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The Federated Indinns of Graton Rancheria' seck restoration of their government to
government relationship with the United States. The United States terminated this
relationship in 1966 under the California Ranchena Act of 1958." The Graton Rancheriz,
located between the towns of Sebastopol and Oceidental in Analy township, Green
Valley, Sonoma County, was established in 1920 for the homeless bands of Indians in the
arcas of Bodega, Tomales, and Marshall in Marin County and the Indian people of the
Sebastopol arca in Sonoma County.” This was but one of 36 such rancherias set aside for
homeless Indians in California between 1906 and 1930, It was typical that dilTerent tribal
groups from the same general vicinity were placed together on a single land base, and
were henceforth known by the rancheria name* The Marin County and southern Sonoma
County groups had always lived adjacent to ane another during pre-European contact, and
have always been connected through intermarmtiage and social/political interaction, thus
the Bureay of Indian Affairs' establishment of a common federal trust land was in keeping
with local tribal traditions.

Historical Backprovnd

The Ciraton Kancheria community is known in the anthropological literature to be
composed of Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo groups.” Anthropolagists have
recognized that even after detnmental historical circumstances baoth proups have
continued to live in their traditional homeland. The Miwok of west Marin County have,
through the vears, been referred to as Marshall Indians, Marin Miwok, Tomales, Tomales
Bay, and Hookooeko. To their north, the Bodega Miwok (also referred to as Bopeda
[typographical error] and Olamentko) traditionally live in the arca of Bodega Bay. The
Southern Pomo Sebastopel group is the neighboring group immediately to the north and
casit of the Miwok, with the modem town of Sebastopol located about one mile from (he
northern border of Miwok traditional territory and the southem border of Southern Pomo
territory {sce Maps), Many Pomo from this area continue to live in their ancestral
homelands. The prehistory and histories of these culturally related groups intermingle
{Appendix 1, Tribal Roll).

The earliest historical account of Coast Miwok peoples was by a pricst on a ship under
the command of Francis Drake in 1579, Subsequent descriptions by Spanish and Russian
voyagers in [ 393, 1775, 1793, and 1808 provide additional information which verifies the
continued oceupancy of this area by the Coast Miwok peoples. A Russian outpost at
Bodega Bay, established in 1809, and Spanish missions and Mexican occupation in this
part of California --Mission San Francisco de Asis (Mission Dolores, 1776), Mission San
Rafeel Arcangel (1817), Mission San Francisco Solano (Sonoma, 1823)-- used Indians,
including Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo tribal people as a labor source.® While these
outside forces impacted the indigenous peoples negatively, the records, especially from
the missions, assist us today in substantiating Mative culural and gencalogical
persistence (sec Membership and Kinship below; Appendik. 2, Genealogies). After the




Mission Peniod (1769-1834) local Indian people continued in servitude to Mexican land
grant owners throughout their confiscated tribal territories, Mexican and American
period records show that a Coast Miwok, Camilo Ynitia, secured the land grant for
Olompali near Novato within Coast Miwok homelands.” (lompali is the site of a large
village, extending from prehistoric times into the Spanish/Mexican periods, and continues
today as an important historic locale.” Another important locale was Nicasia (northwesi
of San Rafacl). Near the time of seculanization (1835) the Church granted the San Rafoel
Christian Indians 20 leagues (80,000 acres) of mission lands at Nicasio, as well as 1300
sheep and 439 horses by the Mexican government.  About 500 Indians relocated to
Nicasio at that time. By 1850 they had but onc league of land left and a small number of
horses, cattle, and bullocks. This radical reduction of land was a result of illegal
confiscation of lund by non-Indians under protest by Indian residents. In 1870, Jose
Calistro, the last commumity leader at Nicasio, purchased the small surrounding parcel,
Calistro died in 1875, and in 1876 the land was transfermed by his will to his four
children. In 1880 there were 36 Indian people at Nicasio. The population was persuaded
1o leave in the 1880s when Marin County curtailed funds to all Indians (except those at
Marshall) who were not living at the Poor Farm, a place for "indigent” peoples,”

