the Mission

3

'_  San Juan Bautista responded: “One of the other of the. recently converted still observes the - B
- [tradmonal] custom,; but, at present, they are abandonmg their superstitions and vain. observances -

" in consequence of the steady preaching and Gospel instructions which we give them in order to
_destroy such practices.” Father Zephyrin Engelhardt, Mission San Juan Bautlsta A School of .
- Church Music 16 (Mission Santa Barbara 193 1) (Appendix 17).

24 Martin states that the priests were justified in penalizing the neophytes for leaving the

" Mission San Juan Bautista compound. “Today, absence without leave would not seem to be a

_grievous fault. But in those days it meant probably that the Indian had gone back to the hills to -
‘take part in immoral pagan practices and perhaps evento foment an attack on the farthﬁll

. Indians.” Mamn Drssertatlon at 60.

" 10557864v7 S |- 8
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N fesuit, 'fhe Amah Mutsun conduéted th‘eiir.ti'ibal actvivit‘ié's »anc‘i :spoke thveirv ]anguaée in secret,

Mondragon declaration. This practice became a part of vthve'Amah Mutsun culture: th‘e" Aﬂmh R
Mutsun learned to carnouﬂége ﬂlém'éelizes in order to avoid discrimination or ‘even g‘ree_iter L R
~ persecution. Jd The new Spanish names they”_recevived'at baptism were only the beginning of =

- the Amah Mutsun tradition of cloaking their cultural practices and idenﬁty. :

3 At the Mission, the neophytes were ‘a']sc‘) taught"r.léw"-tra‘des and skills, and many became T
: s ervants for the priests and the local rancheria ‘o‘\_amers.i"6 :A-'v‘lex'a’ndebr Taylor provides an examp_le ’ :1 '
: _of how 'déspité_the_-ne'w teachings, the Amah Mufsun_'cillfﬁré.:wés'pc;pétuatéd: the AmahMutsun ~
' ,u_s'ed tfad'iti;malv bark vessels for cookif;g fbod_aﬁd rbastirig.coffeé for the pﬁests, as well as a L
speclal tvéchniq’uve‘ toturn t'hevmake'shift' bdts ovérthé fire 50 'qu'i'c‘ik'lyﬂ_t:ha't' fhe qud.bwlas roasted _
) thhout 'éithér‘ihé basket br’fifs_cbh.teht‘s bemgbumed T'éy]»o:r’;'_"‘éfﬁn'h[‘ed] that th‘e bes‘t mcthﬁ)d"': o

. for roa§fihg _éoffee cannot excel this me%in's,;‘; ""27-_,Taylo'r; see -Appendix'fs, Exhibit C. "

- In addition to battling assaults on their culture, Califonia Indians were also assaulted by~~~

. foreign diseases: smallpox, measles and venereal diseases that arrived with the Spanish. Hurtado i

ﬁi’2'5'z: | Cofp‘oréI;'pﬁﬁiShméhfwasﬂ&idéspfeéd;";fFvat.lvie{VéheéaéA ciéscribcfd with abpraval the early -
- technique of onerobust priest who was tired of enduring the disobedience of the Indians: = '

Co - “Father Ugate ....took the Indian by the hair, just as he was laughing most immoderately and =

- making signs of mockery to the others, lifted him up into the air swinging himto and fro three or o
four times.” When that turned out to be an ineffective deterrent, the priests resorted to harsher =
- methods, like lashings with the whip, and imprisonment. :Martin Dissertation at 59, quoting '~ - = -

B Womén'v"ve're'éle'bunishéd.’ Té)il'c:)rlwﬁ’:cés‘ thatthelndlancamquesat all,ﬂiéBay"aréa."? i

Missions, acted as “blind executors of the wishes of their superiors” and were elected by the - ‘
_people as magistrates.- These caciques punished the women far from the village, “so far distant . -

- - that their cries may not excite too lively a compassion...” but the men are punished before -

~ “everyone so that “the punishment may serve as an example.” And, “[the disobedient Indians]

e  generally ask for grace, then the executioner diminishes the force of the blows, but the numberjs

“always irevocably fixed.”. Taylor, see Appendix 8, ExhibitC. . T
- % Inresponse to the Spanish government’s Interrogatorio in 1812, priests atthe Mission =~
- San Juan Bantista stated that “[a]t present, we Missionary Fathers educate the young and other - L
rational people, and we occupy them in.a Christian and civil manner in all the branches of . - ¢

agriculture, carpenter work, etc.” Engelhardtat15. . = .

- .27 - In another example, Hurtado notes that to conitrol sexual behavior, single women were .

" locked in dormitories at night. However, “Im]issionaries complained about Indians breaking -

- their marriage vows and secretly keeping up native customs, indicating that the Franciscans were -
. not wholly successful in converting neophytes to Hispanic practices.” Hurtado at 24-5.
10557864v7 - T 14e S
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v at 24-5. Taylor’s Indianology reports that in 1823, at the Mission ‘San'JuanlBautista there had
been a total of 3,396 baptlsms 858 marriages and 19,421 deaths. After two decades of _'
subjugation, there were only 1 ,248 “Indian souls” in resrdence 28 Taylor, see Appendix 8,

Exhibit D. The lncredrble losses suffered by the Amah Mutsun tribe taught an important lesson

~ avoid the ¢ well-meamng forergners who promise salvatron and crvrllzatron. Zwierlein

o , declaratron

Although the Mrssron perrod unsurpnsmgly supphes lrttle documentary evidence of the
3 'pre-contact Amah Mutsun cultural characterrstlcs (due to the fact that it was these very

E charactenstrcs that the pnests sought 16 expunge) oral h1stones tell us that 1t was an 1mportant

o -"_-.;perrod of trrbal solrdanty Mondragon declaratlon Many of the Amah Mutsun 1nducted mto the SRR o

. MlSSlOI‘l were chrldren separated from therr parents and extended famrhes in close proxrmrty to.

P other chlldren forced to leam anew culture Ici Assembled at the MlSSlOﬂ compound and.

L overwhelmed by the forelgnness of these new ways the neophytes developed strong bonds wrth

' therr trlbal brothers and srsters Llfe at the Mrssron whrlc repressrve broke down any barrlers ‘

:: : that may have exrsted between the 1nhab1tants of the drfferent Amah Mutsun v1llages Id L - Q,:: =

- 4 The MexrcanPertod1834-1848

| ,mthe éérlygr_ 820s,the Mejricans' began to "'

'arnve.m the San Juan Valley Mrllrken Report at 87 The Mexrcans began to consolldate control

o : of outlymg lands Ici and by 1833 they forced the Spamsh totu _'__over the Mrssron lands and

i :::‘seculanze the MlSSlOIl 1tself Thomas F. ng & Patrrcra

':Hrckrnan The Southern Santa Cla.ra o R

_ | : Valley, Cahf‘omra A General Plan for Archaeology 50 (Natronal Park Serv1ce 1973)
i :j _-(herelnafter “ng Report”) (Appendrx 18) Shortly thereafter the remarnrng Amah Mutsun

S were. forced to leave the MlSSlOIl compound Once agam the Mexrcan authontles promrsed to

return land to the orrgrnal mhabrtants 29 However under pressure from the Mexrcan and Spamsh C

s Taylor recorded these 1 248 Indrans as members of the “Mutxuna” T rrbe Taylor see .

" Appendix 8, Exhibit E at 32. Mutxuna is undoubtedly a variation on the word “Mutsun.” - . -
¥ Rawls writes, “[ulnder the secularization decree of 1834 half of the mission lands were to

- be reserved for those Indians who wished to remain at the missions; few Indians, however, were -

- ableto retain their property for long. Most of the former mission lands, as well as other tracts -
along the coast and inthe valleys of California, were granted to pnvate citizens by the new

105578647 B RTINS PRI P N
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citizens who wanted land, the Mex1cans d1d not follow through none of the land was ofﬁclally

tumed overto the Amah Mutsun Rawls at 20 L

Instead the Amah Mutsun were forced to scavenge for land or work Some of the Amah
Mutsun moved to the estates of their employers Spanlsh landowners who were allowed to
' j:: continue their f. rarmmg actlvmes unimpeded by the change in govemrnent 30 Others remained in
..the town of San Juan Bautlsta and formed a settlement at the southern border, in a place - |
subsequently named Indlan Cormners. Indian. Corners became fora ttme the center of Arnah

o ,’Mutsun trlbal actrvrty See Zw1erle1n declaratlon

The Arnval of the Amencans Begmnmg in 1848

In 1849 the Amah Mutsun were dlsturbed agam when Anglo settlers came to the reglon .

S .'The rush for gold and for land put all the northem Calzfomza Indlans m severe danger Indran e

o Commlssmner Roy Nash descr1bed those early days of days of Amerlcan occupatron .

Callforma Indlans were‘dnven off therr land by the greedy, and for many years glven :

,absolutely nothmg m retum ,nven oﬁ' is not exactly the pre01se word “Far more were _' i R

L ihqurdated in the Russran sense.. Shot down l1ke _]ack rabblts » 31 Roy Nash Sacramento Indlan

o Agency, Address to the Westem Regzonal Conference August 14, 1940 page 7 (Appendrx 20)

o 1,Mex1can govemrnent Under Mexico’s I1beral colomzatlon pollcy 1nd1v1duals could obtam
..~ rancho grants in. California.of up to 50,000 acres." Dunng the entire Spamsh period only twenty
- private land grants had been made, whereas 500 ranchos were created by the Mexican v

i government.” 'James J. Rawls, Indians of Californiia, The Changmg Image 20 (Umv of Okla

. Press. 1984) (Appendlx 19); see also; ‘Engethardt at 60-61. .
s 30 - Rawls writes that “[m]ost of the former mission Indlans however were taken over by the
: 'rancheros and continued to work without i mten'uptlon for their new masters. The important -

'  difference between work at the rancho and at the mission was. that in the rancho the communal _
relatlonshlp was lackmg the proﬁts of Indian labor were approprlated almost entirely by the ~ -

ranchero.” Rawls at 20. The virtual slavery of the Mission system continued on the rancherias.

v Also, “[a]gncultura] and household labor was supplied by Christianized Indians who R
“lived in dlfferent kinds of settlements [on the ranchena] dependmg on marital status.” Klng
,Report at 50, . ;

31 The attitude of the newcomers is ev1dent in Bancroﬁ s Hlstory of Cahforma “We do not

© " know why the Digger Indians of California were so shabbily treated by nature; why with such

- fair surroundings they were made so much lower in the scale of intelligence than their neighbors;
" but being low, and unsoph1sncated in a measure harmless unt11 trodden upon surely it was not a.

s loss7ggavy . o R -16- S
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The Anglos had no respect for the culture and traditional \vaysv of the abonﬂginal people,
nor for their rights to occupancy of the land. California Indians were treated like property or - _
worse. For example Supenntendent Beale reports that “Indrans were caught like cattle for the
work season near the large towns.” Bancroft, History. of Cal. at478-9, FN 10. It was also
common “to kldnap children and enslave them.” Id. Bancroft also reports that a “humorous
| article in the Tnmty in 1855 refers to a “market rate and dema.nd for” women that was. based on

E ‘actual trafﬁc ’ “’Good middling’ could: be had for ﬁve oxen, seven deer and five parr of -

: iblankets > Id

Anglos ﬁrrthermore were afraxd of the Cahfomra Indlans from the outset. Due to the ;', -
:Ang]os bad experrences wrth the Plams Indlans they treated Calrforma Indrans with bmtalrty 32
- 'Persecuted once again, as they had been by Spamsh a.nd Mexrcan conquerors the Amah Mutsun o

- sought shelter ina Spamsh 1dent1ty 3 Mondragon dec]aratron

v In the early 18505 the federal government mterceded The government became alarmed_
: -’:by reports of v1olence agamst the aborrgmal populatrons and it estabhshed specta] mrhtary
' breservatrons to remove the Indrans from the general populatron Robert Herzer ed Federal
: Concem about Condmons of Cahforma Indrans 1853 0 1913 Erght Documents Introductory .
.Note page 1 (Ballena Press 1979) (heremafter “Helzer s Erght Documents”) (Appendtx 22) At S

-"mark of hrgh merit on the part. of the newcomers to extermmate them so qulckly ” Hubert Howe RS

ol e iBancrott The Works, History of California.- Vol. XX1v,. 1860-1890, at 474 (T he Hrstory Co
B San F rancrsco 1890) (herernaﬁer Bancroft, History of Cal.”) (Appendix 21). -

~ Inhis testimony to the Senate, Merriam provided an example of the harsh treatment of

- "-Indrans in Callfornra by the new white arrivals. On Apnl 16, 1859 a Calrfomla newspaper - ﬁ_ .

“mentions that men were hired to hunt for Indians were bemg pard so much for each scalp or.
‘some other. satisfactory évidence that- they had been kllled The money has been made up by
_ subscrrptlon " Merriam Testimony at 20." R
32 Bancroft writes, “The most promment feature of thelr contact wrth the gold-seekers was

~abuse on the part of the white men, and. consequent retaliation. A hatred for Indians was - -

-acquired on the plains, from whrch the mrlder tnbes of Ca]rfomla had to suffer.” Bancroft,

. - History of Cal. at 476. i -
333 Tronically, it may be that the Amah Mutsun s success at adoptmg a spamsh/ mexrcan h

identity saved the tribe in the long run. Numerous historians tell of the war in California »
- between the new white settlers and the Indians. Cook stated that by 1865, “counties were .
. virtually cleared of all Indrans who hved in ranchenas and trlbal relatrons " Cook at 282. The o

wwes
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these rnllltary-eonipounds the federal goyernrnent conducted treaty negotlations with local

Indians. In some cases, American oﬁ“icxals randomly desrgnated an mdxvrdual as a tribal leader

in others they nommated a tribal member to represent all the tribes in a partlcular regron

. regardless of actual tribal affiliation. 3+ Subsequent study of the 18 negotiated treatles ylelds no _‘
definitive proof of whether the Amah Mutsun were represented at the negotiations. 35. |

‘Immedtately after the treatres were completed a powerful business and local political lobby

LT quashed all hopes of gettmg the treatres ratlﬁed in the Senate, 36 The Senate placed the treatles in

' secret ﬁles and they remamed there untll in 1905, the Senate voted to remove the i mjuncnon of' L o

- 'secrecy Homer Stewart thlgatron and Its Effects at 705 (Appendlx 24)

:Throughout thls trme state hostllrty towards Callf'omla Indlans mamfested 1tself' n. legal

. :-'_I_.':Trestrlct ns At the Cahf‘omla Constltutronal Conventron in 1849 and 1n subsequent legrslatxon 1n -

e ]850 Callfomxa Indxans were depnved of the civil nghts granted by the Treaty of Guadeloupe

B -Hldalgo 1ncludmg votmg rlghts the ablllty to glve legal evrdence in any case ln Wthh a whrte S

' person was a party 5 the ablhty tor etam an attorney, and the ablllty to Possess ﬁreanns In IR

: addltron whlte people were authonzed to mdenture Indrans as uncompensated laborers w1thout

o .Spamsh relrglon language and hablts nnposed on the Amah Mutsun Trrbe in the Mrssron - g
‘ probably insulated them'to a certain degree from this v1olence i

- 34 . Robert Heizer analyzed the treaty negotiations as follows: “The three commrssxoners d1d
. not. have the slrghtest idea of the actual extent of tribal lands of any group they met with ..

' Takenall together one cannot imagine a more poorly concerved more inaccurate; less mformed

- and less democratic process than the making of the 18 treaties in 1852-1853 with the Calrfomra B
+-Indians. It was & farce from begrnnmg to end...” ‘Robert Heizer, The Eighteen Unratlﬂed
- - Treaties of 1851-1852 Between the Cahforma Indlans and the U S Government, 5 (U C.

i Berkeley, 1972) (Appendix 23)."

RLE - Merriam testified before the Senate that even 1f' speclﬁc tnhes had partrcrpated in the S
R 185} negottatlons itis unlikely that the tribes sent achief'to the military encampments. The =
- California Indians had already been tricked by Anglos: relying on the Anglos’ promises of '

. “blankets, oil, food and money, the Indians gathered in'a designated place where they were -
S subsequently slaughtered ‘Merriam Testrmony at 11. In this testimony, Memam also '

recommended that all Indians of California receive compensation for the promises made in the .

. aborted treaties, regardless of whether they had actually signed the treaties. Merriam Testrmony R -

~at15. This led to the 1928 Enrollment Process where the Bureau of Indran Affarrs attempted to o
~ count the Indians still residing in California. - :
36 . Special Agent Kelsey describes the treatles as provrdlng a beneﬁt to the Indians o the ‘
“tune of $11,000,000 1906 dollars. The treaties were not ratified in the Senate because they were
- “strongly opposed by the [gold] miners.” Heizer, Eight Documents at ]26 -7 .

' _"10557854\;7 , A = -18_
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» penalty.’. Stewart at 705. * Finally, the Speclal Cornmittee in the California Congress designated
~ to investigate the treaties made between the federal govemnment and the Indians, recommended
. that all Indians be e_;ected from the state. 1.J. Wamer Report, Reports of the Specnal Committee

o “to Inquire into the Treaties made by the U.S. Indran Comm1ss1oners with the Indians of

| .- California, 10 (1852) (Appendix 25). This environment was fiot conducive to Indian DR
: proclamations of s’,overeignty, demands for ancestral lands, or declarations of tribal identity. This
: pervasive, statewude persecutlon sent a message to the Amah Mutsun h1de orbe eradlcated 37

See Zw1erlem declaratlon

' Beglnnmg m 1900 the federal govemrnent agarn decrded to address the: growrng “Indlan | _
iR problem” tn Cahforma C. E Kelsey, Speclal Agent on Callfomla Indians conducted a census m S

‘. ks 1906 pursuant to an authorrzmg act of Congress and determlned that. ll 800 California Indlans

S were not on reservattons and were 11v1ng 1n poor condmons Helzer Elght Documents at 125

e | Kelsey notxﬁed Congress that there were 8 heads of famrlles and 40 Indlans in San Bemto '

. : B County Band in San Bemto County C E. Kelsey, Census of Non—Reseratlon Cal1forn1a : '
e »Indnans 1905 ]906 at l(heremafter “Kelsey 1906 Census”) (Appendlx 26) These were the only

f’:ofﬂcml Us. government records of the Amah Mutsun Trlbal Band

It 15 1mportant to note that Kelsey submltted this data desplte not havmg traveled to mne

- .countles ini the Bay Area due to tlme llmltatlons 1nclud1ng San Bemto County where most of the

" Amah Mutsun were hvmg Kelsey 1906 Census Edltor s Introductlon at1 2. Hebased hxs __';‘ .' s

assessments on the 1900 Census Report n. whlch no. tnbal destgnatlon was listed for the varions -

“ Indians who were counted Id. Kelsey s underestlmate proved espec1ally harmful when :
: Domngton rehed on it over 20 years later to ratronahze a conclusron that the Arnah Mutsun were o

B "well provnded for, -

Kelsey s report d1d however spur Congress 1nto actlon and subsequent legtslatron :

» '; authonzed specral appropnatlon to provrde homes for the tnbes in Northern Callforma who

37" . Kelsey reports that in 1834 there were 34 000 Indian converts in 1 the strip of Missions ‘
- along the California coast. By 1906, only 3000 of thelr descendants were St]ll allve He1zer ’
Eight Documents at }25 _ o , .
Caossmseavr oo g
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- were without lands.” 38 Acts of 1906 and 1908 (34 Stat. L. 325-3331 35 Stat. L. 70 -76).

However, Mr. L A, Dorrington, Superintendent of Indian Field Service in Sacramento, Cahfomra,

" charged with reporting to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs regarding the purchase of land for -

homeless California Indians, ended the federal concern about the Amah Mutsun in a 1927 letter.

‘Relying on Kelsey’s data identifying the San Juan Bautista Band, Dorrington wrote that “the San .
“Juan BaptiSta Band, which reside in the vicinity of the Mission‘San Juan Baptista,...have been
well cared for by the Catholic priests and no land is required.” LA gDo.rrington Letter to the -

: Commrssron of Indian Affairs, June 23,1927, at 16 (Appendtx 28) The Mlssron which made

 no land grants to the local Indlans had been closed in 1834.. Dornngton § cynical attltude -

- towards the San Juan Baptlsta band had deep]y destructrve results they received no land no

e - recogmtron and therr relatronshtp with the federa] govemment was thus termlnated

_ However aﬂer Kelsey 5 actrvrty and hlS efforts to 1dent1fy aborrgmal people the Amah L
: .Mutsun Ieadershrp began to contact thelr now—dlspersed members Zwrerlern declaratlon At o

this ttme members llved m San Bemto County, Monterey County and Santa Clara County

' :,va1erlem declaratlon By 1928 many tnbal members were not afrald to cooperate with federal o

N authormes and they were mcluded ln the 1928 Indran Enrollment Process 3% On therr o

. f»v Enrollment forms trrbal members were accurately 1dent1ﬁed as “stsron Indran San Juan Ve

. Bautrsta ’for the ﬁrst trme See sample Enrollment form EXhlbit 6.

The Era ofAscenclon 1900-1930 g v.j:

The most extraordmary collectron of scholarly notes on the Ambah Mutsun culture whlch e -

documents the survival of the tnbe after the Mrssron Era, is John P Hamngton 5, a lmgurst and _

ethnographer from the Srmthsoman Instrtute in Washmgton D C Harrmgton became mterested_ "

38 Durrng the followmg decade the government attempted to buy land for various landless :
tribes.. As of 1915, there were still 4500 homeless Indians not provided for by the congressional
- appropriations. Allogan Slagle, Unfinished Justice IT: A Study of Common and Particular = - .. S
“California Indian Historical Factors and Conditions, 22 (submrtted to the Advisory Councrl on AN
. California Indian Policy, April 1996) (Appendix 27) < PRI
+ 3% Pursuant to authorizing legislation, the government perrmtted all those of Indian descent

o to enroll withthe Bureau of Indlan Affarrs This Enrollment Lrst ‘was subsequently used to

loss7eeavT o 90
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“in Amah Mutsun culture after readrng a study about Barbara Sema by ethnographer c. Hart '
Mernam completed in the early 1900s and pubhshed in 1926.

Hamngton came to Monterey, Cahfomla to study Amah Mutsun culture wrth Barbara s ‘
daughter Maria Ascencron Solorsano de Cervantes in'1929. J.p. Harrington, 1929 Field Notes
) on Ascencron Solarsano L,ervantes Cervantes Family, Reel #58 Univ. of Cal Berkeley:
Bancroft lerary (1930), compiled by Linda Yamane at San Jose State Univ., (1997) (heremaﬂer
B Harrmgton Field Notes”) (Appendlx 20).40 Hamngton s notes show the re-emergence of a
: cohesrve trlbal umt allowing itself to re—emerge and be: vrsrble to whrtes and hrspamcs after $0-

‘ 'many years of suppressron and compu]sory sequestratlon o

Mana Ascencron followed a pattern of many Amah Mutsun ancestors She grew up in

. 'jthe shadow of the Mrssron surrounded by the women and chrldren of her tnbe from whom she .

v’learned the Amah Mutsun language and culture Hamngton Last San Juan Indian at 2.
"(Appendlx 29) ‘She marrred another Amah Mutsun member and rarsed a famlly whrch came to

total l7 chrldren a1 I‘ ek

Ascencron s parents bought a small house 1n Grlroy m ]909 Ascencron was known e

B throughout central Cahforma as a great tradrtronal Indran healer or “doctora and she possessed

o - an extensrve lmowledge of tradrtlonal herbal medrcmes learned from her mother and

- grandmother Harnngton Last San Juan Indtan at3 5 She was responsrble for ﬂndmg

| :. employment and food and medlcme for members of the tnbe who needed her help: Mondragon .

i :’.-_:'declaratlon Ascencron J house became a center of act1v1ty, a place where trlbal members came L .' S

o on a darly basrs to enhst Ascencron s support and to share news w1th other members _The yard

e K _and the long t1n shed made out of 5 gallon drums next to her house were often ﬁlled wrth beds

' 'detennme whrch groups could recerve a portron of the settlement from the lmgatlon arrsmg out -
~ of the 1851 treaties. R
40 Hamngton s notes are extensrve ﬁlhng 115 boxes and over 40, OOO pages A small -
excerpt is provided in Appendix 29 and Appendrx 31. More detailed references concemmg
: Harnngton s work on the Amah Mutsun Tribe will be supplied upon request. :

4 Ascension married her first husband, ‘a Mexican, when she was 14. Her second husband,

. 'whom she married a few years later, probably around 1874, was an Amah Mutsun named Jose

. Segundo-Servantes. ‘She was with him until his death in 1918 Harrmgton Field Notes at 9 see'
- also Mondragon declaratron _ v R I L
L10STBAVT 1 e T -21- '
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for 20 and 30 people. Ascencion also became a repository for tribal history, learning tribal
stories from others and passmg on the tradltrons and tnbal lore to the next generatlon

Mondragon declaratlon

When Ascencron died in 1930, the Mrssron cemetery was specrally reopened so that she
could be buried in an honored place in recognltlon of f her ongms asa «child of the Mission, and
her leadershlp of the tnbe Tribal members from towns all around San Juan Bautlsta, along with
»Amencan d1gn1tar1es gathered to honor her memory Thls event formally marked the begmnmg ;

. :'of anew era 1n Amah Mutsun tnbal h1story S

7. . -~ The Modern Era S

N : mece that trme the Trrbe has become stronger A senes of leaders have emerged
: Ascencron s daughter Maria D10n1c1a followed by Joseph Mondragon and Irenne Zwrerlem

have taken on Ascencron s role as spmtual and ﬁguratxve heads of. the tnbe These leaders have -

’worked w1th the elders and trlba! members from’ approxlmately 11 core famlhes

i :Throughout the recent era, Amah Mutsun tnbal members have met regularly at baptlsms
L funerals Fresta day tnbal celebratlons and powwows mformal mbal barbecues and fonnal ,.
membershlp meetmgs See Exhlbrt 7 The Tnbe has estabhshed mechamsms to teach Amah
'Mutsun culture to the young, to provrde ﬂnanc1al and other ass1stance to members in need and to

mamtam bonds between varrous members ZWlerlem declaratlon

o In 1947 the Trrbe partrcrpated m federa] htlgauon to recover compeusatxon from the

.' : government for promlses it had made dunng the 1850 negotlatlons 42 In a series of tnbal

In 1944 the US. Court of Clalms awarded rehef fo the Indrans of Cahforma for _

: compensatron promised under the agreements. of the 1850s.. Indians of proven Californian Indian.
~descent, ortheir descendants living in California on July 1, 1852 and May 14, 1928 were

“qualified to participate. Slagle at59, ‘The ‘government: exammed the line of descent from the -
Indians listed on the 1928 Enrollment Form to current members. The Indians of California were ‘
awarded $17,053,941.98 for the 18 reservations negotxated in the 1850 treaties. The | government
~ deducted $12,029,099.64 as an offset for the amount spent to help the Indians and purchase - .

