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- IN THE SENATE OF TIHE UNITED STATES,
’ v
L JANUARY 23, 18%8.—Ordered to be printed.

.

‘ .
Mr. PrATT, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, gubmitted the fol-
~lowing

REPORT:

. [T'o accompany bill &, 2.7

The Committce on Indian Aflairs, to which was referred the bill (8. 2) for
the relief of the Mission Indians in the State of California, having Con-
sidered the same, make the following report :

The history of the Mission Indians for a century may be written in
four words: econversion, civilization, neglect, outrage. The conversion
and civilization were the work of the mission fathers previous to our
acquisition of California; the neglect and outrage have been mainly

< onr own. dJustico and humanity alike demand the immediste action of
Government to preserve for their occupation the fragnients of land not
already taken from themn.  Accompanying this report is a leiter frgm
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, giving information of their present
condition; also, the report of Mrs. Hefen Jackson and Mr. Abbot Kin-
ney, giving the results of an investigation into the condition of  these
Indians and making recommendations of wmeasurds to be adopted for

- their protection and relief. ‘

- The bill referred to the committees is substantially the bill passed by .

the Scunate in the Forty-ninth Congress, and, with certain amendments,
indicated in the text, is recommoended for passage.

DEPARTMENT OF TIHE INTERIOR, -
OPPFICE OF INDIAN AFFATRE,
Washington, January 16, 1888,

Drar MR, SENATOR: Referring to your verbal inquiry relative to
the number and extent of the Mission Indian reservations in the State
of California, and the numbers of the different bands occupying the
same, cte., 1 have to state that there are 19 existing reservations set
apart for the use of the Mission Judians, the smallest of which con-
tains 30 acres and the largest 88,475 acres, the total arca being some
160,762 acres. ’

The area of each of these reserves is shown on the “diagram of the
Mission Indian reservations in California,” prepared in this office, and
is also given below.



2 MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

~ Tho Indians oceupying these reservations, according to theo last an-
nual report of this oflice, number 3,006, divided into four tribes or
bands as follows: :

SOTTAIION. canenneanansennens sasesasssssiosssanasarasmoncrisnsnsesnssss
DIEEUICHOS «vnnes anes sons semmss samass somsss Sosans sassay crsmns pussrzs e 855
ConTmim ...... et teeeeeecsssesasases ssmenesassasaatersane tecaue tansaasene 667
San Luis Rey or Sau LUiSenos coeeaieeemae sovstanraanrsmnecoranssansse samoees 1,003

eeee. d81

Ol e s e ces coenasesanensessssasssasssssemananvsssssnsmnessorsmsnsasnsss

‘ 3,006

They are divided among the several reservations (as near as can be
ascertained from the census reports) as follows:

Acres. No. Band.
Agua Calionte, or Warner's Ranch.ceieeiaas B N e dieses 179 | San Luis Rey.
Agun Calicnto coaees e F O cravasiesaas wenuess.| ©0,870.85 38 | Conhuila.
Cabezons o oa.e veevasereens femeesserimrenvren G0 03 | 186 Do.
Capitany Grande...venesses ‘ Dieguenos.
Coaluill cevscsenerensascsnns Coahuila.
Conmit.o.aess vetesaiants resassmes .
AR cemesnmieavsscensisanenan . s Diegitenos.
Jarongo, ot San Gorgonio...... .
Moesa Grando..ovs cavieasvnsese , Do,
A1sion . oeevan wiassmereasnan aees
Fala.icuas hernesaansensranens San Luls Rey.
POTETOTD fusaerscarsmnsemsuss svanasssas 4, 102 | Serranos.
Sandacinto . caeoena-s vearanmasneavene teessacnhavaascesnnannes . . Jo. :
Gon LUid REY ceveevarianiaanens IO enseene reewerseeneas] 072,81 45 | San Luis Rey.
Santa Yaubel.co.ooan Cinmeenmensasinn evsseesanseasemnene 14,705, 63 | 144 | Dieguocnos.
S CUAD e cesecoavnnionsesan bnssasnssvmasnasansossosnnmess veeeben 610. 00 51 0. .
TEETNOOMIA < e creemnsommnasenenmsosnasasinanvannssncbaresnss 1 3,000.00 | 157 | San Luls Rey.
PLOTINE cenonosmravasssasannes sonnnse P wee G390, 00 |...-n.
VAL e cvnnmen memnrnmmns s naenns USSP e 640,00 |.-....
B2 LN S FLTTTL R ELLLIL LR R preemies 642.40 |...... '

AVhere the tribe is left blank in the above table (six reservations) it
has been impossible, from the data at hand, to identify the band or tribo
oceupying the reservation. ’ , ’

The census reports for 1836 show the following villages of Indians
not included within reservations, so far as appears from the records:

. No. Tribe,
T8 JONB . aeemerrnnsmesnnessnamsaosanaasamaiossnesnsnnsntnsmmaenss: 136 | San Luis Rey.
Rincon...c... e esanesssecsessivassesnassernentaes menane .l 164 Do.
San Yeadro..cceeevararneiacncnnases hemndcats samene G0 Do.
Tt PROTEA cenceeacnaesoacnusomasmesascessanseens 87 Do.
PHRUMB wccueimmsasnssiamsonnasnsanvenss leanenn 75 Do.
FEIMONtO cvcveneinacacens s eeasenrssons 30 | Coabuila.
San JHequitd. ccivceeiemnneeennnniaees 21 {-Diegnenos.
San Felipe cooecevens Ceemesimonsenenanss 73 Do. '
La Poacha..aovicanens peesimmraane canman ...l 42} San Luis Rey.
MOSReennrancnnssvecsrasmanannss teananan eees] 23} Dieguonos, )
COrotl.cnernneannconas cnseos fmanemare 87 { San Lnid Rey.
Allmang...coevees rrevasansomrsnrean 18 Do,
La Puerta doIa Craz . coveenceaaenen 26 Do.
San Marguorita. ... rednvemctoneant cmenun Ceedawmvsnassmuermuns 10 Do.
San JoRO. . .ceiinianies O L LR LR R .1 27 | Dieguones.
San Pasqual Looeeaienines renemsesasacrancanen ... 48 Do.
MAtajuny . eoeecurnasnenens teeserarens naserasens 85 Do
Log COrnnjos. cvieacseanronsaoncuansnassnns vemeaae 80 Do,
Indians living at and near Pomong. ...cccvceneens 29 Do,
RAVCERIAG 2 cvnvenmcncnrreaniosasansesnansenssasosas 88 | Conhuila,
Snu Diego cevvennans eteresevemiaeseacsvsmamsatasmenannsens 00 | Dieguonos,
San Bornardino. ccceictieesevsasccsiomancessenaanns bamaren RSN 203 | Serranos.

Mrs. Jackson, in her report dated July 13, 1883 (S. Ex. Doe. No. 49, |

Forly-eichth Congress, first session), says :

These Indians are living for the most part in small and isolated villages; some on
resorvations set apart for them by Executive order, some on Government land, and
some upon lands included within the boundaries of confirmed Mexican grants.
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MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA, 3

While the reservations, as at present existing, contain an area of
some 160,000 acres, the agent reports that after a carcful examination
of the land lie does not think there is over 5,000 acres of tillable land.,

Much of the best land is included within the limits of private grants,
In one case (San Jacinto) suit in ejectment has been brought against
the Indians by the owner of the grant, who has obtained judgment in
his favorin the lower court, the case being now pending in the suprem

“court of California on appeal.

In one or more of the larger reservations the odd scetions, now in.
cluded in the reserves, will inure to railroad companics as granted
lands when the surveys are extended over the townships,

Much of the land is valueless withont irrigation, and the Indians are
being deprived of their water rights wherever and whenever the inter-
ests of the whites demand the appropriation of such rights,

In establishing the reservations, mistakes, either from design or igno-
rance, were. made, so that in many cases the Indian villages were left
outside and the mountaius included in the lands reserved.

Trespassers have lheld possession of some of the best portions of the
reservations. After years of cffort this office succeeded during last
year in sccuring the removal of most of these parties. ‘

Some of them have equitable claims, and suits have been brought by
them for the recovery of the lunds from which they were cjected.

For many years this oflice has urged upon Congress the necessity of
haviug the rights of Indians and settlers determined by a commission
of competent and disinterested persons, who could go upon the ground
and carefully investigate the whole matter, the Indians to be given valid
titles to snch lands as of right belonged to them, or upon which they
might be located by the commission, and all partices to be compensated
for improvements taken from them.

Until this is done permanent provision can not be made for these In-
dians, nor can the disputes continually arising between the Government
and intruders be finally and equitably settled. ]

Very truly, yours, J. D, C. ATKINS,
_ Commissioner,
Hon. O. I PrarT,
United States Senate.

Report on the condition and needs of the Mission Indians,

Cororapno Serings, Covo., July 13, 1883

Sir: In compliance with our instructions bLearing ‘dates Nuvembor 98, 1842, and
January 12, 1883, wo have tho honor to submit to you the following report on the
subject of the Mission Indians in southern California.

The term © Mission Indians” dates back over one hundred years, to the timo of the
Franciscan missions in California. Jt then included all Indisug who lived in the
mission establishments, or were under the caro of iboe Franciscan fathers. Very
natnrally the term has continuaed to be applied to the descendants of those Indians.
In tho classification of the Indian Burean, howevor, it is now used in a somewhat re-
stricted sonse, embracing only those Indians living in the three sonthernmost conn-
ties of California, and known as Serranos, Cahuillas, San Lunisenos, and Dieguinos
tho last two names haviog ovidently come from the names of the southernmost two
missions, San Luis Roy and San Diego. A census taken in 1880 of theso bands gives
their nmnber as follows:

SerTan08 .t v vt ieee e e e e e amam—. s U £ |
L L E Y} Y 675
SAU LNIBOUOS 1netnn et vaeiat et e e eeen aemn cmmn eemeaannsane ameseners 1,120
DT 7 7|
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4 ‘ MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA, -

. X

This estimato probahly falls considerably short of the real numbers, as there are no
donbt in hiding, go to speak, in remote and inaccessible spoty, many individuals,
families, or even villages, that have never been connted. Theso Indiausg are lving
for the most part in small and isolated villages, somo on reservations sob apart for
them by Bxccntive order, komo on Goveinment Taid not reserved, and sowo upon
Tands incéluded within the hoandaries of confirmed Mexican grants.,

Considerablo numbers of these ndians aro also to bo found on tho outskirts of
white settlements, as ok Riverside, San Bernardine, or in the colonies in tho San

* @abriel Valley, whevo they live like gypsies in brush huts, hero today, gone to-mor-

row, cking ont o miserable existence by days’ works, tho wages of which ave foo
often spent for whisky in tho village saloons,  Travelers in southern Calitornia, who
have formed their impressions of the Mission Indinns from these wrotehed waysido
ercatures, would ho greatly sarprised at the sight ol sewme of the Indian villages in
the wonntain valleys, where, freer from the contawnmating inftnenco of the white
race, are industrioas, peaceable communities, cultivating ground, keeping stock, car-
rying en theic own simple wanafactures of potlery, maty, baskets, ofe,, and making
theiv living—a very poor living, it is true, bub they are independent and self-respect-

ing in ity and ask nothing at the havds of tho United States Government now, exeept )

Cthat it will protect them in the ownership of their Jands—Iawds which, in many io-

stances, have been in continnous occupation and cultivation by their ancestors for
over one hundred years, . )

Prom tract after traet of snell lands they have been driven ouf, year'by year, by
the white settlers of (he conntry, until they ean vetreat no farthery some of thoeir
villages heing literally in tholast {illablospot on the desert’s edgo ot in mountain fasts
nesses, Yot there aro in southern California to-day many fertilo valleys, which only

thirty years ago wero liko garden spots with these samo Indians’ wheat ficlds, orchans, .

and vineyards. Now thero is left in theso valleys no {raco of tho Indinns’ vecupation,
éxcept tho ruins of their adebo houses{ in sowe instanees {heso houses, st standing,
ave occapiod by thoe robber whites who drove them out. Pho responsibitity for thiy
wrong rests perbaps cqually divided between tho United States Goternment, whicl
permitied lands thus oveupted by peaceful agricalinral communities to boput Yin
marke!,” and tho whito wmen, who wero not res{rained, either by humanity or hy
senso of jusiie, trom “filing” homestead elaims on Iands which had heen fenced, irv-
rigated, tilled, and Jived on by fndians for many generations,  Thoe Govervment can
not justify (his negleet on tho plea of ignorance. Repeatedly, in tho course of the
last thivty years, both the regular agentsin charge of tho Mission Indians and speciad
agents sent out to investigate their condition have mado to thoe Indian Burean full
reports setting forth these facts. :

In 1873 ono of thesospeeial agents, giving an account of the San Pasquale Indians,
montioned (he faet that wwhite man had just pre-cinpted the land on which the greater
part of the village was situated,  1le had paid the price of tho land to the register of
tho district land offico, and was daily oxpecting his patent from Washington. “Tlo
owned,” the agent says, *“ that it was hard to wrest from these well-disposed and indus-
trions ereatures the homes they had boilt up; bug,” said he, “if 1 had not dono it
somehody elso wonld, for all agree that tho Indian hag novight to public lands.”  This
San Pasquale villago wag a regularly organized Indian pueblo, formed by abount ono
Tundred neophytes of the San Luis Rey Mission, nuder and in nccordanco with thoe
provisions of the seeulavization act in 1834, The record of its founding is preserved
i the Mexiean arehives as San Francisco.  These Indians had herds of catile, horses,
and sheep.  They rajsed graius, and had orchards and vineyards. The wholo valley
in whieh this village lay was at ono time set off by Exccutive ordor as a resorvadion,
but by the effortsof designing men tho order swasd specdily reveled, and no soonoer
had this been done than the process of dispossessing tho Indians bogan, There is
now, on the site of that old Indian pueblo, a white seftloment numbering 35 voters,
Tho Indians are all gone; somo to other villages, some living near by in cafions and
noolks iy the hilla, from which, on the occasional visits of tho priest, they gather and
Lold sorvices in the half-ruined adobe ehapel built by them in tho days of their pros-
perity.

This story of the San Pasquale Indiavs ig ouly a fair showing of tho oxpericnees

f the Mission Indiaus during the past fifty years, Almost without exception they
havo been submissive and peaceablo throngh it all, and have retreated again and
again to new refoges.  In a few instances thero have been slight insnwections among
them, and threatenings of retaliation, but in the main their history has been one of
almost ineredible Tong-suffering and patience uuder wrongs,

In 1351 one of thoe San Luiseno bands, the Aqua Caliento Indians, in the north path
of Sin Diego Connty, made an attack on the honso of a white sottler, an(l there was
for a timo groat tear of a general uprtsing of all the Indians in the country. It is
probablo that this was instigated by the Mexicans, und that thero was a concerbod

slan for driving tho Awericaus out of thé conntry. Tho outbreak was casily quelled,
lowever, four of the chiefs weroe tried by court-martial, and shot by order of General
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MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA. 5

Heintzelman, and in Jannarvy of the following year a treaty was made with the S8an
Luiseno and Diggnino Indiang, selting oft for themn large tracts of lund,  This treaty
was niade by a United States commigsioner, Dr. Wozeneraft, and Licutenant Hamil-
ton, represepting the Avmy, and Col. J. J. Warner, tho scttler whose honse had been
attacked. The greater part of the lands which were by this treaty assigned to the
Indians are noiw within the bonndaries ol grants confirmed and patented since that
timo; but there aro many Indian villages still remnining on them, and all Indiang
living on such lands aro supposed to be thero solely on the tolerance and atilhe merey
of the owners of said ranches, and to bé liable to ¢jectment by law., Whether this
Do so or not is a point which it would seem to be wiso Lo test before the eourts, It is
certain that in the caso of all these Mission Indiang tho vighty involved are quite dif-

“ferent from and suporior toshe wmere ““occupaney” right of tho will and uneivilized

Indian,

At ihie time of tho surremder of California to thoe United States these Mission Indians
had beon for ovor seventy years tho subjects, fivst of the Spanish Government, sccondly
of the Mexican, They came under the jurisdiction of tho United States by treaty
provisions, 1he treaty of Gnadalupe Iidadgo, between the United Stated and Mexico,
in'1848, At this timo they were so far civilized {hat they had beeome thoe ehief de-
pendenco of tho Mexican and white settlers for all service indoors and out. In the
adniirable report upon these Indians mado to tho Interior Department in 1853 by the
Hon. B, D, Wilson,_of Log Angeles, ave tho following stateinents 1

“These siano Inuns had buils all the houses in {he conutry, planfed all thoe fieldy
and vineyards,  Under the Missions {here wers masons, earpenferd, plasterers, soap-
makers; tanvers, shoemakers, blacksmitls, miglers, hakers, cooks, brick-makers, eartors
and cart-makers, weavers and spinners, saddlers, shepherds, agricaltnrists, horticalt-

“arists, vineros, vaquerog-—in o word, they filled ajd thelaborious oceupations known to

civilized society.” '

Tho jntentions of the Mexicau Government towards these Tndians were wise and
hamane, At this distance of time, and in faco of the melanelioly fets of tho Indiang’
subscquent hisi;m'y,“it; iy painful Lo o over tho delails of (ho plans devised ono short
halfeentnry ago for their beaefit, In 18230, there were in tho Lwenty-one missions in
California some 20,000 ov 30,000 Indians living comfortable snd industrions Hves ander
the control of the Franeiscan {athers,  The Spanish colonizilion plua had, from ke
outsed, conlemplated the turning of thesomission establislnnenty into puecblos as roon
a8 thoe Indians sboudd have bucomoe sulliciently ¢ivilized to make this feasible. Tho
Mexican Government, carrying out tho same generad plan, isaned in 1833 an act,
called the seenlavization ael, decrecing that this change should be niade, Thisact pro-
vided that the Indians should have assigned to them eattle, hioeses, and sheep {rom
tho mission herds; also lands. for cullivation.  Oovo article of Governor Figueroa's
regulations for the carrying out of the séeularization act provided that thero should
be given to every head of o family, and fo all above twenty-ono years of age, though
they hiad no family, a Tot of Tand not exceeding 400 varas square, nor less than 100,
Thero way also to be given Lo them, in connnon, enough land for pastining nnd water-
ing their entile.  Another article provided that one-half the eattle of cach mission
school should bo divided mmong the Indians of that missien jn a proporiionable and
equitable mannet; also one-hall of the chattels, instruments, seedsg ele. Restrictions
were to e placed on the digposition of this property. Tho Ioadians were forbidden
“to sell, hurdeu, or alicnato under any prefext the lands given them, Neither can
they sell theentt1o.”  The commissioners clinrged with the carrying out of theso pro-
visions were ovdered to “explain all the arrangements to the Indiang with suavity
and pationee; ¥ to tell them that the Tands and property will be divided among them
so thab cach one may ““work, maintain, and govern hitngelf withont dependence on
any one.” It was also provided that the ranclhierias (villages) situated at a distance
from the missions, and containing over twenty-five ftmitics, micht, ift they chose,
form separate pubblos, and the distribwiion of lands and property to them should
tako placo in the sunoe mauner provided for those Hving near the missions,