By the beginning of Californin statehood (1850) the Marshall, Bodega, and Sebastopol
peoples, along with their Fomo and Patwin neighbors, were making the best of a diTcult
oppressive situstion, by earning their livelihoods through farm labor or fishing, within
their traditional homelands. William Smith, a Bodega Miwok, after forced relocation 1o
Lake County during the late 18005, returned to Bod:%a Bay where he and his relatives
founded the commercial fishing industry in the area.'” By the early 1900s a few people
pursued fishing for their livelihoods; one family continued commercial fishing into the
|9470s, while another family maintained an oyster harvesting business. When this acti vity
was nol in season or not profitable (fish and other sea products declined rpidly and
regulations conceming these endeavors changed), Indian people of this area sought
agricullural employment which required an itinerant lifestyle. The preferred locality for
such work was within Marin and Sonoma countices, and Gralon consultants today indicate
that their families were tenacious in their attempt to survive locally."’

The fact that Coast Miwok and Southem Pomo remained in their traditional homeland
after their displacement by non-Indians is noted by both scholars and a Bureau of Indian
Affairs report. The famed government biologist and naturalist’anthropologist, Dr. C. Hart
Memiam, records several visits with Coast Miwak and Southern Pomo peoples within
their Native country from 1905-1936, where be found them participating in, and
knowledgeable of, their cultural traditions. Isabel Kelly, a Ph.D. student from the
University of Californin, Berkeley, worked with Coast Miwok people in 1931-1932
which has resulted in a detailed portrayal of the culture.” From 1905 to 1936, noted
anthropologist/scholar, Dr. S. A Barret published extensively on Pomo culture.
Particularly important is Barrett’s 1908 ethno-geography which clearly documents
placement of Southermn Pomo villages adjacent to Coast Miwok villages. He also devotes
considerable discussion to the Const Miwok, and his map showing village sites for both
groups is a valuable resource tool." A survey for the Pureau of Indian Affairs, the




"Lipps-Michaels Survey of Landless Nonreservation Indians of California, 1919-1974."
also finds Indian people of these tribes throughout Marin and Sonoma counties. Tlus
report clearly demonstrates the need for productive land for California tribes."*

In May 1920, Bureau of Indian Affairs Inspector John J. Terrell was dispatched "io
procure signed contracts for the most urgent purchases™ on behalf of homeless Indians of
California."® Terrell attempted to locate land for the Coast Miwok along the coast, bur
found the cost prohibitive. He also identificd a considerable reluctance on the part of
non-Indians to sell land for use as an [ndian village. By June, Temell proposed the
purchase of a 15.45 acre tract of land near the small rural Sonoma Counly town of
Graton, for the "village home™ of the Marshall, Bodega, Tomales and Sebastopol Indians.
Available lands at a reasonable price in this locality provided an alternative to coasial
lands, since Marshall, Bodega and Sebastopal peoples were intimately familiar with the
area, bath historically and as a contemporary camping area while they worked in local
fruit harvests.'” Thus, through the purchase of this land, put into federal trust, the
government consolidated these neighboring traditionally inleractive groups into one
recognized entity, Graton Rancheria. A Bureau of Indian Affairs census of the
Sebastopol Indians of Round Valley Agency, California, enumerated by Superintendent
W, W. McConihe with the assistance of local Indians, June 20, 1923, includes sevenly-
five individuals of Marshall, Bodega, and Sebastopol descent, and demonstrates their
congregation in the vicinity of the Graton Rancheria (Appendix 3, 1923 Census)."

Lacal Indian people were intensely interested in the Graton Rancheria when its
purchase became known to them. Sebastopol tribal leader Joseph M. Pete wrote (March
14, 1921) 1o the Superintendent of Indian Affairs to inquire about the rumored purchase
on behall’ of himself and “several others who would appreciate a place they could call
home.” The property sale had not yet been finalized and Pete's letter was referred 1o the
Round Valley Agency for particulars (March 30, 1921). In a letter of complaint because
his inquiries remained unanswered, Pele offcred 1o assist in compiling information about
local Indians (June 11, 1922). The Bureau roply by the Superintendent (June 13, 1922)
states they had "no orders (o allot this land for those for whom it was bought,” and char
the acreage purchased would be too small to accommodate all interested persons,  The
Superintendent did, however, provide Pete with instructions on census compilation i
help identify the constituents of the Graton community. Pete supplied a list of peoples’
names but added that the land is too small for all the families, "