- reservation land between 1850 and 1944, Stewart at 706. In 1946, the Indian Claims

- Commission Act authorized “identifiable” groups of Indians to bring claims against the U.S.
-government for a perrod of ﬁve years, The Amah Mutsun S actxon was ﬁled at this trme Therr
10557864v7 - 22- :
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i rneetings the m.embership and the Elders chose Eloiza Ardaiz, the only college-educated -
member of the Tribe, to be the tnbal representatrve for purposes of the litigation. Zwrerlem :
declaration. In 1952 and 1972, some 50 members of the tribe recetved | payments of $68 and

$678 pursuant to thrs lrtrgatron Id  see also Exhrblt 8 .

‘ Throughout the modem period though dlscnmmatton and persecutron have persrsted
: The Supenntendent of the Sacramento Indian Agency advocated m 1940 that the California -
‘Indians be‘ merge[d] 1nto the soc1a1 and economlc llfe of the prevallmg crv1112at10n as developed

: ‘by the whltes 43 It was not a time conducrve to the buttressrng of trlbal 1dent1ty and cultural

herrtage .

However the Tnbe s persrstence in umfied actrvrtres wrth both formal and mformal
o gathenngs ultlmately led to the formation. of'a non -profit publrc beneﬁt corporatlon in 1993

'i"Zwrerlem declaratron The Hummlngbrrd Tnbal Foundatron was orgamzed to. begm the process -

A {‘of gammg federal recognmon Formal orgamzatronal meetmgs and a formal leadershlp structure o

' have been'i i place smce 1989 whrch operates in conJunctlon wrth the tradrtlonal trrbal structure R

C o resolve member concems and carry on the busmess of the trrbe Zwrerlern declarauon

._"i,rn local communmes and wrthm the state of Calrfomla For example trlbal members

L partrcrpated m govemment and pnvate burldmg and constructlon pro;ects as. Most erely

i";_':Descendants and Cultural Hentage Monltors tnbal members were elected to local office and

' .-'.represent the Trrbe s vorce wrthm the- larger communrty, tnbal members have worked with local

: "__schools and teachers to develop cumculums regardmg Cahforma Natlve Amencan hrstory and '

- culture trrbal members have glven mput to state and federal lawmakers wrth respect to - i o

Hn suit was settled and the Indians of Calrforma were awarded $29 100, ,000. This amounted to $678 ,
S per ehglble Indian, which was distributed in 1972, Jd_ at 708-9. - : N

a3 Roy Nash remarked in his 1940 report, that the fate of the Calrforma Indrans was pre-

~determined: “There are only 24,000 names on the Final Roll of California Indians, and certainly -
25 % of those no one would recognize as Indian if he met them in a crowd. The 1940 Census
will show close to 8 million people in California. Three hundred whites to every Indian in the
‘state. They are destined to be absorbed, both culturally and as to blood as 1nevrtably as Lake RRNEY

" Tahoe absorbs a handfu] of salt.” Nash Report at 27

_"10557864\,7 T . ST -23- '
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| legrslatron regardrng Indran tribes; and tnbal members as representatlves of their tnbe have

parttcrpated 1n state events that celebrate Natrve Arnencan hentage i

Itis within the framework of th1s extensrve hrstory that we must constder the Amah

Mutsun petmon for federal recognlhon

- V. NAME VARIATIONS GOVERNIVIENTAL AUTHORITIES AND
o ANTHROPOLOGISTS REF ERRED TO THE AMAH MUTSUN BY DIFFERENT

R NAMES.
‘ '_ Much confusron surrounds the nammg of the tnbal groups m Central Cahfomla T}ns 1s
due, m part to the fact that Cahforma Trrbes do not confonn to the tradmonal deﬁnmons

- assocrated with Indran Tnbes Therefore in some cases an anthropologlst ascrlbed a name to ', B

e the Tnbe that was really the name of a ranchena, or vrce—versa In other cases successwe

i govemments called the. Tr1be by dlﬂ"erent names The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band has always |

B

” ,' rnade 1ts home n and around the San Juan Valley, yet over the past one hundred and ﬁfty years ‘

: ' 1t has been called by at least 5 dlfferent names by vanous ofﬁcrals and hlstonans B

In the past h1stonans have referred to thetlndrans 11v1ng a]ong the coast between San o
: Franc1sco and Monterey as Costanoans or coast-dwellers However 1t is well —recogmzed that
| several dlstmct Trrbes make up the’ Costanoan farmly Bancroﬂ (usmg the term Olchones Wh]Ch
: _':“ later became Ohlone) 1dent1ﬁed four separate Trrbes between San Francrsco and Monterey, L -

P 'mcludmg the Rumsens Eslens Achasthens and the Mutsunes _Bancroft Wlld Tnbes at 363 45 ': IS

At the meetmg w1th Mr Flemlng from the Bureau of Intenor.on' March 6 2002 tr1bal

o '»charrwoman Irenne Zwierlein informed BIA of a splinter group that has broken off from the

main body of the Amah Mutsun Tribe, While the splinter group did not observe the procedures .
for removing a tribal officer or estabhshmg new leadership, it makes clarms that Ms. Zwierlein is

. " not the chairwoman.” However the Tribal Council as. awhole, as well as a majority of the tribal -
- members, reaffirm that she represents the Tribe. Thus, as of today, the membership of the Tnbe

~Is limited to those whose names are submrtted w1th the genealogrcal documents accompanymg

- this petition. See Exhibit 9. o

. Asis discussed above Rlchard Levy stud1ed the Costanoan language group and .
identified eight distinct languages, “as different from one another as Spanish is from Frenc‘ >
Mutsun was one of these languages; spoken by the Tribe of the Pajaro River drainage area. Levy

" at 485. The Costanoans shared: many cultural practices and i in that way, are sometimes referred
toasa smgle group. Yet Levy affirms that the Costanoan group is composed of many d1stmct
Tribes. Id : . : . - _

o 10ss7864vT PRRONE ..24- o
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_leglslatlon regardmg Indian tnbes and tnbal members as representatlves of their tnbe have

v participated in state events that celebrate Natrve Amencan heritage. 44 -

Itis wrthm the framework of th1s extensxve h1story that we must COIlS]deI' the Amah .

Mutsun petmon for federal recogmtlon

V. NAN[E VARIATIONS GOVERNI\'IENTAL AUTHORITIES AND
L ANTHROPOLOGISTS REFERRED TO THE AMAH MU TSUN BY DIFFERENT o

NAMES
_ . jf_Much confusmn surrounds the nammg of the tnbal groups 1n Central Cahforma ThlS s
i due m part to the fact that Callfornra Trlbes do not conform to the tradmonal deﬁmtrons L
& assoc1ated w1th Indlan Trlbes Therefore in’ some cases an anthropologrst ascribed a name to-
. bthe Tnbe that was really the name of a ranchena or v1ce-versa In other cases successive |
v'. fgovernments called the Tnbe by dlfferent names The Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band has always _
o -:-iv.f vmade 1ts home 1n and around the San Juan Valley, yet over the past one hundred and ﬁfty years |

i’,z lt has been called by at least 5 dlfferent names. by vanous ofﬁcrals and hlstonans _' o 4,‘; S

SR B fF rancrsco and Monterey as Costanoans or coast dwellers However it 1s well-recogmzed that
L ; several dlstmct Tnbes make up -the’ Costanoan farmly Bancroﬂ (usmg the term Olchones Wthh
.-later became Ohlone) identified four separate Tnbes between San Franclsco and Monterey, IR

L mcludlng the Rumsens Eslens Achastllens and the Mutsunes Bancroft, Wlld Tnbes at 363 45 '_ .

oM At the meetmg w1th M. Flemmg from the Bureau of Intenor on March 6 2002 trlbal o
'chalrwoman Irenne Zwierlein informed BIA of a spllnter group that has broken off from the =
- main body of the Amah Mutsun Tribe. While the splinter group did not observe the procedures
-~ for removing a tribal officer or “establishing new léadership, it ‘makes claims that Ms. Zwierlein i is
- not the chairwoman. However, the Tribal Council as a whole, as well as a majority of the tribal
" 'members, reaffirm that she represents the Tribe. Thus as of today, the membership of the Tnbe
.. is limited to those whose names are submltted wrth the genealoglcal documents accompanymg '
. this petition. ‘See Exhibit 9. : Lo
% Asis discussed above Rlchard Levy studled the Costanoan language group and o
- identified eight distinct languages, “as different from’ one another as Spanish is from French.”
Mutsun was one of these languages, spoken by the Tribe of the Pajaro River drainage area. Levy
-at 485, The Costanoans shared many cultural practices and in that way, are sometimes referred -
- to as a single group. Yet, Levy affirms that the Costanoan group 1s composed of many dlStht .
“ Tribes. Iei L v . r L
10557864v7 T ~24_
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Mernam st‘ates that there are three tribes of Ohlone'stock' Hoo mon'tWash Mootsun and

Roomsen. Merriam, Ethnographic Notes at 371. While the variations in these names poss1bly

reflect some dispute about other Tribes, it JS incontrovertible that the Mutsun Tnbe wasa ‘,

Costanoan- Ohlone sub-group and occupied the regxon of the San Juan Valley. These Mutsun-
‘ speaklng villages were hrstoncally rega.rded as a separate and distinct ﬁ'om other Costanoan-

_ 'Ohlone Tnbes

ST The Amah Mutsun Tnbe was ongrnally composed of approx1mately 20 v1llages located
in what is now the San Juan Valley See FN 5. The Valley was 1solated from the mountamous
o reglons around it, and all the members of the v1llages were rdentlﬁable as Amah Mutsun because

| ';they spoke the same umque language and shared the same cultural practlces

_ Father de la Cuesta ﬁrst 1dent1ﬁed the Amah Mutsun tnbe by thls language calhng them '
- ':.5'-:Mutsun m l797 (spelhng varlatlons abounded Muxtanes Mootson Mutsunes) Martm
- Dlsseltatron at 35 Taylor referred to them as Muxtuna Taylor see Appendlx 8 Exl'ublt E at 32
5 'At thls ttme the Tnbe was also referred to as th: : Monterey Indrans because before 1870 the :

R Valley was located in Monterey County Taylor see Appendrx 8 Exhlblt B

U, After the Amah Mutsun were forced 1nto the MlSSlon San Juan Bautlsta they were R
RN :referred to by hrstorlans anthropologlsts church and govemment off cials as The MISSIOH

G Ind1ans or The San Juan Indlans or The San Juan Baptlsta (Bauttsta) band See eg Domngton R

b ‘letter ' _Thxs is because the Amah Mutsun were the pnmary trlbal group located at the San Juan R

B ’-J;Bautlsta Mlsswn and when they were allowed to leave after the secula_rlzatron of the MlSSlOI] _
- | - : vmany remalned in the surroundlng reglon Other tnbes who had been hvmg outsxde the Valley’ & Ve
e E ~ had hmrted mteractton w1th the Amah Mutsun and were not mvolved thh the Sa.n Juan Bauttsta L

- 'Mlssron AL

The Amencan also referred to the Arnah Mutsun as the San Bemto County Indrans
Ybecause they lived pnmanly m San Bemto County See e g Kelsey 1906 Census at Edltor s ;
mu'oductlon At that tlrne the f‘ederal govemment was not 1nterested in the precise. drfferences .

' between each group of Indlans - 1t wanted to know only where the Indtans genencally, were

CMOSSTESAVT e T e g
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- living and what claims they had to the land, or how “dangerous” they were to the white settlers.

- Often, they grouped the Califomia Indians into two groups: landless and res‘ewation.

} Asa result of these dlfferent appellatlons researchmg the history of the Amah Mutsun is
a complicated task. It 1s necessary to trace:the Amah Mutsun by (1) looking at the area in which
the tribal members referred to in the historical documents actually lived, and (2) considering who o
the recorders of the documents are and to know how fhey would refer to the Amah Mutsun, So
~ for example when Taylor refers to the practlces of the Indrans at the Mlsswn San Juan Baptlsta
" ‘this i is most likely a reference o the A.mah Mutsun because 85% of the Indrans living at the
i _"Mlssmn were from the orlgtnal Amah Mutsun v1llages See Zwrerlem declaranon EXhlblt A

S It is lmportant to'note that Trlbe never changed its. name, WllICh probably onglnated asa.
AR | denvatlon of the v1llage hame Ausatma Vmcent Mondragon sand that his grandmother always "
e .»"'bfreferred 1o the Trlbe as the Amah Mutsun andasa result m the 1928 Census, he 1dent1ﬁed _
’hlmself as Amah Zw1erle1n declarat:on The fact that Spamsh Mex1can and Anglo oﬁ'lcxals :

- did not readlly adopt that termmology should not be allowed 10 prejudwe the Amah Mutsun s : :‘ e

i petmon for acknowl edgem ent

T We can trace the names of the Indlans at the M1ss1on San Juan Bautlsta to the present dayv .
2 ,"membershrp of the AMTB Every current tnba.l member has an ancestor that llVCCl at the
iy .'I_;:M1551on That thread from 1797 to the present enables us to follow the hlstory of the Trlbe »

e ' desprte all the name vana’nons employed by drfferent governments and other off ClalS and H

»,-Vhrstonans :

v THE TRIBE HASMETEACH OF'THE_'CRITERiA _ Vz'*sv-'_ft:FR 83.‘1 G

:._ A CRITERION 25 CFR 83.7 (a) The petmoner has been xdentlﬁed asan Amencan o
© - Indian entlty ona substantlally contmuous basxs since 1900 G Ll

- 1 Introductlon R TR NECI R ST RS

B A‘ The federal state and local governmental authormes scholarly and newspaper accounts

E _ and other extemal sources have smce 1900 and ona substannally contmuous basrs 1dent1ﬁed c

.» 10557864\17;»_‘ » - . - Co : S -26- L "
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the Amah Mutsun Tribe as an American Indian entity These numerous references and
. 1dent|ﬁcatlons by Spanish, Mexican and Amencan sources ref'er to the Tribe by its historical and =
| : ancestral names—-—the “Mutsun Indians,” the “San Juan Bautxsta Indians,” the “Mission Indians” =
‘the “San Benito County Indrans ” the Pajaro River Basin Indians, as well as the Mutsun speakrng
* Amah Mutsun’ people. As is discussed above, these variations in name ‘used in the historical
‘ ':record by different scholars and governmental authontles are refemng to an identical group of
- ;Mutsun speaking Indians who 1nhab1ted the San Juan Valley and were subsequently forced to
- frelocate to the San Juan Bautlsta Mlssron For the most part, the dlrect descendants of these '

N erssron Indrans are still resrdmg within a 50 mlle radlus of thelr ancestral home L

The relevant BIA regulatrons requrre that the Trrbe submit evrdence of “rdentrﬁcatron
. as opposed to recogmtton by external sources on a substantlally contmuous basis” srnce 1900
L “ ;':'Thls means that govemment-to-govemment recognrtron 1s not requlred nor will any gaps or S
i i mterruptrons :in 1dent1ﬁcatlon Justlfy demal of‘ a petmon Moreover 1dent1ﬁcatlon or | '_ |
g , references by anthropologrsts and other scholars newspaper artlcles census reports agency
v, ,documents and the hke are all consrdered tobe “extema] 1dent1ﬁcattons . Fmally, Section 83 7(a)_‘.',
refers to nammg or 1dentrfymg the Tnbe as an Indran entrty, wrthout regard to the actual pohtlcal }
D character socral orgamzatron or orrgms of the enttty, _or the polttrcal relatlonshrps that the entrty

- may or may not mamtam wrth other govemm en ts PO

bon a substantrally contrnuous basrs satrsﬁes the requrrements of Sectron 83. 7(a)

Chronology of External Identrﬁcatlon as an Amencan Indlan entrty smce

1900,

, The most recent rdenttﬁcatton of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe as a.n Amencan Indlan entrty

comes from a host of fonnal recogmtrons pmclamatrons and resolutlons for the Trlbe by the o

' fo]lowmg groups or mdxvrduals PR

‘ AA o State of Calrforma a 994) IS N
the Slxth Regron of the Assocratron of the Umted States Army ( ] 994)

o 10557864v7 LR IR _27_ .
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"fff,“WHEREAs AMAH MUTSUN TRIBAL BAND.:

e the Board of Superwsors County of San Ben1to (1 993);
e the Board of Supervxsors County of Alameda (1993);
.o the Board of Superv1sors County of San Mateo (]993)
| = the Board of Supervisors, County of Santa Clara(1993);
¢ the Board of Superv1sors Monterey County (1993)
. »A‘o ' the C1ty of Daly City (1993); | o
o - ithe Town of H1llsborough (1993)
s theCity of Albany (Res. No. 93- 14)
e _f;i.the City of Palo Alto (1993);
:.':?. -f_'the Clty of Belmont (1993)
.:,vvthe Clty of Gilroy (1993)
o '_ - ;fthe Town of Los Gatos; . -
and the Clty of Morgan Hlll (1993)

) ':' Coples of the above resolunons are attached as EXhlblt ]O

More spec1f'1cally, for examp]e the“f cretary of State for Cahforma m 1994 resolved

hrough extensnve research and

s -fﬂdocumentanon have demonstrated the1r contlnuatlon of natlve hentage cultural 1dent1ty and

e ) aborlgmal '”"neage w1th1n the macro San Franclsco/Monterey ay reglo

'S'1m1larly, 1n the same .

o 'j'year : the Umted States Army resolved and pledged 1ts contmued' support to the effort to galn

g ffederal recognmon for the Amah -Mutsun tnbal band 'Exh1b1t 10

Slgmﬁcantly, in 1995 Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren of the Umted States House of _
| v tRepresentatlves wrote to Pre51dent Clinton urgmg the remstatement of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe ¢ _

| '_ .;by Executlve Order Congresswoman Lofgren told: the Presxdent that the Tnbe “constltute(s) the

' _ suwwmg documented aborlgmal Natlve Amencan Imeages of thlS reglon and have demonstrated

thelr cultural hentage Natlve Amencan 1dent1ty and blologxcal contmulty 7 Exh1b1t 10

o Numerous external 1dent1ﬁcat10ns from earher penods sansfy the reqmrements of 25
':CFR837(a) S “ e : S

10557864v7 L L R 1
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e In1810, Father Felipe Arroyo de la Cuesta used the term Mutsun to refer to a tribal
group of villages in the San Juan Valley area. The members of this tribe spoke a

smgle language umque from surroundmg tnbes Martin Drssertatron at 35

. Ethnologlst and lmgurst Rlchard Levy refers to Mutsun people hvmg in tnbelets

’,'around the Pa_]aro River basin: durmg the same penod Levy at 485

e ' In 1864, several artrcles in the Cahforma Farmer referred to the Mutsun ]anguage

Lk group of San Juan (No 34, 1864) and to the “Mutsunes and Ansaymas tribes liv[ing]

o in the valleys and mountams 1n the vrcmrty of San Juan Bautlsta, Monterey County”

.. . _=Iwho were “before 1820, qu1te numerous (’No 138) Taylor ‘see Appendlx 8 Exhrblt,i_,_ f;

v:In 1864 Alexander Taylor 1dent1ﬁed an Indlan populatlon of 1 ,248 at San Juan g
L Baptlsta and referred to them as Mutxuna Taylor see Appendrx 8, EXhlbltE at 32

-In 1902 Bal’oara Solarsano 'grea grandmother to current tnal councrl member

':;”f;‘Joseph Mondragon was studred by C Han Merrram She hved in the lands : I S

R surroundmg the San Juan Bautlsta Mlssmn and 1dennﬁed herself as a member of the Y

"_iﬁ_’mon twash was the Tnbe name used in the San Juan Va]ley of San Bemto County ”. e
:;Memam Lrsts of Names of Bands Tnbes or Vrllages Hoomontwosh was _ -
subsequently detemuned to be one of the v111ages that made up the. Mutsun Trrbe RERA
“John peabociy”nmmgton, a'shﬁths;joﬁia:_i Institute_ iééeéfchéf;.' proyidedabundant‘. o
nformation: about the Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band In a 1929 letter to C Hart -

"""Mernam Hamngton wrote that “Moot—soon is also a tribe name not a v1llage

L name P Memam Ethnographrc Notes at 324 Hamngton Letter to Mernam at]

o In 1930 Hamngton wrote that the San Juan tribe of Cahforma isa “key” tribe i in the

R regron “lyrng mrdway between the northern and southemn Cahforma coast cultures

s TESAVT o g
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1. P. Harrington, Studying the Indians of New Mexico and California, 200
i ,(Smith'sonian Institute 1930). (Appendix 31); '

o . In 1904 the Northem Cahforma Indlan Assoc1at10n petmoned Congress to award
: land to small groups of landless Ind1ans in the region. The NCIA identified 40 San
~ Juan lndlans llvmg in San Bemto County in 1904.: Helzer, Erght Documents at9s.

| . f‘In 1906 Spec1al Agent for Calrforma Indians Kelsey reported in communlque to the
f BIA that certain Cahforma tribes remalned landless mcludtng the San Bemto County
. Band Kelsey 1906 Census at 1 (Appendrx 26).- Unfortunately, Kelsey did not have IR

DR _;the time to v1s1t nme Bay area countres mcludmg San Bemto County and his

representatlons ‘were based on the 1naccurate data of the 1900 Census. Asa result,
v Kelsey underesnmated the number of Amah Mutsun tr1bal members concluding that .

| there were only 8 heads of famllles and 40 members 1d.: Kelsey ﬁrmly believed that o |

f.the govemment should offer land or compensatlon to these landless trlbes Herzer ;" o

i the San Bemto County lndlans See Domngton s 1928 Report, below

T o 'In 1923 the Reno Indlan Agency, whrch exerclsed Junsdlctlon overthe Callfomra

o flndrans 1dent1ﬁed the San Juan Indrans llvmg in San Bemto County as non- .

: '"reservatron Indlans RG 75 Reno Indlan Annual Narratlve and Statistical Reports o !

On June 23 1927 the federal Indlan Affalrs Supenntendent in Sacramento v v
: Calrforma L A Dornngton commumcated wrth the Comnussroner of Indran Aﬂ”alrs -
: 2 n Washmgton D C. statmg that “[1]n San Bemto County we ﬁnd the San Juan
L f}IvBautlsta Band whrch resrdes in the vrcrmty of the MlSSlOl‘l San Juan Bautrsta whlch '.
.';:. is located near the town of Holhster These Indlans have been well- cared for by
o Cathohc prrests and no land is requ1red » The Mrssron had been ofﬁcrally closed in-

B :'5: 1833 Domngton Letter at 16 '

W0SST8eVT 30
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o The 1928 Department of the Interior, Enrollment Lists identified more than 50 direct
“ancestors of the Amah Mutsun Tribe as “Mrssron Indian, San Juan Bautrsta San

Benito Co Calrforma » Exhrbrt 6

e In 1930, Amer'ican dignitaries from all over the region attended the funeral of Tribal
’ leader, Ascencion Solarsano, on the grounds of the Mission San Juan Bautista' asa -

sign of respect to the Amah Mutsun Tribe.

