
United States Department of the Interior
OAACE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

AUG 28 2015
Ms. Lois M. Martin
4630 Ben Hur Road
Mariposa, California 95338

Dear Ms. Martin:

____ -..;..-~_O,;.....n~J~uly1, 2_Ql?, the assistanLSecrelf!!Y - Indian.Affairs.issued.afinal rule. that revised the - - - - --- ---
regulations for "Federal Acknowledgment of American Indian Tribes" (80 FR 37862-37895).
Enclosed is a copy of these regulations that became effective on July 31, 2015.

The 2015 regulations provide that by August 31,2015, the Office of Federal Acknowledgment
(OFA) will: '

notify each petitioner that has submitted a complete documented petition but has
not yet received a final agency decision that it must proceed under these revised
regulations unless it chooses by September 29,2015, to complete the petitioning
process under the previous version of the acknowledgment regulations as
published in 25 CFR part 83, revised as of April 1, 1994. (§ 83.7(b)).

Your group has submitted a complete documented petition and has not yet received a
final agency decision. Therefore, pursuant to § 83.7(b), you need to notify this office in
writing, signed by the named leader of the group or its governing body, whether you
choose to proceed under the 2015 regulations or the 1994 regulations. Enclosed is a
sample letter for your consideration. Your letter must be postmarked on or before
September 29,2015. If your letter is not postmarked on or before September 29,2015,
your petition will proceed under the enclosed regulations.

If you proceed under the 2015 regulations, you do not need to submit a new documented
petition, but you may supplement the original petition (§ 83.7(c)). OFA will begin
review of documented petitions in the order of their receipt (§ 83.23(a)). Accordingly,
OFA will proceed with review of petitions based on the receipt of a documented petition.
If a petitioner responds to this notice that it wishes to proceed under the 2015 regulations
and that it does not seek to supplement the original petition, or to continue under the 1994
regulations, we intend to maintain the current order of review of pending petitions to the
extent possible. If a petitioner responds that it wishes to proceed under the 2015
regulations and that it wishes to supplement its petition, the order of review will be based
on the date that OFA receives the supplemented petition.



The regulations require the petitioner to provide a redacted version of the petition
removing any privacy or other information protected under the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) (§ 83.21(b)). If you choose to supplement your original petition, please
redact or remove from your supplement any privacy information or other information
protected under the FOIA and provide us a copy of those pages without the redactions
(§ 83.21(b)). OFA will redact protected information in any prior submissions.

Privacy information is information that affects living individuals and includes names,
birth dates, family relationships, blood quantum, medical or personnel matters, home
addresses, or other personal information that is not generally known. In addition to
privacy information, information that is protected by FOIA that may be in your petition
includes certain financial information, such as bank accounts or privileged
communications with a lawyer. If you believe there is no protected information in your
submissioa-please-let-us-knew->- -- - -- --

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Office of Federal Acknowledgment,
Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs, Departmentofthe Interior, 1951 Constitution
Avenue, N.W., MS-34B-SIB, Washington, D.C. 20240, or call (202) 513-7650.

Sincerely,

~~~v
Director, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

Enclosures