These provisions wero in no caso failblully carried out.  The administration of the
Missiony’ vast catates andd property was tQo great a temptation for hunan natnen,
especially in o time ol revolution and miiégo. The history of the thicteen years he-
tween the passing ol 1hoe secnlarization as®hind the conuest of California is o record
of shameful frand and pillage, of which the Indiang were tho most hapless viethns,
Instead of being permitted each one to work, maintain, and govern himself’ withont
dependence on any one, as they had heen promised, theiy vights to their platsof Tand
were in the majorify of cases ignored; they were foreed to labor on the mission Innds
liko slaves; in many ingtances they were hired ont in gangs to cruel masters.  From
these cruelties and oppressions they fled by lundreds, returning to their old wilder-
ness homes, Those who remained in thoe neighborhood of the pueblos heeame constantly
more and more demoralized, and were subjected to every form of outrage. By n de-
cree of the Los Augeles aquemiento, abont the ¢time of our taking possession of Cali-
fornia, ull Indians found without passos, either’ from the alealde of the pueblos in

: 8




6 MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

which they lived or from their ¢ masters [significant pln‘usa_], were to bo treated as -

horse-thicves and enemies” At this timo thero were, according to Mr, Wilson’s re-
port, whole streets in Los Angeles whore every other houso was a grog-shop for Ine
dinns; and overy Saturday night tho {own was (illed with Indians in evory stage of
intoxieation. Those who were helpless aund insensiblo wero earried to thoe jail, locked
up, and ou Monday morning bound out to the highest bidders af tho jail gates. “The
Indian has a quick sonso of justico,” says Mr. Wilson; “lio can novor seo why ho is
sold out to service for an indetinite veriod for intemporanco, while the white man
goes unpunished for the same thing, and tho very richest and best men, to bis oy o,
are such as tempt him to drink, aud sometimes will pay him for his labor in no otdior
way.” Even the sober and industrious and best skilled among them could earn bhut
little, it having become a custdm to pay an Indian only half thoe wages of o white
mun,

From this brief and necessarily fragmentary sketch of tho position and stateof the

Mission Indians under {ho Mexican Govermment at the timoe of tho surrender of Cali-

fornia totho United States, it will bo seen that our Government roceived by the treaty
of Gnadalupe Hidalgo alegacy of asingularly helpless race in asingularly anomalons
pesition, It wonld have been vory diflicult, even at tho outsot, to doviso practicable
methods of dealing justly with (heso peopfe, and preserving to them tleir rights,
But with every yearof onr negleet the difficultics have increased and the wrongs have
boen multiplicd, until now it is, humanly speaking, impossiblo to render to them full
-measure of justice.  All that is Ieft in oar power is to malko them some atoncment,.
JLortunately for them, their numbers have greatly diminished. Suflering, hungor,
discase, and vieo lavo ent down more than half of their numbers in the Tast thirty
years; but tho remnant is worthsaving,  Setting asido all question of theiv claim ag
a matter of atonement for injustico done, they are deserving of help on their own
mierits,  No ono can visit there sottlements, sueh as Agna Caliente, Saboha, Cahnilla,
Valley, 8anta Ysabel, without having a sontiment of respect and profound sympathy
for men who, friendless, poor, without protoetion from the Jaw, have still coutinuod
to work, plaiting, fencing, irrigating, {milding houses on Iands from which long ex-
;)criouce has tanght them that the whito man can drivo them off any day he ¢hoosos.
That drunkenness, gambling, and other immoralities aresadly prevalent among them,
can not b dediod; but the only wonder is thaf so many remain honest aud virtuous
under conditions which mako practically nnll abd void for them mest of the motives
which keep white men honest wnd virtuous,

Having thus given as brief a presontation as pussible of the general situation and
naturo of these Indians, we will proceed to stato what, to the best of onr judgment,
are the steps which ought to be taken by the United States Government in thoir be-
half.  The deseriptions of the most important villagps wo visited, and the detailed
accommtsof circumstances and situations on which our suggestions are based, are given
for convenience of roferenco in separate exhibits,

{1Y The hrst and most essentinl step, without which there is no possibility of pro-
tecting these Indians or doing anything intelligently for them, is the determining,
resurveying, rounding out, and distinctly marking their reservations alveady oxist-
ing. The only way of having this doue accurately and houestly is to havo it done
by a surveyor who is under the ovders and constant supervision of an intolligent and

Lionest commissioner; not by an independent surveyor who runs or “floats” reserva- ,

tiou lines whero ho and his friends or interested parties choose, instead of whore the
purpose of the United States Government, looking to the Indiany’ interests, had in-
tended.  Thero have been too many surveys of Indian reservations in sonthern Cali-
fornin of this sort.  (Seo Exhibits C, 1L, I, J, L.) Al the reservations mado in 1876,
and that comprises nearly all now existing, were Jaid off by guess, by the surveyorin
San Diego, on an imporfeet county map.  Theso sections, thns guessed at by tho sur-
voeyor, were reported by the Cominissioner to tho Interior Department, set aside by
Executive order, and ordered to bo surveyed. When the actual survey camo to be
mado it was discoverad that m the majority of cases the Indian villages intonded to
be provided for were outside tho reservation lines, and that tho greater part of the
lands sot apaxrt were wholly worthless. The plats of these reservations are in tho sur-
veyor-genoral’s oflice at San Irancisco,  On each of them was marked by tho surveyor
an additional Hooin color, shotving what tracts ouglit to bo added to takoe in the In-
dian villagéy and ficlds.  So far as we could learn no action was takon in regard to
those proposed additions, ' ,

Tho reservation lines, when thus defined, shounld be marked plainly and conspicu-
ously by monuments and stakoes, loaving no réom for doubt. A plat of each reserva-
tion should thon be given to the Indians living o it. It was pathetic, in our visits
to villago after village, to hear the Indians’ request reiterated for this thing—‘a pa-
per to show to the white men whore their lands wore.” Iivery fragment of writing
they had ever received, which could by any possibility bear on their title to their
lands, they had carefully presorved ; old tattered orders from Ariny officers thirty yoars
back, orders from justices of the peace, ete., all worthless of course, but brought for-
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ward with touching carnestness to show ns,  In no single instance hiad the reservation
lines ever heen pointed out to them.  Ono band, the Sequan Iudians, who had never
seen any agont, said they had been told that they were on a yeservafion, nt they
did not know il it were true or not.  They had heen obliged to give up keeping atock,
Decause they conlit ot find any place where 1he whites would Iet them pasture cattle.
(8co Exhibit J.) ) ) ’ .

Thoro are somo settlaments of Indians on Government lands nof st off ag reserva-
tions, in some instances not snrveyed, Theso tracts shondd all be wurveyed, their
boundaries marked, and tho lands withdrawn from market to he perinanently seb
asido for the Indinug’ tse. Wo use tho term “rounding ont” in regard to these res-
ervations chiefly on account of tho complication which resulls from their being in
gomo cases within the limit of railroad grantsy, and madoe snbsequent to those grants,
Some are actually within tlio Hmits of the Southern Pacific Railvond grant ; others
will o within the limits of the Texas Pacific grant shonld that ho confirmed.  Tho
odd scetions thus belonging to the railroads should bo secured o the Indians.  Thero
aro also o fow elaims to Jands within reservation honndarics, whiclh aro Iegal on ac-
count of their having been made hefore the reservations were set off.  Theso should
Do oxtinguished. (Seolixhibit O.)

(2) All whito settlers now on reservations ghonld be romoved,  For tho last four
vearsstray scttlershnve been going inupon reservation tracts,  This ig owing to tho
Inck of boundary definitions and marks as aforesaid, also to the failire of the surveys
to loeato the reservations so as to tuke in all the gronund actnally oceupicd by Indian
villages. Thus, in many iustances, the Indiang’ ficlds and setilements have heen
wrested from them, and they intheiv turn have not known where 2.11«;}7’ could or counld
not go. Therois not a singlereservation of any size whicliisfreo from white settlers,
1t would scem that agents inchargeof theso Indians shouldhave been authoritatively
instrocted in no case to allow aquatters to settlo on lands known to be within reser-
vation lines, whether 1hey were ocenpicd by Indiang or not.  (See Bxhibits I, I, O.)

Tho amonnt of land set off fu Tndianreservations 1n southern Californiaappears by
‘the record to bo very large, hut the proportion of it which is really available igvery
small.  San Dicgo County itself is fonr-lifths desert and monntain, and it is no exag-
geration to say that tho proportion ot desert, snd mountain in tho reservalion is even
larger than this, By thusresurveying, rounding out, and freeing from white sotflery
the present reservations, adiding to them all Governmnent Jands now setually in ocen-
pation by Indians, thero will be, according to the hest of onr judzment, nearly land
enongh for the accommodation of all the Mission Indians excopt those whose settie-
menis are on grants,

(3) Inregard tothislattor class, i. ¢., those whaoso villages are now within the bound-
aries of confivmed grauts, the Government has to choose hetween two conrses of ac-
tion: cither to remove them and wake other provision for them, or Lo uphold and deo-
fond their right to remain whero they are.  In support of the latter conrse wo believe
astrong caso could be made out, and wo have secured from one of the ablest irms in
southern California a written legal opinion on this point.  (Sce ExhibitA)  Itsceins
clear that thiy contest should bo imade by the Government itself,  I6is impossible for
theso poverty-stricken and ignorant people to undertake on their own account and at
their own expenso the legal settlement of this matter. It would be foolish to advise
it, inhwman to expect it. A test case could be made which would scettlo the question
for all.  (See Exhibit B.) Iu case tho decision bo favorable to the Indians remain--
ing, the rauch owners should then bo ealled on to mark off” the houndaries of the In-
dians lands aecording to the California State law covering such eases,  (See Exhibit
R.) Whether the lauds thus reverting to the Tudiaus could properly be considered as -
Government lands or not wounld be o question to be determined.  Probably tho surest
way of securing thom for the Indiuny permancnt uso would be to consider them as
such and havo them defined as rescrvations by act of Congress.

(4) And this brings us to our fourth vecommendation, whicl is, that all these In-
diavy’ resorvations, those already sct oft by Exceutive order, and all new ones mado
for them, whether of Governntent lands now in their oceupation or of lands which
may be hercafter by legal process reclaimed for them from the grant Tands on which
they are now living, be patented to the several bands oceupying thent; the United
States to hold the patent in trust for the period of twenty-five years; at the expira~
tion of that time the United States to couvey the samo by patent to sald Indians, as
hag been done for the Omaha Indians. The insecurity of reservations imade mercly
by Executivo order is apparent, and is already sadly illustrated in southern Califor-
nia by the history of the San Pasquale Reservation, that of Agua Caliente, and others,
Tho insecurity of resorvations set apart by Congress is scarcely a degree less, The
mowent it becomes the interest apd purposo of whito men in any scction of tho coun-
try to have such resorvation tracts restored to the public domain, the question of ite
being done is only a question of influence and time. 1t is sure to bedone, The fu-
turo of theso industrious, peaceable, agricultural communities ought not to he left a
singlo day longer than is neeéssary dependent on such cbances; chances which are
A\
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always against and never for Indians’ interests in the watter ot holding lands. The
best way and {imoof allotting these Indiang Linds fo them in soveralty must bo left to
the decision of the Government, a provision being incorporated in their patent to pPro-
vide for such atlotments from time (o time as may seem desirable, and agents and com-
nmissioners being instrueted to keep the abvantages of this system constantly befora
the Indiang’ minds, Sowme of them aro fit for it now and earnestly desiro it, bub the
majority are not ready for it,  The communal system, on which those now living in
villages use their lands, satisfies them, and is apparently administered without Qiflfi-
culty. It is precisely the samo system as that on which the punoblo lands were culti-
vated by tha early Spanish seitlers in southern California, They agres among thoni-
selves 1o vespeet each other's vight of oceupaney ;oo mwan’s right to o fiold this year
depending on his having eultivited it last year, and so on, It seoms not to oceut to
theso Indians that Jand s a thing to ho quarreled over, ‘

In the village of Agun Caliente, one of the mosh intelligenst of tho young men was
80 anxions to show us his fields, that wo went with Lim a littlo distanco outsido the
villago limits {o seo them. e had somo eight acres in grain, vine, and froit troes.
Pointing fivst in_oue divection, thon in another, ho indicited tho places whero his
ground joined other men's ground, * Thero was no lho of demarkation whatevor, ox-
cept it ehianeed to bo adifferenco of erops,  We said to him, ““Alessandro, Liow do you
kuow which is your land and which is theirs3”? Mo scemed perplexed, and replied,
““This was my mothet's land.  Wo havo alwayshad i6.”  “Bur,” wo persigted, * sup-
pose one of theso other men shonld want moro land and should taleo a pioco of yours$?”
S11e conldn'ty” was all {he reply wo could get from Alessandro, and it was plain that
ho was preatly puzeled by the suggestion of the pessibility of neighbors trespassing
an each other’s enltivated fields, .

(H) Worecommend the establishment of more schools, At least 1o moro are immeo-
diately needed, ono at the Rincon,and ono ab Sanfa Ysabel.  (8eo Exhibits G, 1.) As
thoreservations are gradually cleared, defined, and assured for the Indias oceupaney,
hundreds of Indians who aro now mving from placo to place, without fixed hoinoes,
will endoubtedly settlo down in the villages, il more sthools will bo necded. It is

to Lo hoped, also, that some of the smaller bands will unite with the larger ones for
tho sake of thoadvantages of {he school, and other advantages of a larger commu-

nity, Thoe iselafed situation of many of tho smalicy sottlements is now an insupera-
bl ditlienlty in the way of providing edueation for all the ehildren. Theso Indidus
are all keealy alive to the valuo of edueation. In avery villago that wo visited wo

~were urged to ask the Governmont to givo them asehool, Inono they insistod upon

ranging thoe children all in rows, that we might seo for ourselves tht thore woere
children enongh to justify the establishing of n school,

Inthis conneetion we would sugeost that if o boarding and industrial school, simi-
ar tothose at Hampton and Carlisle, conld Lo established in southern Californin, it
would bo of tnesthmable value, and would provide opportunitics for many childron

whe, owing to theiselation oftheir homes, could not bo reachod in any other way,

Wo wonld further sugeest that, in oy Judgment, only women teachers should bo
cuiployed in theso isolated Indian villages. There is n grogt Iaxity of morsls among
theso Yadians, amd in the wild regions where there villages Ho, the unwritten law of
nnblic santunent, which in more eivilined commnuities does so mnel to keop mon
virtaons, havdly exists.  Therelore tho post ot teacher in theso schools is one full of
temptatationnand dangers Lo nanan, (Seo Exhibig M.)  Morcover, womea have more
courage and sell~denying missionavy spirit, sullicient to nndertake sueh a'lifo, and

Chave aninvaluabio influeneo ontside theirscliool-rooms.  They wo familiarly into the
‘ . Yy \

hemes, and avo really edneating tho parents as well as 1ho ehililron in & wuy which
s not within the powerof auy man, howoever carnest and devoted ho imay bo.
Wawouldalso snggest that great goodmight bo accomplished among these Indians
by somo form of itinerary religions and educational dalor among thew. In tho liss
ol assignments of Indinn agencies to difforent religions denominations, as givenin tho
repart of the Tndian Bureauw for 1832, the Mission Ageney is assigned to tho Iivangeli-
cal Lathoran ;s but wo conld not learn that this doromination had dono any work
among thont  So far as tho Mission Indians have any roligion at all they are Catho-
lies,  Inaany of tho villages nve adobe, chapels, built in the time of the missions,
whore arastill preserved many relies of the mission duys, snch as sninis’ images, holy-
waterketitles, cte. In theso chapels, on the oceasions of thoe priests’ visity, the In-
dians gather in great numbers, women sometines walking two days’ Journey, bring-
ing their habies on their backs to have them baptized, There are slio in several of
tho villages old Indisus, formerly trained at the missions, who officiate with Catholio
rites at funerals, amd on Sundays repoat pavtof the mass.  As these Indiang aro now
situated in isolated settlomonts so far apath, and so vemoto {rom eivilizoed centors, the
only practicablo methed of reaching them all wounld ba by somo form of itinerary la-
bor. A fervent, religions, and practical toacher who should spoud Lis timo in going
from villago to village, remaining in each a fow days og weeks; as the case might bo,
would sow seeds which would not coase to grow during thoe intervals ¢f his absonco,
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If ho wero o man of sound common sense and knowledge of Taws of 1ife, fitted toin-
struet tho Indiang in matiers of hygicne, cleanliness, ventilation, ete., and inafow of
tho simplo mechaunical arty, as well as in the doctrines of veligion and morality, ho
would do more for the real goad of theso peaple at present than can ho accomplished
by schools; )

(6) The snggestion of the valne of itinerary labor among the Tudians leads to onr next
recomnnendation, which we consider of rreal importance, viz, that it should boe made
tho duty of any Governntent agent in chargo of the Mission Indiavg to ko a round
of inspection at least twicea year, visit ingeachvillnge orsettlement, Loweversmall, In
no other way can any thing like @ proper supervision of these Indinny iuterests be
attained.  This proof of iho Government’s intention to keep a sharp eye on all that
might oceur in relation to the Indians wontld have n salutary moral eficet not only
on the Indians, but on the white set tlers in their neighborhood, 1t would also afford
the means of dedling wi i comparative promplitude with the diffienliies and troubles
continually arising,  As ibis now, if iy not to ho wondered at {hat thie Indians feel
shemselves nnprofected and negleeted, ad the white settlers feel themselves safo in
trespassing on Indians’ property or persons, In somo of the villages whero pre-
emption elaig hinvo heen loeated with 1he last four years, no agent hias ever heen.
1t is safe to say that had an agent been on the ground cach year, with the proper
authority fo take efficient measures, mueh of the present soflering and confmsion
would liave been prevented,  In thoe ease, for instance, of the Los Covotes village,
filedd on a fow months ago (see Iixhibit 17, thero was no yeason why thoso lands
ghonld not have been set apart for the Indinns long ago, Tl their sit nation heen un-
derstond 5 so in the San Ysidro case, and others. The whole &ituntion of nn agent in
regari to {he Mission Tudiang is fotally different from that of ordinnry agenecy on &
reservation.  The duties of an Indian agent on a reservation may he onerous, but they
are in a senso simple.  ITis Indians arve all together, witliiu comparatively namow
limits, and, so to speak, under his hand, and dependent largely pn the Government.
The Mission Iudiang, ou the contrary, aro reabtored in isolated seftlenionts, thirty,
forty, a hundred miles away from the ageney headquarters, many of them in regions
ditlicult of necess.  Morebver, the Indinns are in the main sel{supporting and indo-
pendent.. Protection or oversight worlll anything to them cafl ouly he given by &
gystematic mothod of frequent visitation,

What is troe in this respeet of the agent's work is, if. possible, atill 4ruer of the
physicinn’s,  IT there is to he anagency physician for the Mission Indians at all, he
shonld be o young, strong, energetic man, who i3 both able and willing 1o nake a
Jeast four civenits n year throngh the villages, and who will hold himself bound to
oo when ealled in alleases ol epidemics, serious itiness, or accidents ocenrring among
Tudians within one day’s journey of the agency h sadguatters. Whateber salary ib is
pocessary to pay to scenvo such service as this shounld he paid, or else the oflice of
acency physician "to the Mission Indinns should be abolished.  Anything less than
this is a faree and a frand.