: o : In 1947, the Amah Mutsun Tnbal members appomted one of their members Eloiza.
: | Ardalz as therr representatrve to partrclpate in the federal clalrns litigation authorrzed
' : by Pubhc Law 726'and to retam counsel to represent the Trlbe The retention
_ 2 agreernent approved by the Department of the Interlor Ofﬂce of Indian Affalrs refers i_ L
- : ;-to the “Group of Calrfomra Indlans at Monterey, Cahfomra, all of which srgnatones R
; .are current or. dlrect ancestors to the members of the Amah Mutsun ‘Tribe.. See. - » .

oy Retentlon Agreement attached as: Exhrbrt 1.

o o In 1972 The Umted States Department of the Intenor followed up on the 1947

' ..{-‘federal lrtlgatron pertarnmg to landless Indrans The Indrans who had been 1dent1ﬁed~-: RS

0 i the 1928 Indran Census and therr descendants were enrolled ina program m order
L »}f.lto recelve a pomon of the $28 1 mrllron that had been set asrde by the govemnment to o
: ':-buy land for the la.ndless Indlans Approxrmately 50 members of the Amah Mutsun Lo

o trrbe recerved checks for $678 as aresult of thrs process These Treasury checks are .

_ 'f?testlmomes to the fact that the government consxdered the recrprents as entitled to a
: 'share in the money that had been set asrde for the Indlan entrtres 1dent1ﬁed m 1928

o See Sample Treasury check attached as Exhlbrt 8

. o Begmmng in 1989 Amah Mutsun trrba] members actmg for and recogmzed as the
| ,.Tnbe were desr gnated by the Natlve Amencan Hentage Commrssron as Most leely z ..
., Descendants for the reglon encompassmg ancestral lands The State of Cahfomra s s

' 'Indran Repatnatron Pro_yect requlres that as Most erely Descendants Amah Mutsun o

-~ tribal membe_rs must work with state and local governments and various private

10557864v7 - IR - -31-
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' organizations to monitor the reburial of ancestral remains. See letters attached as

Exhibit 12. Amah Mutsun tribal members participated in the following projects: Sy
0 Tribal members worked with the County of Santa Clara concemin'gthe_
GuadalOUpe Light Rail P_roject. (1988-1991).

i 0 Tribal members pamclpated in an MOU with the C1ty of Palo Alto
| regarding constructlon work at the Veterans HOSpltal (1994). '

s 0" Tribal members establlshed a relatlonshlp w1th the California Department I
L - “of Transportatlon by entenng mto an MOU regardlng treatment of -
o uncovered artlfacts (1991) In 1996 tribal members worked with the -

| -Callforma Department of Transportatxon concermng hlghway constructlon " :

o :.pro_'ects R

e ‘ O Trlbal members worked w1th the Eagle Rldge Developrnent Company

“4. j‘j-regardmg ahousmg pI‘O_]eCt located in Gllroy, Cahforma Over the years ‘_" sl

T trlbal members have worked W1th many prlvate developers to protect trlbal | :v' L

‘ ."_". artlfacts See e g Shea Homes letter 1992

:?Begmmng 1n 1995 Ama.h Mutsun trlbal leadershlp, actmg for and recogmzed as the E

o Trlbe met w1th government ofﬁc1als m the Natlonal Parks Servrce (Murlel Cresp1

i ':and Franc1s McManamon) to assist in the draftmg of Pubhc Law 601, the Nanve L

: Amerlcan Graves Protectron and Repatnatlon Act Zw1erle1n declaratlon

_ ' :Pursuant to the Sectlon 106 Consultauon Process requrred by the Natlonal Hlstonc
: 1 ,.5’:"Preservatlon ‘Act 0f 1966 and the Natlve Amencan Graves Protectlon and
L Repatnatlon Act Amah Mutsun trlbal members actlng for and recogmzed as the
. 'Tnbe have been actlve with federal governmental agenmes as consultants for i 1ssues
- _ _regardmg natlve American artrfacts and the rebunal of ancrent remains. See letters ;" o

g ﬁ'ff"attached aSEXhlblt 13 Forexample S
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0 Tribal members worked with the U.S. Coast Guard regarding a discovery
- of human remains at the Coast Guard facility in Monterey. (1994). -

0 Tribal me'mbe'rs worked with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
'conceming the Guadeloupe River Project in San Jose. (1995). ‘

S0 Tnbal members worked wrth the Federal Emergency Management Agency
~ (FEMA) regarding the relocation of the Moss Landmg Manne Laboratory
~ for the Callforma State Unrversrty (1 995) :

s <> Tnbal members gave 1nput to the: Cahfomxa Department of Transportatron .
o 'z,_; | regard1ng seismic retroﬂt work on the Bay Brldge at Yerba Buena Island
s a federal property ( ] 999) '

; . - Between 1989 and 1991 Amah Mutsun tnbal members actmg for and recognrzed as.

o 'the Trlbe actrvely partrcrpated inthe retum of Costanoan remains through Stanford
& Umversrty and San Jose State Umversrty The U S Justrce Department and the
"'..Calrfornra Natrve Amencan Hentage Commrssron helped to negotrate an agreement
E whereby the 550 Indlan remams that were shown to Amah Mutsun tnbal members
b ;by a Stanford Archeologrst m a Stanford Umversrty basement in the early 1980s

S were ﬁnally returned to trlbalmembers See letters attached as Exhrbrt 4. o

_ '{In 1992 trrbal members worked wrth ofﬂcrals at the Calrforma State Umversrty at
o 5_'fHayward 10 prepare an exhlblt, mcludmg lectures and a conference on campus

fregardmg the Ohlone people See program brochure attached as Bxhlblt 15.

| & o Li'Begmnmg 1in 1993 Amah Mutsun trrbal members actrng for and recognrzed as the
: Tnbe have worked w1th prOJect managers for the County of Santa, Clara to develop
- the Chltactac Adams Hentage Park Trrbal members worked w1th anthropologrsts to. "
, o ':develop an educatron plan to teach v1s1tors to the park about Amah Mutsun culture "
“o U and tradmons See MOU and letters attached as Exhlbrt 16. N
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-In 1993, Amah Mutsun tribal members actmg for and recogmzed as the Tnbe

... worked with the United States Department of the Interior to participate in the Juan o

_ ‘Bautista de Anza Natrona] Historic Trail Planning Process Tribal members ass:sted

with the deve]opment of the tribal educational component along the trail, Wthh

- - traced the route of explorer Juan Anza. See letter attached as Exhrblt 17.

" In 1994 and 1995 the Califonia Rodeo 1nv1ted tnbal members to participate m the

‘Intertrlbal Indran Village exposrtlon at the 84™ Cahfomla Rodeo Tribal members

Sy constructed natrve huts at the locale and dlsplayed dlfferent Amah Mutsun artrfacts

K . See letter attached as EXhlblt 17 '

"'In 1989 trlbal members began servrng as Herltage Momtors to a.ssrst landowners wrth

o 'the deve]opment of property. The Momtors would survey dlrt removal and drggmg

operatlons to ensure that no artrfacts Were madvertently unearthed and destroyed In

oy ,:.the event that an amfact was drscovered an MLD would be called in to decrde what

I ‘,to do w1th the relrc In 1994 trrba] members partrcrpated ina 7 -month trammg

i process 1n whrch we leamed how to rdentlfy and treat Indlan remams and amfacts and

» ft we were authorrzed to consult wrth prxvate and pubhc organlzatlons on the dlsposal of

o “f»human remams Amah Mutsun tr1ba1 members subsequently worked w1th the o

“ibDepartment of the Army (1995)

.:-_'past Zwrerlem declaratlon

_In 1994 ]996 and 1998 Amah Mutsun-trrbal:members recelved grants from' the

: Depa.rtment of Health and Human Servrces to conduct research regardmg the Tnbe s

j-'ln 1999 the Bureau of the Census contacted the Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band to sohcrt s

- advice regardlng the 1dent1ﬁcatron of Natlve Amencans on the 2000 Census The

31 :Bureau recogmze[d] the 1mportance of Worklng w1th the Amerlcan Indran . tribal

R "fgovemments and commumty to provxde accurate data for the Census 2000 7 See

10557864v7
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DL from nonmembers P R

o In .2000, Lieutenant Governor for the State of Calit'ornia, Cruz Bustamente, invited

 the Amah Mutsun tribal leadership to participate in a conference in Sacrarnento to
discuss the needs of California Indians with state and federal officials. See letter )
attached as Exhibit 19. :

B. CRITERION 25 CFR $83. 7(b) A predominant portion of the petitioning group .
" comprises a distinct commumty and has exrsted as a commumty from hrstoncal
~ times untll the present .

- "The Amah Mutsun Trrbe meets the deﬂnltron of commumty set forth in 25 C FR-
N Sectlon 83 l—the Tnbe is and has been a group of people with consrstent 1nteractrons and

; 'srgmﬁcant socral relatronsh1ps and its members are dlfferentlated from and 1dent1ﬁed as drstmct

The deﬁnrtron of communlty employed by the regulatrons 18 an 1nc1us1ve one.. The E_

regulatrons requrre BIA to consrd r_communn‘y m the context of the hrstory, geography, culture |

“and socral orgamzatron of the group In addmon accordmg to the BIA “[ﬂor earher hrstorrcal
» perrods wheré the riature of the record hmrts documentatron the: contrnurty can be seen more

- clearly by looklng at the combmed evrdence than by attemptmg to drscem whether an mdrvrdual

o item provrdes the level of 1nfon'natron to show that the petrtroner meets a specrﬂc crrtenon at a

: :been adversely affected by govemmental authoritiés’ Who had strong rnterests both economlc

S certam date ” (66 FR 49967)

In thrs case the Amah Mutsun § commumty had for certarn hmrted penods in 1ts hrstory,

-~

i ,and cultural -in subdumg the Indrans or at the very least, 1gnonng the fact of thelr existerice. ,'

L Consequently, during the ensumg penod it became an onus for tribal members to reveal therr

o "‘Indlan 1dent1ty, and they were forced underground commumng only rn prrvacy and secrecy

Desprte these severe socral and governmental obstacles the Arnah Mutsun Tnbe has
" survived and grown. as a cornmumty There have been srgnrf cant socral relatlonshrps connectmg
individual members srgmﬁcant mformal socral 1nteractron shared labor and other economic

' acnvrty arnong the membershlp, shared sacred and secular ntual actrvrty and shared cultural

T ->105‘57864v7>»>' . o : ;'.f-_ ‘,‘_ _35_ »
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o zVOf Cahforma Indlans As 1t had i ln earller pen i

patterns. The genealogiCal records submitted with this Petition evidence marriage patterns
. amongst the Tribe and Tribal documents, such as ﬂyers srgn—m sheets, photographs of tribal

meetings and powwows over the decades evidence a commumty sustained over time.

1." - - The Early 1900s: Amah Mutsun Acthlty Remamed Dlscreet

: Followrng the wholesale exterminations of Cahforma Indrans after the Gold Rush and the =

inhospltable acttons of the new California legrslature in the 1870s, the Amah Mutsun Tribal

Band marntamed a discreet presence in-the areas- surroundmg the Mrssron and Gilroy. The tnbal ' '_ Sne

' fcommumty kept to themselves and tribal members were: prrmanly concerned with the dlfﬁcult g

task of survrval Many tnbal ‘members worked and hved on Spamsh rancherias and food and -

- 'lodgrngs were often shared among trlbal famrhes due to the fact that there ‘was not enough to go" T

: around Mondragon declaratlon

In the early 19005 the federal government took: renewed 1nterest in rdentrfyrng groups e

s 'the govemment debated drfferent solunons to L -

o jthe “Indlan problem many of Wthh mvolved glvrng the Indrans land or compensatron after

: :_v rdentrfymg whrch groups of Indrans had v1able clalms to the land See e. g Kelsey 1906 Census.’,:’ B

" The Amah Mutsun elders realrzed that this ofﬁcral government countmg of" tnbal members B

- “would have greater srgmﬂcance i the years to come Zwrerlern declaratxon

‘ The government conducted 1ts 12th Census in the area of San Bemto and Santa Cruz |

B _'Countles in June 1900 Begrnmng m thls penod and untrl the Enrollrnent conducted in ]928

tribal elders actrvely worked to contact trrbal members and encourage them to report to . JOEEN
government ofﬁclals Zwrerlem declaratron Leaders hke Barbara Sema (Solarsano) and her ‘:, -

' ,daughter Ascencron asked trlbal members to partrcrpate 1n the Census They traveled to the

. southem Santa Clara Valley area mcludmg the commumty drstncts of Grlroy, Hollrster

‘ ':Monterey, San Juan Bautlsta and Santa Cruz to contact the Amah Mutsun descendants who Were

S still lrvmg and workmg in the area. Zwrerlem declaratlon L

The ]900 Census reported, almost'lOO hrdians ’li\?ing': 1nSanta Cruz,and San Benito

~Counties. The Census takers design_ated'ea_ch Indian with an “Ind,” not interested in the exact -
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tribal affiliation of the person. Howeyer from the list of names, we can see that many of these
Indians lived in close proxrmrty and are the ancestors of current tribal members. For example,
 the Cervantes farm]y was recorded in San Benito County and Ascencion was listed as a head of

family. Zwierlein declaratlon.. Tribal members in these areas frequently spent time together. Jal

The oral hxstory of Joseph Mondragon recounts how Ascencmn and her parents

galvamzed tribal activity in the early 1900s. Ascencion’s parents had been privileged M1s51on

- Indians, permltted to hve outsrde the Mission compound because her father Miguel, practlced

~ the 1mportant trade of cofﬁn-makmg Mondragon declaratton 'I‘herr ranch was somewhat -

‘ isolated and allowed the Trrbe to practrce the ancient. tribal ways and speak the Mutsun language

. w1thout detect1on or mterference by white authontres In addmon the town of Indian Corners
L grew up in close prox1m1ty to the ranch, and became a center for Amah Mutsun tribal members '
._' ~ after the Mission closed. 46 At Indran Corners tradmonal practrces were rev1ved and the Tr1be '

,was able to re- establxsh 1tself Zw1er1e1n declaratlon

’ At about thrs same tlme C Hart Mernam a researcher for the Smtthsoman Insntute
B traveled around Central Cahfomra 1o study the cultural characterlstics of the Indlans hvmg there.- s

- On September 26, 1902 Merrram first met Barbara Solarsano (Barbara Serria), whom he

_ descnbed as an. aged Indlan woman lrvmg near the Mission. San Juan Bautlsta 47 Memam

. 'Ethnographlc Notes at 371 Barbara rdentlﬁed herself as a member of the Hoomontwash Tribe.

o Merrlam s notes provrde us. w1th a ghmpse of the Hoomontwash tnbal 1dent1ty the Trlbe hved

prrmanly m the San Juan Valley and up the west srde of the Salmas Valley to Soledad they

- worshlpped the tradmonal gods ate tradmonal foods hke squlrrels and eel, and contlnued to -

. weave baskets in the anment way Memam Ethnographrc Notes at 371 Some tribal members

' strll spoke the tradrtlonal language that was dlstmct from other Indlan languages in the area.

%6 A powerful cattle rancher forced Barbara and her famlly off the land in 1908. Tribal lore tells
~ the story that Barbara and Miguel had been away from the house when an agent of the powerful -

“ cattlerancher, Miller-Lux, approached Barbara’s brother and offered the paltry sum of $400. and‘ 5

"2 steers in exchange for Barbara’s land. The brother quickly agreed and when Barbara and .
.. Miguel returned; the door was padlocked. They had no recourse to the legal system and were "
- forced to leave. Harrington, Field Notes at 4; see also Mondragon declaration. '
- 47 Barbara Solarsano is the mother of Ascencion and great-grandmother of. current tribal counc11 )
“member Joseph Mondragon L :
105578647 Lo -37-
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Solarsano distinguished the Hoomontwash :'tribe from the Indians of San lose Santa Clara and

* Monterey. After interviews w1th members of other Tribes, Merriam provided examples of the

| different behavior between the tnbes 43 Barbara spoke the Hoomontwash language with her
family and with other tribal members and it is this practice that allowed Hamngton to co_mplete

his study of the Hoomontwash/ Mutsun language in the late 1920s.

2. The1920s: Local Pridein Amah Mutsun Heritage:
Durmg the 1920s, trrbal communal activity was centered on I23 Rosanna Street in Gllroy, ‘

.. the home of Ascenc1on Solorsano de Cervantes -As her fe]low AMTB members and hlstonans

L have sard on numerous occasions, Ascencmn matnarch of the modern Amah Mutsun tr1be lived

= at the. “place of the elbow Amah Mutsun mernbers have sard that “thrs place 1s where all that
< 1s Amah Mutsun 1s 7 Mondragon declarat1on BRI s ' '

Ascenmon Solorsano de Cervantes was a respected tradltlonal Mutsun speakmg Ind1an ¢

ks ‘ dlrectly descended from the Amah Mutsun Tnbal people She had grown up on a ranch out51de “- o |

: 'the Mlssron compound protected from the forced assrmllatlon of hfe at the M1ss1on Harrmgton :‘ L o

Last San’ Juan lndlan at2."In her youth she studled trrbal hxstory and learned the language and _

."'therefore she was able to tell Hamngton many stones about the culture of her uruque Tnbe ]d

As an adult she was known throughout Central Cahfomra as a great Indran “doctora and

: .she used tr1b al med1c1nal heahng, leamed from her mother and other trrbal elders to treat Indlans

R m G1lroy Harrlngton Last San Juan Indlan at 3 4 Hundreds of people passed through her

- '_»ﬁ’open door and her reputatron and her status grew To thlS day, tnbal members remember N

makeshrft shelters bu11t out of tm and beds spread out 1n Ascenc1on $ llttle backyard fo house all T

- . the people Mondragon declaratron Ascencron attnbuted her keen knowledge of tradrtronal

' Indian life and medlcrne use to her trad1t10nal Amah Mutsun up—bnngmg Harrmgton F 1eld

" Notes.

48 For example, the Roomseen tribe always had dogs, the San Jose and Santa Clara Indians
~ wore their hair long, and the Kahkoon dressed in the skins of sea otters ]d at 371-380
l0s57864v7 . PR, .--38- R . :
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Ascencion was niot afraid to be publicly identified as an Indian or as an Amah Mutsun
,This may be, in part, the result of th_e unique history of Gilroy. John Gilroy was the first non- _
Spanish speaking inhabitant of the region and he owned a large ranch bordering the town. Asa
white man, he was -trusted by town and government officials, but he was also well-respected by
~ the Indian community. He had marrie_d alocal Spanish bwoman, Maria Clara Ortega. His son,
. Catarino Gilroy, was raised with arespet:t of the Indian inha‘bitants in the area and he married an
Amah Mutsun womar, Maria Soledad Ortega (100% Amah Mutsun blood) Catarino’s children |
were raised wrth -a strong awareness of their Indian 1dent1ty and Catanno s son Luciano Alfredo :

Gllroy married Adela Gilroy, another woman of Amah Mutsun blood. Zw1erle1n declaratron. 2

_ Ascencron and the Gllroys were close fnends and Ascencron and Adela Gllroy would
: "often make tamales together and sell them on Fr1day mghts to make money for the Tribe..

‘ Zwrerlem declaratlon Ascencron s spec1al status and the acceptablhty of bemg Indian in Grlroy S .‘

o led to annew period of Amah Mutsun actlvrty tnbal gathermgs at Ascencron s house and at the' =

: -{:Cathohc Church down the road took on more overt Amah Mutsun characterrstlcs ]d

e As recorded by Hamngton,;__ e Smrthsoman hlstonan who studred Ascencton and the R
. Tribe, Ascencron had kept in contact w1th most of the Amah Mutsun descendants who in thetr
- later life, Irved nearby on Spamsh land grants in the surroundmg San Juan valley regron and as

S ' far away as Monterey Joseph Mondragon recalls travelrng the great dlstance from Monterey to i S

o - ]om the rest of the famrly in Grlroy for funerals baptlsms and other 1mportant trlbal events

B Mondragon declaratron Because 1t sometlmes took as long as three days to make the trip. to

throy, the Mondragon famrly would VlSlt varrous tnbal members for a week before returnmg to

A

_Monterey ]d L _. ':;." R -

For other trrbal members who hved closer mformal gathermgs were held ona weekly or. .

- even 2 darly basrs Amah Mutsun women helped Ascencron tend to her many patients and raise

'f '_ money to feed her growmg brood Amah Mutsun men gathered to mqurre about work or to . L

P dlscuss problems confrontmg thelr famlhes Ascencton was the center ofa growmg awareness : -

“of the ’l‘nbe Mondragon declaratton IR

" 10557864v7 T A “30- ..
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Ascencion; as‘ tribal leader, also coordinated the economic activity of the tribe. Most
- Amah Mutsun men had become day-laborers and worked on local farms to earn money. -
Ascencion had formal relations with local land-owners and insured that all Amah Mutsun tribal
~ members had continuous employment. ‘When a land owner needed to hire a picker, for exarnple," o
he would pay a visit to Ascencion and she would record the type of work ' , the location of the
farm and the daily wage in a big black ledger Mondragon declaration. ‘Every day after WOI'k,
: '-the Amah Mutsun laborers would gather at Ascencion’s house to relax discuss problems ‘
' encountered outon the ranchenas or srgn up for work 1f thelr job was finished. Ascencion

e xnterceded on the1r behalf 1f necessary, and represented them in confrontatrons with landowners '

g Mondragon dec]aratlon SO

g The 1928 Enrollment logs provrde clear ev1dence of a mbal tdentrty At ]east 65 trlbal
» members were enrolled 1n the 1928 Enrollment process and they all ltst thelr tnbal affiliation as.
:‘:,“MISSIOH Indlan San Juan Bautlsta San Bemto County Vmcent Corona used the tribe’s own _

e :’ momker for the ﬁrst trme and stated that he was a member of the “Ama” tnbe at the Mlssron San.-_'

o Juan Baut1sta in San Bemto County 9 Zwrerlem declaratlon see aIso enrollment log attached as B o -

‘ Exhlbrt 21 L

The 19303. Ascencnon s Legacy

: J’.P Hamngton stayed wrth Ascencron studymg AmahMutsun »hrstory and culture at

BRGH every opportunrty, ‘a "the Mondragon famrly home untrl Ascencron dred m 1930 At her death

| tthe Mlssxon cemetery was specrally reopened so that she could be buned ina place of honor w1th
' her trrbesmen Harnngton Last San Juan Indlan at 7-9. Drgmtanes from around the Bay area
" as well as. tnbal members who had been- dlspersed after the MlSSlOl’l was onglnally closed
o gathered to pay therr last respects to the woman who had done so much for the Trlbe 1d . From -
that date on, the Mlssmn allowed Amah Mutsun members to use Mrssron .grounds for Indlan

' vvceremonlal use. Thls prov1ded the catalyst that allowed many of the Amah Mutsun descendants :‘ i .

49 The Amah Mautsun tribe had for years been calling themiselves the Amah, but the officials were
- slow to adopt that termmology The name probably orlgmated as a derivation of the village

. name Ausaima. . _ : L
105578647 L L »._-40-..
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: to renew a serise of commumty and to recogmze the 1mportance of thelr shared past Mondragon

declaratron

The Great Depressron was a drﬁ'lcult tlme for tnbal members. Food and JObS were less i
plentrful than ever before. The Tribe resorted to mgenrous methods to provide for its members,
For example Adela Gilroy remembers frequently havmg goat barbecues’ with other members :
dunng this harsh penod Sometimes, one of the older men would announce that he would host a
- goat barbecue the followmg weekend. The women in all the drﬁ‘erent families would each -

- prepare adishto bnng to the barbecue, mcludtng tamales or potatoes or pinole (squrrrel) and
the men would be drspatched to find the goat At that trme huntmg deer was illegal, but after a

- foray mto the woods the men 1nev1tab]y came back wrth somethlng to satlsfy the. crowd

‘ "‘.Zwrerlem declaratlon : S

S Durmg the 1930s there were regular gathermg of the Amah Mutsun Tnbal descendants L

' 'at funerals a.nd baptrsms Although gas was expensrve and transportatlon was often drfﬁcult it

' ‘was requtred that all tnbal members-assemble ( r;the funeral of a tnbal member If it was

5 ,physmally possnble to get to the locatron of the ﬁrneral the tnbal member was requtred to attend

: ,Mondragon declaratron };; S B RN L S S
Many of these events were used to conduct mfonnal Trrbal busmess and exchange famrly
i »and other Trrbal mfonnatlon Some of these events took place m San Juan Bautrsta near the old -

L Mlssron grounds Other events took place m local parks or at the homes of other trib al members

o 4 The 19405 Amah Mutsun s Young People Leave for War

» . Durmg the 1940s Arnah Mutsun Trrbal members were very active in war related actrvrty

v ' At the herght of the war, many young Amah Mutsun members were Workmg 1n factorres or were
'servrng in the Navy or Arrny One of the Amah Mutsun leaders Tony Corona grandson of

'10557xs4v7 " PSR FLrA -»»“-41-. S
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Ascencién Solorsano kept the Tribal families and community together during this period.