The inadequate size of Graton Rancheria for accommodati ng the number of homes
needed for its intended population is a recurrent theme in Bureay of Indian Affairs
records, Mot only was the rancherin small, but the termain consisted of steep hills, further
limiting building sitcs. An additional problem was the limited water supply. Home
construction was costly and the Bureay could offer no assistance for such an endeavor, A
typical Bureau reply to inguirics about home building was "We have no ahjection o you
establishing yourself thereon. However, it will be necessary for you to build your own
house if you move on the property.” In August of 1952, the BIA enrollment officers wens
to Uraton where they received eight applications for enrollment. This enroliment




valves four houscholds present during a very active harvest month when most people
were away working. ™"

The Graton people found it difficuli to build on the Rancheria for financial
reasons and because the terrain allowed little suitable space for homesites. For those who
did build, tent platforms comprised the usual mode of construction. Thesc platforms
were used al diffcrent times by different Graton familics when they were in the area for
scasonal employment, but such floor structures were not suitable for permanent homes.
Typically, Frank Truvido began residency in a platform tent, but unlike most residents,
Mr. Truvido eventually (1954) was able to build a cabin on the Rancheria for his family
(wife and child). Another home was built by Andrew Sears about 1940; this home was
willed to Frank Truvido, whose descendants live in the house today (1997).%

Groaton Ranchenia was purchased as a homeland for Coast Miwok and Southern Poma
peoples, who have always lived and continue to live in this area of California as a
composile group. Becawse much of the Rancheria property is steep lerrain, the
availability of house sites was limited, and because funds for housing assistance were
never developed for the Rancheria membership, few people were able to fulfill their
desires to live here on a permanent basis. The Rancheria became a focal point for the
Miwok and Pomo peoples who could come, live in a tent, and visit with other members
while working in the vicinity. The Bureau of Indian Affairs approved a plun to distribute
the assets and remove the Rancheria from federal trust in August 1958 with three
distributees (now all deceased). Gloria Truvido Amstrong (the daughter of a {oast
Miwok distributee) and one daughter continue (o reside on the former Rancheria land
where she first came as a seven year old child in January 19502 Ms. Armstrong has,
through the years, maintained social, cultural, spiritual and political connections with the
broader Graton membership and continees to be an active participant in the affairs of the
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria.

Membership and Kinship

Today, the membership of the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria comprises 31
individuals. Many of these people have maintained their identities as California Indians
fraem birth as shown by their having roll numbers on the 1933 Census Roll of the Indians
of California, the 1955 Califomnia Combined Roll_ and the 1972 California Indian
Judgment Rolls.” Members born after the last roll numbers were issued (1 969) have
provided, for the Graton tribal roll, birth certificates andfor baptismal cerificates
connecting them with roll number bearers. {See Appendix 1, Tribal Roll and Appendix 2,
Genealogy for detailed information.)

Ciraton members exhibit an intense interest in their family historics and many huve
searched for and found the necessary records to docurment their Graton ancestry. For
example, in one family in which no member had previously had a roll number in the three
California rolls, the members provided birth, marriage and death certificates, as well as an
affidavit certifying to a name change, in order to be included, These members were well




aware of their Indian history and were able to clearly identify ancestors back five
generations, Another tribal member had an attomey open his adoption records, thus was
able to identify his Indian father and grandmother, and provided death certificates as wel]
a5 a will and an affidavit from a tnbal histonan which proved his ancestry. Still another
member found that her mother had changed her name 1o make it sound "less Indian”
believing such an act might expand her oppormunities. She sought out elders and a priest
at a church in Tomales to find her mother's baptismal records, and finally was able 10
solve the mystery of her ancestry which had been closed to her until this investigation.

The genealogical record clearly shows that Marshall, Bodega and Sebastopol people
married within their own bands and also with members of other Graton residents.™
Amicable relations prevailed among these bands, and since Bodega Band borders abutted
both Sebastopol Band and Marshall Band borders, communication among bands was
frequent and cordial which facilitated intermarriage. Traditional ceremaonies continued 1o
be shared throughout historic times and continue today.” Dancers danced at villages
within other bands' territories. Large scasonal gatherings called "Big Times™ brought
people together 1o dance, share Tood and trade, and to renew social bonds and form
marriage alliances * Interband marriages among Graton people have continued 1o occur
to the present.