(7) Wao recommend that there bo seenred the appointment of a lawyeror a Taw firm
in Los Angeles, to act as speeial United States attorney i1t alleases affeeting the in-
terests ot these Indians.  They have been so long withoub any protection drom the
Jaw that ontrages and depredations upon them have becomno the practice in all white
comunmitios near which they Jive. Indians' stock is séized, corraled, and beld for
fincs, somelimes shot, oven an the Indian’s own reservation, or inthe public domain,
Th scasons of dearth roving stockmen and shepherds drive their herds and flocks into
Indiany’ erain ficlds, destroying their subsistenco for a whole year. Lands occupied
Dy Indians or by Indinn villages are filed on for homestead entry precisely as if they
were vaeant lauds,  This has been more than onee done without the Indiang TeCeiV-
ing any warning until tho sherift avrived with the writ for their ejecthicent. The In-
diang own lves avo in continual danger, it being a safo thing to xhoot an Indian at
any time when only Indian witnessos are present. (See Exhubits €, 15.) It is plain
that all such cases as these shoald ho promptly dealt with by equal nowns. One of
the greatest difiienliies in the po ition of tho Mission Indians’ agent is, that in all
gueh cases he is powerless to act exeept throngh the, at hest, slow and hitherto nn-
satislactory channel of reporting to the Interior’ Department, 1o is in the embar-
rissing position of o guardian ol wards with property and property rights, {or the de-
fense ol which ho ds unablo to callin prompt legal assistanee,  Ininstances in which
the Tndians themselves have endeavored to get redress through the eourts, they hive
in the majority of eases, to tho shame of the Sonthern Calitornin har be i spoken,
been caregionsly cheated.  They ave s helpless as chitdren inthe handsof dishonest,
unscrupulous iven.  We beliovo that the meroe fnet of there being sneh a United
States Jegal anthority near at hand to act for the Indians, wonld in s short time, affer
n fow cffective illnstrations of its power, do away with tho greafer portion of the
troubles demandirg legal interference,

The question of tho rights of Indiang living on grant Iands to remain there, will, if
{ho Departinent decides to test it by latw, involve somwe litigation, as it will so doubt

. &
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bo contested by the ranch owners; but this point once sottled nud the Indians secured
in the ownership of their lands, a very fow years will see tho oud of any special need
of litigation in iheir behalf. Wo recommend in this connection and for this eftice tho
firm of Brunson & Wells, of Los Angeles. We havo obtained from this firm a clear

‘and admirable epinion on theso Indinns’ right to thoeir presont homes (soe Exhibit A),

and we know them to Le of high standing at the bar and to have a humane sympathy
for Indinns. ‘ .

(8) Wo recomniend that there should be a judicious distribtition of ngricultural im-
plements among theso Indians.  No village should Lo omifted. Wagons, harness,
plows, spades, and hoes are greatly needed,” It is surprising to see what somo of those
villages have necowmplished with next to no implements.  Inthe Santa Ysabel village
the Indians had threo hundred acres in wheat; thero were but threo old broken plows
in the vilage, no harness, and vo wagon.,  (Sco Exhibit G.) There is at prosontanuely,
and nof unfounded, rore feeling in somo of tho villages which have thus far received
no help of this kind, while othors of the villages hiave boen suppliod with all that was
needed, :

(%) Thero shonld always bo provided for the Mission Indians’ agoncy a small fund
for the purchaso of food and elothing for tho very old and sick in times of éspecial
destitution. The Mission Indinns asa class do not bog.  They are prond spirited, and
chooso to carn their living,  They will endure a great doal before they 'will ask for
help.  Butin seasons of dronght or when their tittle erops have, for any ennse, failed,
there is sometimoes great distress in tho villages.  Last wintor the Cahuillas, in the

Sahuilla Valley (sea Bxhibié ©), were for many woeoks without sufliciont food. The
teacher of their schools ropeatedly beggod them to Jet her write to tho agent for holp,
but they rafused. At last eno night the captain and two of tho head-men camo to her
room and said she might write. They could no longer subdno tho hunger.  Sho wrote
tho letters tho noxt morning at daylight the Indians were at her door again.  They
had reconsidered it, they said, and thoy would net beg. They wonld rather starve,

" and they wauld not pérmit her to send the letter.

(1) The second and third special points on which wo were instrueted to roport to
the Departinent wore, whoether there still remaing in Southern California any Govern-
ment Jand suitablo for an Indian reservasion, and if not, in easo Iandsmust be bought
for that purpese, what Tands can bo most advantageously purchased.  Thero is no
Government land remaining in Southern California in Llocks of any sizo suitable for
either whito or Indizn oceupaney.  The reason that thoe isolated Jittle settlemonts of
Indinus are Leing now so infringed upon and seized, oven at tho desert’s edgo and in
stony fastnesses of mountaing, 18 that all the geod Jands, 1. e, lands with water or
upon which water cant be developed, aro taken up,

We recommeinl fwo purchases of land :oue positively, tho other contingently, Tho
first is the Panma rancl, now owned by Bishoyp: Mora, of Los Angeles, (Sco Lixhibit I)
This ranch, lying as it does between tho Rincon and Pala Reservafions on the novth
and south, aud adjoining tho La Jolla Reservation, affords an adwirable oppor-
tunity to consolidate o largo block of land for Tndian cccupancy. It is now, in our
opinion, a desirable traet.  While it is largely hilly and mountainous, thero is con-
siderable good sheep and cattle pasturing on it, and a fair amount of bottom Jand for
cultivation along the viver. Tho prico asked for it is, as lands are now sclling in
Sonthern California, Iow, Iftho already existing reservations ave cleaved of whites,
unified; and made ready for Indian occupaney, and the Government lands now in
actunl oceupation by Indians be assnrved to them, the addition of this 'anma ranch
will bey in our opinion, all that will be required to make comfortablo provision for all
the Indians exeopt those living within the boundarics of confirned grants.

Shonld the Department decide to remove all these and provide thom witl new
bhowes, we recommend the purcliase of the Santa Ysabel ranch. - (See Lxhibit Q.)
Tho purchage of thisranch for an Indian reservation was recommended to the Gov-
ernment somo years ago, but it was vejected on acconnt of the excessive price asked
for it. It is now oflered to the Goverumont for $95,000. During tho past ten yeors
tho valne of lands in southorn California hias in many placos quadrupled ; in somo if
is worth more than twenty times what it was then,  We have ne hesitation in say-
ing that it is not now possible to buy an equally suitable tract for any lessmonoy., The
ranch contaving 17,718.40 acres; is within the rain belt of San Diego Connty; is well
watered, and, although it is fm‘guly mountainons, hias good pasiure, some moadow
land, find some oak timber, It is, moreover, in the region to which the greater pro-
portion of these Indians are warmly attached, and in the vicinity of which most of
them are now living, One largo Indian village is on tho ranch. (See Exhibit G.)
Father Ubach, the Catholio priest of San Diego, whoe has known theso Indians for
seventeen yenrs, says of it, ‘it is tho only tract to which hmnan power can forco
theso Indions to remove.”  We reconnnend this parcehase only as o last vesort in the
eveut of the Departinent’s being compelled to provide now homes for all the Indians
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In conclusion, we would malke tho su geestion that thero are several small bands of
Mission Indians north of tho boundaries of the so-called Mission Indians’ Agency, for
whom it would seem to ho tho duty of thoe Government to caro as well as for thoso al-
ready enumorated. Ono of theseisthe gan Carlos Indians, living near the old San Car-
Jos Mission at Mouterey. Thero are neatly one bhundred of these, and they areliving
on lands which were given £ them hefore the secnlarization actin 1834, These lands
aro close to the boundaries of the ranch Sanl? ancisquito of Monterey,  Theso hound-
aries have boeen threo times extended, cach timo taking in afow moro acres of the Indi-
ans’ lands, until now thoy have only ten or twolve acres left, There are also some
very destitute Iudians living in the neighborhood of tho San Antonio Mission, some
60 milos south of Monterey, and of San Miguel, 40 mailes farther south, and of Santa
Juoz near Sunta Barbara.  These Indiaus should not be overlooked in arrangements
mado for the final establishing of the Mission Indians in gsouthern Culifornia,

Hoping that these rocommondations may Le approved by the Department, we are,

Vory respoctfully, yours, ,
HrreN JACKSON,
AzpoT KINNLY.

Hon, H. PRICE, .
Commiigsioner of Indian Affairs.

ExuisitT A.

Los ANnGrLis, CAL., May 12, 1883,

Sir: In responso to your verbal request asking our opinion asto the following ques-
tions, viz: : ‘

lst. Havo eivilized Indians and those who are engaged in agriculture or laborof any
kind, and also those who are known as Problos or Rancheros Indians in California, &
right to ocenpy aid Possoss Jands which they and their predecessors had continnonsly
occupied, possessed,andenjoyed while said lands wers undey the jurisdiction of theMoex-
jean Governmeont, up to and at the date of the ratification of tho treaty of Gradalupo
Iidalgo between tho United States and the Moxican Repablic, Mareh, 1848, notwith-
standing that said lands 8o occupied and enjoyed by the Indiaus aforesaid had been,
while thoy were so oceupying aud possessing tho same; by the proper Spanish and
Mexican anthorities, before the zatification of said troaty, granted to certain Spanish
and Mexican citizens, and sinco tho acquisition by 1ho United Stutes of tho territory
ombracing said lands so granted beon by tho United States conlinned, surveyed, and
patented to the grantees or their legal representatives?

od. Has the United States Govermment the right to condemn lands within the State
of California for the purpose.of giving Indians hoies thercon ¥

We have the honor to submit the following as our reply and answer to the abovoe
interrogatorics. Before and at tho dato of the treaty of Gaudalupo HHidalgo, all the
territory now known as California was o pars of and under the jurisdiction of the
Moxican Republic. Wo do not regard ibas nccessary in ordor to answer tho questions
propounded Lo give a history of the land laws of Spain and Mexico, nor the method
of acquiring Jand prior to Angust 18, 1824,

On August 18, 1824, tho Mexican Congress enacted a general colonization law, pre-
seribing the mode of granting lands throughout tho Mexican territory.  This law was
limited and defined by a sories of regulations ordained by the Mexican Government
Novermboer 21, 1828. Dy these laws and rogulations, whichi have ever since continuod
in foree, the governors of Torritorics woro authorized to grant, with certain specified
exceptions, vacant land. By tho fandamental laws of 1824, theregulations of 1824,
and the rogulations of the departmental legislaturoe consistent therewith, all Mexican
grants in California havo boon determined, and by this have been dedermined the
validity of every grant of land in California, (Lesse and Vallejo vs. Clark, 3 Cal.,, 17.)
Tho limitations, as well as tho fundamental laws mentioned, provided that in making
grauts or distribution of Jand (sueh as are now known as Mexican grants)—

1st. 1t must bo vacant land, and if occupied by Indinus, then withont prejudice to

thom.

od. That such land as would bo granted to the damage and injury of the Indians

ghonld be returned to tho rightful owners. ,

"The Mexican (overnmentreserved from privategrant alllandsoce piod and possessed
Dy tho Indians, Great care wus talkon to mako strict teservation of sueh land, and by
law no valid grantof land oceupied or possessed by Indians could be made so as to dis-
possessthem,  When California was cadod to the United States the rights of property
of its citizens remained unchanged, By the law of nations thoso rights were sacred
and inviolable, and tho obligations passed to the now Government to protect and




12 MISSION INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA.

2

maintain them. The term property, as applied to lands, c;mbraces all titles, legal or
cquitable, perfect or imperfeet, (Teschemacher s Thompson, 18 Cal., 12.)" Tho

Inited States never had, and does not now possess, any power under or by virtuo of
gaid treaty wlereby it could or can confer upon o citizen holding and claiming prop-
erfy granted by the Mexiean Govermuent other or different property rights than thoso
conferred by such Government, and suel as wevo possessed, enjoyed, and held by him
while under the jurisdiction of such Government. 1t can not abridge or enlarge the
right to énjoy and {o possess properiy held by virtue of Mexican law ab thoe date of
said treaty, nor ean it deprive pu ous of any right 1o propevty which belonged to
them at the date of said {reaty,

"A meve grant of land by the Mexican governor without complianco by the grantee
with {he fHiriher requisitions of the Mexican Iaws forms butan inchoate title, and the
Iand passed to the Uniled States, which hold it subject 1o the trast imposed by the
treaty and {hie equities of the grantee,  The erecation of the trustis a polilical power.
(Lesso va, Clavk, 3 Cal., 17.) :

By the fandamental laws of 1824, the regulation of 1823, and the regulation of the
departmental legislature, onecondition was that in making private grants ot lands the
Iands gravted mngt be vaeant lands,  Lands ocenpied by and in possession of Indians
wero notsueh vacaut lands, for by the same laws and revulations it wasprovided thas
suel grants nmst he withont prejudico or damage to the Indians, and that sueh Jand
granted to the damago and injury of tho Indians should be returned to the rightful
owners,  (New Code law 9, title 12, hook 4.) -

The Mexican authorities recognized the rights of Indians to hiold, enjoy, and possoss
landsg, aud therp arve of record s nvumber of graunts mado by tho Moxicanauthovities to
Tudiaus. | They not ouly had the right to receive grants of land imdor the Mexicun
Iawg, but alse to convey the lands so granted.  (United States vs. Sinnol, Hollman’s

Reports, 110.) . .

It will be observed that at the date when private grants of lJand were made with

some regard for law, the limitation and conditions required by Iaw to bo observed were

inserted in sneh grauts, viz: Lo C., No. 8342-6, 8, D, 3035 L. C., No, 254-419,8. D,
QuH-107: L. Qo Noo 74372, K. 1D, 2085 T ¢l No, 826-309, N, DL 383 Holliman’s Re-
port tand cases, pp. 35 of seq.y surveyor-general’s lettor, dated San Franciseo, Mareh
14, 18, and addressed to dMrse Willtiam 8, Jaeksoi, -

The Indians aud theiv deseendants, who occupied and now ocoupy lands within the
grangs ahove nanied, as well as grants containing dlaims ofa similar character, are in
onr opinion possessed and seized of the Inndy whicli wors and hava heen and now are in
their possession, and they can hold the sume agningt persong claiming the same by.
virene of ¢ United States putent, issued upon a cotdirmed Moxican grant,  Thisleaves
10 be augwered the foloiving question : Can the Indians hold Jands for which a United
Stades patent hag issned conditioned as get ond iy -thoe first question, provided no con-
ditions or lingitadions are contained or expressed in the grant? This is o question
Leset and surrounded by many difficwltios, nor do wo deomn it necessary to do maoro
than refor to testrietious nnd hmitations contained in tho laws of Mexieo coneorning
private grants of lands npon which Tndians were residing, lands whicli wero ()ccupi'ca
Ly them. 1t is certnin that if snch lands were granted by o Mexican official, and the

" authorvities onitted to recite the conditions and limitatious required by law, and re-

gervo from the operation of such grant such lavds ps tho law conditioned eould vot
he convexred by sueh grant, sueli a grant would and could not takoe it out of thoe oper-
ation of the Iaw. It could notdefent tho rights of those wheso rights attachoed by
reason of law.,  If the officers of tho Mexiean Government to whom was confided the
trust exceeded their anthority as regulated by the solemnities and formalitics of {he
I, the coirts are bound to tako notico of it and can not shield those claiming
under such title from the necessary consequonce of ignorance, carelessness, or arbi-
travy nssuniption of power,  (Lesse & Vallejo vs. CGlarke, 3 Cal., 17.)

© It 38 now necessary to inquire how far and to what extent will the issuance to the
grantecof the United States patent chango or modify thisrule.  Weshall mob (disenss,
ax we do nob deen it ueeessary, tho deeision of the United States Suprowie Court that
‘s United States patend ean nob bo attached collaterally, bub may bo by a dircet pro-
covding,” as wo did not regard these docisions as in any way aflecting the question
snbmitted and now before us.

In 1851, Mavch 3, Congress passed an act entitled, ¢ An act to ascortain and settle
the private land elaims in tho Stato of California.” By said statuto it was enacted
“that it shall bo the duty of the commission havein provided for to ascertpin and ro-
port to ihe Seeratary of the Interior tho tennro by which the Mission lands ave held,
and those held by civilized Dudiang, and those who ave engaged in agricultuye or labor
of any kind; and also these which are eccupied, and cultivated by Puables or Ranchevos
Indians, (U.S. Statutesat Largg, vol. 9, p, 634, soe. 16, Littlo & Brown'sed.) Wohavo
no tmeans of aseertaining whother such areport was inado, or, it made, its contonts. Wo
hive no doubt the commission did thoir duty and complied with the law, and that

their report will be found on file in the Depuartruent of the Interior. This ropory, ilin .
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our hands, would greatly aid ugin reaching a correct conclusion, Dy thosame act it s
furthoer provided that the patents of 4 heUnited Statesigsned to parties holding Mexiean
grants are conclusive hetween thoe United States and the asaid cladniants only, and
shall not alfect tho interest of that person,  (Jb., p. 634.)  Jf the report-of the com-
mission established the fact that the Indians were residing upon and ocenpying fandg
within tho boundaries of claimed grants, which grants have no conditions or Hmiti-
{ion insorted therein, that they elaimed such Jandg by virtno of the laws of Moxicn,
1his evidence, with such other evidence as wo understand can bo furnished, s in our
apinion enongh to establish under the law, us we regard ity o right in the Indinns to
Liold and oceupy such Iands against the conlirmeo or patentee, If, however, uo such
report has been made, wo are of the opinion if conclusive evidener e be furnished
proving that these Indians were in possession of theso lands ab the (e these grants
wers mado by the Mexican anthovities, that they continued in possession, and were in
possession at the date of the treaty, and have sineo continued in possession, ho law
will entitle them to hotd suel Innd against all persons claiiming wider the patent.