Mondragon declaration. -Over at Holllster the families would organize prcmc gatherings of the
available Amah Mutsun members. During the 1940s Tribal related baptlsms and funerals were
the main activity, and the Tribe used these events to discuss Tribal news and share therr worries

~ about their sons and husbands who were active in the war efforts Ia!

'In 1947 the Amah Mutsun Tribal members appomted one of therr memb ers, E101za :
. Ardalz as their leader and representative to participate in the federal claims litigation authonzed
- by Pubhc Law 726.. Tnbal members frequently came together dunng this period to dtscuss the -
~ status of the htrgatlon It was at thrs trme that the Trrbe began to consrder makmg a petrtlon for o L

federal recogmt]on ]ci

e 5 The 19505 An Increase in Orgamzed Actwlty

Durmg the 19505 gathermgs of the Amah Mutsun Trlbe Were held as part of the San
_ Juan Bautlsta Powwow an annual three day celebratton ‘At'the San Juan Powwow tnbal
. members would partrcrpate m actrvrtles to celebrate thelr Amah Mutsun herrtage suchas.

- » dancmg, preparmg food maklng handlcrafts and v1srt1ng the graves of therr ancestors ThlS '

-+ festival was especrally meamngful for the members of the Tnbe because 1t is where thelr

'-:ancestors were ﬁrst removed from therr peaceful v11lages inthe valley and taught the ways of the

) rwhrteman Mondragon declaratlon S

In addrtron dunng the 1950s several Amah Mutsun Tnbal members began to attend the
' Indlan Pow Wows of other tnbes and gain support for: havmg thelr own Pow Wow gathermg |

: Over 200 tnbal members attend the annual Bautlsta Powwow ]d

Durmg the 1950 s, a nurnber of Trrbal leaders and other members were becommg
mcreasmgly dlssatlsﬁed that most of the Tribe’s gathenngs were centered around baptlsms or o -
’» funerals and ‘there was a growrng desrre to host more purely tnbal gathenngs At around thls
' time, Tony Corona began hostmg h1s annual brrthday patty The Tnbe celebrates it together on
January 4™ every year. Tony saw 1t asa tlme to come together to celebrate the arrival of a new

»year asa group Id

1‘0557354\!7_?’ C - : ol . . ‘ :-427 L
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In addition, after some tribal members had been shipped to Korea, George and Ben
Gilroy wanted the tribe to come together to celebrate on a happy occasion and they started the
tradition of a summer gathering. Ata 1958 tribal gathering at Balota Park, Amah Mutsun
 families and friends brought food and drink as an offering of support for coming together. The
community exchanged old tribal stories that had been passed on by their Amah Mutsun
grandparents. At this occasion and many others to follow, Amah Mutsun families shared photo
- albums with the young and with those who did not know their more-distant relatives. The very
- young gathered to hear the old Amah Mutsun stories of how their péople had lived in the San \

Juan valley. The little ones became involved in traditional Amah Mutsun play activity for the

ﬁrst time. Mondragon declaration.

6. The 1960s: Regular Gathermgs Throughoul the Year. v

Durmg the 19603 .members of the Gilroy family contmued to organize these summer
galhcrmgs. They were often-held in July at regional parks, like the one held at Chrlstmas.Tree.
'Park,. in Gilroy California m 1966. * These community gatherings were informal and became the
source for family'memb_ers to reri_ew‘o]d'relations and tovﬁn'd relatives with whom the Tribe had

_ lost contact. .

Durmg the 1960 s, for the first time, Amah Mutsun Tribal members used flyers 1o get
“tribal members to attend commumty and business gatherings. See Exhibit 7. These gatherings
helped in the enrollment process, Specifically, in 1968, tribal member s came together to help

each other in filling out tribal enrollmem forms. Thc Tribe again discussed the 1dea of workmg

10 gain federal recognition,

Finally, during the 1960’s, the most attended Tribal community gatherings, outside of
those described above, were Amah Mutsun funerals. According to i} Gilroy, the 1960’s -

were an unfortunate decade of many Amah Mutsun Trlbal members’ funerals, and many

members of the Tnbe attended these ceremorues waerlem declarauon Exemptlon 6

10557864v7 -43.
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7. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Community from the 1970°s through 1990’s.

In the 1970s, the Stanford Powwow was organized, a two-day celebration that brings
together tribes from all over the Bay area. Every year, the Amah Mutsun Tribe sends at least 100

people who act as representatives. The Powwow hosts a rodeo and an exhibit of native american

culture. Mondragon declaration.

The Tribe has documented that from the 1970’s through the 1990’s, more than thirty
Amah Mutsun summer gatherings and meetings took place at a van'ety oflocations, such as
Christmas Hill Park in Gilroy; Adam/Chitactac Heritage Park in Gilroy; and the San Juan
Bautista Mission. The Tribe has reconstructed these events by relying on elders’ memories,
photographs of peoplevat the events and flyers that were mailed to announce the events beginning

in 1958.

Consequently, in addmon to the funerals and baptlsms that occur in any given year, tribal
members also attended the F1esta Day celebratlons at the Mnss1on the Stanford Powwow, Tony
Corona’s blrthday celebration, the annual July plcmc and formal membership meetings that

would occur when the tribe had to resolve a specxﬁc issue. Mondragon declaratlon

At all Amah Mutsun‘Tn'bal gath’erings, including the more formal meetingsA, members
always participate in traditional Arnah Mutsun activities. For example, sacred Amah Mutsun
prayers are held at the beginning of all gathen'ngs and the traditional cleansing with smoke is
usually performed. 1d The -frequenC); of these community gatherings provides compelling

evidence that thevAmah_Mutsun Tribe has a strong communal identity.

8. The Present Amah Mutsun Tribal _Commun‘i‘ty; .

Today, the Amah Mutsun Tribe is an active community of over 400 tribal members, each
of whom can trace their individual descent dlrecﬂy to.a San Juan Bautista Mission Indian. In
addition to the annual gathermgs discussed above, the Tnbe also holds regular membership

meetings. Zw1erle1n declaration.

10557864v7 -44-
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The Amah Mutsun Tribe began conducting formal organizatiopal meetings as early as

- 1989, which were usually held at least once a month thereﬁﬂer, and which culminated in the first
petition for federal recognition submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1995. The meetings
are conducted by the Tribal Council, formally elected in 1989 and responsible for goveming the
day-to-day operations of the Tribe. These meetings were & mix of business, commugrity and
cultural concerns. Discussions ranged from how to meet and improve the members’ living and
economic conditions, how to seek Federal reinstatement and how to access ancestral sites for
gatherings. Membership meetings are weli-attended by the general membership and are used to

discuss and vole\upon‘ Tribal matters. Jd

_ The Tribal.Council still works closely wnth the elders of the Tribe. As is common with
~many Indian tribes, the Amah Mutsun Tribe pays specxal regard and respect to their surviving

velders. The elders who are su»ll active and live near the ancestral ho_melands are as follows:
.. * Vincent Corona, birth 1904
» Antonio Mare Corona Ketchum, birth 1909

. Roben Bo)orques birth 1916

Exemptlon O- I i3

The elders are consulted whenever important dec1510ns are to be made, and tribal

members visit them frequemly to look after thexr well-being and to hear stories from the past,

In April ]993, the Amah Mutsun Tribe formed a non—proﬁt'public beneﬁt corporation,
the Hummingbird Tribal Foundation. The corporation is a monument to the growing strength of
the Amah Mutsun community—it was founded to help begin the formal process of gaining
federal recognition for the Tribe. To that end, tribe members h}av‘e garnered all available
resources to conduct research and locate existing evidence. All the members participate in this
effort, whether i‘t cousists of combing through the attic for old newspaper articles, searching

Mission records for references to known ancestors, or identifying ancestors in ‘old photographs.
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‘ C; CRITERION 25 CFR 83.7(c): The petmoner has maintained political mfluence or
authorlty over its members as an autonomous entlty from hlstoncal times untll the -

present

1. Introduction.

The Amah Mutsun Tribe has maintained polmcal 1nﬂuence or authority over its members
as deﬁned in 25 CSF 83.1 since the Tribe’s earliest recorded hlstory As is requ1red by the
: regulatlon the tribal leadershlp has, smce pre-European tlmes ‘communicated with the .

- membershlp, exerted strong 1nﬂuence regardmg the mamtenance of tnbal norms, and orgamzed .

-commumty actlvrtles of the Tnbe

- Inthe years precedmg the adopt1on of i 1ts Constrtutlon and formal electlon of 1ts Trlbal -

B _Counerl elders and other leaders were respons1ble for mamtammg the Tnbal commumty of the L

B ---'-Amah Mutsun Tnbe In the. years smce the Tr1bal Councll has worked in conjuncnon W1th tnbal

o "elders to safeguard the Tr1be s welfare S

' What follow 1S
o :fsatlsfy the cnterlon of 83 7(c)

> 2 -Early-Leadership ‘Ofthe_Amah 'Mu:t'sun”Tribe; i

Before the amval of the Europeans each Amah Mutsun v1llage was led by a chansmatlc ‘

'{imale elder ca]led a cap1tan” by the Spamsh Th1s leader worked wrth tnbal e]ders to lead the i AR

: ':f v1llage and manage ltS aﬂ’alrs ona day-to-day basm, Mondragon declaratlon The leaders were TR

T f:"respon31ble for “feedmg v1srtors provrdmg for the 1mpover1shed and d1rect1ng expedmons for

i_:huntmg, fi shmg, gathenng and warfare ”. Mllllken £ ]770 ] Report at i1, quotmg Hamngton In o
. times of war or drought or other Cl'lSlS the v1llages mlght choose a new leader based on the o o
o .chansma age and area of expertise of the partlcular person consndered w1th the type ofcrisisto

" be. confronted The leader would work w1th leaders from the other Amah Mutsun VLIlages to

~ resolve the common problem and then when the CI'lSlS was resolved the leader would resume

o :v'hrs posntron as an average member of the iribal group. Mondragon declaratron Thrs chosen

: leader often turned to the elders for splntual advice before proceedmg to actlon -Milliken Report :

at 24, quoting De la Cuesta o
-10557864\:‘»1» R ERR R -46-:
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There is also evidence that in the early era, Tribal leadershipland influence was
sometimes passed by descent, from father to son. A.L. Kroeber, Elements of Culture in Native -
. California, in The California Indians: A Source Book 27 (Heizer ed., Univ. of Cal. 1971). S
(Appendlx 32). Such leaders, among other things, rnedlated disputes between 1nd1v1duals and

famlhes f }
s, Amah Mutsun Authority and Inﬂue'nt:e in the post-Mission.era.

_ ‘ " o Followmg the forced dlspersal of the post—Mlssxon era, the Amah Mutsun leadershlp
centered around famlly authonty and tnbal elders Actlve members of the Trlbal commumty
- orgamzed efforts begmmng i the Jate 1800s to- locate Amah Mutsun famrhes and insure that the S
| i, members were counted the ofﬁclal Federal Cahfomra Indran censuses Trrbal members recount '
i that the earllest leader in the post—Mlssmn perrod was Barbara Serrla She and her husband llVCCl
outsrde of the Mission compound and helped those who were strugghng w1th the new demands B L

o of post—stsmn survrval"" e

Durmg the early p 1o‘d. between‘ '900 and 1930 much of the Amah Mutsun leadershxp Rt

S and center of act1v1ty related to Ascensmn Solorsano de Cervantes and her Gllroy home at the

o l_ﬂ“"‘elbow of the tnbe ” Mondragon declaratron Ascensmn was responsrble for keeping the Amah e

| '_ Mutsun people actlve as a Trlbe and mamtamed control of where and when her Trrbal people '_

could work Her home served as the center of the Amah Mutsun commumty for decades Id

B After Ascensmn s death in 1929 leadershlp passed to her daughter Marla Mana S, house -

L in Monterey becarne a center for tribal : actlvxty Mana treated the srck gave support to famlhes S
_ vstrugglmg with economlc problems and offered gurdance to’ those who needed it. Jd Shealso |

e served as. a Tnbal Judge to help resolve drsputes between members and famlhes Her son .

' remembers the house bemg ﬁlled w1th tribal members day and mght The leader S prlmary _]Ob e o

: .:was to mamtam umty w1th1n the Trlbal famxly ]d ok

In 1948 the tnbal leaders appomted one of the Tnbe S members Elmza Ardalz as thetr S o

L representatxve in the federal claims lrtlgatron authorrzed by Public Law 726 and approved the

- Tetention of counsel agreement on behalf of the Tnbe The Tnbe made demsrons together X
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regarding the litigation but ultimately each individual 'only received a small check for under $700.

Zwierlein declaration.

Throughout the 50s, Bennie and George Gilroy also acted as leaders and organized the
ﬁrst of the more formal gatherings of the Mission Indran descendants These gatherings have
continued to the present, in an increasingly organized and structured fashion. Every year, Tony
‘Corona’s brrthday celebratron was held on Ianua.ry 4 and one summer picnic was hosted by
different elders at a local park. These organized events,- in addrtlon to funera]s and baptlsms,
- allowed the Tnbe to_corne together toe_xchange news to make decisions -and to fortify accounts .
1of' Amah Mutsun history and'to maintain ties At these gathermgs dCClSIOHS were made and - -
,‘opmxons were formed in an rnformal way when atnbal e]der spoke all ears were funed to h1m SR

e _Mondragon declaratron

S After Marra s death in 1963 Ioseph Mondragon her son, , dnd hrs brother Vrctor took
En over as leaders of the Tnbe ]os eph has been’ actlve m tnbal leadershrp now for several
. ; 'decades—-he has lobbred the State and Federal governments regardrng federal recogmtlon, has
| 1 helped to lead the debate about Tnbal affalrs and he has become a central ﬁgure in the weekend ~:‘ o
» gatherings of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe Joseph also carnes on Ascencron s legacy wrth respect to »I 5
_cultural educatron he teaches classes on Amah Mutsun hrstory at local schools and worksto

R {preserve the oral hrstory within the Trrbe wrth all the Trrbe 8 younger members Zwrerlem

Durrngth . perrod a number of Arnah Mutsun elders played 51gn1ﬁcant roles as ". 3' e

S representatlves of the Tnbe in the outs1de communmes Amah Mutsun leaders were elected to l, S

local govemmental off‘ ices 1n nearby cmes Sorne worked on vanous Indlan projects thh the : S
- leanta Clara and Alameda Countles Trlbal leaders partrcrpated in provrdmg the Amah Mutsun'_ ,
.: hrstory at conference gatherrngs Tnbal elders taught classes on: Amah Mutsun hrstory at local

~ grade schools and worked with teachers to develop cumculcums on Natrve Amerlcan hrstory

} In 1991 the Trrbe developed more fonnal mechanrsms to regulate trrbal affatrs the
o :elders wrote a' Constrtutron Which provxded for an elected Tnbal Councrl among other things, -

' and an Enrollment/Membershrp Ordmance was passed But even after authonty was formally
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vested in the tribal council, council members often consulted with elders on proposed courses ‘of :
+ action. In 1993 Tribal leaders formed, for the beneﬁt of the Tnbe anon -proﬂt beneﬁt

corporatlon Zwierlein declaratron PR

“The Tribe has for the past several years, conducted Trlbal business and general -
o membership meetings on a regular and du]y-noticed basis, and a newsletter is also regularly
- pubhshed ‘The current Chalrperson is Irenne Zwerrlem who has been very active in Tnbal :

- Ieadershrp and commumty actrvrtres dunng the past several decades Id

= D. CRITERION 25 CFR 83 7(d) A copy of the Tnbe s present govermng document
o mcludmg its membershlp crlterla . E ' .

. As dlscussed above the Amah Mutsun Tribe adopted a Constrtutron and )

L :”‘:.ﬁ 'Enrollment/Membersh1p Ordmance in 1991, Copres of each of these documents is mcluded in: Ll
;'i:the Supportlng Appendlces as Exhlbrts 20 and 21 The Tnbe also mamtalns a current - :

o Membershlp LlSt A verlﬁed ofﬁcral copy of the Membershtp Lxst wrll be provrded by the

genealogxst as soon as certam detarls of the research are completed

- E R CRITERION 25 CFR 83 7(e) The Tnbe s membershlp consists ofmdrvrduals who'
.. descend from a historical Indian tribe orfrem historical Indian tnbes whrch
- "-‘.i»ﬂ'combmed and functroned asa smgle autonomous polmcal entlty Lo

] | Each of the tnbal members of the Amah Mutsun Tnbe can and has estabhshed drrect |
o _. : :: : lmeage to the Amah Mutsun Tnbe that was confined m the San Juan Bautrsta Mrssron compound
i whrch m tum are part of the Amah Mutsun Tr1be that hved in the San Juan Valley for centurres
= The genealogy records of each Tnbal member as well as an ofﬁcral membershrp list will be |
o »I ’provrded m the nnmedrate future as certarn detaJls of the research are completed by genealogrst
o :;;:-Karen Clrfford o the meantlme 1f you. have any questlons Ms Clrfford can be contacted at

';‘Genealogy Research Assocrates Inc atl 801 363 1315 v

108878647 . e o 40.
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i :’:legtslatton that has expressly termmated or forbldden the Federal relatlonshlp

S ’VII CONCLUSION

F. CRITERION ZSVCRF 83. 7(f): Membership of the Petitioner i is composed .
principally of persons who are not members of any acknowledged North Amencan

Indian Trlbe

The membership_ of the Amah.Mu'tsuann'be is composed of persons who are not
members of any existing acknowledged North American Indian Tribe. The members of the
: Tribe, who are the déscendants of the San Juan Bautista Misslon Indian community, has
functionedthroughout history as a separate and autonomous Indian tribal entity. None of the
| membership of the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band is known to maintain a bilateral political
v relatlonshlp with any acknowledged trlbe The current membershlp list w1ll be prov1ded by the

S genealogrst as soon as certain detalls are venﬁed

"G CRITERION 25 CRF 83, 7(g): Neither the Petitioner nor nts members are the
. subject of congresswnal leglslahon that has expressly termmated or fOl‘blddEl‘l the
Federal relatlonshlp - Sl :

i ’iNelther the Amah Mutsun Trlbe nor 1ts members are the subject of congressmnal

In conclusron the Amah Mutsun estabhshed the1r soc1ety before the Chrlstlan Era The s f

Arnah Mutsun were a Nat1ve Amerlcan group, w1th thelr own unlque language mhabxtmg . -

v"v1llages in the San. Juan Valley in Northern Cahforma when George Wasmngton was Pre51dent . B

- of the United States The Amah Mutsun culture survrved successrve efforts by the Spamsh

i_Mexrcan and Amerlcan govemments to extlrpate 1t Actually strengthened by their enslavement -

“in the San Juan Bauttsta MlSSlOIl the Amah Mutsun adapted to crrcumstances of demgratlon and REE
8 dtscrnmnatton but never gave in. The Tnbe has persrsted as a separate d1stmct and cohes1ve |
- _: entity, recogmzed as such by all who have senously exammed its hlstory, and today deserves the_

o Department s formal acknowledgement

10557864v7 oo 50
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Mutsun Cultural Contmurty in the 20" Century
A Prehmmary Assessment
; By :
E. Richard Hart

o Abstra'ct B . : _ . o _
The Arnah Mutsun Tr1bal Band has submrtted a petrtlon to the Branch of
| ._':Acknowledgment and Research (BAR) seekmg recogmtron by the Unrted States Four volumes‘ , .

“of accompanymg exhlblts and appendrces provrde hlstorlcal ev1dence in support of the trlbe $ '_

o Claun for recognrtlon Some of the crlterla establlshed by BAR relate to cultural contmurty and S

s .-leadershrp ln the twent1eth century Consrderable addmonal documentary ev1dence provrdes ,
S _ convmcmg grounds to conclude that the Amah Mutsun Trlbal Band meets those crrterra for

federal acknowledgment as an Inchan trlbe The trrbe has been a dlstmct entlty in both the pre— Lal

i m1ss1omzatlon and post—mrssromzatron perrods Extensrve lrngurstrc studtes have demonstrated e
: that Mutsun is a unlque language whrch was spoken w1th1n deﬁnable boundarres among trlbal

o members hvmg m a number of vrllages or ranchertas prror to the amval of the Spanrards

The Mutsun were forcrbly gathered under the Spanlsh c1v1l and rehgrous authorltles at MlSSlOI‘l :._f L

E ;__San Juan Bautrsta After therr consohdatron there they became k:nown as San Juanenos and
; 'contlnued to practlce tradrtronal actlvmes to speak Mutsun among thernselves o pass on trlbal o
passed down generat1on to generatron after the regton camie under Unlted States Jurlsdrctron
E Trrbal leadcrshlp also contmued to be recogmzed generatron to generatron among the San . o

RS | uanefios.

The Mutsun Trlbe had a umque language deﬁnable terntory, mutually held CUltural RRNSER
3 behefs and recogmzed leaders Today s Amah Mutsun Trrbal Band members are the L :

| descendants of »t_he pre-Spam_sh Mu_tsun and San Juanenos.' A:remarkable documentary record o
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of the Mutsun in the twentieth century was recorded by the ethnologlst and linguist
JohnPeabody Harrmgton working between 1920 and 1935 with Mutsun people especrally
‘Ascencion Solérsano, who was the most 1nﬂuent1al Mutsun leader in the twentieth century. . |
She was widely recognized as such by both Mutsun people and by the non-Indian community.
 Her cultural knowledge of the Mutsun people and language provrded an unprecedented look at

tr1bal her1tage as it was passed from aborrgmal trmes into the twentleth century

= The Mutsun Language -

Ltngmstrc studles of Mutsun have been carr1ed out from 1815 to the present The
-~ results of these stud1es have demonstrated that Mutsun was a separate language spoken 1n all '
--the vrllages w1thm a dlStht regron | | | = o

Mutsun isa separate language 1n the Costanoan sub group of the Utlan Famlly wrthm SEDRENEN

- the Penutxan Stock It was spoken m the regron of the San Juan Baut1sta MlSSlOIl and the S

Pajaro Rrver dramage ! It has been est1mated that at the ttme of the arrrval of the Spamards '
. there were some 2, 700 Mutsun speakers among the vrllages in the Pa_;aro Rrver dralnage '

." Mutsun was a separate language as d1fferent from the other Costanoan languages “as Spamsh

o s from Frcnch. . In 1770 there were at least ten v1llages 1n the Mutsun-speaklng regron one |

.'of whtch was 1tself named Mutsun from whence the name for the language was drawn s
Between 1770 and 1797 the Spamsh government estabhshed seven mlsswns wrthm

o ‘ Costanoan terrltory, 1nclud1ng San Juan Bautlsta located 1n the valley near the Mutsun vrllages

’ ’Shlpley, William F. “Native Languages,” Handbaak of Non‘h Amencan ]ndlans Volurne 8 Cahforrua :‘ o
Washington, D. C.: Smrthsoman Instttunon, 1978 pp. 81 84 and 89

' 2Levy, R1chard “Costanoan,” Handbook ofNanh Amencan Indzans Volume 8 Cahforma, Washmgton D.C.:
Smrthsoman Instrtutron, 1978 p- 486 : :

3Levy. Richard. “Costanoan,” Handbook of Nonh Amencan Indzans Volume 8 Cahforma Washmgton, D C
Snuthsoman Institution, 1978 p. 485. o :

o\
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The Indian resrdents of these vrllages were mrssronrzed 7 gathered and forced to live under |
| the authonty of the mlssrons By about 1810 the Spamards had largely eliminated the Mutsun o
~ villages and the people had all become known as “San Juan or “San Juanefios” Indrans ¢

Although the Spamards pressured the San Juanefios to abandon thelr language, the
Mutsun language contmued to survive. In 1814 Father Fellpe Arroyo de la Cuesta, a prrest at
Mrssron San Juan Bautista, noted that the Spamsh authorrtres were havmg trouble gettrng the I
=Ind1ans to: give up therr language He added, optnmstrcally, “When the conquest is complete N
and some generatlons shall have passed by, they will be able to speak Spamsh well "3, John

| ‘Wesley Powell Du'ector of the Bureau of Amerlcan Ethnology under the Smrthsonlan |

S 3 -.Instrtutlon reported m 1885 that the natrve languages had not dlsappeared nearly a century

- after mlssromzatlon began “As a matter of fact however m therr own famllres and when o

' :::’,vaway from the whrte men they: dlscard SPﬂmS]1 entrrely N

Desplte the fact that the _ndrans were taught Spamsh at the mlssron de la Cuesta _
) "understood the necessrty of learmng Mutsun in order to commumcate wrth the Indrans under B
- hxs charge He collected nearly 3, OOO Mutsun phrases whrch he pubhshed in. 1815 d De la

g Cuesta also translated prayers songs doctrmes confessrons acts and other vocabulary mto

’ ‘.“Engclhardt Zephyrm Mzsszon San’ Juan Bautrsta Santa Barbara Callfomra Mrssron Santa Barbara, 1931 p

e 19. Inde la Cuesta’s 1812 response o an Interrogatorzo he reported that when Indians escaped from the mlsswn S

they “ retum to the mountams as fugmves, suggestmg the vrllages had by that. pomt ceased to be occupred by the

lndlans

L Levy, Rxchard “Costanoan, Handboak of North Amencan Indrans, Volume 8, Cahforma Washmgton, R

Dy C Srmthsoman Insututron 1978 p 486 provxdes an oveérview: of the hlstory ot' the penod among the .
Costanoans : S : : S

. De la Cuesta Felrpe Arroyo “chuesta (“replles” to: the Interrogatono) May 1, 1814 as translated and
reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephynn Mission San Juan Baansta A School of Church Muszc, Mission Santa’.