The Graton group's gencalogical record has been readily achieved due (o the
availability of individual application forms for the 1933 California Indian Judgment Roll,
and of baptismal records beginning in 1862 for the Church of the Assumption in
Tamales. As a result, tracing ancestry was greatly simplified. In fact, the ancestries of
three families have been casily traced to baptism at the missions (1805-1820).

Ihousands of California Indians, including ancestors of Graton Rancheria members,
were baptized into the Catholic ehurch during the time of the Spanish missions.”” Many
tribal members were panishioners at the Tomales Church of the Assumption which was
[ounded in 1860. Tomales church records show sponsors of children at baptism
(geudparents) and witnesses at marriages were often not only non-family members, hui
were from other bands. These records have been essential for establishing intra-/inter-
band and intra-finter-family ties among these local Indian people who became Graton
Ranchenia members at its establishment in 1920,

More than 400 people of Graton ancestry appear on these baptismal records. Such
church records an: of cnormous assistance in establishing parentage and lineal descent.
Marriage records provide the names of the bride and groom, the names of the parents of
the bride and groom, the names of the sponsors, -- all showing additional social and
family conneciions.

The records showing the genealogical past provide a basis for understanding and
verifying continwty for the Graton people. When the church records are used in
conjunction with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 1928 Applications for inclusion on the
1933 California Indian Rolls, a clear contimmum of descent is readily apparent. The later
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rolls, 1955 and 1972, required individuals to be descended from a person on the 1933
HRaoll, or otherwise to provide genealogical information back to an 1852 ancestor, Some
Ciraton people know their personal history well beyond the 1937 Roll, being able to recite
and verify ancestry back as far as five generations.  These remarkable documents are a
straong indication of the contimuing cohesiveness of families and bands regardless of
disruption as a result of the influences of outsiders.

Saocial Interaction and Continuity

since the initiation of termination, the distributees, their relatives, and other
descendanis of the Graton peoples have maintained social, cultural, and political
interaction with each other. Although only one family continues to reside on the former
rancheria land, most continue to live in the peneral area, especially Marin and Sonoma
counties. Today, when employment necessitates relocation out of the immediate area,
(Graton people continue to retum (o their ancestral area to maintain social, cultural and
political connections. Typical events include birthday celebrations, family reunions,
weddings, baptisms and other church activities, funerals, intertribal events, and
community gathering trips to the Marin/Sonoma coast for sea products. Such activities
and interactions provide an opportunity to share cultural knowledge and tribal history and
to strengthen social bonds.™ Recently, the historically united Marshall, Bodega, and
Sebastopol bands officially organized as the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
{Appendix 4, Constitution of the Federited Indians of Graton Rancheria).

Cne activity of particular interest has been the preservation of ancestral burial sites.
The California State Native American Heritape Commission, which identifies individuals
or groups as "Most Likely Descendants” (MLDs) and provides agencies and developers
with appropriate MLDs, has designated Graton members of Coast Miwok and
Sebastopol/Southemn Pomo descent as representatives for their group within their
traditional tribal areas.™ Since the 1970s Marshall, Bodega and Sebastopol individuals
have served as archaeological observers at construction sites in order to oversee the
treatment and disposition of any ancestral cultural materials as well as human remains,
and (o sce that federal, state, and county laws and regulations are upheld. Attention to
ancestral sites has become a group effort in several instances. For example, in the
summer of 1996 when an ancestral site was disturbed in San Rafacl (Marin County)
several members, in addition to the official observers, joined together to assist at the site,
to work in collaboration with archeologists and to negotiate with the developer and the
city of San Rafael to prevent further impacts, ™

In another case, members worked together to eliminate archeological "pothunting” in
their ancestral burial site at Bodepa Bay., When the Hamilton Air Force Base in Novatn
was slated for closure in the 1960s, representatives of Graton participated in a hearing to
express their concemns about possible burial site disturbance. Through the years Graton
peaple have been concerned about monitoning and protecting this traditional site from
disturbance. In February 1995, the membership met with govemment representatives at
the Base to provide input into the formulation of palicy for protecting these resources in
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the event of Base closure, In 1996, members collaborated in efforts to preserve an
ancestral Coast Miwok petroglyph site in Marin [.'m.ml:y.” They also provided testimony
at public hearings about development projects which could impact ancestral sites. ™
Another project for which Graton people demonstrate intense interest in the State
Department of Parks and Recreation activities at Olompali State Park. An "Olompali
Workday” is scheduled on a published calendar for one Saturday each month, ™ on which
the membership works to reconstruct a facsimile of the important ancestral village once
located there, With membership permission and collaboration, ethnobotanist Brenda
H-EEHH;IPI, evalunted the plant life in the Park which held culivural significance 1o the

