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UNITED STATES. . o
DEPARTMENT OF . THE INTERIOR _
OFFIGE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS - M('/'
FIELD SERVICE ‘
Sacramento Indian Agency
California

July 20,1937

- Tos. Commigsioner of Indien Affairs

Subject: - Indien Organization

Sir:
Answering Mr Daikér's letter of June 30th:

ls While originally I opposed the ides of forcing small
California rancherias to vote on the reorgenization act, having
persuaded them so to do I am unsble to see on what grounds we can
deny them the right to incorporate, if they so desire. Wilton
and Big Valley have applied for charters of incorporetion.

2. The Hopland constitution certainly should be raikmsmEs

/feleaSed at the earliest possible moment. :

3« The Pinoleville constitution should not be held indef-.
initely, but should be held until Mr Marmon cen straighten out
the question of membership, i.s., the inclusion or exclusion of
those Indiens who live on the privately. owned land adjacent.

All are away from the rancheria during the summer; ndthing cen
be done with them until they return from the harvest in Octobers

4. Tule River, Bidwell,_and Cgvélo éll can profit by
incorporation at an early date. .

5. Manchester is, as you say, completely erganized; but
utilization of credit hinges entirsly on the completion of
purchase of the Iverson ranch. This drags interminably.

Very truly you SW

'Roy ﬁésh,
. ' Superintendent
. ce=Mr Marmon S
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UNITED STATES:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE COCMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Asst, Commr. WZ ’
onE21-37 WASHINGTON

July 30, 1837.

MEMORANDUM to Mr. €ollier:

For & number of months action has been delayed on reguests
for charters by a number of the smaller California Rancherias.
It has always been my personal view that it would be a mistake
to charter the smallest of these groups. I have discussed this
question at some length with Mr. Daiker and others amnd have t
come to the conclusion that we could easily justify a decision ﬁm o\
to "incorporate no-group with fewer than 50 members{ In effect, f£€&%9:
this limitation would be the same as the Oklahoma provisien .
authorizing the formation of cooperatives with & minimum member-
ship of 10. I believe that the primary and perhaps the sole
Justification for incorporating these smaller groups is to en-
able them to receive leans, That being the case, their needs
could probably be supplied from the regular reimbursable funds.

The minimum requirement of 50 may be too low. I foresee
numerous administrative difficulties in dealing with these many
small groups once they are ineorporated. My personal preference
would be for a larger minimum, perhaps 100, but I suggest 50
because it can be easily justified by comparison with Oklahoma.

Assistant Commissioner.

file attached.
ah







- ARGHIVES

September 30, 1937
E I

Memorandum for Mr. Daiker:

1 have .reviewed this file and am in accord with the idea of
limiting the issuance of charters %o groups of less than 50. T
feel that 50 may be too small a group. In fact, I would recommend
100 as the minimum. ‘ ‘

As t0 chartering the Wilton group it should be avoided
if possible. "One drink leads to another." We must draw the line
Somewhere. Couldn't we avoid the necessity of chartering by
having a study of this group made to determine their objectives
and the Possibility of meeting them some other way? If that is
not possible then we will have, in my opinion, a defense for
chartering this particular small group.

V-

, H. M. Critchfisld
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