" Barbara: Santa Barbara, Cahforma, 1931, p. 15,

' 6Powell John Wesley “Annual Report of the Drrector, Sl.xth Annual Repon of rhe Buraau of Ethnology 0 the
Secretary of the Smithsonian Insmutzon 1884-85. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1888, p. xxxi.

"De La Cuesta, A Fr Phrlrpp Ab Ar. Yo Alphabs Rivulus Obema'us Expnmattonun Causa Horum Indorum
‘ Mutsun, stszoms Sanct Joann _Baptistae. Convemunt Rebus Nomma ‘Saepe Surs 1815.
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»Gatschet a promrnent lmgulst from the Instltutton 1

: »Mutsun and drafted a prayer book tltled “El Oro Molrdo " whtch llngutst J. P. Harrington
,called “the most important Indian document from the Franclscan pertod of California history.”
-“El Oro Molrdo” or “Ground Up Gold” contained “ precepts acts doctrine, a confession’ and a
benedtctton 1n the Mutsun language Linguist J Alden Mason later also commented on the

' unportance of de la Cuesta 8 work “saymg the phrases and grammar “form one of the fullest |

" and most complete collectlons of data extant ona Pacrﬁc Coast language ” He added that,

: “there is httle doubt that the mlssmnary knew the language well and 1nterpreted 1ts psychology

-and Splrlt falrly correctly ”9 R e e
In 1861 and 1862 as part of “Shea s Lrbrary of Amerlcan ngulstlcs the |
. Smlthsontan Instltutlon reprmted de la Cuesta s grammar and phrases m therr ent1rety 1o

i Publtcatlon of de la Cuesta s work by the Smtthsoman Instttutlon llkely prompted Albert S

" onduct hlS own fieldwork among

PR Mutsun speakers Hls work was pubhshed ﬁrs_ in: 877 n Magazme ofAmertcan Htstory, o

B and later in the early 18805 in Amerzcan Antzquanan nw

o ! 3 Mllls Elame L _ (ed.) Ihe Papers of John Peabody Hamngton in the Smtthsoman ]nstztuttan 1907 195 7

Volume Two, “A Guide to the Field Notes, Native' American History, Language and- Culture of Northernand =" -

.5,' Ceritial Cahforma ” Kraus Intematlonal Publrcatrons Whlte Plams, New Yorlt Stmthsoman I[lStltuIlOrl 1985 " o '

. pp.94-95, provides the quotations. Lo S
T : Engelhardt Zephyrm Mtsswn San Juan Bautlsta A chool of Church Muszc Mlssron Santa Barbara: ARRSE
.Santa Barbara Ca.hforma 1931 pp: 16 and 125- 126 also drscusses the document ol

. 9Mason, J Alden “'I‘he Mutsun Dtalect of Costanoan Based on’ the Vocabulary of De La Cuesta ” Umverszty of
Caltfomta Pabltcatzons in Amertcan Archaeology and Ethnology, Vol 11 No 7 Ma.rch 9, 1916 Berkeley, pp
..399472 L L R . .

1°De la Cuesta Rev F Fellpe Arroyo Vocabulary or Phrase Boak of the Mutsun Language of Alta Caltforma
+. New York: Cramoisy Press, 1862, reprinted de la Cuesta’s original 1815 publrcatlon under the ausplces of the

" .. Smithsonian Institution, and as a part of Shea’s Library of American Linguistics (Vol. VIII).

o Mason, J. Alden. “The Mutsun Dialect of Costanoan ‘Based on the Vocabulary of De La Cuesta
. Universzty of California Publications in Amerzcan Archaeology and Ethnology, Vol 11 No. 7 March 9, 1916,
- Berkeley, Pp: 399-472 R _ , ' .

""Hodge, Frederick Webb. Hanabook of Amencan Indtarzs North of Mextco Totowa New Iersey Rowman and L
.- Littlefield, Part'1, 1975 (reprinting original publication by Smithsonian of l905) pp. 941 and 964, briefly
- cornmented on his work with Gatschet, which attempted to categorize dialects, languages, and families. :
Gatschet Albert S. “Indran Languages of the Pacific States and Terrttortes ” Magazme afAmertcan :
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After the estabhshment of the Bureau of Arnerlcan Ethnology in 1879, headed by John D
, Wesley Powell, further mterest was generated in the Mutsun language Between 1884 and .
1888, Henry W. Henshaw did ﬁeldwork among Costanoan tribes, including the Mutsun, He |
acquired a Mutsun vocabulary from a woman whom he identified sirnply as “Maria.” This l’
vocabulary 'led Powell to ﬁnally determine the correct demarcation of the several Costanoan _
languages 1nto the correct families. Henshaw s vocabulary was also helpfu] in 1dent1fy1ng the
Indian place names for geographtcal locations i m the reglon 5o v
The unportance of the Mutsun language can be seen by the conttnurng 1nterest of some ._
of the best lmgutsts in the world in the early 20 century Between 1902 and 1905, C Hart
EE Merrlam obtatned lmgutstrc matertal from Barbara Sierra and her daughter Ascencron o

Solérsano early in: the century o

o 'sttory 1(1) 14571 s N o '
- Gatschet, Albert S. “Specunen of the Chum to Language, Amencan Antrquarran Vol V (1883), Nos
*1 and 2 Bancroft Ltbrary :

: 12Powell .lohn Wesley ' “Annual Report of the Dtrector " Stxth Annual Repon of the Bureau of Ethnology 10 the .
Secretary of the’ Smtthsoman Institution, 1884— ‘85 Washmgton ‘Government Prmnng Office, 1888, pp. xxxi- S
CXXXVill o o .
. - ‘Powell, John Wesley ' “Annual Report of the Dtrector, Tenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology
to the Secretazy of the Smrthsoman Insrt!utwn 1888—‘89 Washmgton Government Prtnttng Office, 1893 pp
Xiv-xv. o ~_ S e : SR R L

: 13Goddard Ives “The Descrtptton of the Native Languages of North Amertca Before Boas Handbaok af Non‘h

“American Indians, Volume 17 “Languages”; Washington:- Smithsonian Institution, 1996, p- 40.
, ‘Goddard, Ives. “The Classification of the Native Languages of North America,” Handbook of North

. '-Amertcan Indians, Volume 17 “Languages”; Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1996, pp. 296 and 304.
' ‘. Afable, Patricia O..and Madison S. Beeler. “Place Names,” Handbook of North Amencan Indians,
_Volume 17 “Languages”; Washtngton Smithsonian Institution, 1996, p. 197. ,

B Heizer, Robert F. “California Indian Linguistic Records: The Mtssron Indtan Vocabularies of H. W

- Henshaw University of California Anthropological Records; 15(2):85-202, 1955, ‘Berkeley.

. - John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institation, nucroﬁlm reel - o

; number 41, frame numbers 92, 94, 95, and 101.  Harrington used BAE Manuscrrpt No. 296 in which the San, -: '

~ Juan vocabulary is. found followmg p 228. He also notes BAE ms. 860.. : ‘

"Merrtam to Harrington, September 8 1929, with attached riotes from Harringt(n s consultation with Ascencion
Soiérsano. - John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropological Archives, Smtt.hsoman Instttutton mlcroﬂlm
reel number 41, frame numbers 74-78.
Peabody, John Harrington. “The Papers of John Peabody Harrington in the Smithsonian Institution,
1907-1957,” National Anthropological Archives, Smtthsoman Institution. Mtcroﬁlmed Millwood, New York:
5 o
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Alfred Kroeber continued his work with de la Cuesta’s publications early in the 20“‘ :
century, creating a card mdex w1th the sentences in de la Cuesta’s phrases. J. Alden Mason o
. worked on Mutsun language usrng de la Cuesta’s pubhcat1ons and the work of Kroeber. " In
1916 he publrshed “The Mutsun Dralect of Costanoan Based on the Vocabulary of De La
~ Cuesta.” | ' ' R
Fmally, of course was the monumental work of John Peabody Harrmgton w1th ,
:? tAscencron Solorsano in the 19203 wh1ch contmued m the 19305 wrth other members of her
| famrly, and resulted in one of the best l1ngurstrc and ethnologrcal records of a tribe and tnbal SRS

- language m North America that ex13ts in the 20‘h century 16,

In hrs article in the Smrthsonlan ] Handbook of Nonh Amencan Indzans 1978 volume

~ on Calrfornra lmgurst chhard Levy provrdes the most up—to date assessment of scholarshlp on _' £ R

i : _jMutsun language Levy, who did his work m the 1970s referred to prevrous work on the

' names of ten Mutsun vrllages w1th1n rt He descnbed the Mutsun regron as berng the PaJaro i

7y 'Rrverdrarnage o S

Krauss Intematrona] 1984, Excerpts from “Intervrews wnh the San Juan Indram; : ’['lns matenal is found m

. - Harrington’s -~ “San Juan Report” in frames 240-996 of roil ;58 and frames 1- 1126 of roll 59. _

. Almost Ancestors The First Calzfomtans :SanFrancisco: Sierra Club,; 1968, pp 22 ani 166 o
Kroeber, Theodora and Robert F Herzer (edned by F Davrd Hales) ) T

l’Mason J Alden.. “The Mutsun Dtalect of Costanoan Based on the Vocabulary of De La Cuesta' ” Umversrty of
vCaltfomlaqublzcauons in Amencan Archaeology and Ethnology, _Vol ll No 7, March 9 1916 Berkeley, pp.

l°Peabody, John Harrmgton “The Papers of John Peabody Harrmgton in the Srmthsontan Instrtuuon 1907~‘ ‘ ‘
. 1957, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. Mlcroﬁlmed Mrllwood New York Krauss
" International, 1984 especially nncroﬁlm rolls 36-37 and 41-61.: :

. ”Levy, Richard. “Costanoan ” Handbook of Nonh Amerlcan Indzans VolumeS Calrfomta Washmgton D C
v Snuthsoman Instmmon 1978, p. 485 : N S i
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P B _Cuesta the San Juanenos

Mutsun Culture ‘ e E
The documentary record from the late 18th century to the early 20" century prov1des an i

excellent picture of the tradmonal culture of the Mutsun people The extraordinary record of

Mutsun culture documented by Harrlngton while working with Ascencron Solérsano in the

1920s, when compared with the early record compiled by m1ss1on prlests demonstrates the.

* cultural strong bonds whlch have umted the Mutsun band. i : ,

| T he earllest extenswe record of Mutsun culture was recorded by Father Fellpe Arroyo e

de la Cuesta in 1814 The Spamsh government on October 6, 1812 rssued a questlonnalre or '

mterrogatorto whlch was sent out fo all of the c1v1l and ecclesrastlca] authorrtles in Spanlsh

3 Cahforrna Thlrty six questtons regardlng the lndlans in thelr Jurlsdlctron were put to the

fiprlests runmng the varlous m1ss1ons 1ncludmg San Juan Bauusta The questlonnalre d1d not

o reach San Juan Bautlsta unt11 early m 1814 Father de la Cuesta stgned a response to the _- :
, questrons and submltted 1t on May 1 18‘ ; :._fﬁ_ In hlS response to the questlonnalre de la Cuesta R
1"3P01’t€d that the San Juaneno people told tradrtlonal storres to thelr chﬂdren mamtamed

- tradmons about huntmg, games and utrlltarlan affalrs Mutsun people who had been forced

19

| ',_under the control of the m1ss1on contmued to pass on these tradltlons Accordmg to de la s

: ,.-;whose hlstory amounts to I'ldlCIllOUS fables whtch are passed O T
from generatlon to generation, and who relate them' only for the : 5 BRI
- purpose of passing the time, laughing, or to entertain the R
boys The whole screntlﬁc knowledge of these people consrsts SO

' “’De Ia Cuesta, Fehpe Arroyo “Repuesta (“rephes to the lnterrogatono) May l l814 as. translated and

o reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission San Juan Bautista: A School of Church Music, Mission Santa

- Barbara: Santa Barbara, California, 1931, p. 15. “Cabins” was the translation for the tribal members hvmg
structures. The same translation was used for pre-Spamsh tradmonaj structures Lo S

% Martin, John M. “M1ssmn San Juan Bautista, Ca.hfomta The Causes and Effects of its Rlse and Decllne
Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Santa Clara, 1933, pp. 58-60, described the ﬂoggmg and other pumshrnents
mﬂlcted on Indtans who tried to escape from the mrssron :

-7
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in the better way of telling the stories or in a greater aptitude i in
hunting and ﬁshmg »

Although the nussronarles were atternptmg to teach the people agrtculture de la Cuesta sald

the San Juanenos contmued to collect and eat tradrtlonal foods. o )

_ They have in their little cabins an’ abundance of acorns and wild
- seeds-the ir ancient food. They will not let a chance pass by to

" catch rats, squlrrels moles, rabbits and other animals, which they
.. were wont to eat, and eat even now, for which reason it is not
easy to compute thelr darly amount of food 2

The Mutsun people were one of several trlbes that were drstmct parts of a w1der -

‘v: Costanoan-culture group, w1th srrmlar cultural patterns Anthropologtcal studres on the .
: Costanoans conducted m the 20“‘ century prov1de addltronal detatls of Mutsun tradltlonal trrbal _
lrfe Alfred Kroeber $ early, but lumted v1ew of Costanoan culture was completed i 1919 _. : e
- and pubhshed 1n 1925 by the Bureau of Amerrcan Ethnology Kroeber noted the fonner -

L . vﬂlage named Mutsun Wthh was located near San Juan Bauttsta Mlssron and sald that w1th

T . : good weather the people wore few clothes He reported that the people harvested ﬁsh and he " o |

also menttoned gatherlng practlces to obtam vegetal foodsm | Prror to the estabhshment of

' m1ssrons Kr} ' r_sald the people l1ved m tule" odges_.: H1s research among the Costanoans

o however was so lumted that he 'had llttle-of lsubstance 0 add rega dmg rel1glon mythology, or "

e soc1a1 lrfe among the people 2

‘ '."’°De la Cuesta Felipe Arroyo : “Repuesta" (“rephes fo the Interrogatono) May 1, 1814 as translated and
... reprinted in Engelhardt, Zephyrin.. Mission San Juan Bautrsta A School of Church Muszc Mtssron Santa
: fBarbara ‘Sanita Barbara Cahforma 1931 D 22 S . L . :

2De fa Cuesta Fehpe Arroyo “‘Repuesta” (“ rephes o the Interrogatorro), May 1 1814 as translated and
. reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission San Juan Baunsza A School of Churc}z Music, Mission Santa
'».»L;Barba.ra Santa Barbara Cahforma 1931 P 18 v o S . _

' 22Kroeber Alfred L. Handboak af the Indtans of Caltfomta New York Dover Pubhcatrons Inc., 1976 P A
: (ongma]ly pubhshed as Bulletln 78 of the Bureau of Amernan Ethnology_ Smithsonian Institution, in 1925), pp. ,
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Richard Levy s chapter on the “Costanoan in the 1978 California volume ofthe
Smithsonian’s Handbook of North Amerzcan Indzans provides a better summary of Costanoan |
~ culture, drawmg on most the extant sources relatmg to the culture group, mcludrng sources e
that related parttcularly to the Mutsun—speakmg vrllages Levy descnbed approximately fifty
separate and politically autonomous [Costanoan] natlons wh1ch he called “tribelets.” These
_ mcluded ten Mutsun v1llages within the San Bemto dralnage in the v1c1n1ty of the future site of
. San Juan Bauttsta Mrssmn The rehglon of the Costanoans mcluded prayers to the sun,

: accompamed by blowmg smoke toward the sky offermgs of. shells beads seeds and other

.1tems Dreams ‘were 51gmﬁcant omens of thmgs to come. Accordlng to Levy,

i Shamans controlled the weather and could cause the rain to start

Vo ~or stop. They cured disease by cutting the skin of the patlent
*sucking_ out drsease Ob_]CCtS and exhlbrtmg the dlsease objects to
f.ftheonlooke B L S

Levy also descrlbed*dances and songs of rellglous leaders who also used herbs to cure't' ‘_ :‘ o
, dlsease There were tradmons of “bear w1tches and socral ceremomals and dances that were ;

8 accompamed by tradrtlonal mus1c usrng tradrtlonally made 1nstruments Tradtttonal storles

e mcludmg coyote storles were passed down generatlon to generatton

,‘ ‘,‘Accordmg to Levy, the most unportant plant food was the acorn (noted in 1814 among
| ‘the Mutsun by de la Cuesta), collected usmg stxcks to knock the acorns from several oak _Y } |
‘4 : specres 1n the reglon Other plant food mcluded buckeye nuts seeds of plne cherry and other:-“.“" |
. trees bernes roots and other plants Ammals contrlbutmg to the Costanoan diet 1ncluded |
. 'deer elk antelope bear mountam hon sea llon and whale Many small mammals and bll'dS
were also harvested and eaten as well as steelhead salmon and other ﬁsh found n the reglon -
':Spears and baskets were used to brmg in ﬁsh A number of msects and msect lirvae were also‘ MR

| eaten as were, honey and mollusks found along the coast Grass thatched houses were the

- PLevy, Richard. “Costanoan, Handbook of North Amencan [ndtans Volume8 Cahfomla Washington, D. C
Smithsonian Instltutron 1978, pp 485-486 and quoted at 489 - :

9”‘_7
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- most common structures The people also had sweathouses dance enclosures and assembly -
houses Tule raft-like boats were used by the people to travel on Water Rocks, minerals and
many other vtypes of animal and vegetable matter provided materials for utilitarian and
Ornamental objects used ona day:to day basis by the people. Costanoans also mined for
cinnabar and hematrte for use as plgments accordmg to Levy u |

Durlng the mlss1omzat10n of the Cahforma lndtan tribes in the late 18" century, the

L : Mutsun-speakmg people were forced under the control of San Juan Bautista Mission. Forced

5 "out of their tradltlonal v1llages and essenttally held as captlve serfs to work the mission ﬁelds

o ,But 1t was not untll the early 20" century t ”

o _j'-.-'detatl by John P Harrmgton

""_'_:among non-Indlans the Mutsuns also became known as’ the San J uans, or San Juanenos The ff: +E

i .work of Father Arroyo de la Cuesta tn the early 19Lh century, as well as later lmgursttc work of vi_lf o .

) Gatschet and Henshaw prov1ded some clues to the specrﬁc culture of the San Juan Indlans

nt anthropologtcal work on the Mutsun

or San Juans was undertaken ﬁrst 1n a lumted"way by C ‘Hart Merrlam and then in great

s In 1902 Merrlarn met an old Indlan woman named Barbara Solorsano llvmg near. |
”"_"Mlssxon San Juan Bautrsta She 1dent1ﬁed the name of her trtbe and Merrlam was able to L

o _‘.’purchase an example of her people 5 basketry from her She told hnn her people had

» . "‘Levy, Richard.. “Costanoan Handbook af Narth Amencan Indtans, Volume 8 Cahfomla, Washmgton D C

' ""“_:Snnthsoman Institution, 1978, pp. 4889-492. - o
.. ;.- “Ohlone™is. another term, used to describe the Costanoan peoples A number of works provrle examples o R
of “Ohlone hfeways songs, stories ‘and oral histories; These are perttnent toa study of the Mutsun- speakmg ke

people and the San:Juanefios, and include the following: .
Lo -Margolin, Malcolm. The Ohlone Way Indtm sze in the San Francrsco—Monterey Bay Area Heyday
- Books: Berkeley, 1978.
' Margolin, Malcolm (ed.). Ihe Way We Ltved Caltfomta Indtan Stones Songs & Remmzscences
California Hrstonca.l Socrety Berkeley, 1981 '

% Martin, John M. “Mlssmn San Juan Bautnta Calrfomta The Causes and Effects of its Rxse and Dechne, "
'Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Santa Clara, 1933, pp. 58-60. , ’
S Engelhardt, Zephyrm M:sswn San Juan Baunsta, Sarita Barbara Caltforma Mtssxon Santa Barbara
1931, p. 19 ' : R , _ :

10
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“occupied San Juan Valley long before the Padres came. % . Merriam conducted some lrmrted e
- fieldwork with Barbara Solorsano and wrth her daughter Ascencion over the next three years 3.*. o
and copred down lmgurstlc notes on the Mutsun language v . :
- But it was J. P. Harrmgton worklng closely with Ascencién, begrnmng nearly twent;'
- years later that provided the flrst comprehenswe in-depth view of San Juanefio culture. John

 Peabody Harrington conducted research among Native Amerlcans for the Smlthsoman o

" vInstrtutron between 1907 and 1957 After his: death in 1961 hlS papers wh1ch numbered over a

o mlllron pages were eventually deposrted m the Smrthsonran The Snnthsoman sorted them

o : .pamtmg,'

and in the l970s and 19805 mrcroﬁlmed Harrmgton s papers Harrmgton 1nterv1ewed B
'”'Ascencrén Solérsano extens1vely in 1921 and 1929 11v1ng in the Solorsano household for an
B extended perrod durlng the latter year whlle Ascencron was dymg of ¢ cancer R

Harrtngton called Ascencron Solérsano s knowledge of Mutsun language and culture : -

astomshmg Of the hundreds of thousands of pages of Harrmgton B papers that were ;
i mrcroﬁlmed at least twenty-three rolls of mrcroﬁlm more than 25 000 pages of materlal relate
':to Ascencron Solérsano Mutsun Indlans and the Mutsun language These materrals 1nclude o v:

i _'songs vocabular1es geographlcal place names and cultural detarls on language Jewelry, face— ; :

'kmshrp terms materlal culture mmerals and pamts myths people place names

s clothlng, relrglon and phrlosophy, the San Juan Bautrsta Mrssron songs rrddles saylngs

'stor1es swrmmmg, other tr1bes names cookmg baskets ﬁestas huntmg and ﬁslnng, hrstorlcal L

26Mernam C. Hart. “Ethnographrc Notes on Cahforma lndran Trlbes III Ethnologrcal Notes on Central
California Indian Tribes,” Reporss of the University of California Archaeological Survey, No. 68, PartIII,
Berkeley: University of California Archaeological Research Facility, December 1967, p. 371. Harrington later S
corrected Merriam, pomtmg out that Wwhat Merrram thought was her tribal name (“Hoé-mont-wash ) was actually -
a dlrectronal word e S _

:Z’Mernam to Harrmgton Septernber 8 1929, with attached notes from Ha.mngtm s consultatron with, Ascencron
. Solérsano. - John P. Harrington Papers National Anthropologrcal Archives; Srmthsoman Instrtunon, microfilm,
‘reel number 41, frame numbers 74-78. S : : :

11
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anecdotes and war. ‘This remarkable material, provrded to Harrington by Ascencron Solérsano o
provides an unportant record of Mutsun culture i in all its diversity. £

- Harrington was born in 1884 and was graduated in ’1905 from Stanford Unjverslty He
had met Alfred Kroeber in 1903, and became aware of questtons regardrng native languages in
' Calrforma The year after graduatmg from Stanford he began his ﬁeld career which spanned
more than ﬂfty years thtrty-nme of whlch he spent m the employ of the Bureau of Amerrcan
Ethnology He was a man “drxven by gemus and so obsessed w1th zeal for recording data that '
- he 1gnored the tradrtronal routes to academrc presttge re_lected all efforts to brmg his name to.
' publtc attentron and consxdered any act1v1ty Wthh took hrm away from fteldwork wrth

mformants to be a waste of tlIIlC ” Most of h1s work was done among Cahfornta Indrans

though he also d1d srgmﬁcant work among other trrbes especxally in the Southwest He d1ed

i 1961 leavmg ﬁve tons of ﬁeld notes' mcludmg at ':"east 80 OOO pages of notes on Caltforma

Robert F Helzer acknowledged the “ unportant research” among Caltforma t.rrbes by

) }Harrmgton in h1s mtroductron to.the. Smtthsoman s “ Caltforma volume of the Handbook of

0 _'North Amerzcan Indzans Harrmgton was frlends wrth Merrram but both of them had

antrpathy” towards Kroeber Harrmgton sa1d HClZBI' was “almost pathologlcally 5

: : secrettve o But as Lowell John Bean sald Harrrngton s lrfe work was vxrtually a

f ”Walsh Jane MacLaren John Peabody Harrmgton The Man and his Calzfarrua Indtan Freldnote.t Ramona, ,I o
-California: Ballena Press, 1976, pp. 5-7, 9-19, and 26, which also mcludes a btbltography of Harrmgton 5.

o E California work, which was said to include 80,000 pages of notes: -

- Laird, Carobeth. Encouriter with an Angry God: Recollecttans ofMy sze W'th Johz Peabody :
Harrmgton Mallo Museum Press Bannmg, Cahforma 1975 w1th an mtroducuon Henry W. Lawtou, pp xv- o

" Xxii.