Wo answer tho sceond question propounded as follows 1

By the fifth amendmeut fo the Constitution of 1ho United States it is provided:
* %+« Norwshall private property he taken for public nge withont just compensi-
tion.”  Would tho taking of lands helonging Lo cilizens for the purpose of giving tho
samo to Indians boe sueh a public use as is contemplated by the Conel itntion? Waoare
of the opinion it would not. (Waltherrs. Warner, 25 Mo, 977 5 Bowrd of Tducation 5.
Hockman, 48 Mo., 243; Builalo and New York Railroad Company s, Brannmy, 9NV,
100 ; Bradley va New York, ete., Railroad Compauy, 91 Conn,, 204 Fisher ve, Hori-
con Iron-Wark, cle,, Company, 10 Wis., 854 ; New Orleans and Railroad Company va.
Railroad Company, 53 Ala., 2115 Coun wvs. Horrigan, 2 Allen, 1595 Chambers rs, Sat-
tuler, 40 Cal., 4973 Railroad Company rs. City of Stockton, 41 Cal., 149; Channel
Company vs Railroad Company, 51 Cal., 2003 Gilmer vs. Lime Point, 18 Cal,, 2205
Goun 5. Tewksbury, 11 Metealf, 55; Manufacturing Company s, 1fead, 56 N, 1L, 8EG;
Ohwstead vs. Camp, 33 Conn., 6532 Bucliman vs. Saratoga Railroad Company, 3 Paige
Cl., 45 ; Memphis Freight Company vs. Momphis, 4 Cold., 4103 ¥nfiell Toll Bridge
Company ts. Hariford Railroad Company, 17 Conmn., 42.)

We are, very respectfully, : , :
' ' Bruxsoy & WILLS,
Atiorneys at Law,

Anpot Kix~uy, isq., Los Angeles, Cal.

Byxmnir B. ) _ .
SABOBA.

Saboba is the name of & villago of Indians of tho Serrano tribe, one hundred and
fifty-seven in nuwber, living in the San Jacinto Valley, atthe hase of the 8an Jacinto
Mountaing, in San Diego County.  The village is within the boundaries of a Mexican
grant, palented 1o thio heirs of J. Iistndillo Junnary 17, 1850, The greater part of
tho graut has been sold fo o company, which, in dividing up its lands, allotted tho
irnet where the Sahoha village Ties to one M. R Byrnes, of San Bernardino, who pro-
poses to ¢j-cb the Indians mnless tho United States Governmment will buy his.wholo
iract of 700 acres ab an exorbitant price. Tho Saboba village occupics about 200
acres, the best part of Mr. Byrues’s tract. Tho Indizns have lived inthe placo for over
a hundred years, They havo adode honses, fenced fiolds and orchardy, and irrigating
ditches. 'Thero isin the village a never-failing spring, with aflow of abont 25 miner’s
inches. It is claimed by the Indiang that the first snrveys did not take in their vil-
Jage. This is probably true; the resurveying of grants and ¢ floating 77 their lines 8o
as to take in lands newly discovered to be of value, and leave ont others discovered
1o o worthless, heing a commoin practico in California. In o coundlry where water is
gold, such a spring as these Sabobi Indians owned could not long escape notice or
Do left Jong in the nndisturbed possession of Tndiang, Theso Tndians support them-
selves now, and have always dono go, by farming, and by going out in organized bands
as sheep-shearers and vintagers, They are indust rious and poaceable, and make in
good seasons a fairly comfortable living.,  They formerly kept stock, bub sinco tho
now oceupaney, allotting and feneing of the vailey, have been obligod to givoe it np.
There is & Govornment sehool in this village, numbering {fron thirty to forty pupils,
who have made remerkable progress in gheir studies,  Tho school is taught by
a Pennsylvania lady, formerly a teacher of the freedimen. Iler gentleness and refine-
wment have oxcited an influence all through the village, and ber selfsdenying lahors
among tho people in times of sickness and suffering have Iseen the work of a mission-
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ary ralher than that of & teacher. The following lettors were written by two of the
children in this school, hoth under fourteen years of ngge.  Thoy were written without
o tencher's kuowledgo or aid, and brought to hor with the request that she would
gond thom. Thohandwritings are clear and wood:

To the President of the United States :

Mr. PresipENT—DEAR Sir: I wish to writo a lotter for you, and.I will try to tell
you spwething.  Tho white people eall San Jacinto Rancho their land, and I don’t
Want them to doit. Wo think it is ours, for God gave it to us firet, Now I think
you will tell me what is right, for you havo been so good to us, giving us a school
and helping us.  Will you not come to Sun Jacinto somo timo to sco us, the school,
and tho people of Saboba village? Many of the poo lo aro sick and some have died.
Wo aroe 80 poor that we have not enou h good food for the sick, and sowetimes I am
afraid that we aro all going to die. %Vill you please tell what is good about our
ranehes and como soon to sco us '

Yonr friend,
. RAMON CAVAVL
Mrs. JACKSON!

My DEAR FriExD: I wish to write you a letter about the American people that
want to drive us away from our own villago of Saboba. I don't know what they can
bo about. I don't know why they do g0, My teacher told me she was very sorry
about il town, and then my teachor said, I think they will find a good place for
you if yon havo to goj but I do hope they will not drive you away. T'hen it will be
yery good for all the people of Saboba. Tt is a very good town for tho people. They
Javo all the work dono on their gardens, and thoy aro very sorry about tho work
that is dono. My work is very nicely done also. Tho people are making one big
feneo to keep tho cows and the horses off their garden,

Your {rue friend, :
' ‘ AxTOXNIO LEON.

~ Thesa Sabobi Indians are groatly digpirited and dishenrtoned at the prospect of
being driven ont of their hemoes, aud feol that the Government ought to proteet them,
The eaptain of the village, a very gonsiblo and clear-headed man, said: 41f the Gov-

arimont says wo mush go, we must; mit wo wontd rather dioriglit here than maove.”

- The right of these Indiang to the trach they have so, long occupied aund cultivated i

boyond question.  That this vight could bo successfully maintained in the courts is
“ tho epinion of the law fivim of Brunson & Wells, whaose admirablo paper, eovering all
eases ol this kind, is given herewith,  (Sce oxhibit.) . .

Wo found 3 miles from this village, on Governnent land, a parrow cafion called In-
dian Caiion, in which half a dozen londian familicswere living, The cafion js butd oth
miles long and very DRTTOW § butit has nsmall, never-failing brooltin it, andsome good

- Dottom land, on which the Indians had excollent wheat crops growing. Thosides of it
are moderately woll wooded, It was surprising that so desirablo a noolk had heen over-
Jooked or omitted by thesurveyors of tho San Jacinto Ranch, Weowroto to tho Depart-
Jeent immediatoly, recotnmonding its boing set aside for Tndiaus’ use. In another

beautilul canon, aleo with anever-failing stroam running throngh it, we found living
iho ol chief, Victoriano, nearly ono hundred yours old, ‘The spot was an oasis of
veon, onk and willow troes, & whent Gold, and apricot orchard and vineyard, the

atter planted by Vietoriano’s father. This place has beon given by Viectoriano to his

grandson, who we were told is taking steps to secure it to Limself under the Indian
Tiomestead act. :

Txmmir Q.
I CANUNLLA REARVATION,

The Gabunilla Valloy fs abont 40 miles from Saboba, high up among tho penks aind
rpura of (he San Jnefnto Moutdaing, a wild, harron, }n:wcossihlo spob. Tho Cahuilla
villago, sitnated hore, was olo of {ho most intoresting that wo visited, aud the In-
Qs seemed a clear-beaded, mora individual and imlopendent people than any other
wo saw., This is partly due to their nativo qualities, the tribo having boen originally
ono of the most warlike and powerfual in tho country, as is indicatec by their name,
which signifies ¢ master.” The isolation of this village has also tended to keop theso
Tudians sclf-respecting and indopendent, There is no white settloment within 10
miles, there being comparatively little to tempt while men into the mountain fast-
pesses.  The population of the villago numbors froni one hundred and fifty to two
hudred. Tho houses are of adobe, ‘hatched with reeds; threo of thie houses have
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ghingled roofs, and one has the Inxury of a floor. These Indiavs make the greater
part of their living by stock-raising. They also send out a sheep-shearing band
each year. They have sixteen fields, large and amall, under enltivation, and raid
they would have had many more except for the tack of plows, thers being but
one plow for the wholo village.  They raise wheat, barley, corn, squnslied, und water-
melons,  Sometitnes the frost kills tho corn, and occasionally the grasshoppers de-
scend on tho valley, but aside from theso accidents their crops do well, — All throngh
the village were to bo seen their curious ouldoor granaries—huge baskets made
of twisted and woven twigs and set up on poles. Thoe women were neatly dressed,
tho children especially so, and tho faces of all, men, women, and children, had an
animation and look of intollectnal keenness very uncominon among the Southern
California Indiang, On the ontskirts of the village is a never-failing hot spring.
In this water the Indiang, old and young, are said to he cantinnally bathing. It
was the Indiang’ improssion that the lines of their reservation ran directly through
the eenter of this hot spring.  They had heen told 8o by somo white men, hut they
know nothing certainly, The Jines had never been shown to them.  On subse-
quent oxamination at the surveyor-general’s office in San Francisco wo discovered
that this spring and tho villagoe itself are entirely ontside the rescrvation lines; also
that anothor Indian settlemnent ealied Duasno, a fow miles distant, and intended to
havo been included in bhe reservation, is outside the lines, Tho Cahnilla Reserva-
tion stands recorded as containing 26 sections of land; so far as wo could judge of
tho region, it scemed to us o generous cstimate to say that there might be possibly
500 acres of cultivatableland in it.  In good years thers would becongiderable pas-
turage on thoe sides of the mountains; but far tho greater part of the tract is abso-
Iutely worbhless, boing Lare aud stony mountains. The Cahmillag, hewever, are sat-
istied with it. They love the country and would not exchange it for fertilo valleys
below. They said that they would be perfectly contented if the Government would
only mark their land off for thom, and set up boundaries so that they could know
where they might keep their own stock and keep the white men’s stock out. All they
aslked for in addition to this was some harnesses, wagons, and agricultural imple-
meuts, especially plows. OfF these last the captain reiterated, and was not satisfied
till ho saw the figurcs written down, that ten was the smallest number that would be
suflicient for the village.

A fow rods from the hot spring there §tood a good adobe house, shut up, unoccupied.
Tho history of this houss is worlh telling, as an illustration of the sort of troubles to
which Indians in these remoto rogions, unprotected by the Governmentiand unable to
protect themselves, are exposed. Some oight years ago the Cahnillas rented a tract of
theirland as pasturo to two Moxicang named Machado., Theso Machados, hy permission
of the Indians, built this adoboe house, and lived in it when looking aftor their stock,
At the expiration of tho lease tho Liouse was to be the property of the Indians.  Whon
the Machados left thoy said to the Cahuilla captain, *“Horeis yonr honse”  Thenext
yearancther mannamed Thomas rented a pasture tract fromthe Indiansand also rented
this house, paying for tho use of it for two yearssix bulls, and putiing into it a man
named Coshiman, who was hisoverscer. At tho ond of the two years Thomas said fo the
Calunilias, ““Iloero is your honse; Inow take my cattle away.” Dufthe man Cushman
refused to move out of the house; said it was on railroad land which he had bought
of the railroad company., 1uspite of the Tudians’ remonstrances he lived on there for
threo or four yoars. Finally ho died. After his death his old emaployer Thomas, who
had once rented this very house {rom the Indians, came forward, elaimed it as his
own, and has now sold it to a man named Parks, Through all this time the Indiang
committed no violence on tho trespassers. They journeyed to Lox Angeles to find
out from tho railroad ¢company whether Cushiman owned the land a3 he said, and were
told that he did not. They laid the matter before their agent, but ke was unable to
do anything about it. It would seem of the greatest importance in the case of this
reservation, and of all others similarly placed, that the odd section claimed or owned
by thio railroad companies should be secured and added to the permanent reservation.
Much furthor trouble will in this way be saved. T

An incident which had ocourred on the boundaries of the Cahuilla Reservation a
few weoks hofore our arrival thero is of importance as an illustration of the need of
somo legal protoction for the Indians in southern California. A Cahuilla Indian named
Juan Diego had built for himself a house and cultivated a small pateh of ground on a
high mountain lodge a fow miles north of the village. Iere he lived alone with his
wifo and baby. TIlo Liad been for somo years what the Indians cullod a “locoed” Tu-
dian, boing at times erazy ; nover dangerous, but yot certainly insane for longer or
shorter poriods. Iis condition was known to the agent, who told us ihat e bhad
feared hie would bo obliged to shut Juan up if ho did not get heiler. It was also
woll known throughout the neighboring country, as wo found on repeated inquiry.
Everybody knew that Juan Diego was ** locoed.” (This expression comes from the
effect o weed of that name has upon borses, making them wild and unwmanage-
able.) Juan Diego bad boen off to find work at sheep-shearing. He camp home ab
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pight riding a steango horse, ~ His wifoexelaimed, ¢ Why, whoso horsais that?” Juan
looked at the hovse, and replied confusedly, ‘“Whero is my horse, then?” Tho woman,
much frighiened, said, “You must tako thab Lorse right Lack; thoy will say you
stole it.”  Juan replied that ho would as scon as o had rested 3 throw himself down
and foll asleep.  Lrom shis sleep ho was awakened by the barking of the dogs, and
ran out of the house to see what it meant. Tho wowan followed, and was tho only
witness of what then ocourred. A whito man named Temple, the owner of the horse
which Juan had ridden home, rode up, and on geeing Juan poured out a volley of
oaths, loveled his gun and shot him dead.  After Juan had fallon on tbe ground
Templo rode closer and fived threo wore shots in tho body, oue in tho forchead, one
in {he cheek, and one in the wrist, the woman looking on.  ITo then took his hovse,
which was standing tied in front of the house, and rodo away. The woman, with
ler baby ou her baeck, ran to the Cahuilla village and tolid what had happened.
This was it the night. At Qawn the Tudians wont over to tho place, brought the

murdored man's body to the village and buried it The excitoment was intense.-

The teacher, in giving us an account of tho aflnir, gaid that for a fow days sho foared
sho would bo obliged to elose her school and leave the village., Tho murderer wend
to {ho nearest justico of the peaco and gave himsolf up, saying that he had in self-
defenso shot an Indinn, Ile sworo {hat thoe Indian ran towards him with a knife.
A jury of twelvemen was summened, who visited the spot, listenod to ‘Templo’s stody,
pronouneed him guiltless, and the judgo so decided. Tho woman's testinomy was
ot taken. 1t would have been worthless i€ it had been, 80 far as influencing that
jury's minds was concorned,  1ler statomoent was positive that Juan had ne knifo, nor
weapon of any kindj sprang up from his sloep and ran out hastily to see what had
happened, and was shot almost as soon 18 ho hal crossed tho throshold of the door.
The distvict attorney in San Diego, on being informed by us of the facts in tho case,
reluctantly admitted that there would be no usa whatovor in bringing a white man to

trial for mnrder of an Indian undor such civcumstances, with only Indian testimony

to conviet him., This was corroborated, and the gonoral animus of public fecling,

vividly illustrated to us by a convoersabion wo had later witi one of tho jurors in the
case, 1 tine, open-hearted, manly youn follow), far superiov in odneation and social
standing to the averngo southern Calitornia ranchman.  1le not only justified Tom-
ple's killing the Indian, but said e would have donoe the samno thing himself, ““Idon’s
eave whethor the Indian had.a knifo ov not,” he gaid; “that didu't ent any figuro at
all the way T looked ab it.  Any man that'd tako a horse of minoe and ride him up that
mountain trail ’d shoot him whonover 1 found Lint,  Stock-mon have just gotb to pro-
tact themselves in this counfry””  The fact that Juan had loft his own horse, well-
Lkuown one, in the corral {rom which ho had taken Templo's; that ho had ridden the
straight tradd to his own door, aud left tho horse tiod in {ront of it, thus making cer-
tain that ho wonld bo tracked and cauplht, welghed nothiug in this young man’s
wind,  Tho utmost concussion that lo would make was finally to say, ¢ Well, I'll
agreo thab Templo was to blawmo for firin’ into hiw after hoe was dead, That wasmenn,
I'll allow.” .

The neconutof our visit to the Coahunila Reservation would be incomplete without a
brief deseription of tho school there, It wutabers from forty to filty scholars, and is
tanght by a widow, who, with her littlo duughter ton years of ago, lives in ono small
room built on at the end of the sehool-housa. Dot of 1he room is curbained oft inton
recess, holding bed, washstand, and burean. The rest of the roontis a sitbing-room;
kitelen, storo-room, and barely liolds tho cooking-stove, table, and chairs. IHerealone,
with Ler little danglter, in a villago of near two hundrod Indians, 10 miles from any
white man’s home, this brave woman has lived moro than a yoar, doing a work o
whieh the hours spent in tho school-room are the smallest part. The Indians come to
her with every perplexity and trouble; call on hor for nursing when they are ill; for
food when they ave destibute. If sho would allow it hov little room counld always be
erowded with women, and men also, eager to watel and learn. The Cahuillas have
good brains, are keen, quick, and porsevering.  ‘Tho progress that theso childron have
Tde in e comparatively short timosince thoir school was oponod was far beyond that
prdinarily made by white children iu tho sumo length of timo. Childron who two
years age did not know & lettor, read intelligently iu tho gocond and third readors,
spelled promptly and with romarkable acouracy, and wrote cloar and legible hands,
their copy-books being absolutely free from Dblots or erasures; s0wmo of the older pu-
pils went creditably through amental arithmetic examinntion, in whicl the questions
were by no means casy to follow. They sang songs in (air tune and time and with
eveat 5pirit, evidently enjoying this part of the exoreises moro than all the rest. Wo

1ad carried to theni a pavcel of illustrated story-books, very kindly contributed by
some of the leading publishers in Now York and Boston, wnid the expression of the
rows of bright dark oyes as the teacher Lield up book alter book was loug to bo re-
membered, . Tho strain on tho nervous systom of teachors in such positions as thiscan
Lardly be estimated by ordinary standards. 'The absolute isolation,, tho ceaseless do-
mand, the lack, not only of the comforts, but of many of the nocessities of lifo, all
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mount up into a burden whieh it would seem no woman could Jong endnra,  Last
winter thore was & snow-storin in tho Cahuilln Valley, lasting two days and nights,
A fierco wind drove the dry snow in at every crevice of the puorly-built adobe house,
liko sand in & sand-storm, Tho first day of the storm tho school had Lo bo closed
carly in the day, as the snow fell so fast ou hooks and slafes nothing could ho done.
Tho last night of the storm tho teacher and her little givl spent tho entire night in
shoveling snow ont of the roon,  They would pile it in a blanket, open the door,
empty the hlankut, and then resumo shoveling.,  They worked hard all nightto keep
paco with the storm.  When the snowing stopped the school-roont was drifted full
and for many days after was wet and damp, 1t wonld secin as if the school term in
guch plices as this ought not to be over cight months in tho year, Tha salaries,
however, should not ho redneed, for they aro harely living salaries now, every neces-
sary of lifo being procured at a great disadvautage in theso wild regions,  Onoe of
theso teachers told us sho had been obliged to give an Indian 1 1o rido to the nearest

-store and bring her ouo dollar’y worth of sugar, - It was the opinion of the Cahnilla

teachor (a toacher of oxporience at the East bofore her marriage) that the Indiaus
would accomplish moro in eight months than in thenine.  The strain upon thein also
is too groat—of the unwontoed confinement and continuous brain work, Should this
change he mado the vacation shonld be so arranged as to be taken at tho sheep-sheanr-
ing scason, at which times all tho schools aro much broken up by the absence of the
elder boys,

- ' Exurmnir D.