EToup,

Another place where the membership works together is at the Marshal] Indian
Cemetery at Tomales Bay. Periodic cemetery eleanups take place, presently at least twice
a year. Such cleanups have included the recent installation of concrete crosses to replace
disintegrating redwood markers, weed cutting, tree trimming, bulb planting, and
placement of flowers in containers at grave sites. The cemetery is visited regularly and
cantinues to be used by the preseni-day membership; the most recent interment occurmed
in Cetober 1996, Memonal Day has provided a focus for many social gatherings at the
Marshall Cemetery. All Souls’ Day candle light vigils have also occurred here for
decades, with the most recent vigil held here in November 1996, Visits have heen made
1o the cemetery by members in the recent past for the express purpose of ideatifying and
marking previously unmarked graves. The great majority of persons interred here are
Coast Miwok. A list of individuals who are buried, or whose ashes are scattered. at the
Marshall Cemetery is in Appendix 5. Group activities such as cleaning the cemetery,
conducting a candle light vigil, and recording ancestral grave sites provide an important
oppartunity to remember relatives and share cultural history. ™

Elders conlinue to pass Marshall, Bodepa, and Sebastopol history and cultural
knowledge orally through their extended families. Some members have worked for years
to record family gencalogics for the Graton people.™ Others have brought attention (o the
group through published accounts of their eultural history in various publications,
including a publication specializing in reporting on California Indian affairs and
activities.”

Since July 1993 the group has hosted an annual picnic which is attended by more than
a hundred individuals of the Federated Graton membership. An annual fundrising
dinner hosted by the group since 1995 at the Veteran's Hall in Santa Rosa has been
attended by capacity crowds of up to three hundred friends and relatives, as well as
members of other tribes and the broader community. ™

The membership has sponsored two weekend workshops, ane in 1996 and one in 1997,
during which members developed traditional skills, such as acom mush making, soaproat
brush making, shell bead and pendant making, and string making and shared these
traditional skills with other people from the membership and the outlying community.
One member has also demonstrated flint knapping (arrowhead making) at events hosted




in local parks where he also teaches about local Indians. Another has demonstrated
baskel making. The membership has also participated in gathenings st Kule Loklo, a
Coast Miwok Cultural Exhibit created at Point Reyes Mational Seashore in 1976 with a
National Park Service Bicentennial Grant for Historic Projects. Two Graton members
have served as Cultural Interpreters at Kule Loklo. Kule Loklo has held gatherings (Big
Time, Strawberry Festival and Acom Festival) in which members have participated
annually since 1980. In 1975, the National Park Service ol Kule Loklo consulted with
Graton people who were particularly articulate in culture history about the early phases of
the cultural exhibit construction. Graton people have served as Kule Loklo cultural
interprelers since about 1985, as well as at Olompali State Park since 1995, In 1997 an
artist for a large mural depicting Marin County history, sought tribal assistance for her
depiction of the Miwok segment of the mural. The group collaborated on the compilation
of a cultural calendar for the year 1997, which provides Graton membership with
mfomation on a daily basis of group events, as well as resource information. {e.g.,
scholarships, language, bibliography, health) (Appendix 6, Calendar), One member has
financed a scholarship fund for Indian swdents at a local community college. ™

Uraton members have been instrumental in the establishment and sustainment of
several social organizations in the community for the benefit of their own group as well
a3 other Indians and the broader community. Members have served as officers and
general participants in the Santa Rosa Junior College (SEJC) United American Indian
Council. One member has served as Master ol Ceremonics at an annual spring gathering
at SRIC which has broad local Indian participation. This cvent is hosted by SRIC's Jesse
Peier Native American Art Museum and is entitled " A Day Under the Oaks® Califomia
Indian dance and traditional skills deronstrations arc an integral part of this cvent
Similar events include Cotati Indian Days in which one member, serving as the
representative of the group, worked on the first planning commitice.  One member
worked with the Santa Rosa School District and founded a majorene group for local
Indian girls who performed at the local Rose Parade in the 1970s. Members were aclive
in an organization for Sonoma County [ndian woman with the intended purposc of rusing
money to provide scholarships for members of necdy families *