= ' Caiiaghan, Catherine A “Book Revrew fohn Peal:ody Harrington: T?ze Man and his- Calzforma Indzan
. Fieldnotes,” Journal of Son Dzego History, Spring, - 1977 Volume 23 Number 2 (Spring, 1977) reported that at
his death Ha:rrngton left over five tons of notes, R , v

29Hetzer RobertF "‘Introductton, Handbook of North Amencan Indtans Volume8 Cahfomra, Washmgton
D.C.: Srmthsoman Insntutton 1978 pp- 10-11 S '

SRS PR
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“parahuman existence and as scholars “we must thank the gods that Harringtoncarne'along,_.
whatever his faults or pecullarttles i A P
Harrmgton s work documentmg Mutsun or San Juaneno culture was some of his best
Workmg wrth Ascencxon Solorsano Harrmgton documented many aspects of traditional
Mutsun culture mcludmg songs vocabulary, grammar, place names and medicinal cures. He
'collected a number of Mutson songs from Solorsano 3 Over century before in 1814 De la

i Cuesta had commented on the unportance of music and song to the Mutsun

Lo They are very fond of music and song.. They learn wrth facrlrty
* what is taught them, but on their mstruments also remernber the
- pagan tunes. -Of these latter there are many and various. -They :
. have songs for games, but those for the men are drstmct from L
f'those of the - women 2o ' vt : o

. »Ascencron Solorsano remembered many Mutsun songs when Harrmgtou worked wrth her m f S

o fthe 20th century Accordmg to notes transcrrbed by Solorsano s granddaughter Marta

Herrara many of these songs were often “doctor songs 3 Other songs were assocrated w1th

' '-_ﬁestas w1th tradrtronal dances for both men and women s In hrs notes on the songs

',.Harrmgton descrlbed the “kuksur ” who danced in the hrlls and wore a specral headdress Wi . G -'

- :13°Bean, Lowell Johi. “Foreword John Peabody Harnngton The 'Man and hzs Calzfomuz Indtan erldnotes (by
o vaane MacLaren Walsh) Ramona, Calrfomra Ballena Press 1976 p.'S.-'

""'-‘”i_‘“See forexample SRR : . AL o :
j John P. Harrmgton Papers, Nanonal Anthmpologtcal Archrves Smrthsoman Instnutron mrcroﬁlm reel
number 36 frame numbers 10, 38, 43 and S) L : T

: 32De la Cuesta Fellpe Arroyo “Repuesta ( replres” to. the Interrogatorro) ‘May 1814 as translated and

- reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin. ‘Mission San Juan Bauttsra A School of Church Mustc, Mrssron Santa - ‘f_i : ';‘ . S

'Barbara Santa Barbara Calrforma, 1931 B 21

JJJoth Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archrves Smrthsoman Instrtutton, rrucroﬁlm reel number
- 36, framenumbers 52 and66 . LT . : : AU

”“John P. Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologlcal Archlves Srmthsoma.n Insmutron, mlcrofllm reel number
36, frame numbers 53, 56, 64, L

%John P. Harrmgton Papers National Anthropologrcal Archrves Smlthsonran lnsnmnon, rmcroﬁlm reel number
36, frame numbers 33 72, and 80 81.. . ,

13 -
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. [the Kiiksui song],” which “was sung in the sweat house. ‘Ascencién Solérsano explained that

Today, Mutsun people still tell stories about Kuksur a “devrl” wrth cloven hooves % Herrara s

-notes on one Kiksui song indicate that “White people used to come from far & wide to see

’

- some Hispanic Californians had acquired the tradition, but that they simply pronounced the

g word differently--that the Indians said “Kuksui,” but the Spanish Californians srrnpllfied the LD

ter m cu cu su1

Harrmgton dld what he called rehearmgs w1th Ascencron Solorsano To do this, he

.. obtained copres of the vocabularies grammars and phrases that were obtamed by Henshaw

_ correct them and comment upon them

.Merriam and de la Cuesta He then read them back to Ascencron in order that she could

Harrmgton read back to Ascencron Solorsano a vocabulary of Mutsun words obtalned

o as able to elaborate on the

Arroyo de la Cuesta recorded a. Mutsun Vocabulary at San Juan Bautista in 1815 De

n _’ la Cuesta s vocabulary*rs actually a list of nearly 3 000 phrases 1n the Mutsun language

B notes Other notes-by Harrrngton regardmg hrs conversatrons ,wrth Ascencrén Solorsano are’” T

B i words ThlS materlal is found on seventeen rolls of rmcroﬁlm more than 25 000 pages of 3

L -_"Mondragon Joseph Intervrew by E. chhard Hart October lS 2002 San Francrsco, transcrlpt of tape #l p T

) v37John P. Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archlves Smrthsontan Instrmtion, rrncroﬁlm reel number
.36, frame numbers 80-81 . SR :

38]ohn P. Ha.mngton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archrves Srmthsoman lnstnntron, mrcroﬁlm reel number
41, frame number 70..
De la: Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo “Repuesta” (“replres to the lnterrogatorlo) May l 1814, as translated

. and reprinted in: Engehhardt, Zephyrin.' ‘Mission San Juan Bautista: A’ School of Church Music, Mission Santa
- Barbara: Santa Barbara Cahforma 1931 p 18 ‘reported on some. Mutsun tobacco practlces :
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o Harrrngton and descr1bed thelr rneamng, addi

also found in these rolls For mstance Harrrngton read Chapter 31 (“The Costanoans”) of
,Kroeber s Handbook of lndzans of Calzforma to Solorsano ‘and went over Kroeber’s map of
Costanoan vrllages wrth her drawing responses from her.” |

Solérsano added many stories and provrded much additional mformatron onthe -
thousands of pages | of notes Harrmgton made during thrs rehearmg For instance, he reported

- that. Solorsano sard her maternal grandmother used to go to S Bemto arroyo & used [to]

e bathe 1n 1t . They also got drmkmg water there usmg buckets and dlppel‘S 0.

Harrmgton also obtamed copres of other manuscrrpts wrttten by de Ia Cuesta from the

| Bancroft Lrbrary and read those back to Ascencron Solorsano ‘hese mcluded prayers songs

" doctnnes confessrons acts and other vocabulary In one 1929 rehearmg, Harrmgton read

B " through de la Cuesta s. prayer book whrch he called the most rmportant Indran document

- vfrom the Franctscan perlod of Cahforma hrstor it Solérsano revrewed the texts wrth

' mforrnatron such as where a tradrtronal L

' 'Indran song had been used as part of the Catholrc relrglous text of de la Cuesta 4, The

- rehearrng of Arroyo de la Cuesta s “Vocabularro Mutsun also prompted Solérsano to recall

' tradrtronal stortes she had heard mcludmg one about how a grrl became a srrena (mermard) @ R

B 39Mrlls 'Elame L (ed ): The Papers of John Peabody Harnngton in the Smithsonian Instztunon, 1907-1 957

Co _;Volume Two, “A Guide to the Field Notes, Native American History, Language and Culture of Northern and
i »Central Calrforma Kraus lnternatmnal Pubhcauons Whrte Plams, New York Smrthsoma.n Instrtutron 1985

o "°John P. Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archrves Srmthsomanlnsumtron rmcroﬁlm reel number:"

" 41, frame number 163

e “Mrlls Elame L (ed ) T7ze Papers of John Peabody Harrmgton in the Snuthsoman In.mlutton 1907 I 957,

s Volume Two, “A Guide to the Field Notes, Native’ American History, Language and Culture of Northern and :
Central Cahforma, Kraus lnternauonal Publrcatrons Wlute Plams New York Smrthsoman Instrtutron, 1985
pp94~95 ‘ A L

. “John P. Hamngton Papers Nanonal Antluopologlcal Archrves, Srmthsoman Instm.mon m.1croﬁ1m, reel number
57, for example, frame numbers 409, 412, 413, 4l4 653 654 a.nd 655 :

43John ‘P.: Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archrves Srmthsoman Instrtutlon mlcroﬁlm reel number '
.58, for example frame numbers 1 and 182. .
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Harrington’s “San Juan RepOrt”.‘ is found on portions of two rolls of r’nicroﬁhn; This
.report was basically an edited and r'eorganized deSCription of thevMuts'un people taken from
Ascencién Solérsano. He put this material together in 1930, again ass‘isted by Marta Herrarab
~ (with whom he worked for another five years) and Dionlsia.Mondragon Considerable - L
- biographical materral is mcluded on the family of Ascencron Solérsano Informatlon about

Y-Mutsun culture 1ncludes detarls .on Ianguage Jewelry, face—palntlng, lanshrp terms materral

= _‘ culture mmerals and parnts myths people place names, clothmg, rehglon and phllosophy, S

L 'the San Juan Bautlsta Mrssron songs rlddles saymgs storles sw1mm1ng, other tribes’ mames,.

- 'cookmg baskets ﬁestas huntmg and ﬁshmg, hlstorlcal anecdotes and war. ThlS exceptronal

record documented by Harrrngton whrle conductmg fieldwork w1th Ascencron Solorsano

: - _"fprovrdes one of the most outstandmg commentarres on trrbal lrfe provrded by one tradrtronal

b .f,ijatrve Amerlcan“ " e

Harrmgton also prov1ded a very detarled descrtptron of'elements of mater1a1 culmre
3 among the Costanoan most of whrch he acqurred from Ascencron Solorsano and whrch

therefore pertams drrectly to the San Juan people Usrng a methodology concerved by 0 S

- 4“Mrlls Elame L. ‘(ed.): Ilze Papers of John'Peabody Harnngton in the‘Smuhsoman Instltutzon 1 907 1 95 7

R Volume Two, “A: Guide to the. Field. Notes; :Native American History, Language and Culture- of Northern and

- Central Calrfomra Kraus Inlernauonal Publxeanons Whrte Plams New York Smrthsoman Instmmon, 1985
' PP~ -96-97. i
o : John P Harrmgton Papers Nanonal Anthmpologrcal Arehrves Srmthsoman lnstltunon, mrcroﬁlm, reel
. number 58, for example, frame numbers 240, 241, 246, - o

John M. Martin, in his University of Santa Clara, Cahforma Ph D, Phrlosophy drssertauon looked at the
: .follclore and traditions of the-San Juan Indians. . [nformatron that he reported much of which came fromde la.
" :Cuesta, can'be found in the following sources.
Sl . . 'Martin, John M.. “Mission San Juan Bautrsta Calrfomxa, Ph D drssertatlon for the Faculty of

’ ’Phrlosophy, University of Santa Clara, California, 1933.- - ..

. Martin, John M. Indian Legends from Mission San Juan Bauusta Mrssron San Juan Bautrsta Angel

Press, 1977 is a popular publication containing some of the San Juan folklore and stories.

;. - Heizer, Robert F. “Mythology: Regional Patternis and History of Research,” Handbook of North

. - American Indians, Volume 8, Californid; Washingtan, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978, pp. 655, reponed
- that the mythology of the Costanoan peoples was probably related to-a central California complex of tribal
peoples ' SR R
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Kroeber® in his “Culture Element_Distributions:’ XIX Central California Coast,” Harrington .
provided extensive details on hunting and fishing practices, kinds of animals that were used.,:- FAR
food that was gathered, methods of food preparation, construction of traditional houses,
navigation on water, grinding utensils, household implements, tools and processes used with
,’ tools, ornamental stone, :bone-and‘shell work, and we‘apo'ns.‘ In the same work he provldes '
many detalls on dothing, body adornment and piercings, 'weaving and basket'ry, and cradles

[See attached photograph of Marla D1omsra Mondragon with cradle basket ] Harrington also - |

L documented Mutsun practlces such as methods of keepmg calendars and countmg,

- : culture was preserved by the Mutsun people through tradrtronal means passmg along the oy

= understandmg of astronomy, games usmg money, marrrage and klnshlp 4
The overall documentary record of Mutsun culture shows a culture of extraordlnary

depth and varlety, touchmg on every aspect of sprrrtual recreatronal and utrhtarran llfe Thls -

'mformatlon and knowledge from generatron to generatlon by word of rnouth or’ demonstratlon_. L R

. T radltronally the Mutsun people 11ved o v1llages 1n the dramage of the San Pajaro and e

;‘San Benlto Rlvers Whrle the v1llages and bands were sem1 autonomous and by all accounts

the people Very 1ndependent the people shared the Mutsun language and Mutsun culture and R R

o "'-'llved m ten to twenty v111ages or rancherzas pI'lOl‘ to the arrlval of the Spamards Spanlsh

. _authontles consolldated the Mutsun people around MlSSlOﬂ San Juan Bautrsta startmg in 1797 s

: - and prevented them from returmng to therr tradrtronal v1llages m the Pajaro Basm

, “Hetzer, Robert F. “Introduction,” Handboak of Nan‘h American Indzans, Volurne 3, Cahforma, Washmgron B o
D. C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978, pp. 10-11. Kroeber’s “Culture Element Survey of Nauve Western North
: Amenca ” was completed between 1934 and 1938, " .

“Harrmgton, John P, “Culture Element Distributions: XIX Central Ca.hfornxa Coast Anthropologtcal Records -
EHW Berkeley and Los Angeles Umversrty of California Press, 1942, 46 pp. :

et
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- Nevertheless, the Mutsun people m‘aintained their traditional knowledge of their 'ter‘ritory, e

| villages, and natura] resources. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band members are descendants of
the Mutsun Tribe, whose terrltory was in the dralnage of the San Pa_;aro and San Benito .

" Rivers. » | : ' ‘ ‘ , _

Rlchard Levy, in hlS arttcle on the “Costanoan in the Cahforma Handbaok af North

: Amerzcan Indzans pubhshed by the Smrthsoman Instltunon in 1978 sald that prior to
'mlssmmzatton the Mutsun speakmg people were a recogruzed ethmc group with a dlStlIlCt

;| terrltory in the Pajaro Rlver dramage They hved 1n permanent vrllages and used the1r terrltory ' e

' .for necessary sub31stence

o f"Durmg various.seasons of the year partles went out frorn the R
; v1llages to temporary camps at scattered. locatlons in the tribelet - -
©- territory to: engage in’ ﬁshmg, hunttng, and collectton of plant
ff. 2 foods. HRT :

: ,,fLevy belleves that prror to mtssromzanon -the Mutsun had an extended band structure Other E
- 'anthropologrsts descrrbe a smnlar structure of the Navajo Trrbe prlor to Umted States
. subjugatlon Each band or “trtbelet ” as the anthropolog1sts refer to the extended v1llage :

5 -,Aorgamzanon of the Mutsun was sem1 autonomous but all the Mutsun—speakmg people ltke

) ﬂ'i,_fthe Navajos had‘ mutually held language culture and relrglon w1thm a deﬁnable terrltory A :-
_ Levy reported that in 1770 “Mutsun was spoken among the trlbelets of the Pajaro Rtver g
k dralnage e The Mutsun people were geographlcally 1solated from thelr netghbors due to the

: physxography of the valley Mutsun speakmg tr1belets in the Pajaro and San Bemto rrver

R ’-“7Levy Richard. “Costanoan,” Handbaok of North Amencan [ndlans Volume 8, Callforma, Washmgton D. C
~ Smithsonian Instttutton, 1978, pp. 485-486. L
: ~ Iverson, Peter.. The Navajo Nation. Westport Connectxcut Greenwood Press, 1981, p. 4, among
many ‘other authorities, observed, "The Navajos did not claim one supreme leader but rather acted in smaller,
‘ relanvely autonomous groups, much to the dismay of the more ngtdly orgamzed Spansh." :

: %] evy, Richard.. “Costanoan Handbook of North Amencan Indzans Volume 8, Caltforma Washmgton D. C
Smithsonian. Instttutton, 1978 pp 485-486.. SR )
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'dramages (the San Juan Valley) lived in a tradmonal manner untll conquermg Spamards v' ey

arrived in the reglon in the late 18“‘ century ‘Several reports from the 1770s document Mutsun -

villages: | . |
In 1770 when Fages expedmon passed through to evaluate locattons for the

. constructlon of a mtssron party chromclers w1tnessed several large vrllages which one

- hlstorlcal report 1dent1ﬁed as the Mutsun speakmg vrllages of Unljalma and Ausaima in the

i v1c1n1ty of the future MlSSlOIl San Juan Bautrsta o Four years later 'Father Francrsco Palou :

- was met w1th great frlendshlp at a Mutsun vrllage located near the ture site of the M1ssron o

“San Juan Bautlsta Wthh he descrlbed as contamlng not less than three"hundred souls of both

- -;."sexes 30 In 1776 durlng an: expedmon in the reglon the famed Colonel Juan Bautlsta de

: Anza dlsplaymg Spamsh prejudrce in the face: of trlbal generosrty descrlbed passmg by a N

L ,v1llage of 17 huts frorn whtch-emerged three “heathen 1nhab1tants” who gave the explorer a

' present of threc ﬁsh Tlns \ ‘llage was apparently located m the present Old throy locahty st

In 1814 Father Fehpe Arroyo de la Cuesta prov1ded a Tist of the v1llages from whence

| -_the people a‘A Mtssron San Juan Bautlsta were gathered These cluded all the Mutsun~ . _Z- S

o ’speakmg VIIlages 1nclud1ng the V|llage of Mutsun and Ausaune 3 ‘In- the' 1119_20s _H}arrtngto_n_b_f .‘ '

5 "‘9Mnlltken Randall “Chapter3 Early HlStOl'y of Nanve Peoples » Archamlogtca Test Excavattons at Fourteen
. Sites Along Htghways 101 and 152, Sania Clara and San Benito. Counties, Cali ifornia; Volume 2: History, - ¢
S Ethnohxstory, and HlStOl'lC Archaeology Davrs Cahforma Westem Anthropologlcal Research Group, Inc Gy e
""1993p63 i S - , , . :

50Mllllken Randall “Chapter 3: Early Hlstory of Natlve Peoples,” Archaaulogzcal Test Excavatzons at Foun‘een ‘
Sites Along Htghways 101 and 152, Santa Clara and San Benito Counties,’ California, Volume 2: History, -
Ethnohtstory, and- HlStOl'lC Archaeology Davxs Cahforma Westem Anthropologrcal Research Group, Inc

11993, p.65.

B "Mtlhken Randall “Chapter 3 Early HlStOl’y of Native Peoples. Archaeologtcal Test Excavatzons at Fourteen
Sites Along Highways 101 and 152, Santa Clara and San Benito Counties, California, Volume 2: History, S
. Ethnohistory, and Hlstorxc Archaeology Davxs Cahforma Western Anthropologncal Research Group, Inc sl

1993, p. 6.

. ?’De la Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo “Repuesta (“replies”. to the Interrogatono), Mayl 1814 as translated and
' ‘reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrm Mission San Juan Bautista: A Schoal of Chun:h Mustc Mission Santa
L 'Barbara Santa Barbara Callfomta 1931 p 130. e _ s
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reviewed these mission records ‘containing rancheria and personal names with Ascencion

: ~ Solérsano, who identiﬁed the place names, prOViding inforrnation .about them and stories about
some of the names. For 1nstance she said that Cafiada de los Osos located ten miles form ,
Gllroy, received its name when some cowboys once found all the bears there dancing beneath
an ericino. . . ” She recogmzed the name of a person who was 1dent1ﬁed in the records as -

: belng from the vrllage of “Mottssum and she provrded addrtronal 1nformat10n on the locat1on

| of that v1llage Harrlngton concluded that “Mutsun ‘was the npame of the trlbe as well as the

' name of one v1llage , Another rancherla was 1dent1ﬁed as ® Ausalrna whtch was also on. the |

v'_llst of vrllages Mernam put together whrle workmg wrth Barbara Solorsano . Thrs appears to
“be the vrllage rdentrfied by chhard Levy in Mutsun terrrtory as No 25 on h1s list of Mutsun R

i 'vtllages Levy S number 32 is the v111age 1tself called Mutsun s

Merrram hnmself wrote to Harrmgton on September 8 1929 askmg sorne questrons

o regardlng Ascencron whom he called Harrmgton s admrrabl ‘ 1nformant ” He noted that

Asccncrén s mother had glven hlm to understand that “Mutsun was the name of a vrllage in":

:-.'the v1c1n1ty of San Juan Bautlsta and her trrbe there was “Hoé mon-twash - Merrram also BN

o :?provrded Harrmgto wrth ba hst of vrllages from the San J uan Bautrsta mlss1on books 1ncludmg

;_ _f'Hoo mon-twash ‘A'Mutsun Popeloutchom and Ysleyu and Ausarma 5 ‘

. ohn P. Harrmgton Papers ‘*Natxonal Anthropologrcal Archrves Srmthsoman Instmmon, rmcroﬁlm, reel number
- 4], frame numbers 110, 111, 124, 128, 129, 145, and 148. RS
o Harrington to- Merriam, September 16, 1929, Amendrx 29, “Amah Mutsun Trlbal Baod Petmon for L
Acknowledgment,” Subrmtted by the Amah Mutsm Tnbal Band, Irenne Zwrerlem Amah Mutsun Trrbal Band '
Chairperson, Apnl 26, 2002. - T R BT : , , ,

- MLevy, Richard. "‘Costaman Handbook of North Amencan Indzans, Volurne 8 Cahforma Washmgton, D. C
- Snuthsoma.n Institution, 1978 pp 485 e B ,

- SMerriam to Hamngton, September 8, 1929 wrth attached notes from Harringtan’s consultatron with Ascencron
Solérsano. ‘John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropologxcal Arcluves, Srmthsoman Instltuuon mzcroﬁlm,
- reel number 41, frame numbers 74-78. S : :
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-'::, :’comprehensmn of her language ' Durmg the rehearmg of Henshaw s manuscrlpt wrth

Harrmgton wrote back on September 16, saymg that he had succeeded i 1n unravelmg
all the San Juan language K by consulting with Ascencron Solérsano, w1th whose rnother S
Barbara Merrrarn had worked years before--he said Ascencion’s daughter Claudia remembered
Merriam well I-Iarrmgton sard that “Hoo—mon—twas isa directional name, from hoo-moon a
» point of the compass ” “Moot—soon » he said, was the name of the trlbe “as you can tell from
! - the way 1t is handled in the language » He also provrded place names for current-day Gllroy, |
rdentlﬁed the “Yak shoon as Merrram s Tulare Indrans as well as many other place names in-
'.vautsun terrrtory 55 S : o e
| Harrrngton also obtamed Hem'y Ww. Henshaw S 1884 11st of “San Juan Bautista” words e
. Henshaw had obtamed 1t from an 1nformant named Marla who hved near San Lours Oblspo : s

" and was “about 60 ¥ She had been’ “brought up by the Spanrards w1th but partlal

S Ascencron Solorsano she 1dent1' d and corrected words on the lrst and made addrtlonal-.
'_comments She sard for 1nstance in response to one place name “There were lots of S Juan

.Inds at oledad llvmg there s ERRE

’m1s51omzatron as noted the Mutsun speakmg peoples from the trlbelets m the

FE San Juan Valley Were consohdated mto the San J uanenos 1nv the 19"‘ century These San Juan

n—Speakrng People) The

o :peoples -ar today represented by the Amah Mutsun Tr1be (Mutsu

. 56Harrmgton to Memam September 16 1929 Appendrx 29 “Amah Mutsun :Trlbal Band Petition for - .
. Acknowledgmerit,” Submitted by the Amah Mutam Trrbal Band lrenne Zwrerlem -Amah Mutsun Tnbal Band
o Charrperson Apnl 26, 2002 : S

v 'v 573 ohn P. Hamngton Papers Nanonal Anthmpologrcal Archlves, Smnhsoman Instrtutron, mrcroﬁlm, reel number
41, frame numbers 92, 94, 95, and 101. Harrington used BAE Manuscnpt No 296 in which the San Juan -

BAEE vocabulary is-found following p. 228. He also notes BAE ms. 860.