"THE WARNER'S RANCII INDIANS,

Tho tract known as Warner's Ranch lies in the northern part of San Diego County,
about 40 wiles from the Cabnilla Valley, It contains two grants, the San José del
Vallo and the Vallo do San José; tho firsh containing hotween 28,000 and 27,000 acres,
confirmed to J. J. Warner, patented January ¥, 1#80; tho second, containing he-
twoen 17,000 and 18,000 acres, confirmed to one Portilla, putented January 10, 1810,
The whole property is nowinthe possession of Governor Downey, of Los Angeles. Thero
aro suid to boseveral confliching claims yet uvsettiod, The ranch is upw used as a
sheop andstoek ranch, andis of great valne, Ifig aboautifnl region, well watered and
wooded, There avo within i1s boundaries five Indian villages of San Luiscnos and
Dicgmons; Agna Caliente, Puoerta deta Cruz, Puertado San José, San José, and Mata-
guay.  Thoe last fourare very small, but Agua Caliente hasJong been themost flourish-
ing and influential villago in the country. 1 was formerly sot apart as o reservation,
but the lixceuative order was cancoled January 17, 1830, immediaiely after the pat-
enting of the San Josédel Valle ranch, within tbhe bonndaries of which it was then
claimed that the village lay, although to the best information we conld geb tho firgt
three survoeys of that rauch did not take tho village in,  The aged capiain of the Agua
Caliente Indiang still preservoes a paper giving a memorandum of tho setting oft’ of
this reservation of about 1,120 acres for this people. It was by Excentive order, 1375,
o also treasures soveral other equally worthless papers—a cortifieste from a San
Dicgo judgo that the Indians are entitled to theiv lands; & memorandmn of a promiso
from Goeneral Kearnoy, who assured them that in consideration of sheir friendlincss
and agsistanco to himthey should refain their homes withont molestation, “ although
the whole Stato should fill with white men.” 1t is nob to e wondored at that these
Agua Caliento Indians find it diflicult Lo-day to putiany faith in whito nen's promises.

1t will bo seen from the above brief statement of tho situatfon that they have an ex-
ceedingly slroug claim on tho Government for protection in their right to their lands,
Since tho restoration of their villagoe and fields ““ to the public domain,” the patenting
of the ranchey, and their sale to Governor Downey, the Indians have been in constant
anxiety and terror.  Governor Downey has been considerato and humane in Lis cousse
toward then, and towards all tha Indians on higestate.  And hissuperivtendentalso is
friondly in his trentiont of thom, permitting them all tho liberty bo can consistently
with his duty to the ranch, o finds their labor invaluable at sheep-shearing time,
and is ablo tliroughout tho year to grive them occasional employment. Butthe Indians
know very well that according to the nsual course of things in San Diego Conuty they
are linblo any day to bo ¢jected by process of law ; and it is astonishing that under the
circumstances thoy have so porsevered in theirindustries of ono sort and another,
They havo a good nunher of fields vuder cultivation, They also mako saddle mats
and hats out of fibrous plants; the women make baskets and Jace, ~ Tt issaid to betho
most industrious villago it the counuty, the old captain dealing severely with an In-
dian found idle. They havoe also a small rovenue from the hot springs, from which
tho village takes it name. Theso bubblo up in a succossion of curions stone basins in
the heart of the village. They are much resorted to in summer by rheumatic and
othor pacicuts, who rent the Indians' little adobe houses and pay them a smail tax for
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the use of the waters,  The Indians themselves at theso times movo into hush huts in
a valley or cafion somo two miles above tho village, where their ehief culfivated
ficlds lie, They were very carnest to know {rom us if wo would advise their planting
more of this ground. They said they would have planted-it all excopt that they wero
afraid of Leing driven away. Thisupper valley and these plantingMields wero gaid to
be on Govenrment land; but on examination of the surveyor’s plats in Los Angeles
land oflice we could find no ficld notes toindicato theirJoeation,” Theso Indians iavo
in nse another valley called Lost “alley, some fifteen miles from their village, high
up in the mountaing, and reached only by one vory steep trail. 1lere they keep thero
stock, being no Jonger able to pasiure it below.” Thoy wero touchingly anxious to
have 1§ write down the nnmbers of eattle, horses, and sheep each man lad, and ro-
Pm‘t {o Washington, that the President might see how they woere all trying to work.
Phove ave probably from one hundred and Twenty-five to ono huundred and Lfty hicad
of eatilo owned in the village, nbout fifty horses, and one hundred sheep.

Thero is here a Government school, taught by a young German lady of oxcellent
cdnention and mich onthusiasm in her work, At greab cost and risk she has carried
her piano up into theso wilds, aind finds it an invaluable assistanco in training and in-
fluencing her pupils, It was a sceno not to bo forgotten(when after their exercises
in reading, arithmetie, ete,, in all of which they showed o really wonder(ul profi-
ciency, tho children crowded into tho tenelier’s Jittle room and sang their songs to the
piano necompaniment, played by her with spirit and feeling.  ““My country,’tis of
thee, sweot Jand ot liberty,” was tho song they secmed to like Dest—all unnware how
little applicable to their own situation wore its strains of oxultant joy and freedom.
Tu {hls ono tiny room adjoining the school-room this young lady lives, slcops, pre-
pares her own food, frequently having a ‘‘cooking class ? of Indian womon, whom
sho is teaching to make soups, bread, ote., and to do fine washing, It is impossible
to put too much apprecintive gyimpathy on these women teachers in Indian schools in
Bmll thern Californin.  Their situation and tlieir work aro uniqueinisolation and diffi-
culty. » ,

Tho othier Indian villoges on Warner's ranch do not demand separato description,
consisting of not more than half a dozen houses each and mumbering only from fifteen
to thirty Todinns, Bach village, however, has its own caplain, and its culti vated
fields, orchavds, ete., to whiclt the Indians are profoundly attached, and from which
it wonld ho very hard to induce them to move, spito of their poverly and the difficulty
of making n living ng they are now placed.

During our stay at Warner's ranch tho captain of the San Josd village had an expe-
rienco which will illusprate the helplessnoss of these Indian Farmers in southoern Cali-
fornin, Hoehadon apiceool Government land, aghortdistanee from hisvillage, afenced
wheat field of somo Hi acres; it wné higchiof dependonco for his year’s gupport. Going
away vne day, ho left his aged fathier in charge at hone; e old 1an wanderod away,
and during his absence onvof the roving ghoep-herders, of whom the country is full,
Lroko dewn the fenco, turned in his flock, and when Domingo camo home at Qighb the
whole field was oaten closo to the ground. Hearing of our being 4t the superintend-.
cut’s honse, Domingo came over to askif we could help him in the matter. Tho quiet,
mattor-of-course way in wlich he told the story wasinore impressive than any Joud- .
ness of complaint would have been, He said very simply, ¢ What can I do for food
1his winter$” Mr, Kinney rode over to the villago, saw the field, and after somo
trouble found the herder, whe, much frightened, said ho did it by his mastor’s ovders,
This master, an Italian, lived some 20 miles away, tho noarest justice of the penrce 16
miles. On seeing the justicewo found that nothing eould bo dono in the way of so-
curing damagos from the sheop owner, untii two whitoe men, residents of the county,
should ingpect tho premises and estimato the damagoes. Domingo rode 16 miles in tho
pieht in n fiorce storm of sleet and rain, with lettors from ug to whito men on the ranch,
askin g them to do this. Ho was back again at daylight with anoto from one of them
saying that he could not induce a mad to go with him. Finally, tho justice, at our
request, hired two men ot days' wages to go und inspoct the Indian’sficld. They esti-
mated the damages at about one-tenth of the real amount, and thts wo waere obliged to
leavo the matier. We afterwards roceived a letter from the Italian, stating that he
had setiled with Domingo, but not meutioning the sum paid. It was plain that ex-
ecopt for our taking hold of tho aifair the Indian would never have recovered a cent.
This is by no means an exceptional instance. .

BExmsir E.

. .

TOR BAN YSIDRO INDIANS,
In the San Ysidro Canen, about 8 miles from Warner's ranch, has been living from

~time immemorinl a band of San Luiseno Indiaus, numbering from fifty to sevonty-five,

and called Ly the name of their cafion, Wo first saw the captain of these Indians in
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Los Angoles, in tho offico of the United States court commissioner, Mr, TL T, Lee, of
whose Kindness and Intmane sympathy in dealing with all Indinn matbers which
como nnder hig nobico it is not oub of place here to make grateful mention. This
Captain Pablo, with two of his headmen, had walked a threo days’ journey to Los
Angeles to see if ho could goeb any help in tho matber of lamds which liad heen wrested
from his people. 1fis story was a pitifulone,  Somo gix vears ago i white man named
Chatham Hehn had come into the head of their cafion, three miles above the site of
their villago, taken up a homestead claim thero, entting oft the greater part of their
water supply and taking somo of thoir eultivated ficlds, and leaving them restricted
room for their stock. Sinco that time they had been growing poorer and poorer, hut
had managed to live by cultivating lands below tho village near the mouth of the
cafion, whoro there was anothor small stream. But now a new squatier had appeared
below them and filod on all the remaining lands, including the site of the village it-
self. “Tho man Helm, above them, had patented his lands, built a good house, and
was keeping considerable stock. The Indians could have no water except what he
permitted to come down the cuafion. Three yoars ago oue of their number had been
shot dead Ly 1leln, who was sct froe on thousual pleaof solf defense.  Sinco then tho
Indians had been in continual terror, The new squatter had thicatoned them with
tho saume fato if thoy came near his inclosures.  Detween theso bwo squatters the In-
dian village wag completely hemmed in and cob off and stavvation stared them in
the Tace. In fact, in tho course of the last winter onoe little girl had netually died for
want of food. Their countenances corroborated the tale, They were gaunt with
hunger and full of despair. It wounld oxceed tho Thmits of this paper to give a full
repory of the interview with these Indians. It will not soon bo furgotten by any one
taking part:in it—the solemn toues in which the Indians roplied to the interprefer’s
questions, bhe intent and imploring gazo with which they studied all our faces aud
listened to all the words unintelligible to them in which wo spoke with one another,
It was finally decided to forward to the Interior Departinent thoe altidavits of these
Indiang, sctting forth tho manuer in which thoy had been robbed of tlieir landsg, and
requesting that Cloos’s entry be held for cancellation, and that Heln’s patent be re-
opened. It was found; on loaking the matter up in Washington, tlhat soveral years
ago this cafion had been withdrawn from market with a view to having it set off
as o roservation for the Indians living in it, but the matter bad slipped evergbody’s
mind, On visiting the San Ysidro Cafion ourselves a few weeks lnter, we found that
Cloos, taking time by the forelock, Liad sold out his homostead claim, his honse, and
what he was pleased to eall his ““ improvemen ts,” for §600 to a poor old widow, Mrs.
Pamela Hagar by name. Wo found Mrs. Ilagar, with hor son, on the aronund, proe-
paring to go into the boo business She appeared very littlo surprised ab hearving
that tho elaim she had bonght was a questionable one, romarking: “Well, 1 mis-
trusted something was wrong; Cloos seemed in guch a hurry to get his money.”
This woman appeared nearly as helpless as the Indians themselves.  The deed she
had taken from Cloos was not acknowledged : she had not got it recorded ; lier nwme
was misspolled in it, and the enumeration of the sections, ete, in it did not agree
with the list in the land-office certificate. She begged ug to ask the Government to
refund to hior the suni she had paid to Cloos, and signed by her mark a paper sayiug
she would aceept it. It is a small sum, and ag the poor old woman made the frans-
action in good fauith, knowing nothimg about the Indiang’ presence on the place,
it would scom nob unroasonable that she shondd be paid, The next wmsrning Clood
himsclf appoared on the scone, vory avgry and resoubful. e said he had ¢ a per-
feet right o file on that land,” that “ Indians swere not citizens” and “had no right
to public lands,” and that ¢ the stockwmen of S Diego Couunty were not soing to
stand the Indians killing théir stock much longer;” that *“ the Govermmnent ought to
pat the Indizus all together somewhero and tako carc of tlrem,” and that ‘“there’d
Do a big fight with Indians in San JYiego County before long; wo might rest assured
of that;” and mneh more of tho same sort, which wounld not he worth repeating, ex-
weept thab it is a good illustration of tho animus of the greater portion of southaern
California ranchmen towards Indians, A fow days after this we wero gladdened by
tho nows from Washingten that Cloos’s filing was held for cancellation, and that the
Attorney-General had orderod proceedings to be begun in San Franeisco for the va-
cating of Chatham Lelm’s patent. A few mstances of such promptisudeas this would
change the wholoe status of the South California Indians, giving conrage to thew,
and, what is still more important, making it clear to the poreeption of white men

that the Indians’ rights are no longer to be disregarded as they have been,

Exumsir F.
THE LOS COYOTRES.

Five miles up from the head of the San Ysidro Cafion, to o reached only by a steep
and narrow trail. lies o small valley on the desert side of the monntaing. Ibis lm'llo
morc than a pocket on a ledge. From its xim one looks directly into the desert.
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Fow whito men have ever penetrated to it, and tho Indians occupying it haye been
hitherto safe, by reason of the poverty and inaceessibility of their home, No agent
has aver visited them; they have supportoed themselves by keoping stock and culti-
vating their few aeres of tand. Thoro are wot more than 80 acres all told in the val-
lev,  About three weeks Lefore our arrival it Warner’s ranch a man named Jim Tane,
a comrado of 1elm, who had usnrped tho San Ysidro cafion, having, no doubt, learned
through Holm of tho existenco of tho Los Coyotes Valley, nppeared in the village and
offered tho Indians §200 for their place,  Thoy refused ta soll, npon which he told them
that he had filed on the land, ghould stay in any ovent, and proceeded fo ent down
trees and build a corral. 1t seems n marvelous forbearanco on the part of o community
numboring fwenty-six able-bodied men and twenty-one womon nof to {ako any foreible
measures 1o repel such an intruder as this. But the South California Indians have
learned by long oxperienco that in any contest with white mon thoy are sure to be
found in tho wrony, Notan Indian laid violent hands on Fanoa. 1o scems to have
rono about ws safely in the heart of this Indian village, which Le was avowedly make
ing ready to steal, ns if ho had been inan ompty wilderness.  Mr, Kinnoy found him
there, hard at work, his belt full of cartridges und pistols. Ho was a rough fellow,
at first disposod to bo defiant and blustering, but on being informed of the Depart-
ment’s action in the case af Cloos’s filing ho took m milder tonc, and signed o paper
raving that lio would tako §76 for his “Gmprovements,” Later in tho day, after con-
gulting with hiafriend Helny, he withdrew the paper and anunounced his detormination
to stay in the vallay,  Oninguivy at tho land office at Los Angoles we found that his
filing had been returnod to htm for coroetion of, errors. Weo were therofore in time
{o seoure tho stopping of all further proceedings on his part through the land oflice.
Nothing, however, but authorizad and authoritative action on the part of tho agent
representing the Interior Department will stop his proceedings on the ground, Just
before leaving Californin wo received an urgent lettor from the Los Coyotey’ captain,
saving that Fano was still thero—still cutting down their trees and building corrals,

The Indians of this band are robust, active, and finely wade, more neatly in the
native health and strength of the race than any other band in the country. Tho large
proportion of children nlso bore testimony to their healthful condition, there being
thirty-fiva children to twenty-one women and twenvy-six men.  The captain hasd the
lists of hispeople kept by three lines of notehes on o stick, & now noteh being made
for each birth and crossed out for cach death. They could connt only up to five.
Everything beyond that was “many.” Their houses woro good, built of hewn pine
tiber, with thatched roofs made from gome tongh, fibrous plant, probably the yucea.
Ench honse had a thatehed bowerin frouf of it and stood in o fonced inclosure,  These
Indians raise beans, pumpking, wheat, barley, and corn. They have twonty-five head
of enttlo and more horses, Thoy say thoy havo lived in this valloy always and nover
desito o leavo it.  The only things they asked for wero a liarness, chain, colter, and
five plows. They have now one plow,

This village is one of tho best iltustrations of our remarks on tho need of itinerary

Jabor among the Mission Indians, Hore is o village of eighty-four souls living inw

Juountain fastuess which they so love they would rather die than leave it, but where

the ordinary agencies and inlluciices of eivilization will noever reach, no matter how
f D y

thickly sottled the regions below may come. A fervent religions and practical teacher, -

spending & few woeks each yoar among these Indians, might sow sced that would
never cease growing during tho intorvals of his absence. -

Exmnir G.

THE SANTA YSABEL RANCIL ;

The Santa Ysabel ranch is adjoining 1o Warner's ranch., It is woll wooded, well
watered, beautiful country, much broken by steep and stony mountains.  The ovig-
innl grant of this yanch was confirmed Mareh 17, 1858, to one José Ortego and tho
Tivirs of Bilward Stokes.  The patent was issued May 14, 1872, It is now owned by
a Captain Wilgex, who has thus far not only left undisturbed the Indian village
within the boundaries of his csbate, but has endeavored to protect the Indians by
allewing to thoe ranch lessce arcbate of $200 yearly on the rent on aceount ol the
Indians’ ceenpancy.  Thereis intho original grant of this ranch the following clauso:

4lhe grantees will leave {reo and undisturbed tho agricultural lands which the In-

Aians of San Diego are actually ocoupying.” . ‘ ;
Wae found on arriving at tho Santa Ysabel village that an intelligont young Indian
liviug there had recently been eloctod ns coneral over the Dieguino Indians in the

neighborhood. He showed to us his papers and begged us to wait till he conld have
all his captains gathered to meet us. Eight villages he reported as being under his

—
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control, Santa Ysabel, Mesa Grande, Mesa Chiquita, San Jos(, Mataguay, La Puerta,
Laguna, and Anaha,  I1le was full of interest and inquiry and enthusiasm about lus
people. ‘I want know American way,” he said_in his broken English, 1 want
make all my peoplo like American people,  How Tfind out American laws? When
white men loso cow, lose pig, they come here with pistol and say we must find or give
up man that stole, Iow wo know? Js that American law? We all alone out hers,
Wo got nobody show us, Heap things I want ask abont. I make all my people work,
We can’t work Jike American people; we ain’t got work with; we ain’t got wagon,
harness; threo old hroked plows for all these people. What we want, somo man right
hero to go to.  While you here whito man very good; when you go away troubls
same as bofore.” .

