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WJ\TER WHEEL CJ\MI) RECREATIONAL AREA, INC.
:"00 Riviera J)riy~

l3Iytbe, California 92225
Telephone; (760) 41 :1-4962

Clerk ol'the Board of Supervisors
A 1TN: Claims Division

P.O. Box 1628
4080 Lemon Street -- First Floor
Riverside, California 92502-1 (,28

SS2B 22S 09L

Re: Water WhL'4!1 Camp Recreational Area, Inc. 'v Claim for Damage» to Person and
Property.

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONC1<:RN:

Enclosed is the Water Wheel form entitled "Claim for Damages to Person or Properly"
which we understand has been propounded by Riverside County for the purposes of submitting
claims pursuant to government Code Section C)45.6

The facts speak tor themselves. For years, Riverside County has permitted the Colorado
River Indian Trines CTRIT") to assert tribal jurisdicr ion over lands within the State of Cali Iornia
and the County of Riverside. For many years, Water Whee) Camp has contended that such
claims wcre and ar:-~precluded by federal law. Water Wheel has been thc subject of litigation in
CRIT's Tribal Courts and has defended those claims to the extent permitted by federal law.
Those defenses could not include challenges to OUT's legally false claims that the Riverside
County land occupied by Water Wheel were in both trust and reservation status, lor Water Wheel
otherwise would have been denied any access to federal courts under legal principles well-
known to the Riverside County Office of County Counsel.

On April J 2, 20 I 0, a team of Water Wheel Representatives and colleagues -- including
legal counsel from both the State of California and Washington, DC -- met with your Office or
County Counsel to present comprehensive legal and tactual documentation that the Water Wheel
property is not within the CRIT Reservation.

Approximately IR months prior to this meeting, CRIT received a letter from the
California Governor's Legal Affairs Secretary staling the same independently-reached
conclusion. (See Attachment A, Opinion J .cucr of September 12, 2008). We do nor know
whether the County Counsel knew of the September 12, 2008. opinion letter of the Legal Affairs
Secretary -- apparently rejecting CRIT's request for an Indian Casino Compact negotiation
pursuant to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, 25 lJ.S,C, ~270 I, el self. -- but we know that the
information was abjectly rejected by the County Counsel without any further consultation with
us. Indeed, one of the Iew questions we were asked during the April 12 meeting came from
Deputy County Counsel Katherine Lind. She asked whether Water Wheel would "indemnify the
County" from legal action by CRIT if they agreed to prevent eRIT from unilaterally moving
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against Water Wheel without. tlrst presenting the reservation ISSUC to California C()UllS for
consideration and decision.

Ms. Lind obviously advised the Board of Supervisors that Water Wheel's claims were
without legal merit, for she so stated in an open meeting several months later. With that, she set
in place the actions which led to CRlrs forcible removal of the corporation from the Water
Wheel premises.

We don't know whether Ms. Lind was in actual possession ofthe Governor's letter, but it
is very clear that she made no effort to determine whether there was such a legal position on the
pan or the State of California. Thus, either Ms. Lind knew and did not care or she did not know
and did not Care. In either case, her actions were reckless, negligent (at best) and directly led to
the Water Wheel eviction without the stare court order we were requesting a year ago Neither oj'
,..~'!!5econclusions is legal nor defensible. I\nd .1).<) (,)(bcr.~ol\clllsion is even imagi.D!1b1e.

With that, we demand that the County immediately direct the County Sheriff tu forcibly
remove CRIT from the Water Wheel property and restore occupancy to Water Wheel. While
that action will mitigate our damages. it will only mitigate them and not remediatc the harm that
you already had caused, or allowed to happen.

If the County will move quickly 10 restore the property to Water Wheel's occupancy, we
will consider that as a mitigation lO some of the financial damage caused by the County's past
conduct. However, we must insist that you immediately remit the sum of $000,000 to Water
Wheel to cover some of its past expenditures, that payment will defer our tiling litigation and
open the door to serious settlement discussions.

With this, you should have your attorneys contact us about (I) rcmlttlng the initial
payment of $600,000 and (2) opening serious settlement or the County legal errors which have
directly cause Water Wheel to suffer enormous financial harm.

Robert Johnso
President/Chief .xccut ivc Officer
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THIS CLAIM MUST BE SIGNED TO BE VAllO. NOTE: PRESENTATION OF A FALSE CLAIM IS A FELONY {PENAL CODE !j_~C.TI0N..~2:l_

WARNING:

exceeding $750.000.00
>'HON"

IOIA! PAMACt ~ IV PAl!

1: 1 .~O.OOO.OO + ~ 6.000,000.00 +

.,. 1:1 AIM~; FOR f')FA lH IN.lURY TO ~'FRSnN t)R To ,'FRSONAI r'R(WFRfV MU~;T RF I'll ,on NoT I ATFR THAN !-iIX (Ii) MONT Hi. AI'TrR ,Iir
OCl:URRENCE. (COVERNM[NT COOl Sr.CTION ~11 ,).)

ALL OTHER CLAIMS FOR DAMAG[S MUST OC FIL[D NOT LAT(R THAN ONe (1) yrAR AFTCR TH[ OCCURRCNC[. (GOV[RNMeNT CLIDE SECTION
~11.l)

, <'IJA.IrCT TO <.rRTAIN rxcrnnous. YOU IIAV[. ONLY ~I)( (G) MONTI fS FROM Tile DAT[ OF TlI[ WRITTEN NO~IC[ OF R[JeCTION OF YOUR CI.AIM
TO 1=11r A couRT ACTION. (;OVFRNMFNT conF ~;F(;TION ~Wi.H)

IF WRITTFN NOTlcr OF Rr .Jrc,TION ()F YOUR (,1 AIM IS NOT ClvrN, vou HAW rwn (;1) vr ARS FROM A<'CRIIAI OF THr CAlJ:';F flF AI. nON TO FII 1-
A COURT ACTION. (I.~OVeRNM[NT coos: seCTION O~S.6)

'J. l'I~INr OK 1)1'1: NAMI
Robert Julnl~u". Prusident WClt~r WII~1o!1.'~''''C;J/llfl R'.'I:J'o;!ilo/lill Am;!. 111(;.
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