Powell, John Wesley. “Anmual Report of the Director,” Sixth Annual Repon of the Bureau of Ethnology '
10 the Secretary of the szthsoman Instltutwn 1884-85. Washmgton Government Prmtrng Ofﬁce, 1888 pp
XXXi-Xxxviii, R S o
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- territory thatAmah Mutsun Trihe repres‘ents‘is.,the Mutsun territory ‘Within the larger
Costanoan culture group. | EEEAETEF S '
Between 1797 and the 1830s Spamsh authorltles aggresswely attempted o erase even,
the language of the people as well as their customs and traditions. Thls violent suppress1on of
Mutsun culture contmued under the Mexrcan government until Unlted States: forces amved 1n
the 1840s. Unfortunately, the United States drd not brmg freedom and peace to the people but
vvmstead an even more mtense and vrolent attack on the nattve peoples of the region. Iti is thus |
- ,remarkable that when Merrram ﬁrst found Barbara Solorsano in 1902 knowledge of the pre-.
. mrssron v1llages and culture of the Mutsun people was strll fresh in her memory e _ S
| The lcnowledge Harrmgton gamed from Ascenc16n Solorsano in the 19205 was even : '_v‘-"-_':: P
A more remarkable It echpsed all prev1ous scholarshtp on the Mutsun as well in fact as any
- :v_’z:,later work Harrmgton read Merrtam s place names to Solorsano as well as place names he: -
copted from mlssmn records She was able to shed consrderable hght on the Mutsun and therr 5

= 'vrllages and terrrtory 1n the trme prror to the mlss1ons 3 L

The work of Merrlam and Harrmgton is central to an: understandmg of pre—mrss1on ::'-,""-’ R

B _'f 'Mutsun temtory t day Levy rehed on thlS work_ m mapplng Mutsun boundarles and vrllages il

A for the Smrthsoman between 1972 and 1975 Mutsun lands were bounded by physlcal

landscape features that provrded a demarcatlon of thelr terrrtory As Levy sard o \ ik f SRR

o ‘:‘Terrrtorlal boundarles of trtbelets were deﬁned by physrograpluc

" features: Anza found that the Costanoans who accompanied his -

e -f--:_eXpedmon were unwilling to step beyond the limits of their
o terrltory because of the hostlltty of nerghborrng groups

-®Merriam to Harrington, September 8 1929, w1th attached notes from Harrmgtm s consultatxon thh Ascenicion =
. Solérsano. John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropologtcal Archrves Srmthsoman Insmutton rmcroﬁlm :
‘reel number 41, frame numbers 74-78.

'59John P. Harrmgton Papers Nattonal Anthropologrcal Archtves Sn‘uthsoman Instlmtlon rmcroﬁlm, reel number R
41, frame numbers 74-78 ' .

222: & ,
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Levy described the Mutsun ethnic group as occupying the drainage of the San Benito and
Pajaro dramages and located ten Mutsun v1llages including Mutsun and Ausamla ® This |

terrrtory is the aborlgmal terrttory of today s Amah Mutsun Tribal Band. [Sec attached rnap ]

-

| Cont1nu1ng Mutsun Leadershrp ‘ “
| ‘ Tradrtronal Mutsun culture was peaceful and warfare was rare. The documentary
records suggests that among the Mutsun as among the nelghbormg Costanoan peoples,
| mlhtary 1eadershrp was recogmzed rn times of war, as was the knowledge of tribal elders.and”
' 'shamans Shamans pr0v1ded splrrtual or rehglous leadershrp, and were. healers with »
tradrtronal knowledge for treatmg the arlments that mrght befall trlbal members By the time
'the Umted States exerc1sed control of Mutsun terntory, tradmonal v1llages were gone and B

e organlzed mtlltary actlon by Mutsun leaders was rmpossrble However, tradrtlonal healers

; vcontmued to command respect and; provrde leadershlp among the people, throu gh the 1 gm and e

- into the 20" century

In tradrtlonal Mutsun socrety trtbal members were exceptlonally 1ndependent and o

. _»*recogmzed only relrgrous leaders and m111tary leaders m trmes of war Levy stated that “1deas ' S

'lvof personal freedom precluded the ex1stence of any type of mstltutlonalrzed coercrve power, _ o o

o addlng that “Obedrence to a hlgher authorrty was rendered only in tune of war SU

60Levy, chhard “Costanoan, Handbook of Narlh Amertcan Indxans (edrted by Robert F Herzer), Volume 8
_California; Washmgton, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978, pp. 485, 719 and quoted at.487. :
o Bolton, Herbert E, (ed ) Anza’s Calzforma Expedzrzons Vol 3, Berkeley Uruversrty of Calrfomla
- Press, 1930, p.. 129. _ }

' See also these works Merrrarn in: regard to vrllages and bcundanes o
o Merriam, C. Hart. “Studies of California Indians,” The Staff of the Department of Anthropology of the B

.“University of California, eds., Berkeley: Umversrty of California Press, 1955. -

Merriam; C. Hart; “Village Names in Twelve California Mission Records,” (Robert F Herzer. ed )

University of Calgfomm Archaeologzcal Survey Reports 74, Berkeley, 1968. . Lo

'Duran, Narcisco and Buenaventura Fortuny The sttory o Mzsszon San Jose C‘algfomza, 1 797 1835, Francxs F
- McCarthy (ed) “Reply to the Interrogatorro of 1812 Mrssron San Jose,” Pp- 268- 276 Fresno Academy Lrbrary
" Gulld 1958, p. 274. _ . N
Levy, chhard “Costanoan » Handboak of Norrh Amerzcan [ndzans, Volume 8, Calrforma Washmgton ’
. 23. .
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A response to a query from authorities on MiSsion San Juan Bautista, in 1811, probably o '
written by Father Feltpe Arroyo de la Cuesta reported that the Indians at his mission spokea
: common language and that they were exceedmgly mdependent

‘.

They do not have chtefs The bravest and strongest were those
who went out to their wars. Every man acted as he wrshed &

In 1814 Father de la Cuesta reported that the Mutsun people “drd ot recogmze elther captam
" or superlor ” but added that they did consult wrth the elders of the trrbe prlor to going to war " . PR
and durmg rellgrous and cultural gathermgs and although “they had no captalns if battle was i

,necessary among thrs peaceful people | “the bravest and strongest would go out to battle ”63_

- A stmllar query toa nerghbormg m1sss1on brought another response whrch refined the

.understandmg of Costanoan leadershlp A “Reply to. the Interrogatorro of 1812, Mtssmn San
_'i:::Jose, Sald that 0uts1de of the recogmtlon of war and rellgxous leaders the Costanoans do
not recogmze any subordmatron, etther c1v1l or pohtlcal or even domestlc but eaoh one. 11ves
- »and does whatever hrs 1nc11nat10n may be, wrthout anyone mterfenng wrth another g t
o Leadershrp posrttons could be ﬁlled by erther men or women and were generally‘passed i

| :’on w1thm farmhes There were two types of leadershlp --»mllltary and spmtual Harrrmgton o Gy 3

A i".:observed that a' “chlef was responsrble for feedmg vrsrtors and prov1d1ng ifor the .}' _ﬁ o

' ‘D C.: Smithsonian Instittion, 1978, pp. 487-488. : : : »
' ‘©Kroeber, Alfred L.. “A Mission Record of The Cahforma lndtans, From Manuscrtpt in the Bancroft Lrbrary, :

: ' Published May 28; 1908 in University of California Publications In American. Archaeology and Ethnology, Newly e

“Edited by Joel Gazis-SAx, Web Edition Copynght 1999 by Joel Gazrs SAx Contents (Arranged by Joel .

U Ghas- SAX).

,»::g.av‘”De la Cuesta Fehpe Arroyo “Repuesta (“repltes to the Interrogatono) Mayl 1814 as translated and
reprinted in:. : ~ Engelhardt, Zephyrm - Mission San Juan Bauusra 4 School of Church Mus:c, Mission Santa
" Barbara: Santa Barbara, Caltfornta, 1931 PP 20-21 . :

v “Levy, Rlchard “Costanoan, Handbook of North Amertcan Indzans, Volume 8 Calrfomla, Washmgton, D C.:
Smithsonian Institution, 1978, pp. 487-488, citing: Duran, Narcisco and Buenaventura Fortuny. The History of

- Mission San Jose California, 1797-1835, Francis F. McCarthy (ed) “Reply to the Interrogatorn of 1812,. Mrssron ‘
San Jose, pp. 268 276 Fresno: Academy Library Guild, 1958 p 274. : o
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: impoverished,” as well as for dlrectmg ‘warfare expedltlons 76 Elsewhere Harrrngton ‘:
'v provided addmonal 1ns1ght into social status among the San Juanefios. Generosity w1th
property was consrdered a v1rtue in establtshmg social rank. He reiterated that chiefs could be
of either gender and that it was sometimes inherited by a. daughter from her mother Even so
community approval was necessary for a chief to assume authorrty Harrmgton noted that a
| “,ch1ef was respons1ble for provrdmg the necessary materrals for ceremomal activities, as well as .
{atdmg the unpovrshed and feedlng v1srtors 56 | |

Even after mtssromzatron and’ the brutal treatment of the Mutsun peoples by Spam

,Mexrco and thc Umted States these forms of leadershrp contmue"' ; The Mission of San Juan

'Bautlsta was founded in 1797 Tlus was a reduccron mrssxon mtended to gather the Indtans

- ,around the rrussron and end nat1ve llfe

Desplte romantlc lnterpretatrons found in ltterature and hlstory,
the Caltforma mtssrons were coercrve authontanan mstltutlons

o “Neophytes” or “ Converts” were not allowed to leave Harsh treatment 1ncludmg

S »whlppmg w1th a barbed lash solltary conﬁnement mutllatron, :

. use of stocks and hobbles, branding, and even execunon for both
men and ‘women characterrzed the “gentle yoke of. Cathollcrsrn

mtroduced to neophytes L Lhi R

L "j‘Throughout the regron there were revolts agamst Spanrsh authorrtles by' the Costanoans A' '

RE '.v‘_-three-year Costanoan revolt occurred begmmng m about 1793 another revolt by Costanoans ,: o

‘took place at MlSSlOn San Jose in 1800 and other Costanoan escaped m 1795 Mutsun people -

.~ *Harrington, John P. “Report on Freldwork on Indrans of Monterey and San Bernardmo Countres " 49”’ Annial
" Report of the Bureau of Amencan Ethnology for the Years 1 931 1 932 Washmgton Govemment Prmtmg Ofﬁce,
1933, p. 3.

'»D C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978, p. 487, citing Harrington.

: Milliken, Randall. People of the Sanita Clara Valley in the 1770s,” Archaeologzcal Invesnganons, ‘
California Department of Transportatlon Dist. 4, 1994, p. ii, also cmng Harrmgton S :

a 56l-larrmgton Ioth “Culture Element Drstrlbutrons XLX Central Cahforma Coast » Anthropologzcal Records
Ty Umversrty of California Press Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1942, pp 31 -34. o . :

s
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i"ffyears Non-mtsston Indrans krlled two neophytes

B found refuge in the hills above Mrssron San Juan Bautlsta ﬂeemg whenever Spanish troops:

approached But even after the seculanzatron of the mlsswns beginning in 1834, mlhtary

authorities of both Spam and Mexrco brutally put down 1nsurrect10ns and comm1tted mass

W

executions of those they beheved to be mvolved

The pr1ce of missionization had 1ndeed been htgh only 15 OOO
neophytes survived oonversron ofa total of 53, 600 baptlzed
5 ‘between 1769 and 1836 - =

Op posrtron by Mutsun PCOPIC agalnst despotrc TUIE b)’ Spam was st111 evrdent after o

secular Z; thII, when an unsalarled mlssmnary contmued to mamtam MlSSlOIl San Juan - }f SRR

"'Bautlsta Depredauons by ex-neophytes destroyed much of the mlssmn property w1th1n 2 ;

1837 and more depredatlons occurred in -

| VI'1838 Some v1olence contrnued unttl the Umted States,assumed rule m the terrltory In 1849 o

'f'non-lndlan res1dents around MlSSlOIl San J uan Bautlsta reported contmumg depredatlons by the

T Indtans and‘»requested powder and lead The government authorrzed drspensmg ammunmon

; ’iand prormsed troops soon

;i Followmg seculartzatton of the mrssron lands around San Juan Bautlsta were released

L :'from church ownershlp and San Juan became a pueblo But rnrssron authorttres reported that SRR

8 Castlllo, Edward D. “The lmpact of Ero- Amencan Exploratron ard Settlernent Handbook af North ‘j E o

American Indians, Volume 8, California; Washington, D.. C.: .- Srnithsonian Institution, 1978, pp. -101-106.. :
Heizer, RobertF “Treaties,” Handbook of North: American Indians, Volume 8, California;

' ‘Washington; D. C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1978, p. "701; estimated that the Californian Indians mmbered -

350,000 in 1769 and were reduced to 100,000 by 1846. Memam, C: Hart., (Comptled and edited by Robert F _
Heizer) “Ethnographic Notes on California Indian Tribes III. Ethnologtcal Notes on Central California Indian -
Tribes,” Reports of the University of Cali ifornia Archaeological Survey, No. 68, Part In; Berkeley Umversrty of

i Calrforma Archaeologrcal Research Facﬂtty, 1967, p 392

%Engelhardt, Zephyrm Mzsszon San Juan Bautista: A School of Church Muszc Mtssxon Santa Barbara ‘Santa

E Barbara Cahforma, 1931, pp. 61, 63 and 82-83.

- 26

o 'ACR-PED-V002-D0067 Page 27.of 46



much of the mixed populatlon contmued to support the church, and services were held without
interruption. A few years later in 1858 under Umted States rule, title to lands in the
immediate vicinity of the mlssron about fifty- ﬁve acres, was returned to the church ®

Throughout the mission perlod church leaders at San Juan Bautrsta Mission carefully

. kept track of all Indrans under theu' control, whether converted or unconverted

. Unfortunately, after the Umted States assumed control over the terntory, as “hordes of
Amerrcans entered Calrfornta v1olence agamst the Indlans agam rncreased Massacres of
- Cahfornla l’.ndlans were carrled out by Umted States forces 1n the unmed1ate years followmg
the end of the Mexrcan War Some twelve percent of Callfornla Indran populanon was. lost

' "Y',,';‘i'due to mrhtary or vrgrlante (supported by U S funds) campargns by 1860 0. 'v SR

Between 1797 and 1860 the savage-attacks agamst the Costanoans by Spaln iMexrco

o and the Umted States ehmmated any mrhtary act1v1t1es by Mutsun chrefs and the leadersh1p S

functron became entrrely relrgrous and curatrve It !

= leadershlp survrved throughout thlS cruel perro' i

: .::.,;Notable Mutsun Leaders

. fIn the late 18“‘ century, Junrpero Slerra a Mutsun named for the. famous Spamsh

L Jumpero Serra took on a role of leadershlp among the people The Spanrsh recogmzed hrs L

- 9¥For more mformatron on San Juan Bautita Mrsston seest L v
* Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission. San Juan Baunsta A School of Charch Musxc, Mrssron Santa Barbara :

" Santa Barbara, California, 1931..

v Breschini, G.S., T. Haversat and R. P Hampson, A Cultural Resaurces Overvzew of the Caast and

Coast-Valley Study Areas [California] (Coyote Press, Salinas;’ CA 1983).. S :
' ®Epgelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission San Juan Bautista: A School of Church Musrc Mrssron Santa Barbara Santa
o 'Ba.rbara, California, 1931. :

' : Castillo; Edward D."“The lrnpact of Euro- Amerrcan Exploratron and Settlement " Handbook of. Nonth L
Amencan Indians, Volume 8, Calrfomra, Washrngtm, C Smithsonian lnsututlon, 1978, p 107-108 quoted e
at 107 e :
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authorlty and fie became alcalde (a secular ofﬁc1al) of the mission. Although the exact dates of

“his birth and death are not known, his tenure must have spanned the later Spamsh perrod the :

Mexican period, and perhaps the early years of United States rule. His granddaughter later

recalled hrs leadershlp role and the authorlty invested in hrm by Spanish authorities.” |
His daughter Barbara Sierra mher1ted a leadersh1p role.’ She and her husband, Mrguel

5 : Solorsano were both full blood Mutsun Indrans Barbara wrth M1guel acted as tradttron

: _bearers preservmg.both the 1anguage and knowledge of culture of ‘the people 7 Barbara was

born at the begmmng of the Mex1can pertod in 1836 and hved through the vicious years of

i Mex1can and early Umted States rule dyrng in 1913 C Hart Merrlam was’ amazed in 1902

;to locate Barbara and to learn she was thoroughly knowledgeable about the culture and

- 'f" ‘Merriam, including, for. instance, the following: -

language of the Mutsun people He obtamed lmgurstlc and cultural 1nformat10n from Barbara

';‘_Srerra durmg the years 1902 to 1904 St SRR

: _f-':"'_, 71Joth Harrmgton Papers Natronal Anthropologrcal Archlves Snnthsoman Instnutlon, rmcroﬁlm reel number e
2 58 contains mformatron on Slerra, mcludlng, for: example frame number 314 and 328 ' i :

T "zlnformatron on;Mlgue Solorsano and. Barbara Srerra can be found in both the works of Harrmgton and

: John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropologlcal Archrves Smlthsoman lnstnutlon, mrcroﬁlm, reel
. -number 58, for example frame numbers 263, 264, 273, 274, 275, and 315 316. Peabody, John Harrington.. . .
"+ “The Papers of John' Peabody Harringlon.in the. Smlthsoman Institution; 1907-1957,” ‘National Anthropological .
Archives, Smithsonian Instimtion. Mlcroﬂlmed Mrllwood1 New York ‘Krauss Intemauonal 1584, Excerpts

L 'frorn “Interviews wnh the San Juan Indlans

L 73Merrlarn to Harrmgton, September 8 1929 wrth attached notes from Harrmgt(n 5 consultatton with Ascencron -
' Solérsano. John P. Harrington Papers, National Anthropologrcal Archlves, Smithsonian Institution, rmcroﬁlm, :
. reel number 41, frame numbers 74-78.
- " Peabody, John Harrington. “The Papers of John Peabody Harrrngton in the Srmthsoman Insntutron

- 1907-1957,” National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. Microfilmed: Millwood, New York:

. Krauss International, 1984, Excerpts from “Interviews with the San Juan Indiars.” This material is found in - -
Harrington’s “San Juan Report” in frames 240-996 of roll 58 and frames 1-1126 of roll 59. -

: ‘Kroeber, Theodora and Robert F. Heizer (edited by F. David Hales). Almost Ancestors: The Fzrst

L Calrforman.s'T San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1968, pp. 22 and 166. a
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Although limited b10graph1ca1 information is avaﬂable today about the leadershlp roles
of Junipero, his’ daughter Barbara Sierra and her husband Miguel Solérsano, a wealth of =
mformatlon is ava11able concernmg the daughter of Barbara Slerra and Miguel Solorsano. .

- Well before the deaths of her parents Ascencion Solérsano had become a leader among the
San Juanenos No culture is statlc it must change in. order to adapt to hlStOI‘lC developments |
The Mutsun culture is no exceptlon Nevertheless, it is nnportant to note that many tradltlonal

aspects of Mutsun trrbal leadershlp were perpetuated by Ascencmn Solorsano

Ascencron Solorsano learned the Mutsun language from her father and mother She in S

B ..».:turn becarne an nnportant leader and trad1t1on—bearer among her people _When John Peabody
o ..;Harrmgton began 1nterv1eu/mg her 1n the 19203 | she was able to provrde a ver1table treasure of i o :
: lnformatron about the M‘“S‘m People-Clﬂt llre 1anguage and blographtcal mformatlon ™ She :
' 'had studred and learned heahng practlces comlng out of Mutsun shaman1st1c curatlve leadershlp'."if ’_ _.-' _.: '

= tradmon datmg 0 pre-Spamsh trmes

o B De la Cuesta 1n 1814 provrded some good mformatlon on shamamstlc currng practrces» IR

among the Mutsun Although he stated that “These poor people know nothmg about

' -medlcme » he went on to descrrbe some of thelr medlcal pract1ces

fThey, mdeed cure themselves once in a wh1le w1th herbs and
" roots which from experxence they know to be beneﬁc1al There L ,
- -are many healers and sorcerers.who.win- many beads (Indian 1
. money) for curing; and at other times nothing. They cure by

“- ‘singing, and w1th gestures and shouts make their superstltlous

' ™For example, see: . : : v
_ - John P. Harrington Papers Natxonal Am.hropologlcal Archrves, Srmthsoman Institation, rmcroﬁlm reel :
number 58, for example, frame numbers 263 264, 273, 274 275,294, 300 302, and 303, I >
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cures. The only case in which they succeed is in bleeding with a
flint, and sucking the blood. Likewise, in the case of overeating,
which resulted in distress and indigestion, they apply to the

patient a sort of syringe.” '

Although the Spamsh and Mexican authorities attempted to suppress Mutsun language and

culture they did allow the people to gather. tradrtlonal foods and herbs 'When the neophytes

e did not have a'large enough food supply from nussron agrtcultural pursults nnposed by the :

_Spanlards they relled on tradltronal practlces Accordmg to de la Cuesta

B : the neophytes return to the mountams in, search of wrld % _
seeds The pagans do- not understand agrlculture and although
. now they know somethlng about 1t and have a knowledge of 1t

L -.;';'therr mdolence surts them better and what the land ylelds thern

o ‘wrthout any cultlvatron %

Sharnamstrc healmg practlces contrnued to: be passed along through the generatrons
',“»'_Ascencron was an herbalrst who used tradmonal remedres to cure the srck and who knew B

‘ I'tradrtlonal songs and praetrees of her people Though she herself had lrrmted means she was'a".'*"

: ,'f_exceedmgly generous takmg 1n, feedrng, and treatmg the poor and mﬁrm, whlle refusrng any

- f_payment Two entrre rolls of mlcroﬁlm of Harnngton s notes are devoted to the “ Medrcme
‘Practlces of Mrs Asceneron Solorsano ” HarrlngtOn antrcrpated pubhshmg an extensrve '3: .
-’,monograph devoted entlrely to the materlal m these notes Hundreds of cures usmg herbs and

wrld plants are lrsted as well as hsts of wrld plants whrch she gave to Harrmgton Also ] .

“5De la Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo ""Repue'sta (“repl.ie:s”b to the ;lnterrogatorio); 'May'l :18'14“‘as translated and .
reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin.. Mission San Juan Bautista: A School of Church Music, Mtssron Santa G
" Barbara: Santa Barbara, Cahfomla, 1931, p. 17 . , :

_' 7°De 1a Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo “Repuesta ¢ replres to the Interrogatorro), May 1, 1814 as. translated and.'-. :
reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin, Mission San Juan Bautista: 4 Schaol of Church Muszc Mission Santa AR
Barbara Santa Barbara, California, 1931 pp 19-20. o
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included are testrmomes of others as to the generosrty, as well as the efﬁcacy of Solorsano s

cures.” Aseencron Solorsano descrrbed “how my house in Grlroy was like a hOSpltal for

many years * and how she cared for and fed the poor when they needed attention.™ Others '

“ testrﬁed to her knowledge compassion and abrlrty One of them Bemto P Sanchez, said he
“saw an mﬁmte number of persons get cured by herbs and the hand of that noble woman, who =

never asked recompense for her labor ot Sanchez said she cured an arlment in his legs us1ng

only “herbs and a salve i He said prevrously four. doctors had told hrm he would have 1o have

- one of hrs legs amputated He descrrbed the herbs and salve she used to cure him of thrs and

i v'other arlmentsv » On another occasron Sanchez sard she saved the lrfe of a chrld using her

.' tradrtronal' herbal remedres He sard Senora Solorsano agreed to treat the child, saymg, “When '
o ithe doctors farl then people thmk of the Indran woman: Ascencron g She refused to be pard

. saymg ’

; ,It is: not that I come to be paid sefiora. It is not money that has. 11;‘ s
_ 'gvalue it-is our health that has value. What does money. avail - ‘
without health But now, sefiora, Tam’ gorng to make an effort
h w1th your ch1ld God rs ‘very powerful 8 : ;o

Ascencron descrrbed how she admmlstered to an Ind1an woman named Maggle The _

: woman had been left m San Franc1sco as a chrld after all her people were krlled by

S 77Mrlls Elame L (ed ) The Paperr of John Peabody Harrmgton"m the szthsoman Instztuuon 1 907 1 95 7
Volume Two, “A: Guide to-the Field Notes, Native' American History, Language and Culture of Northern and -
' fCentral Cahfomla o Kraus lntematlonal Publrcatrons Whrte Plams New York Sn'uthsoman lnstttutron, 1985 p

7‘John P Hamngton Papers Nauonal Anthropologrcal Archrves, Smrthsoman Instmmon rmcroﬁlm reel number
60, for example ﬁ'ame numbers 230 0 i v . .

g '79lohn P Harrmgton Papers Nauonal Anthmpologlcal Archrves, Smlthsoman Instrtutron, rmcroﬁlm reel number ': -
60, for example, frame number lO ' . v S . . SRR

, 930hn P. Harnngton Papers, Natronal Anthropologrcal Archrves Srmthsoman Instrmtron, rmcroﬁlm reel numberv
60, for example, frame numbers 17-18. : . .