Individual members have also contributed knowledge and expertise for the benefit of
the greater membership and in order to educate the broader public about their eultural
heritage. The Miwok Archeological Preserve of Marin (MAPOM), a non-profit
educational organization founded in 1975, sponsors lectures on local archeology and
cthnography. This organization has published seven occasional papers on these subjects
and sponsors adull classes in California Indian skills. It also co-sponsors festivals at Kule
Loklo in which Graion members participate, and sdditionally it provides college
scholarships for Graton people. Graton members currently serve as President and Vice
President of MAPOM, whilc a third member also serves on the Board of Directors.*!

The Mann Museum of the Amenican Indian in Novato is a small museum which
sponsors children's programs as well as cultural exhibits featuring loeal Native Americans
of the area. Graton members have helped in many aspects from museum docent training
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ta public demonstrations of traditional skills. In 1994, the Tribe participated in a large
public cvent o enhanee Mative American Cultural Awareness held ot a local shopping
mall orgamized by the Muscum. Ower the years, members from Graton have served and
continue to serve on the Museumn Board of Directors. The Museum also plans an anaual
trade-feast cach September in which the Graton membership has participated.

Another muscum where Graton members have made contributions is the Bolinas
Museum. In 1993, this museum and Ciraton membership produced an exhibit of histonc
family photographs and memorabilia of Bodega, Marshall and Sebastopol people under
the title, "We Arc Still Here.® Exhibit text was reviewed and edited by a commuiltee off
the Graton membership. A booklet with the same title was published in conjunction with
the exhibit (Appendix 7). At the close of this exhibil at the Bolinas Museum, it was
maved to the Visitor Center at Point Reyes Mational Seashore where it remained on
display for more than a y:ﬂ:.“ The exhibil was well attended at both places.

The CGraton membership has loog been concemned about cultural history. In their
cfforts 1o preservie and maintun cultural knowledge imformed members have participated
in rescarch studics with scholars (sce Histoncal Background above for early rescarchi
The lollowing publications were the product of collaboration by scholars with tribal
members. Callaghan's Bodega Miwok Dictionary was published by University of
California a< a Publication in Linguistics. Professor Callaghan has also served asa
language consultant for the book, The Coasr Miwak frdians af the Paint Reves Area,
published by the Point Reyes National Seashore Association. Linguist Mar: Okrand
worked with a Graton member in 1977 on the Bodega languagﬂ,‘”‘ This interest in
language preservation is strong with several people who continue to speak the language.
One member represented the group at a workshop on language restoration and
participated in a language immersion program at the University of California, Berkeley,
July 1996. Members met in 1996 wath a well-known traditional singer. elder Bemice
Scolt Torres, to sing Coast Miwok sonps ™ Beckwith studied ethnobotanical resourees at
(OMompali State Histonie Park resulting m a Master's Thesis in Biological Sciences at
California State University, Sacramento.”® Two members continue to contribute to the
group through their publications and teaching; Dr. Greg Samis, Professor of English at
LICLA, David Pen, Professor of Anthropology al Sonoma State University at Rohnert
Park. Another author/artist who holds official membership in a different local tribe has
written aboul Coast Miwok culture in her many published articles which reflect her
ancestry in, and knowledge of, this g‘uu.]:r.“'

Many of the social invelvements of members have also served political functions, such
as lhe elforts o preserve ancestral burial sites. Members of Graton have been active in o
vanety of organizations which serve the necds of both members and the broader Indian
community. While such orpanizations enhance socio-cultural continuity, they also serve
importunt political functions.
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Political Interaction and Confinuity

The Graton membership is comprised of a number of familics descending from the
Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo groups. Throughout history, members have pooled
their labor, hosted gathenngs for other local groups, and worked together under the
leadership of headmen and women to review and resolve issues which would have any
impacl on the well-being of the group, Ceniain individuals have been continuously
recognized in ethnolistoncal sources as important leaders in the past (e.g., Juana Baunista
Elserio, Jose Calistro, brothers William Smith and Tom Smith, Joseph Pete), and it is
their descendants who are active in group leadership today, These descendants have also
been active in a vanety of intertribal organizations and activities, ncluding leadership
roles an boards and committees such as the Sonoma County American [ndian Council
which hosts a variety of activities (Sonoma County Rose Parade, fund mising, hosting of

dances)."’

