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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Sacramento Area Office
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, California 95825

JUL - 3 2000
Ms. Mary Lee Gowland
R.D.R.E.L.
P. O. Box 225
Coarsegold, California 93614

Dear Ms. Gowland:

This is response to your June 20, 2000 letter requesting notification should an application
be filed by the Chukchansi Indians of the Picayune Rancheria seeking "trust" status for
certain lands for gaming purposes.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, it has been determined
that the Chukchansi Indians have the right to conduct gaming on lands within the
boundaries of the Picayune Rancheria regardless of whether or not the land is held in
trust by the United States. At present, we have no proposal before this office which seeks
"trust" status tor lands to be used for gaming purposes. In the absence of a federal
decision at this office, we have no role in approving or disapproving the action of the
Band with regard to the commencement of gaming operations.

The Chukchansi Indians do have an approved gaming "compact" with the Governor of
the State of California that requires them to determine whether the project will have
significant adverse impacts on the off-rancheria environment and to make a good-faith
effort to mitigate those impacts. Accordingly, we are recommending that you submit
your concerns directly to the Chukchansi Band at the following address: Picayune
Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians, P. O. Box 269, Coarsegold, CA 936]4-0269.

By copy of this letter, we are requesting that the Superintendent of the Central California
Agency include you on any notification/distribution list should the Picayune Chukchansi
submit a "fee-to-trust" application to BIA.

Sincerely,

Regional Director

cc: Mr. Dale Risling, Superintendent
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1824 Tribute Road, Suite J
Sacramento, CA 95815 w/copy of inc. for info.laction
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