. #6hn P Harrmgton Papers, National Anthropologrcal Archwes Smrthsoman Instrtuuon, nucroﬁlm reel number '
60, for example, frame numbers. 18- 19 SR,
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- Californians. She was nearly lynched by Anglos for stealing, but was saved by “a committee

of native California men” from the San Juan regton who “went and stopped the Americans.”

Magg1e died the day after Chr1stmas in 1915, in the home of Dofia Ascencién, who arranged

for a proper burial for her.® | »

Harrington copied down hundreds of different cures from Ascencion Solérsano. These

: 1ncluded remedres for SCI‘lOUS allments such as eprlepsy and asthma; and less serious atlments

~such as bl1sters swollen tonsrls colds and yellow-Jacket stmgs There were also remedtes “
used to help in ch11d rearmg For mstance she descrtbed the followmg remedy that could be

; used for a Chlld that had not begun to walk at the proper age She sald “one takes coyote fat S
and fnes it and then w1th thls fat one rubs the llttle legs of the baby every n1ght so that he w1ll PRI

v get strength and walk.”® e

Tradrtlonal leadershrp among the Mutsun people was characterlzed. by generosrty “

o Female leadershlp was common, as was the fam111a1 1nher1tance of leadershlp roles Trlbal

leaders were known to feed v1s1tors and the 1mpoverrshed 8 Ascenc1én Solorsano embod1ed

each of these tradmonal characterlstlcs of Mutsun leadershrp She was recognlzed in her own

» Indran commumty for these 'same characterlstlcs she was recogmzed m the surroundmg non-

S Indxan commumty for the same charactenstlcs Indeed even today, _she 1s remembered 1n the L

':v-_”Joth Hamngton Papers Natronal Anthropologtcal Archtves Srmthsoman Insntunon, nucroﬁlm reel number.--»"'--'.-‘__'j,:.
60, for example frame numbers 33-36 O PR :

- 83John P. Harnngton Papers Nattonal Anthropologlcal Archtves, Srmthsoman Instrumon, rmeroﬁlm reel number_
60, for example frame number 80., : e

¥For instance see: s : ‘ : g : B
De la Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo. “Repuesta” (“repltes to the Interrogatono), May 1, 1814 as translated
and reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission San Juan Bautista: A Schaol of Church Music, Mlssmn Santa ’
.Barbara Santa Barbara, California, 1931, pp. 19-20. - :

' 85Harrmgton, John P.. “Culture Element Dlstnbuuons XIX Central Cahforma Coast e Anthropologzcal Records 2
.- 1:1; University of California Press Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1942, pp. 31- 34

5
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non-Indian community--a new high school in Gilroy 1s soon to be named in her honor 8

Mutsun culture and language d1d not dte with Ascenciéon. When Harrmgton desrred
more information on some of the medical subjects related to Doiia Ascencién, he contacted her_.
daughter Dionisia, and her granddaughter, Marta J. Herrara, who were able to provide him
with addmonal details.” -

Mutsun leadershlp perststed in the 2()‘h century After Ascencron s death her daughter

o Maria DlOIllSla Cervantes became a trtbal leader She had learned some of the herbal

‘knowledge from her mother (as d1d Ascencron s niece Tonla) Her home became a gathermg
place where trtbal members could share news Durmg the 19208 at the request of her people
and non—lndtan ofﬁc1als she assrsted in' carrymg out a census to determme the number of

,Indtans in- the reglon Government ofﬁcrals requested her asststance because they knew she

o :"had knowledge of lndlans l1vmg in the regton As her son recalled recently

‘ 1_-They must. have come 0. her because she was S0 well known In
" her own way, she knew everybody:- She never went anywhere. "
They come to her. So, evidently somebody- ‘had a reference to. her
that she knew the local people. - So, evrdently that s'the only thmg SRS
- that 1 thought about a lot of times, that they: come to her through BN

: ’the fact that so many people says, talk to Mary : .

“Mondragon, oseph Intemew by E. chhard Hart Also present lrenne Zwterletn Chairperson Am’ah Mutsun .
Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun. Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winttrop. - Recorded in the :
' ofﬁces of Prl]sbury Wmthrop, San Francrsco Calrforma, OCtober 15, 2002 tape 2, transcrtpt p- 25 '

¥John P. Harrmgton Papers, Natlonal Anthropologtcal Archtves, Srmthsoman Instttntlon mrcroﬁlm reel number. -
60, for example, frame numbers 44 and 49 . :

$Mondragon, Joseph. lntemew by E: Richard Hart Also present: Trenne Zwierlein, Chairperson Amah Mutsun .
- Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tnbe Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded in the

" offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Franmsco Cahfomra, October 15 2002, tape l transcript pp 4-5 13 and %,
- tape 2 pp. 34-37, quoted at. 37 -
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Maria Dionisia Cervantes also acted as an 1nterpreter for the court, sponsored gathermgs ather

home, and distributed clothtng to the poor. Each of these actrvmes demonstrates that Maria

Dromsm possessed the same traditional Mutsun cultural characterlsttcs for leadershlp that were.

exhibited by her mother and grandmother. 8 o
_ Maria Dtomsra s son has also contmued ina 1eadersh1p role among the Mutsun people

‘Today he is the Trrbal Admlnlstrator of the Amah Mutsun’ Tr1ba1 Band. Through his family, .

one can see the mherltance not only of trrbal leadershrp, but of tradttronal leadership quahttes L

.- through the 19‘h and 20“‘ century and into the 21¢ century

e »‘-Amah Mutsun:Cultural'

Tradmons are passed from generatron to generatlon by word of mouth or

. demonstratlon Mutually held tradmons are the cement that holds trlbal structure together

' ' Tradrtrons related to curattve knowledge, rehglon, mythology and ammal symbolrsm, and

- : jmortahty that were recorded by Harrmgton m the early 20“‘ century are st111 evrdent among the ' ﬂ

L people today, m the early 21“ century Recent ﬁeldwork conducted w1th ] oseph Mondragon

, Trrbal Adrmmstrator fo’ the Amah Mutsun Trrbal Band prov1des ev1dence of this contmurty of

‘o trrbal tradrtrons

Harrmgton:descrtbed in depth the medlcal pract1ces of Ascencron Solorsano and h1s

. notes documented hundreds of cures, usmg herbs and wrld plants, as well as. many other ; ‘ PR

5 'utrlltarlan uses for plants » Joseph Mondragon was a chlld 1n the perrod when Harrmgton - :_: :. B :

_hved in the house of hrs mother Marta DlOﬂlSla Cervantes and attempted to assemble 2 hrstory ' R .

- ®Mondragon, I oseph Interview by B. thhard Hart. Also present lrenne Zwrerlem, Chatrperson Amah Mutsun
“Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Prllsbury Winthrop. ' Recorded in the
 -offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Francxsco Cahfomra, October 15, 2002 tape 1 transcrrpt pp 25; tape 2 pp. ¢

27-30; and tape 3, pp. Zand4 . : _ L

“John P. Harrmgton Papers,. Nattonal Anthropologtcal Archwes Srruthsoman lnStlmtion, ‘Microﬁhned: FURGE
Millwood, New York Krauss International, 1984, reel numbers 58, 59, 60 and 6.
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of his grandmother Ascencién Solérsano. He recalled his mother addressing Harrington as
“Juanito,” during the months that he lived with them.” One of the important plants described
by Ascencién was called the “Yorba del pescado root,” or “fish weed.” Ascencion described
. how this plant was prepared and then placed in still areas of strcarﬁs to stun fish that they .
might be caught.” Mr. Mondragon was able to describe the use of what he called “Dug

Weed,” which he said was found around the countryside around today’s town of Gilroy.

What they do, is they would collect it and get a big bunch of it
and then they would mash it and make it into a real pulp. Then,
when like you’ve seen, where little rapids comes in and then
there’s a big pool and then it overflows. Usually, you can see in
there all kinds of different fish. You thrown your hook in or
whatever to try and get one. N'othing bites so you’re frustrated.
But anyway, the Indian people knew you took this Dug Weed and
balled it up real good and then up in the top they would swish it
around, and then my mother used to say, grandma was so brave
she, where the edge of the willows the roots, well she’d get over
there and grab a hold of the top and kick the stuff underneath it,
about 15 minutes later the fish come belly up. You were down
‘on the other end and you would pick out the fish you were going
~to have for supper. The rest of them you'd let go. Itdidn’t kill

them. . ..
Mr. Mondragon added that is |, 1c2rned © identify this root and still could do so
today. Another tribal member _, who was raised by his grandmother, also

: . . ) ) 93 . L N )
learné.d uadltanél herbal kpowledge from he. EXGmptIOIl 6

Mondragon, Joseph, [nterview by E. Richard Hart. Also present: Irenne Zwierlein, Chairperson Amah Mutsun
Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Wintrop. Recorded in the
offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Francisco, California; October 15, 2002; wape 1, transcript p. 2.

ZPeabody, John Harrington. “The Papers of Jobn Peabody Harrington in the Smithsonian Institution, 1907-
1957, National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. Microfilmed: Millwood, New York: Krauss
International, 1984, excerpts from “Interviews with the San Juan Indians.”

Martin, John M. “Mission San Juan Bautista, California: The Causes and Effects of its Rise and
Decline,” Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Santa Clara, 1933, pp. 39-41, also described yorba det pescado, and
commented on Ascencion’s knowledge of herbal cures.

*Mondragon, Joseph. Interview by E. Richard Har. Also present: Irenne Zwierlein, Chairperson Amah Mutsun
Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe: Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Windrop. Recorded in the
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Joseph Mondragon also reported tradltlonal knowledge regardmg food, Wthh he '
learned from his mother and grandmother and Whlch was not recorded by Harrmgton He

recalled a bean that was used to feed a baby if the mother was without milk.

When the Indlan people say for instance, the mother didn’t have
enough to feed the baby, they would boil these beans and, you
~ know, when you boil them you’ve got that little loop, they’d
strain it, add a little water to it, put it in a milk bottle, in a baby
- bottle, ‘and that baby would be the biggest chub you ever saw. =
~ But it was all protem And they were just as fat as. could beon
' that bean Juice. ' : BT

, He also recalled comrnunal drstrtbutton of vemson when he was young, in order to ensure
. everyone had sufﬁcrent meat.* '

Mr Mondragon reported that the Amah Mutsun people worshlpped the sun, a practrce

-  that was documented by a chromcler of the Anza expedmon of 1774 and reported by Levy in

’ fi:'hls 1s essay for the Smlthsoman s

andbook"‘on Ca11forn1a Inchans » Mr Mondragon sald that' L
- b_ _the Mutsun Indtans bullt the church for the mtss1on prlests, it sO that the sun would shme |

L "through the wmdows on the altar on the wmter and summer solstlce s

- Harr ngton reported a number of tradlttonal bellefs and stones relatmg to ammal

o symbollsm These storres and behefs related to such anunals as’ the coyote owl and fox 2

" offices ‘of_:'PillsburyWlntllrop,'Sanv Franeiscoi, 'Callfornia; October 15_, :2002;' tape:l;;transc'ript pp_.' 4_—7,’ 'qu.oted'at Co T

94Mondragon, Joseph Tnterview by E chhard Han Also present lrenne Zwrerlem Chalrperson Amah Mutsun' .
" Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah. Mutsin Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded in the
. offices of Ptllsbury Wmthrop, San Francrsco Cahforma, October 15, 2002, tape 2, transcript p. 29

P vg’Bolton Herbert E Anza s Calzfomza Expedmons. Vol 3, “Palou’s Account of the Fomdmg of San '

" Francisco,” Berkeley: University of California Press, 1930, p. 425. : '

: Levy, Richard. “Costanoan,” Handbook of North Amencan Indlans, Volume 8, Cahforma, Washmgton :
D.'C.: Smithsonian Instittion, 1978 p 488 - v S ,

96Mondragon, Joseph lntervlew by E. chhard Hart Also present Trenne anerlem Chalrperson Améh Mutsun .
- Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded in the
offices of Plllsbury Winthrop, San Francrsco, Cahforma, October 15, 2002, tape 1, transcript p. 12

97John P Harrmgton Papers Natlonal Anthropologxcal Archxves Srmt.hsoman Instmmon rmcroﬁlm, for example, ;
| 36 »
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Mr. Mondragon also reported snmlar ammal bellefs He reported that the people were “very

superstmous about an owl v1smng

» Accordmg to the old people when an owl comes, and you saw it,
" it was an announcement of death. Someone was going to pass

~ away by c01nc1dence or someth1ng They called it the bird of
- death.* =

- The same tradmon was reported by Harrrngton eighty years earlrer 8

Mr Mondragon also commented on the coyote and the hummmgbrrd

- Oh, we heard varrous all kinds of stories on the coyotes about
- them being devious, sneaky, ‘and the other one was wherethe
‘great spirit the eagle was flying when the ﬂood had clarmed that
‘he was sent down on earth to see if there was a spot that was dry =
" “so he found a couple good spots so he came back and told the
eagle that he d1dn tisee nothmg and then he said he didn’t qurte
- think that was- true so-he sent the. hurnmmg brrd and the: RN
“* humming bird ‘went all the way around and- found a lot of places SE
' “and came back and whrspered to'the great spirit of the. eagle thrs, R
- "and this, and 50 that is. our logo of our tnbe is. the hummmg S
””(fﬁ.ibrrd‘m S e e : G

B _.Father Arroyo de la Cuesta recorded reports of Mutsun t.rad1t1ons concermng a great ﬂood as "

: fearly as. 1811 and 1814 101

.see reel number 58, frarne numbers 263 264 273 274 and 275 reel number 60 frame number 80

, -Y”Mondragon, Joseph Intervrew by E chhard Hart Also present Irenne Zw1erlem Chaxrperson Amah Mutsm
- Tribe; Katherine Hrcks Secretary, ‘Amah’ Mutsun Trrbe, Jennifer Starks, ‘Pillsbury Wintirop. Recorded in the -

e ofﬁces of lelsbury Wmthmp, San Francrsco, Callforma October 15 2002 tape 1 transcrrpt p. 14,

: ”Levy, Rxchard “Costanoan, Hamiboak of Nonh Amerzcan Indzan.s Volume 8 Ca.hforma Washmgton D. C
o :_'Smrthsoman Institution,. 1978, pp. 489, citing the following -

L Harrington work on a Costanoan tribe. Harrington, J P, Chochenyo Fleldnotes Manuscrrpt in Survey
~of Cahforma Indian. Languages, Department of Lrngurstrcs Umversrty of Cahforma Berkeley

‘wMondragon, Joseph. Intervxew by E Rlchard Hart Also present Irenne anerlem, Chaxrperson Amah
- ‘Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Wmthrop Recorded
Jn the offices of Plllsbury Wmthrq), San Francisco, Calrfomra October 15, 2002 tape 1, transcript p. 15.

‘ ""Kroeber Alfred L. “A Mission Record of the Cahfomra Indians (1811),” from a Manuscrlpt in the Bancroft
Library, Published May 28, 1908 in University of California Publications in American Archaeology And -
_Ethnology, Newly Edited by Joel Gazis-SAx, Web Edition Copynght 1999 by Joel Gazis- SAx, Contents
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: '-.’_Barbara Santa Barbar"Cahforma 1931, p 18

One of the most mterestmg Mutsun traditions descnbed by J oseph Mondragon -
concerned the cucusui. He said that the cucusui was a persomﬁcatton ‘of the devil, with human
form but cloven feet. Mr. Mondragon reported that another tribal member and acquamtance,
Tony Corona, who had recently'passed away at the age of 99, “swore he saw him."® Mr.

| Mondragon sa1d the tradmon of the Mutsun people was that the cUcuSui “would appear at

‘dlfferent places around - trlbal territory, that he would hang from hlS feet like a bat 103

Harrmgton also reported on Mutsun behefs concermng the “cu cu sui” or “Kuksm ” In

L hrs notes on Mutsun ”ngs Harrmgton descrtbed the “kuksur, who danced m the hills and

wore a specral headdtess 104 Ascencron Solorsano s granddaughter Marta Herrara also

- provrded notes on one Kuksur song, saymg that “Whrte people used to come from far & w1de_
to see [the Kiksui song], Wthh “was sung in the sweat house mos :

| Mr Mondragon also recalled the tradrtron of “One-Leg,’f who 11ved m a cave m what _

'1s now Pmnacles Natlonal Monument and who was destroyed by the people because he ate

o :(Arranged by Joel GAzrs~SAx)

De 1a Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo ’ “Repuesta” (“replles to the Interrogatono), May l 1814 'asvtr'ansl'atedf‘ DR

and- reprinted in;: Engehardt, Zephyrin.. Mission San Juan Bautzsta A School af Church Muszc, Mission Santa _' -

- "’ZMondragon, Joseph Intervrew by E. chhard Hart Also present Irenne Zwrerlem Chatrperson Amah

*.* Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah ‘Mutstin Tribe; Jenmfer Starks, Prllsbury Winthrop. Recorded -
- i the offices of Plllsbury Wmthrcp, ‘San Francrsco Callfomla October 15 2002 tape 1, transcnpt pp. 24—%

B "’3Mondragon, ]oseph Intervrew by E. Richard Hart. Also present Irenne warlem, Chalrperson Arnah ,
: Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tnbe, Jennifer Starks Prllsbury Winthrop. Recorded
in ‘the offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Francisco, California; October 15, 2002, tape I, transcriptp. 33. '_
) Peabody, Jotin Harrington. ' “The Papers of John Peabody Harrington in the ‘Smithsonian Institution, - -
--1907-1957,” National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. Microfilmed: -Millwood, New York:
© . Kraiss International, 1984, excerpts from “Intervrews wnh the San Juan Indrans, also mcludes a descrlpuon of
- the cucusui hanging by his toenalls - : : :

- 1%30hn P. Hamngton Papers, National Anthmpologrcal Archrves Snuthsoman Instrtutron, nucrof Im,. reel number
36 frame numbers 33, 72, and 80 81. :

s ‘°SJohn P. Harnngton Papers, Natloual Anthrupologlcal Archives, Smrthsoman Instittion, microfilm, reel number
36, frame numbe‘rs‘80-81, S
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children. It was a tradition also recited to Harrington by Ascenci()n during his work with her '

in the 1920s.'% ey S - |
Although traditional tribal gatherrngs were prohlblted or discouraged by both church .

and government in the erghteenth and nineteenth centurres,v Mutsun people managed to

maintain therr language and tradltrons In the twentreth century pubhc tribal gatherings became

~less drfficult to conduct Accordmg to Mr. Mondragon Mutsun people have gathered together |

at ﬁestas and rodeos (like many other trlbes in the Southwest Great Basm and Plateau reglons) » :

where they could keep track of famrhes and where storres and tradrtlons could be passed onto |

_' new generatlons Mutsun people gathered at ﬁestas rodeos and later pow-wows, thIoughout '

- 'the twentreth century Mr. Mondragon has been attendmg the Stanford pow-wow srnce the late

1960s. o

Mutsun people can today stlll trace the o' ' hnes of,the boundarres of thelr tradrtronal

; _.’lands 108 They contmue to tell the storres told by their’ ancestors for generatrons They hold

e behefs that were held by thelr Indran forebearers and‘mamtam tradrtrons recallmg other belrefs =

o of theirftrr _al’ _ance'stors.r_x -

' 1"“Mondragon Joseph Interv1ew by E Rlchard Hart -Also present:: Irenne Zwrerlern, 0
- Mutsun Tribe;. Katherine Hicks, Secretary,. Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded
~in the offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San‘Francisco, California; October 15, 2002, tape 2, transcript p. 4.
" Peabody, John Harrington. “The Papers of John Peabody Harrmgton in the Smithsonian Institution,
1907-1957,” National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian [nstitution. Mrcroﬁlmed Mrllwood New York: - .
" Krauss Internatronal 1984, excerpts from “Intervrews wnh the San Juan Indlam, - .

' 107Mondragon, Joseph Intervrew by E. chhard Hart, Also present Irenne Zwrerlem, Chalrperson Amah
.. Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded
in the offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Francisco, California; October 15 2002 tape 1, transcnpt pp 10- 11
tape 2, transcrlpt pp 10-11 and 25; and tape 3, transcrrptp 14 YT ‘ o

msMondragon Joseph Interview by E. Richard Hart. Also present Irenne Zwierlein, Chalrperson Amati
" Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, Amah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded
in the ofﬁces of Ptllsbury Wmthrop, an Francisco, Cahforma October 15 2002 tape 2, transcrlpt ju 1-3.
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" A final example is 1llummat1ng Mr Mondragon reported that, ”It was very bad of you
ot to attend a funeral...it was insult to families 1% He also reported that hrs mother never
mentroned people’s names after they had died." Here again is a tradition inherited from an
older tribal tradition and sirnilar to what has previously been documented for the Mutsun '
people In 1814 de la Cuesta reported the custom as it ex1sted then.
‘ [Mutsun people] would say that the spirits of the dead went to the
west; but they could not tell what they did there.. For this reason -
they never name the dead. ‘Indeed, it is the greatest grief and’

- injury éven to name the dead before, them and they pagans still-
3 'observe the foohsh custom. " NI RN

: _-'Conclus1ons v _ »
The documentary record prov1des abundant evrdence relatmg to the language culture

: .;g'vrllages and terrrtory of the Mutsun people Even after the1r terrrtory was controlled ﬁrst by

;-the Spanrsh government then the Mex1can government and ﬁnally the government of the .-

| Unrted States the language customs culture healmg practrces and leadershrp roles contmued

to be passed down generanon from generatron through tradrtronal mechamsms R |
The remarkable body of materral collected by John Peabody Harrmgton, provrdes

e 'convmcrng evrdence of the contmurty of trad1tronal Mutsun culture language and currng

practlces as ev1denced by'the knowledge of Ascencrdn Solérsano, who was recogmzed both

: 109Mondragou, Joseph Intervxew by E thhard Hart Also present Irenne Zwrerlem, Chalrperson Amah

* Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, Secretary, AmahMutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks, Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded e ok

~in the offices of Plllsbury Wmthrop, San: Francxsco, California; October 15, 2002; tape 2, transcript p. 25.

”UMondragou Joseph Intervrew by E. Richard Hart Also present Irenne Zwrerlem Chairpérson Amah
*" Mutsun Tribe; Katherine Hicks, .Secretary,. Arnah Mutsun Tribe; Jennifer Starks; Pillsbury Winthrop. Recorded
in the offices of Pillsbury Winthrop, San Francisco, Calrt‘orma, October 15,2002, tape 1, transcnpt pp 13-14..

- 'pe 1a Cuesta, Felipe Arroyo “Repuesta” (“replxes to the Interrogatorro), May 1, 1814 as translated and
reprinted in: Engelhardt, Zephyrin. Mission San Juan Bautista: A School af Church Muszc, Mission Santa
Barbara: Santa Barbara, California, 1931, pp. 23-24. ‘

Levy, Richard, - “Costanoan,” Handbook of North American Indians, Volume 8, California; Washmgton,‘
 D. C.: Smithsonian Institution;’ 1978, pp. 491, reported that, “The names of dead persons were not spcen unttl
" formally bestowed anew upon another mdmdual - :
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| Wlthm her own community and 1n the surroundmg non—Indlan community.  This knowledge R
was passed down through the generatrons by the Mutsun people and then collected from |
Solorsano by Harrington. Only a fraction of the Harrington papers have been exarmned A
thorough analys1s of this work will undoubtedly provide even greater detail of Mutsun ’
tradrtronal culture » | L } |

After the death of Ascencron Solorsano cultural belrefs and leadershrp roles continued N '

v to be passed dowu among people of Mutsun descent Recent f’reldwork among members of

today 5 Amah Mutsun Tr1ba1 Band provrdes evrdence of such cultural contmulty among. Band
| members Current trrbal members recount storres that Ascencmn told Harrlngton They have -

-_'.tradrtronal knowledge of plants food ammals and the supernatural These rnutually held -

il ‘tradltlons are the cement that holds trrbal structure together and allows tr1bal cultural contmurty'v S

. a“ -
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-+ September, 1902. Photograph by C. Hart Merriam; Lowie Museum . -
‘megative 23204. S St : R

Sy

Sierra Solérsano at Missn San Juan Bautista, age 60 in
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"~ No. 91-30352, Smithsonian Instifution, National Anthropological
AFGHIVER L, i e

" Maria Dionisia Mondragon, with Victoriano Mondragon in a woven
- pasket cradle. Photograph by J. P. Harrington, ca. 1922. OPPS Neg.
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 Ascencion Solorsano shortly before her death. Photograph by J. P.
- ‘Harrington, taken between August, -1929 and Jamuary 1930.- OPPS - o

Anthropological Archives. .. -

Negative No. 81-11249, Smithsonian Institution, National
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Boundanes of Mutsun speakmg rancherias (villages or “tnbelets") as they existed in the

- late 18" century. Numbers 25-33, and 36 are Mutsun—spealung Number 32is apparently B

‘a vnllage nzmed Mutson From Izvy, p 485.
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