( Pala Band of Mission Indians
Fee to Trust Application
Rancho Luna Mia
APN # 110-090-19, 110-090-20

BACKGROUND/.AND DATA:

the newly purchased reservation of Pala. The villages moved included Cupa, San Jose, Puerta La
Cruz, Puerta Ignoria (Noria), Tawhee, Mataguay, Puerta de San F elipe, and San Felipe. While
the army took a majority of these people to Pala with what they could carry on their backs and in

were Cupefio, that is, the people from Cupa or Warner’s Hot Springs. During the next few years,
several picces of land were removed from the newly created Pala Reservation because
tourmaline gem crystals were discovered there. Bureau correspondence indicates that it was not
bureau policy to include lands containing minerals, but only farm and grazing lands. Thus the
mining properties, which could have provided a good income to the Indians, were removed from
the reservation, Subsequently from 1903 to 2002 there were several additions made to the
Reservation which include 15,617.376 acres. The subtractions made from the Reservation
include 3,640 acres; which leaves a net total acreage of 12,297.376 acres. Of those 12,297.376
acres 1,159.04 acres have been allotted to Individual Tribal Members and their subsequent heirs,
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/ The Tribe is duly governed by its Constitution and By Laws adopted (4% i Aittached
Dereto as Exhibit 2. The existing trust lands include both Tribally owned Individually

isti o Jesidential units, the Tribes

Hotel/Casino & Spa, Tribal Administration Complex including a sports complex, Fire Station,

The Pala Band of Luiseno Mission Indians of the Pala Reservationis a Federally recognized
Indian Tribe as shown in the Federal Register Vol. 70, No. 226, dated November 25, 2005,
attached hereto as Exhibit 3,

The Tribe therefore submits this lication in accordance with the policy requirements of 25
CFR 151.3 Land Acquisition Policy, (3) When the Secretary determines that the acquisition of
the land is necessary to facilitate tribal self~determination, economic development, or Indian
Housing.

FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION 25 CFR 151.10: The following information is
submitted to the Bureau of Indian AfYairs to facilitate the review and consideration of the request
of the Pala Band of Luiseno Mission Indians to take a 49,53 acre parcel known as Rancho Luna
Mia into trust for the benefit of the Tribe.

CIOR 1 (25 CFR 151.108): The existence of statutory authority for the acquisition
and any limitations contajned in sauch authority:

g The Pala Band of Luiseno Mission Indians is recognized as an American Indian Tribe by the
( Secretary of the Interior. The Pala Band is organized under its “Articles of Association” that

wete adopted on August 15, 1959, in an election called for that purpose by the Assjstant
Secretary of the Intetior. The Tribe’s Articles of Association were approved by the Assistant

1961, Amendment No. 2 on November 27, 1973, Amendment No. 3 on March 11, 1974 and
Amendment No. 4 on October 2, 1980. Therefore, the Secretary of the Intetior is authorized to

. #cquire and hold land into trust for the Tribe pursuant to §5 of the Indian Reorganization Act 25
USC 465) through §203 of the Indian Land Consolidation Act (25 USC 2205) as amended.

FACTOR 2 (25 CFR 151.10b); The need for additional land:

The Pala Reservation was issued a trust patent on February 10, 1893, for lands described as: The
S1/2NE1/4 of Section 33; NW1/4NW1/4 and NE1/4NE1/4 of Section 34, T.9S,R.2 W,
SBBM, California, containing 160.00 acres. To date the Pala Band has a tota] of 11,159.325
Tribal Land, 1,138.05 acres of Allotied Land for a total of 12,297.376 acres. It is true that the
Pala Band has a larger land base from it’s original 160.00 actes, but one must consider thata
large portion of their land base is of 2 mountainous rocky terrain and a majot flood zone area
making it difficult for the Band to provide adequately for tribal home sites and economic
development. With the federal allocations to the Tribe and Federal Services to the Tribe
decreasing rapidly, the need for the Tribe to become self-sufficient jncreases. The property lies
Bl to the Tribe’s reservation boundary. With the purchase of this property the Tribe will
to create a buffer zone around the reservation. There are a number of housing
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developments that are proposed which surround the reservation, therefore, the need is created to
have a buffer zone to protect the character of the reservation. This property has been used in the
Past as a ranch and the Tribe is interested in maintaining the rural character of the property.,

FACTOR 3 {25 CFR 151.10c): The purpose for which the land will be nsed:

The properties covered by this application are flat and completely usable with direct access off

the main highway, The property cutrently has ag & >IUCHCE On it with an area used for grazing
small fanm animals. The number of

livestock. The livestock include horses, cattle and otk
livestock is limited. The residence is currently being used folfBHiee spaca ibal Ajdto — -
i v 7"- Geve (T AT -p

E Neeg es CLANET office which is operated by the Southern Cal airman’s
, = . e — . — ——
Association (SCTCA). The Tribe has entered in to afShG e cease With SCTCA for the use of
the buildings and its faciljties. Some of the livestock on the property is also owned by the

SCTCA. The use of the subject property will remain the same. The Tribe bas no intention of
changing the use of the Property or developing it in any way.

FACTOR 4 (25 CFR 151.10d): not applicable for XTribal acquigition.

CIOR 5 (25 CFR 151.10¢):  Tmpact on the State and its political subdivisions resultin
from the remoyval of land from the tax rolls:

In the evaluation of the Tribe’s request for the acquisition of additional Trust lands, the
reviewing agencies will consider impacts to the State and jts Political Subdivisions, inchuding

In determining the impact on the County’s tax base, this parcel accounts for .000006565 % of the
County’s tax base. The percentage is so diminutive that the mmpact is of no value and merits no
consideration. Accordingly, there is no retai} activity on the subject property; therefore, there is
10 loss to the State of California,

FACTOR 6 (25 CFR )151.100): Jurisdictional problems and potential conflicts of land uge-

The land is presently subject to full civil/regulatory and criminal/prohibitory jurisdiction of the
State of California and San Diego County. Once the Jand js accepted into trust and becomes part
of the Reservation, the State of California will have the same territorial and adjudicatory

.Indian counties within the State. Under 18 U.S.C §I 162 and 28 U.S.C. §1360 (P.L. 83-280),
except as otherwise expressly provided in those statutes, the State of California would retain
jurisdiction to enforce its criminal/prohibitory law as against all persons and conduet occurring
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( on the fand, and to adjudicate in State courts civil cases of action arising on the land and
tnvolving Indians as parties. Thus, provision of police services would continye to be the
responsibility of the San Diego County Sheriffs Department and criminal prosecutions of
offenses committed on the lands would continue to he brought in State Courts, Emergency
medical and fire protection services will continue to be provided by the Pala Tribal Fire
Department.

FACTOR 725 CFR 151.102): Whether the BIA is equipped to discharge the additional
responsibilities resulting from the acquisition of land into trust status:

Act Revised Imple enting Proc

Substances Determination:

Title Examination (151.13): If the Secretary determines that he will approve a request for
the acquisition of land from unrestricted fee status to trust status, he shall acquire, or
require the applicant to farnish, title evidence meeting the Standards For The Preparation
of Title Evidence in Land Acquisitions by the United States, issued by the U.S. Department
of Justice.

CONCLUSION:
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border around the current reservation boundary. Acceptance into trust status provides a long
term protection for future ownership of the property, for guaranteed future use of the property for

imperceptible.

For all the reasons set forth above, the Tribe respectfully urges its request be granted for this land
to be accepted into Federal Trust status and declared a part of the Pala Reservation.
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