To avert problems and plan ahead, the intemal leadership, wodking in concert with the
general membership, acts in a cohesive manner o resolve issues in a reasonable way, For
instance, when another tribal group, the Cloverdale Pomo, attempted to establish a
reservation near the Marshall Cemetery in the early 19905, more than one hundred Cirators
members galhered at a mecting to asscrt their tribal identity publicly and claim their
Jurisdiction over tribal territory. This meeting provided the impetus for the establishment
of n mare formal structure and governing body, initially known as The Federmted Conast
Miwok Cultural Preservation Association, a non-profit organization. This organization’s
membership annually elects new board members for two year term positions. All
members of this board arc descended from historie leaders or other individuals associated
with Graton Rancheria. As an active organization, the Federated Coast Miwok has
hosted numerous social events and has been active in coordinating activitics among its
membership, This organization has sinee evolved into the Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria to better reflect the composition of its membership (Appendix 4, Constitution ).

Members of the Gralon group served in active leadership roles in the establishment of
the Sonoma County Indian [Health Center in the 19705, In addition to the focus of
provading quality health care for the local Indian commumity, the Center is also an
unportant lecation for community meetings and activities. Several members have been
active as board members, commillee members, and employees of this Center. They have
also laken an active role in the Sonoma County [ndian Senior Site, including the role of
Director.*® Three members have served on the state-wide California Rural Indian Health
Board, and one member has served as the interim director of two Indian Health Centers in
northern Califorma,

Members have also served in other organizations which promote Indian rights and
oppartunities,  One member serves on the staff of the National Indian Justice Center in
Petaluma, an organization which plays an active national role in training Mative
Amencans throughout the country in tribal governance. Recently this Center was
mstrumental in the establishment of the California Indian Museumn and Cultural Center at




the new Presidio Mational Park in San Francisco.®™ Graton membership participated in
the opening reception of the Museum, September 21, 1996, providing an information
table and a traditional Graton food booth.  Assistant Secretary of Interior John
Garamendi was in atiendance.

In 1971, Indians in and around Sonoma County founded Ya-Ka-Ama Indian Fducation
and Development, Inc., on 125 acres of land a short distance north of Graton. This non-
profit organization serves as a nuelews for a variety of programs, projects, and events
designed to foster the "educational, employment, social, economic, and cultural
development for [local] Indians and, subsequently, to develop a more cohesive, informed
and self-sufficient Indian community."” Members from Graton have served in key
positions al Ya-Ka-Ama from its inception to the present, as Exccutive Director, Chair.
and as board members in support functions. Members kave also served on commitiees
far the purposes of fund raising and the planning of cultural fairs and gatherings at the
stte. Due to the fact that this center promotes so many opportunities for local Indian
peaple it serves a vital role in Indian community activitics, in which many Graton peaple
have always participated.”

Members of Graton have played an active roll in establishing restoration of their tribal
status. T'wo members demonstrated this intense interest by becoming active in a
statewide organization, the Advisory Couneil on Califormnia Indian Palicy, (o investigate
federal recognition/reinstatement issues. One member, on behalf of the group, has
worked diligently for many years on historical research which would contribute 1o
reinstatement to tribal status, Another spoke for the group to the Advisory Council in the
effort to gain assistance in the quest for Graton reinstatement. Recognition by other
northern Califomnia tribes is demonstrated by response to Advisory Council efforts in
which tribes acknowledge the existence of the Crraton-group,

Summary

The Federated [ndians of Graton Rancheria have demonstrated internal cohesivencss
through time. They have continuously supparted cach other particularly in endeavors of a
political nature which would effect the well-being of the group. They have remained
united through kinship ties and socio-political organization since termination.  This
community, from contact to Crraton, through termination and present efforts as The
Federated Coast Miwok and Federnted Indians of Graton Rancheria, is recapuzed
socially and politically as an Indian group by outside Indian and non-Indian Eroups,
scholars, organizations, and federal, staie and local agencies/povernments. The Federated
Indians of Graton Rancheria have endured through time as a distinetive tribal group.
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