Thero are one hundred and soventy-one Indiansgin this village., Thay are very poor.
Many of their houses are of tule or brush, their clothes were seanty and ragged, some
of tho older mwon wearing but a single garment., That they had pot been idle their
big whoat field proved; botween threo and four undred sieres fencod and the wheat
well up, “low do you divide the crops 77 wo asked.  “ Evoery man knows his own
viceo,” was the reply. They sell all of this wheat that they can spare to & store-
{:wpor sowo three miles away. Ilaving no wagon, they draw the wheat there on ‘&
rort of & sledge or wood triangle, about four feet long, with slats neross it, A vope is
tied to the apex of this, then fastened to the horn of a swddle on a horse vidden by a
man, who steors tho sledgo as best ho may.  The Indiang bronght thissledge toshow
us, to prove how sorely they needed wagons,  They also made the womon bring out
all the childron-and arrabge them in rows, to show that they liad enongh for & school,
ropeating over and over that they had many more, hut they were all out digging
wild roots and vegotablos, ““If there was not great many them, my people die hun-
gry,” said tho generaly them most what we got eat.” 1t isasore gricvance to these
Santa Ysabol Indians that the Aqua Caliente Indians, only twenty miles away, liave
received from tho Government o school, plows, wagons, obe., whilo nothing whatover
has been done for them.  ““Them Aqua Caliento Indians got everything,” said the
generaly “ oot hot springs, too; make money on them hot springs ; my people got no
chanco make money.” ‘

On the second day of our stay in this region we saw four of the young general’s cap-
taing, those of Puerta San Pelipe, San José, Anaha, and Laguna,  In Puerta San
Telipo are sixty-fonr people. This village is on & confirned grant, tho ¢ Valie de San
YFelipe,” condfinmed to Fobhpe Castillo.  The ranch is now leased to a Frenchman, who
is taking away tho water from the Iudian village, and tells the capfain that the
whole village helongs to him, and that if anybody 8o much as hants o rabbit on the
place ho will put him in prison.  Theso peoplo are in great destitution and trouble,
being deprived of most of their previous means of support.  Tho Anaha captain re-
ported fifty-three peoplo in his village.  White men Had como in and fenced np land
on both sides of him, “When ho plants his wheat and grain the white menrun
their hogs into 1he fields” 5 and “when the white men find anything dead they comae
to him to make him tell everything about it, and ho hag not got anything to tell.”
The Sau José caplam had a similar story.,  The Laguna captain was a tall, swarthy,
well-to-do looking Indian, so unlilke all the rest that wo wondered wlhiat thero counld
have been in his Jife to produeo sueh a diftorence,  Hosaid nebody troubled Lim, He
had good land, plenty of water, raised grain and vegotables, everything he wanted
oxeept wateriolons. Iis village contained eleven persons; was to be resched only
by a steep trail, 1lre last four miles.  We expressed our pleasurs ab finding one lu-
dian captain and villago that were in no trouble and wanted for nothing, e
smiled mysteriously, as we afterward recalled, and reitorated that nobody tronbled
him. Tho mystery was explained later, when we discovered arceidentally in San
Diego that this Laguna village had not escapod, as wo supposced, the inroads of
white men, and that the only reason that the Laguna Indians were not in trouble
was that they had peaceably surrendered half their Jauds to a white mau, who
was living amicably among thew under a sort of contract or lease.

Exmerr 0. ‘ ;

MESA GRANDE.

Mesa Grande lies high up abovo the Santa Ysabel village and 15 wmiles west of it
Tho tract adjoins the Santa Ysabel ranch, and is, as its nane indicates, alargo table
laud.  There was sot off here in 1876 a large rescrvation, intended to include the Mesa
Grande Indian village, and also a smaller one of Mesa Chilquita; but, as usual, the
villages were outsido of the lines, and the lands reserved werv chiefly worthless. Cne
of thie sottlers in the neighborhood told us he world not take the wihole reservation
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ne o gift and pay tho taxes on it.  Tho sitnation of the Indians hore is exceedingly
unfortunate and growing more and more so daily. The good Mesn Grande lands,

“which they once owned nud oceupiod, and which should have beon secured to them

have heen fast takon up by whites, the Indians driven off, and, as tho young genera
said, “all bunched up Ll thoy haven’t got any room.”  Both tho Mesa Chilquita and
Mesa: Grando plateans aro now well undor cunltivation by whites, who have good
houses nand largo teacts feneed in, - °

They have built a good school-hiouse, whicl wo chancoed to pass at the hour of re-
cosg, and, nofing Indinn fuces among the childron, stoppod to ingquire sbout them,
There were vut of twenty-seven scholars fifteon Indians or half-breods, some of them
the children of Indians who had taken up homesteads, Weo asked tho teacher what
was the rolative brightness of the Indian and white children. Supposing that we
shared thoe uanal projudice againet Indiang, the toacher answered in a judiciously
deprecating tone, *Well, really there isn’t se much difforence botweon them as you
would suppose  “In favor of which raco 17 wo asked,  Thus snddenly onlightened
af to our antmng in the matter, the tonehor ehanged his tone, and said ho found the
Indinn ehildven fulbas belght an the whites ; in faek tho brightest scholar ho had was
a had B heeed gl v

On Lhe eonsun st tnken of Indinm in 1880 Mosa Grando and Mosa Chilquita aroe re-
wrled ag having, the fivst ono hundred and three Indiaus, tho second twenty-three,
Theroe are probably not so many now, tho Mesa Chilquita tract being almost wholly
in possession of the whites,  Tho Mesa Grandoe villago has a beaunti ful sito on a smail
strenm, in a sort of hill basin, surroundod by higher hills.  The houses are chicily

adobe, and therois on oneof {ho slopes a neat little adobe ehapel, with a shingled -

roof noarly done, of which the Indians were very prond,  There were many fields of
grain and a fow fruit orchards.  Thoe women pathered around our earriage in cager
groups, insgisting on shaking hands, and holding up their little children to shake
hands also. They have but ouco seen an agent of the Gevernment, and any evidence
of renl interest in them and their wollare tonches them deeply,

The condition of the Indians in this distriet is too fuil of complications and

* tronbles to bo written out liere in detail. A verbatim copy of o fow of our notes

tukon on the spot will give a good picture of the situation, -

¢ Qhirysanto, an Indian, pat off his farm two months ago by a white mannamed Jim
Angel, with cortifieato of hamestead from Los Augeles Tand offic.  Antonio Douro,
another, put off in same way from his farm near schiool-house,  ITo had built good
wooden house; the white man toolk thut and half his land. 1o was plowing when
the whito nean eamo and gnid: “ Gobout, I have bought this land.” They havo beon
to the agent, They have been ten times, till they are tired fo go,  Another Amorican,
named Hardy, ran an Indiah off his farm, built o house on it, then ho sold it to John-

son, and Johnson took o littlo more land and Jolhmson sold it to Stone, and he took

stitl more.  They used to be well fixed, had pleuty of stock, and hundreds of horses,
Now they ave all ponned up, and have had fo pay such fines, they havo got poor,
Whites Cake their horses and cattle and corral them and mako them pay 25 conls, 50
cents to getthem ont, ““Is that Amorican law ¥ they asked; “and i€ itis law for
Tndians' Lorses is it notsame for white men's horses 777 Bub ono Indian shub up somo
of the white men’s horses that ewmo on his land, and tho constable came and took
theur all away and made tlie Indian pay money, The Amoricans so thick now they
want ail the Indians away, so to make them go they keop acensing theu of stoaling.”
This is @ small kitho of what wo were told. It wag pitiful to sco the hopo die out
of (he Tndinny’ faces ag they laid grievanco after grievance before us, and we were ob-
liged 1o tell them wo could do nothing, except to ¢ tell the Government.,”  On our
way baek to Santa Ysabel wo were waylaid by several Indians, some of them very
aged, cach witlt the same story of having been drviven off or being in imminent dan-
ger of heing driven oft his lands. ' A
On the fallowiing day we had a long interview with one of tho whito setitlors of Mesa
Grande, and learned some particulars as toa combination into which the Mesa Grando
whites had entered to proteet thomselves against cattle and horse thieves, The young
Indinn general was presont at this interview. His boots were tooless 5 he wore an old
gingham shirt and ragged waisteout, but his bearing was full of dignity, Aecording
to the whito man’s story, this combination was nob o vigilanco committeo at all, It
was eallod # The Protective League of Mosa Grande,” and had no spocial reference to In-
dinns in any way, Aecording to the Indian genoral’s story, it was o vigilance commit-
tee, nnd all ithoIndians know very well that theirlives wers in danger from it The whito
man protesied against this and reiterated his former statements,  To our inquiry why
if the league were for the mutual protection of all eattlo ownersin tho region the eap-
tains of thoe Indian villages were not invited to join it, he repliod that he himself wonld
have been in favor of that, but that to tho average white settlor in tho région such o

suggoestion wonld be like a red rag to a bull; that he himself, howover, was o warm

friend to 1he Indians,  “ITow long you been (riond to Indians #7 psked the boy guen-
erval with guiet sarcasm, Wo afterwards Jearned by inguiry of one of the most intlu-
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ential citizens of a neighboring town that this protective leaguo was in fact nothing
moro or less than a vigilance committee, and that it meant short shrift to Indians;
but being boetrayed by ono of its members it had come to an untimely end, to the great
relief of all law-abiding people in the vidinity. e also added that the greater part
of the cattlo and borse stealing in the region was done by Moxicans and whites; not
by Indinns, . '

Whother it is possible for the Government to put theso Mosa Grnde' Indians into a
osition to protect themselves, and have anything like a fair chanco to make their
iving in their present gituation, is a question ; bub that it onught to be done, if possi-

ble, is beyond question, 1t is griovous to think that this fine tract of land, so long
owned and occupied by these Indians, and in good faith intended by tho Govern-
ment to be sob aside for their use, has thus passed into other hands. Lven if the

. reservation tract, somo threo hundred acres, has been by frandnlent ropresentations

restored to the public domain, and now occupied by a man named Cleland, who has
taken steps to patont it, the tract by proper investigation and, action could probably
be reclaimed for the Indians’use. :

Exmisit L
CAPITAN GRANDE,
Capitan Grandeis the namo of tho cafion through which the San Diego River comes

down from the Cuynmaca Mountains, whore it takesits rise. The cafionis 35 miles from
the city of San Diego, is 1o miles long, and has narrow bottom lands slong the river, in
gome places widening oub into good meadows, Itis in parts beautifully wooded and
full of luxuriant growths of shrubs and vinos and flowering plants. Tn1853a band of
Dieguino Indians were, by the ordoer of Licutenant Magruder, moved from San Diego
to this eafion (seo paper No. 1, appended hereto). These Indians have continued ever
sinee to live there, although latterly thiey have been so miuch pressed upon by white
sotilors that their numbers have been redneed. A large reservation, showing on the
record nincteon full seetions, was seb off hieve, in 1876, for these Indinns. It is nearly
all on the bare sides of tho Jnountain wallg of the eafion.  As usunl, the village site
was not taken in by the lines. Therefore white sottlers have come in and the Indians
beon driven snway., Wo were informed thab a pebition was in eireulation (or the res-
toration to the public domain of o part of this reservabtion,  Wecould nob gucceed in
finding a copy of this potition ; but 16 woes without suying that any sueh pelition
means tho taking away from tho Indiang tho few remaining hits of good land in their
possession.  Thore are now only aboul sixty Indians Joltin thiscafion.,  Bixteen years
ago there were from ono hundred and fifty to two hundred—a flonrishing community
with large herds.of cattlo and horses and good cultivated fields. It is not too late
for tho Government to reciuim tho greater part of this cafion for its rightful owner’s
use. The appended afiidavits; which woe forwarded to Washington, will show the

grounds on which we earnestly recommouded such & courso.
. © Parer No. 1L
{Copy of Colonel Magruder's order locating the Indians in Capitan G rando.]
- MissioN SaN Dinco, Febriary 1, 1883

Permission i!]mroby given to Patricio and Leandro, alealdo and captain, to culti-
vate and live at tho place called Capitan Grande, about four Jeagues to the south and
enst of Santa Ysabel, as it is with extrenio difficulty that theso Tudinng can gain o
subsistoneo on tho lands near the mission in consequoence of tho want of sufficient wa-
ter for irrigation. 1t iy anderstood that this spot, called as above, Capitan Grande,
is a part of the public domain. All porsons are heroby warned against disturbing or
interforing with the said Indiavs or their poople, in the ocoupation or cultivation of
saice Jands, Any complaints in roforonco to said eultivation or to tho right of ocen-
pancy must be laid beforo tho commanding officer of this post, in tho absence of the
Indian agent for this part of tho country.

(Signed by Colonel Magruder.)

Parer No. 2.
[Copy of affidavit of the captain of Capitan Grando Indlans and one of hls head-men. ]
Srarw orF CALIFORNIA, -
County of San Diego : :
In the application of Dauniel C, Isham, James Meade, Mary A. Taylor, and Charles

Heunsley,
Ignacio Cnro and Marcellino, being dnly sworn by me through an in terpreter, and
the words belng interproted to oach and every one of them, each for himaself deposes
and siyai o :

L am an Indian belanging to that portion of the Dipguine Indiana under the cape
tahuskip of Ignacio Curo, and residlug in tho rancheria of Capitan Grands, being niso
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a part and portion of 1he Indian people known as Mission Indians; oursaid ranclieria

et located at Capitan Grandoe, wliers we all now reside in A, D, 1853, by an order
issned by Colonel Magruder, of the Unifed States Army, loecated at the ])(')st of San
Dicgo, on February 1 of said year, 1853, That since that time wo and our families
have resided on and possessed gaid lands.  That said lands aro included in township
14 south, range 2 cast of 8an Bernardino meridian in San Diego County, Stato of
California, ) ) o ’ :
“Phat aflinnts are informed and believe that Danioel C. Isham, James Meade, Mary
A, Taxlor, iand Charles llensley have cach of them filed in the land offico of Los
Angeles their application for pre-emption or homestead of lnnds ineluded in the lands
heretolove possessed by afliants, and now ocenpied Ly the rancheria of aflinuts as a
homo for thomaelves and families,  Fhat said afliants and their tribe have constantly
occupied and partly enltivated the Iand so elaimed by said Isham, Meade, Taylor, ind
Hensley sines the year 1853, That they nor their tribo have ever signed any writing
viclding possession or abandoning their vights to said lands; but that said parties l}’
heretofore mentioned aro attompting by deceit, frand, aud violence to obfain said
Innds from afliants and the Government of the United States,  Aftiantis therefore pray -
that the land officers of the United States Government will protect thewm in their right
and stay all proceedings on the part of said claimants until the mattoer is thoroughly .
investigated and the rights of the respective purties adjudicated. '

, ‘ lanatio Curo, his -4 mark.
Witnoss: . : MARCELLINO, his 4 mark.
. M. A. Luce. ‘
: Parer No. i

$Copy of afidavif of Anthous D Ulineh in vegard to Capiton Grande Indians, and in the matter of the
: application of Daniel Isham, Josies Meade, Mary A, Taylor, and Chavles Hensley. ]

Anthony D, Ubach, being fivgt duly &worn, on oath deposes and says: I am now, 7
and have been continnoully for thie last soventeen years, Catholic pastorat San Dicgo, :
and hava frequently made ofticial visitations to thoe various Indian villages or ranche- v
rins in said conntry that 1 bave frequently daring said timo visited the Capitan o
Guande ranelierin, on thoe San Diego River, in sajd connty of San Diego; that when
1 fivst visited sadd raneheria, somo soventeen years ago, the Indians belonging to the
rancheria eultivated the valley bolow the falls on the .San Diego River and herded
and kept their stoek as far up assaid falls; that I know the place now occupied and
elaimed Ly the above-named applicants and cach of them; and also tho place oceupicd
and elaimed by Do DoW, Strong 3 that from the time I first visited said Tancheria
until the lands wero oceupied by the aforesaid white men said lands were occupied,

. cultivated, and used by the Indians of Capitan Grande ranchorin as a part of their
rancheria g that upon one occasion I acted as interproter for Capitan Ignacio Curoin
a nogotiation between said Capitan Ignacio and D. W, Strong, and that said Strong
at thint tinio rented from said 1guacio a portiou of the ranchoria Jands for beo pasture.
I also kuow that Capt. A. . Knowles and A, S, Grant also rented the lands from tho
Indians of the raucheria when they first located thore. Co
, Anrtiony D. Unacin B4
\ SAx Dirco, State of California. o . ?

Parer No. 4,

{Copy of the deposition of J. S, Mannase In the matter of the Capltan Grande Indians and the appii-
cation of Daniel Ishani, James Meade, Mary A, Taylor, nnd Chiarles Hensley. ]

SraTiE 0F CALIFORNIA,
,San Diego County: ;
J. 8. Manasse, being first duly sworn, on oath doposesand says: I ammnos, and have %
Deen continnously sinco the year 1853, a resident of said county of San Diego s thatl
have known {heso certain premises on the San Diego River, said county, known as
the Capitain Grande rancherin, ginco the year 1850 that at that thmoe and !'n_r many
vears thorealter the Indians belanging to said Capitan Grando Tancheria oceupicdand
cultivatod their fields as far up as the falls on the San Diego Riverj thatb tho prem-
ises now oceapied by the above-named applicants were so.occnpied and cudtivated by
the Indians belanging to said ranchoria during the timoe aforesgid; T know that
about one year ago Capt. A, P. Knowles paid rent to Ignacio Curo for a portion of
the Iand now elaimed by the above-named applicant, Charles Iengley ; also that when
I first know of the rancheria and for many years thereafter tho Indiaus of that ran-

cherin owned and kept there a considorabie nuinber of cattle, Liorses, and sheep.

| B J. 8. MANASSE,

]

The lands above referred to as claimed by Dr, D, W, Strong wero patented by him
September 15, 1882, They include o)l the lands formerly caltivated by the Indians
and used for stock pasturage at the hoad of the cafion, When, at the oxpiration of
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his first vear's loase of fhe trach for beo pasturage, the Indians asked if he wished to
ronew the lease, he informed them that he shonld stay and filo on the land. Tis
lines aro as follows: NE, 3 of NE. 1, 8, 4 of NE, 3, and NW. } of SE. 4, See. 2, T. 14
8., R. 2 E,, 8. B. M,, Home No. 969,

Chatles ITensley’s homestead entry is ag follows: No. 986, March 20, 1882, 8.4 of
NW. } and W, 4 of SW. 4, Scc. 22, T, 14 8., R. 2 I5,, 8. B. M. This is on the original
site of the Indian village, and Iensley is living in Capt. Ignacio Curo’s honse, for
which, after being informed that he had fo leave it at any rate and might as well get
a little monoey for it, Ignacio took a small sum of money.

