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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA'S LEADING NEWSPAPER FOR 77 YEARS

an Gaming Commission asking
for a second legal opinion on the
status of land where the Pica-
yune Rancheria ofChukchansi In-
dians wants to build its casino,
said Cheryl Schmit, the group's
co-director.
"I'm not opposing the casino,"

Schmit said, "but I am question-
ing the legal status of the land,
and clearly the members of the
community should hn 'llle!'tion-

ing the appropriateness of the
size of that facility in that commu-
nity."
John Peebles, a lawyer for the

tribe, disagreed with Schmit, say-
ing the federal government al-
ready has determined it is legal
Indian land and has been since a
court decision in the late 19805.
"Quite frankly, that land

they're building it on is reserva-
tion," Peebles said Wednesday.
The Chukchansi Indians, in

partnership with Cascade Entrr-

tainment of Tiburon, announced
plans in March to build a casino,
hotel and resort on 140 acres
along Highway 41, about 30
miles south of Yosemite National
Park.
The tribe wants to begin con-

struction in July and open the re-
sort May 15, 2001. The resort is
expected to employ 1,300 people.
A management agreement ob-

tained by The Bee shows the re-
sort is expected to cost $167 mil-
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~MaderaCounty casino site challenged
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~ Group questions the legal status of the land.
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~ COARSEGOLD - A Sacra-
mento-area group opposed to the
expansion of gambling in Califor-
nia is questioning whether an
American Indian tribe can legally
build a casino on a site in the

N Madera County foothills.
~ Stand Up For California has
~ :o;cnl:t \et.t.I'.T 1.0 I.he Nat.ion:)\ Indi-
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