Jamos Monde’s entry, which inclnded Mary Taylor's interest, is as follows : No. 987,
March 29,1882, N. 3 of NW. $ and N. 4 of NE. #, Sce. 22, T, 14 8, R. 2 B, 8. B. M.
Captain Knowles's lines wo did not ascortain, Ilo claims and in one way or another
occupies several tracts in the cafion.

Exmnit J.
TIIE SEQUAN INDIANS. /

The Sequan Indians are a small band of Dieguino Jndians living in arift of the hills
on one sido of the Sweetwater Cadion, about 20 miles from San Dicgo,  There are Tess
than {ifty of them all told. They are badly offy having for the last ten years been
more and more encroached ou by whito settlers, until now they can keep no cattie,
and Liave little enliivable land Jeft.  Thote is a small resorvation of ono section set off
for them, but the linos were nover pointed out to thom, and they said to us they did
not know whether it were truo that they had a reservation or not,  They had heard
also vhat there was an agent for the Indians, but thoy did not know whether that were
truo or not.  As nearly as wo conld determine, this village is within the reservation
lines; and if it is, some of the fields which havoe been recontly takenaway from thoe
Indians by the whites must be also.  They had the usnal handle of taltered * papers”’
to show, somo of which were 8o old thoy were hardly legible.  Ono of them was a cer-
tificate from a justice of the peaco in San Diego, setting forth that tlas justice, by
virtue of power in him vested by the California State law, did * permit heroby all
these Indiansg to occupy poaceably and without disturbance all the eortain land and
premiscs horetofore occupied and hold by theso Indians aforesaid, including all their
right and title to all other necessary privileges bhereto belonging, mainly the water
necessary for tho irvigation of their lands.”

Theso Indians are mueh dispiritod and demoralized, and wretchedly poor, Prob-
ably the bost thing for them would be, in case tho Capitan Grande Cafion is cleared
gf wgnws and agsured to tho Indians, to remove there and join the Capitan Grande

and,

Exmmnir K.
TIE CONEJOS,

Thoe Concjos are of tho Dicgnino tribe.  Their village issaid to ho partly on the Cap-
itan Grande Reservation, Onowman familiar with the region told us thatb the reservation
line ran through the center of the Concjos village,  Thevillageisreached only by anine-
miles horsoback trail, and wo did not visit it. The captain came to San Diego to seons
and we also loarned many particnlars of the village from an intelligent ranchwoman
who has apent eleven summeoers in ibs vicinity., There are thitly-bwo men, twenty-six
women, and twenty-two ehildren in the band,  Thoy have good ficlds of wheat, and
aiso corn, squashes, and beans; yobt thero is not a plowin thoe village.  The captain is
very strennous in hisofforts tomake all his Indiang work,  Whon strangoe Indians come
to the village to visib thoy also are set to work.  No one is allowed to remain longor
than three days withont londing a hand ab thoe village labor.  They are a strong and
rohust band, They say thiey have always lived in their presont placo, The eaptain
nsked for rlows, harnesses, and “all things to work with,” also for somo clothes for
his very old men and wonten,  Ho also bogead to be ““told all the things e onght to
kuow s gaid no agent had over visitod them, and *“ no one ovor told themn any thing.”

In many of their perplexities they ave in the habit of consulting Mrs, Gregory, and

lie often mounts hor horse and rides nine miles to be present at one of their couneils,

an Ioug ngo one of their nmnber, a very young Indian, having stahbed a white man
Hving near Julinn, was arvestod, put in jail, and in innninent danger of being lynehad
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by the Julian mob, They were finally persuaded, however, to give him up to his
tribe to ba tried and punished by them,  Mrs. Gregory was gent {or to be present at
tho trinl. The facts in the case were, that the Irishman had attempted to take the
young Indian’s wife by force. " The husband interfering; the Irishiman; who was
druuk, fired at him, upon which the Indian drow his knife and stabbed the Irishman.
Mrs, Qregory found the young Indian tied up in tho suow, a cirele of Indians sitting
around im. Rocounting the facts, the captain said to Mrs. Grogory, ““ Now, what do
vou think I ought to do$”  “Would you think ho desorved punishinont if it were au

ndian ho had stabled under the samne circumstances?” asked Mrs. Grogory. ‘fCer-
tainly not,” was thereply, ¢ wo should say ho did jusbright.” 1 think so, too,” said
Mras. Grogory ; ““the Irishman desorved to be killed.” But tho captain said the white
people would be angry with him if no punishnient were inflicted on the young man;
so they whipped him and banished him from the rancheria for one year. Mis. Greg-
ory said that during thoe eloven yoars that they had kopt their cattle ranch in the
naighborheod of this village, but one cow had ever boen stolon by the Indians; and
in that instance the Indians themsolvos assisted in tracking the thief, and punished
him severely, .

Exmipir L.
PALA AND ITS NEIGHBORIIOOD.

In the days of tho prosperily of the San Luis Roy Mission, Pala was ono of its chief
appanages. It lies an casy day’s journey from San Luis Roy, in the valloy of the San
Luis Rey River. Tt has also o little stronny of its own, the Pala Creek. Itis o beautiful
spot, surronnded by high hills, with wooded spars, and greon bits of meadow horo and
there. The rajns of tho old mission buildings are still standing, and services aro held
govoral times a year in the dilapidated ehapol. 1o has always boon o favorite spob
with the San Luis Rey Indians, some five ot six hundred of whom are living in tho
region, The chief softlements are Pala, Panma, Apecho, La Jolla, and Rincon. At

Pala, La Jolla, and Rincon are reservations. Of tho Pala Reservation somo tracts have -

boen restored to the public domain, to be patented to whites.  Tho remaindor of this
reservation, so far as we could learn its location, coutains vory little good laud, the
craator part of it being in the wash of the crock. The Rincon Reservation®is better,
Tming at tho liead of the valley, directly on tho river, walled into the south by high
mountaing, It is, a8 its namo signifies, in a corner.  Hore is a village of noarly two
hundred Indians; their fields are fonced, well irvigated, and under good cultivation
in grains and vegetables. Thoy have stock—cnttle, horses, and sheep,  As wo drove
into thovillage, an Indian boy wason hand with Liis hoo to instanily repair the break
in tho embankment of the ditches across which wo wore obligud to drive. Theso
Indians hiave beonreported tousas boing antagonistic aud troublesome, having refused
fo Lavo s Quvernment school established there. Upon inquiry of them we found that
the latter fact was true.  Thoy said they wanted n title to their lands, and till they
had that they did not wish to accept anything from the Governmoent; that the agent
had promised it to themn again and again, bus that they hiad now lost faith in ever
setting it The captain said: “Tho Commissioners como oite day and tell us we own
the lands and fields; the next day comos somobody and measures, and then we are
out of our houses and fields, and have to live like dogs.” On tho ontskirts ol this vils
lage is living a hall-breed, Andvew Scott, who claimg somoe of the Indians’ fiolds, aud
éuts ofl part of their water supply. 1os reported as solling whisky to them, and in
this and other ways doing them great harm, It is not improbabloe that Lo would be
found to bo within the reservation lines.

. Bokween tho Rineon and Pala lies the Pauina village. It is on tho Pauma raich,
the purchase of which for Indian occupancy we havo recoimmoended to the Govera-
went. This ranch is now rented, and the Indians are muel juterfored with by the
lessee, who is naturally reluetant to loso tho profit off o single acro of the land, There
is in the oviginal grant of the Panma ranch the following claunse: ¢ They shall have
~freo tho arablo lands now occupied by the Indians who are catablished tlioreon, as
also the lands they may need for their small quantity of live stock.” _

Tho La Jolla region we were unable to visit.  The Indian village is anid to bo out-
aide tho reservation lines, Thero is o elaim agninst this tract, and the La Jolln eap-
tain told us that the parties ropresenting it had said to him that they were coming in
with sheop next year, and would drive all the Indians out. Upon inquiry ab the sur-
veyor-goneral’s office in San Franeigco in regard to tho La Jolla tract, we loarnoed that
there is a record on file in the atehives of that department purporting to show that
there was o grant made in favor of the Indians of San Luis Rey, Pablo, and J 036 Apis,
for a tract of land named Ln Jolla, in the immediate vieinity of the Valle de Sun José,
dated November 7, 1845, signed by Pio Pieo; deposited in the archives January dl,

i

o T, Sy




iis
at
he
as
1.
ag
o
1
e

id

13
Ve
[ =]

ie
1d

oo,
= gyl A

et

v e oS

R A ARV e e

- 4878, From Mr. Chauncey M. Hayes, a resident

MISSTON " INDIANS IN CALIFORNIA. 21

of San Luis ey, the agent of the

Pauma ranch, we received e following lotter on tho subject of Ly Jollnt
" La Jolla was granted November 7, 1845, by the Mexican Government to Jos6 and
Tablo Apis Indians, Jxpediente No. 242, and is recorded in tho surveyor-gencral's
ollice, in hook No. 4, p. 17. It was not presetited to the land commisstoner in 1558,
and remained without any action being taken. Col. Cave J. Coutr, now deccased,
bought the interest of the grantees, and @ contract was afterwards made between
Judee L. D, Sawyer, of San Ifrancisco, and himself to securo its approvil by a spe-
cial et of Congress, Ahout threo years ago an act was passod approving the grant
for about 8,848 acros, resorving therefrom all Jands then ocenpiod. If this included
Indians thore wonld.not be much of. La Jolla Jeft.” ’
It is evident that this is & elaim which should be closely investigated, The proba-

bilities are that it would not bear sneh investigation. In Dala some of the Indiang
hiad been cjectod from {hoir homes under cireumstances of great cruelty and 111,%‘1%300;
attidavits setting torth tho facts in th finglon

Gir case wore forwarded by us to Wad
(sco Paper No. 1, appended heroto), 1t is to ho hoped that tho Indians can bo rein-
gtated in their homes. If the Panma 1

-anch be purchased for Tndian oceupancy, &s wo
recommend, it will, with the present reservation tracts of tho Rincon, Pala, and La
Jolla, make a sizable block of iand, where the Indians will be comparatively freo from
white iitrusion, and where they will have a good chance to support themselves by

agriculture and slock-raising:
Daper No. 1, appended 1o xhibit L.

.

Gnotano Golsh, and others, 1o o cortain plece of land in town-
.

ship of Pala.]

Putricio Soberano and Felipe Joqua, heing duly sworn by mo through an interpre- -
ter, and the words horeof being interpreted to pach and cvery one of them, each for
Limsolf doposes and says: Lam an Indian, belonging to that portion of $he.San Luige-
nos Indians under the caplainship of José Antonio Sal, and belonging in the rancheria
of Pala. I have occupied tho land in question over since my childhood, togthor with
Geronimo Lugo and Luis Ardillo, our wivesand families numbering inall twenty-nine
persons.  Ihavo resided on the Jand in question coutinuously until December, 1832,
About five yoears ago ono Artliur Clolsh rented of Luis Ardillo @ portionof raid land for
thiroo months at a rental of §5 per month, After this, said (tolsh elaimed the property
of Ardillo and of the three other Indians; ordered thom to loavo; usoed threats; on
one occasion aimed a pistol ab Patricio Soberano. e then procecded to filo on the
land, and obtained a patent for the land while these Indians wore still residing upon
it.  The said Indians had npon the said land four houses, one of which isadobo, vari-
ous inclosed ficlds, and a long diteh for bringing irrigation water to the said lands.
In spito of the threats of Arthur Golsh and others we continued to occupy tho lands
until Decomber, 1882, when we woere

[Affidavit of tho claims of Arthur Golsh,

informed by Agont 8. 8, Lawson that if wo did

not leave voluntarily we would be put oft by the shoriff,
Said affiants therefore pray that gaid land be returned to tho gaid Indians by the

United States Government,
Sligned by Patricio Soberano and Felipoe Joqua in presenco of the justice of the peace,
in Pala.

ExminiT M.

THE PACIIANGA INDIANS,

This little band of Indians is worthy of a special mention. They are San Luisenos,
and formerly lived in the Temocula Valley, whero they had good adobo houscs anda
large tractof land under cultivation. Theruins of those lounses aye still standing there,
also thoir waldled graveyard full of graves. There had been a settlement of Indinns in
thia Temeenla Valley from timo immeniorial, and at the timo of tho seenlarization of the
Imissions mauy ol tho neopliytes of San Luis Roy returnod thither to their old home.
At tho timo of the outbreak of the Agun Caliento Indians, in 1851, these Temoeula In-
diaps refused to join in it and moved their families and stock to Los Angeles for pro-
tection. 1'ablo, {hoir chiof at that time, was & nian of some edneation, could read and
write, and posgussod largo Therds of eattlo and horses. This Taneeula Valley wasa part
of tho tract given to the San Luisonos and Dieguinos by the treaty of January 3, 1853,
referred to in tho body of this report. (Sce pago —) In 1873 a decrce of ejoctment
against these Indians was obtained in the San Francisco courts without the Indiang’
knowledge. The San Diogo Uuion of September 23, 1875, says on the subject

“For forty years these Indians havo been recognized as the most thirifty and indus-
trions Indinns in all California,  For more than, twenty years past these Indiaus have
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been yearly told by the United States commissioners and agents, both gpecial and
penernl, a8 woll as by their legal counsel, that they conld remain on theso lands.
Now, without any proviens knowledgoe by them of any procecdings in court, thoy are
ordoted o leave their lands aud homes,  Tho ovder of gjectmont s been served on
them by tho sherift o San Diega County s Ho is not only commanded to remove hese
Tudians, but to tukoe of their property whatover may be required to pay the costs in-
currad in the suit.”

Jommenton the oxtracts wonld bo superfluons, Thore is noe often so much'of history
condensed in the samo number of newspapor paragraphs, A portion of theso Temeeuly
Indiaus, wishing to remain asneav gheir old homes and the graves of their doad s pos-
silile, went over in the Paclinga eanon, only 3 miles distant, It wias o batren, dry
spot 3 bint the Indians sunk a well, built new houses, and went torwork again.  In the
spring of 1332, when wo first visited the placy, thero was g considerable amount of land
in wheat and barley, anil a little fencing had beon dono. I July, 1882, tho tract was
get off by Exceutive ovder asa resorvation for tliese Indians,  Inthe following May we

vistted tho valley again,  Our fiest thought on entoring it was, would thatb all porsons

who still hold to the beltof that Indians will nob work could seo this vatioy. It would
Lo hardly an extremo statement to say that tho valloy was one continnous field of grain,
At loust Fonr times tho amount of tho provious yenr had Leon planted,  Corrals had been
built, fenit orchards started; ono man had oven so far followed white men’s example as
to fonco in hisovchard a piceo of the road which passed hisplaco, Tho whole expression
of the place had ehanged; so greatn atimulus had thero been to the Indiansin even the
slight additional senso of seeurity given by tho Exeeutive order sotting oft their yalley
as arescrvation.  And,strangely enougl, as if nature hersol £ liad conspired at once to
help and to avenge theso Indians in the Temecunla Valloy from which thoy had béoen
driven out, the whita men’s grain erops werd thin, poor, hardly worth cutting; while
the Indians ficlds were waving high and green—al bogetlier tho best wheat aud barley
wo had seen in the county. 1t is fortunate that this Hitle nook of cultivable land was
ot aside ag o reservation,  Iad it nof been it would have beon ¢ filed on” bofore now
Ly tho whites in the region, who plreadly look with ouvy and chagrin on the crops the
Indian oxiles have wrestod from land nobody thonglht worth taking np.

A Government sehool hins beon oponed hore within tho past year, andathe scholars
have made good progress.  Wo found, hoavever, much anpleasant feeling wmong tho
Iudiang in regard to the toacher of this school, owing to his having o fow yearshelore
driven off four Indinn families from their lands at Pala,and patented the lands to
himself. There wero also other ramors seriously allecting his moral charactor, which
led us to make the suggestion in regard o the omploymout of female teachars in these
Indian schouls, (Seo roport rocommendation,)  As one of the Indiang forcibly said,
to st such mon as this over schools was like sotting tho wolf to take cave of the
lambs,

These Pachanga Indians had, before tho sotting aside of their tract as a reservation,
taken stops towards tho securing of their cafion and the dividing it among thomselves
ander the provisions of the Indian homestead act, They wore counsoled to this, anhd
assisted init by Richard Engan, of San Juan Capistrano, well kunown as a good friend
of the Indians, They have oxpreasod themsolves a8 deeply regrotting that they wero
persuaded to abandon this plan and have tho tract gob off 28 o resorvation.  They

wero told that they could in this way got their individnal titles just as sccuroly asud.,

without cost. TFinding that they have no individual titles, and can not get them, thoy

"are greatly disappoiuted. It would seem wise to allow them as soon as possible to

carry out their original jntention. They are quite ready and fit for it.

)

ExamsiT N,

‘ TILE DESERT INDIANS.

The Indians known as the Desert Indinus ave chicfly of the Calilla tribe, and are all
wnder the control of an aged chief named Cabezon, who is said to have more powor and
influenee than any Indian now living in California. Theso Indiang settloments are lit-
ernly in thoe dosort; somo of them boing in that depressed basin, many feet bolow seq
level, which all travelors ovor tho Southern Pacific Railroad will recolloet, Thoro is
in this desert ono reservation, called Agua Calicute, of about 60,000 neres, Yrom the
best informiation that we can gob this i8 all barron, dosers land, with only one spring
init. These Desert. Indians aro wratehedly poor, and need fielp perhaps more than
any others in sonthern Californin. Wo were unable to visib theso {ndmns porsonally,
but were so fortunate as to induce Capt. J. G. Standoy, o former Indian agent for the
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“Mission Indians, and a warm friend of theits, to go out in our stead and report to us

on their condition. Iis report is herewith given:

¢ Mrs. 11, J1, JACKSON

W MaDAM : 1 compliance with your request, I proceeded to the Cabezon Valley and
have endeavored, as far as possible with the lmited time at my command, to ascer-
tain the present condition and actual necessiticd of these Indians that still inhabit
that portion of tho Colorado Basin known as the Cabezon Valley, that heing also the
namo of tho hewd ¢hiof, who, from the hest information that can he obifained, 4ot
less than ninoeby and probably one hundredycars old, and who still has great inflnenco
with a1l the Indians in that rogion. I found it impracticalilo to visib i1l the ranch-
ering, and accordingly sent out runuers and called a comncil of all the Indians of all
the villages to bo lield ata point on the railroad known as Waltor's Station, that being
the most contral point,  Thenext day there weropresent incouncil about.ono hundred
Indiang, including the captains of all the rancherias and theold chict Gubezon, Huv-
ing been aperial agent under tho old superintondent system, and well nequainted with
the Indiany, I was reccived by them with the groatest cordiality. I read and inter-
preted your letter to Cabezon, and also cxplained that yon were not ahlo to visit them
in person on account of ill health. The Indjans, through their gpokesman or inter-
preter, then stated their cause of complaint. Tirst, that Mr. Lawson had never vis-
ited thoir villages nortaken any intorest in their welfaro; that he had allowed his
interpreter, Junn Morengo, to talko tho advantage of them; that Juan Morengo had
mado n contract for them with a manin San Bernardine to cat wood on Jand claimed
Ly thoe Indians for the railroad company, hio taking the lion’s sharo on tho profits, and

agrecing topay them every Saturday in money ; that Juan Morengo took sowe £200

belonging to the Indians and appropriated it to Lis ownuse; that the contraetor did
nob pay as agreed, but wishied tlie Indians to take poor flonr and other articles at a
great price,  There may bo somo oxaggeration of tho causes of complaing, but it is
cvident that no éne hay looked aftor tho rights of thoeso Indians., Tho Indians have
stoppud eutting tho wood, and thoey say the contractor tolly them hs will send others
to cub wood if they will not do it.” 1T understand vightly this is Government land,
and no one has a right {o eut the timber. Tt is troe, it is mesquite timber, and they
profess Lo cut only thoe dry trees, but the niesquito is invaluablo to the Indians, - 16
not only makes their fires, bub its fruit supplies thom with alarge amonnt of subsist-
ence. Tho mesquite hean is used greon and dry, and atthe present time ig their prin-
¢ipal article of food. Morcover, without the mosquite tree the valloy would be an
absolute desert,  The woodd (the dead trees) could bo made a source of employment
and profitable rovenuo to the Indians if ent with propoer rogulationy, hub the present
modo is destruction to the timber and benefits but few of tho Indiuns. I have ox-
tended any remarks on this subjeet, as I think it very important. It the wood is
to bo cut the Indians should be supplicd with wagons and harness that they may
do all the work of delivering the wood and get the profib of their labor. I would
sugeest that it is very important that a tract of country Do segregated and set
apart for theso Indiaus, Thore is a vast amount of desert land in their country,
Lut there ate spols in it that hiave boen occupied by them for Iindreds of years
whoro wheat, corn, melous, and ofhier farm products can ho grown. Thores is very
littlo ruuning water, but water is so near the surface that it can bo casily developed.
Tho Indians appear to know nothing of any lands boing scb apart for them, but
clain the wholo tertitory they have always oceupied. I think that to avoid com-
plications something should'be done for those Indians immoediately to protect their
interests. At present theve are eight villages or ranchorias, each with its own cap-
tain, but all retognizing old Cabozon as head chicf. I ascertained from cacl captain
the numikor belonging to his village, and 1 found the aggrogato to be 560 sonly, Theso
Tndians are not what are called Christianized Indians, Thoy never belonged to the
missions and havo never been received into any church, They boliove in spirits and
witcheraft.  While I was among thom I was told by a white man that tho Indians
intendod 1o kill ono of their mumber because ho had bewitched aman and made him
sick. I asked tho interpreter aboutit, Jlo acknowledged it to bebrue, but said they
only intendod to frighion him so that he would Jet the man alone, 1 toldhim it would
be wrong to kill the Indian, avd ho said they would notdo it They are very anxious
to have schools established amongst them, and are willing to all live in one village if
a suilable placo can be selected.  Ishall offer as my opinion that Immediate steps
should ho talken to set apary lands for these Indians, that they be permitted to ent
wood for sale only on the public Jands in Caboezon Valley, that no onc be permitted to
cut any green timber in the vadoy, that two strong wagons and harness for twelve
horses o farnished (or loanod) to the Indians for the purpose of liauling wood only,
that lumber o furnished to make sheds for said wagons and harnces. The Indians
have horses of their own.
“All of which is respectfully submited.
: #J, G. Braxiey.”

v
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Exmprr O.

»

TIIE SAN GORGONIO RESERVATION,

This is tho only reservition of any size or value in southern Califernia. It lies in

the San Gorgonio Pass, between the San Bernardine and San Jacinto Mouutains, The
Southern Pacitic Railrond passes throughout it It is n largo tract, including a con-
sideralile proportion of threo town “ips. It is anexposed situation, opan to the desert
witds, aud very hot in snmmer. ~ A small white settloment, called Banning, lies in
this district. Most of tho titles to theso sobtlemonts ave said to have been acquired
betfore the roservation was set off,  We received from tho settlers in Banning the fol-
lowing letter: ' .

“To Mrs. Jackson and Mr. Kinney, commissionera, oo, :

“At n public meeting of all tho residents on the lands reserved for Indian purposes,
held at Banning, lin San Gorgonio ’asy, San Bernardine County, Cal,, it was re-
solved that a delegation from our inhabitants be appoiuted to proceed to San Bor-
nardino and lay before the commissionors a statemont of tho existing status of the
Jands reserved for Indian purposes as aflecting the eitizens resident on thoso town-
ships known as 2 and 38, R. 1 E. and 2 8, R. 2 E., in S8an Bornardino meridian.
Believing that it 1s of the utmost importance that you should become conveorsant
with facts affoeting tho condition and future well-boing of the Indians whom it is
designed to placo upon these lands, wo respectfully request a hearing.  Among those
%‘:wi s as aflecting tho residonts directly, and more romotely the Indians, ave tho fol-
QWi s

“Ilhiero s in San Gorgonio Township, of which these Iands are a part, & populition
of 250 souls. In Township 8 8;; R, 1 1., is tho villago of Banning, which is the busi-
ness conter of the snrtenuding country, und has an iminediatoly snrrounding popula-
tion nunbering 50 souls. It has post and express officos, railrond depof, district
school, chureh organization, goneral merchandisoe store, the flume of the San Gorgo-
nio Fluniing Company, two magtstrates ; and during tho last year there was sild or
shippad from this place plone Tully 20,000 bushels of whoat and barley, over 200 tons
of baled hay, o Iarge mmonnteof honey, butter, egas, poultry, live stock, cte,, besides
200 cords of wood, Although more than half of the area of thig towuship is in the
wauntaing and uninhabited, from the remaining portion, which is surveyed land,
therg is at this timo fully 1,200 acres in graiu, and the value of the improved prop-
erty is over $50,000, exclusivé of railroad propeity, Vestod interests have been ao-
quirad to all the water available for irrigation under thio codo of laws existing in this
State.  Waolls have repeatedly been dug without success in this township, United
States patents to Yands wera granted iu this township Jong antorior to the Executive
order reserving the lands for Indian purposes; and since then the population lias not
ereaseds No Indian has within the memory of man residod in this township,
There are not over two entiro sections of land in the entire area left available for
anltivation, and on these, without abundance of water, no one could possibly succeed
in carning a livelihood. One of these sections was oceupicd and was abandoned, the
attompt to raise a cereal erop having failod. The extromo aridity of the climato
renders tho succossful growth of coreals problematical evon when snmmer fallowing
is pursued, and the mmount of human casualty possessed by thoe average Indian does
notusnally embrace the poriod of two years, Tointersporse Indiaus between white
settlers who own the railroad land or odd sections and the romaining portions of the
Government sections where a ¢ no fenco? law exists, as hore, would not, bo conducive
{0 the well-heing of the Indians, and would result in a depreciation of our propoerty
alike needless and disastrons, In township 2 8., R. 2 E.; thero are not over eighty
acres available—that in Weaver Creek Cafion, where tho water wis acquired and util-
ized befors the Executive order and tho legal right well established. In township 2
8., R. 1 E., sottloments were made many yours before the issue of the order of reser-

vgtion, espocially on od@-nunihered sections or railroad lands, as then supposed to bo, -

and these Dona fido settlers have acquired claims in cquity to thewr improvements.
On ono ranch in thistownslip, that of Messrs. Smith & Stowart, who have cultivaled
and improved tho mesa or bench lands, there was producod several thousand sacks of
erain, bub this involved sneh an outlay of capital and knowledge, besidos experionce
in grain growing, stich as Indians do hobt possess. In this township, ombracing the
throo mentioned, there are wpward of forty voters, und these unanimously and re-
speetfully ask you to grant us o houring, when we ean reply to any interrogalories you
may be pleascd to make, If you will%{indly nanie the fime when to you conveniout,

the undersignod will at once wait upon you, ) W, K, DunNLaAr,
" : : “pBurx, W, SMITIL
- © 48, Z, MILTARD,
- S WrLwoon MURRAY.
: “(dro, C LA,

“1, A, ScoTT.
G, Scor”
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Thore is upon this San Gorgonio Reservation a considerablo amonnt of tillable Tand,
There are also on it geveral small but good water rights,  One of {hese springs, with
the adjacent land, is occupicd by an Indiar village called the Poterro, nunbering
about sixty souls ; an indnstrions littlo connmunity, with a good amountof land fenced
and undoer cultivation. These Indians are in groat tronble on account of their stock,
tho approaches to pheir stock ranges having heon by degrees all fenced off by white
sebtlers, Joaving the Indians no place where they can run their cattlo without risk of
Leing corralled and keps till finos wro paid for their rolease. All the other springs
except this one are held by whito settlors, who, with one exception, wo were informed,
have all come on within the past fivo years. They elaim, howover, to have honght
tho rights of former settlers. ~ Ono of the lurgest blocks of this reservation lies npon
the San Bornardino Mownitain, aud is a fair stock rango. It is now nsed for this pur-
pose by a man namued Hylor,  The noxt largest available block of Tand on the reser-
vation is now under tilligo by tho dry system by the firm of Smith & Stowart.  Thero

"is also o beo ranch on the reservabion belonging to Ilerron & Wilson. One of the

gprings and tho land adjacent aro hold by a man named Jost, e is on ungurveyed
land, but claims that by private survey he has ascortained that he is on an odd-num-
bered soction, and has mado application to the railroad for thoe same. o requosted
us to submit to the Dopartment his estimato of the value of his improvements. [l iy
appended to this exhibit. It scems plain from the above facts, and from thoe Jotter of
the Banning gontleman, that aconsiderabloniumber of Indians coulid be advantageously
placod on this reservation if the whites wore removed, Ty wonld be necessary to ac-
quire whatever titles thero may bo to tracts included in tho reservation; also to de-
velop the water by the constriiction of resorvoirs, ote., probably to purchase some
sall water righfis.  Betimating roughly, wo would say by an expenditure of {rom
$30,000 to $40,000 this resorvation could ho ronnded out and put into readiness for In-
diang. It ought to bo most emphatically stated and distinetly understood, that with-
out some such preparation as this in tho matter of water rights and channels tho
Ihdians cin not bo pubthere. I is hardly possible for one nufamiliar with the south-

~ern California country to fully understand how necessary this is. . Without irriga-

tion the greater portion of the lind is worthless, and all arrangeménts for develop-

ing, economizing, aud distributing water arce costly. This is an ohjection to tho San

Gorponio Resorvation, There are two others.  The Indians for thesmost part havo
an exceoding dislike to the region, amd will nover go there voluntarily; perhaps
only by forece. 'The alternative of railvoad scctions with the sections of the reserva-
tions will surely lead to troubles in the future betwoeoen she whité settlors and the
Indians. Theso are gorious objoctions; but it is the only large block of laund the Gov-
ernment hag loft available for the purpose of Indian eccupancy. ,

~

Paper No. 1, appended to Bxhibit O,

“

[Claim of C. T. Jost and wife for improvemonts in San Gorgonio Reservation, Banning, San Bernar
dino County. §

Settlod on section 25, T, 2 8., R. 1 E‘,‘S. B. M., San Boernardino County, in May, 1875,
Bought out other white sebt/io_rs. old railroad permission to settle on land; of date,

Novembor, 1875. ~
IMPROVEMENTS. .
Touso cavn .. et aeeaemmen s eeasaae e s tamremnemansacasocansecansse $300.00
Barn (o ...... . beeiecececananann S 610010
MilK-OUSO - ciuvrucmecnanansanneesontcastoanmmesnne vnn v eeseueuma . a e 50,00
B O T U5 4 S G S 50. 00
GUANary coeeeoiclonceeedosemanncannas e tmeesemne suswneen et neaa 50. 00
Potato houso and cellar.cvecreecimeceimenie civrenee st reebma e 50. 00
Chiicken house..... remececctanaana Cemeaeans ceeccacsancaesansannnnnraccave 20,00
Two board flumos. coces coceeemeeanecacucnancennn A P 50, 00
Two water dams ... ... cemee e e een weamianne feemaessmasdean. 20, 00
Honey-houso.... ... et e eameacae e e mnae emes auc e en b e e . 10. 00
Wire fencing..ve cevneanns e enaoun Ceeensusmaeeecarae - cemameemnaeas 300,00
Other foncing ... ... R, e e e emeeemusaareminnsumanannneann 200,00
170 fruit trees (mostly bearing this year).ee eeleveevee venvansvunwecvreeeas 400,00
Breaking up god land and draining land...... e ceremee emneennans  ROV.00
Amount paid to first white settler for claim (no improvements)......e..... 250,00
2,100, 00

On thoe 1st of Juno I will havo $50 worth of ced potatoes in the gronnd, and labor
$100. 14 is necensary to plow the ground three times to properly prepave it for pota-
toes,  This crop in Docember of tho samo year is worth $500 to $600 in the markets,
ITay o abont seventy stands of bees, worth, say, $300, which, if I i moved, will bo b
lead lows,

S, Bop. §~—21
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Examsit P,

¢ "

THE PAUMA RANCIIL,

1

The Pauma ranch lies on the San Luis Rey River, betwoeon the Rincon and Pala Res-
ervations. 1t containg 3 leagues of land, largely npland and miesa, good for pas-
turage and dry farming, It ean Lo irrigatod by bringing water from the San Luis
Rey River. There is some timber on ib; also some bottom lands along the river and
along the Pauma Creck.  The vanch is the property of Bishop Mora, who mado to us
the followiug proposition for its salo: .

1< )or the sum ol $31,000 in gold coin of the United Statos of North America. T aan
disposed to sell to the Govornment of the United States, for the benofit of the Mission
Tndiaug, the ranch ealled Panma Ranch, in the county of San Diego, containing
3 leagunes of land, moro or fess, reserving to mysell and to my assigneci—1st, 2 acros
of Iaud whereon the present Indinn chapel stands; 2d, 820 aeres on one balf:section
on the south side ol the public road leading to Pali, whereon the framoe house stands
formerly belonging to Joagquin Amat.  Torms, cash ou delivery of deod of gale. This
offer is made with the proviso that the transaction isto be concluded on or before tlie
31st day of October of the present yoar. :

: ~ ’ fT'RANCIS MORA,

U Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles.

“SANTA YNEZ, SANTA Barbara CouNty, May 14, 1883.”

Upon being infornied by us that this condition of time of sale would mdke it im-
possible for its to sccurs these lands for the Indians, the bishop in the following noto
waived that condition: . ' "

, ' SaN Luis Osispo, May 21, 1883,
Mrs. WirriaMm S. JACKSON: : ‘

Dxrar MRrs., JacksoN: Your favor of tlie 17th instant has been reccived. I feel.

heartily thankful for tho interest you take in behalf of our Indians, and do with pleas-
ure waive the condition as regards to the timoe, and will let the offer stand until the
proposed bill has been voted on by Congress; providod; howover, that the purchase

. cau bo brought to a cleso during spiing or summer of the yoar 1884, aud subject to

one year’s loase, which will conclude Decomber 31, 1884, because I must {ry pendente

transactione to gob enonﬁh to pay taxes,

Hoping you will reach homo in good health,

Yours, sffoctionately, ‘
: FraNcis Mona,
Bishop of Monterey and Los dngcles.

It should be distinctly understood that Bishop Mora in making this offer, and gen-
erously allowing it to stand open for so long a time, isinflnenced by & warm desire for
the welfare of the Indians.

. D

. BExHsiT Q.
Proposition for the sale of the Santa Ysabel ranch to the United States Government.

. Los ANcrLEs, Cal., May 19, 1883.
Mrs. HELeN HUNT JACKSON and Anpor KiNNgy, Bsq., _
Special Comniissioners to the Mission Indians:
_ Bhould the United States Government.wish to purchase the Santa Ysabel rancho,
in San Diego County, Cal., containing 4 leagues of land, or about. 18,000 acres, wo
will sell said rancho for the sumn of ninety-five thousand dollars ($95,000), gold coin.
Respectfully,
) : : HARTSHORNE & WILCOX,
‘ . By E. ¥\ SrENcE, 4gent, y

ExuamsiT R.

AN ACT for the government and protoction of Iridians, pussed by tho California State logislaturo

‘ . April 22, 1850, - .

SEctioN 1. Justicos of the peace shiall have jurisdiction in all cases of complaints
by, for, or against Indians in their respectivo townships in this State. '

Skc. 2. Persons and proprietors of lands on which Indians are residing shall permit

such Indians peaceably ta reside on such lands nwnmolestod in the pursuit of their

o A
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usnal avocations for the maintenance of themsglves and their funilics ; provided the
whito person or proprictor in posscession of such lands may apply to u justico of the
peace in the township whoro the, Indiang reside to set off to such Indiang a certain
amount of land, and-on such application tho justice shall set olf & suflicicnt amount
of land for the necessary wants of such Indiang, including the site of their village or
residenco H they so prefer it, and in no caseshall such seloction bo made to the prejn-
dico of such Indiaus; nor shall they he forced to abandon their homes or viluges
whero they havo resided fof a number of years; and aithor party feeling themselves
aggrioved can appoal torthe county court from the decision of the justics, and then,
when divided, a rocord shall ho made of the lands 80 sot off in the court so dividing
thom; and the Indians shal bopermittod to remain thereon until otherwise provided
for. A v

This act has never been repealod, nor, so far as wo conld learn, coinpliod within o
singlo instanco. To-day it would bo hold as of no value in tho California courts. '
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