WATER WHEEL CAMP RECREATIONAL AREA, INC.
500 Riviera Drive
Blythe, California 92225
Telephone, (760) 413-4962

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
ATTN: Claims Division

P.O. Box 1628

4080 Lemon Street -- First Floor

Riverside, California 92502-1628

Re:  Wuter Wheel Camp Recreational Arca, Inc.’s Claim for Damages (o Person ared
Property.

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN:

nclosed is the Water Wheel form entitled “Claim for Damages to Person or Property”
which we understand has been propounded by Riverside County for the purposes of submitting
claims pursuant to government Code Section 945 6.

The facts spcak for themselves. For years, Riverside County has permitted the Colorado
River Indian Tribes (“CRIT™) to assert tribal jurisdiction over lands within the State of California
and the County of Riverside. For many ycars, Water Wheel Camp has contended that such
claims were and are precluded by tederal law. Water Wheel has been the subject of litigation in
CRIT’s Tribal Courts and has delended thosc claims to the extent permitted by tederal law.
Those defenses could not include challenges to CRIT's legally false claims that the Riverside
County land occupied by Water Wheel were in both trust and reservation status, for Water Wheel
otherwise would have been denicd any access to lederal courts under legal principles well-
known to the Riverside County Oftice of County Counsel.

On April 12, 2010, a tcam of Water Wheel Represcentatives and collcagues -- including

legal counsel from both the State of California and Washington, DC -- met with your Oflice of’

County Counsel to present comprehensive legal and factual documentation that the Water Wheel
property is not within the CRIT Reservation.

Approximately 18 months prior to this meeting, CRIT received a letter from the
California Governor’s  Legal Aftairs Sceretary stating the same  independently-rcached
conclusion.  (Sce Attachment A, Opinion Letter of September 12, 2008). We do not know
whether the County Counsel knew of the Scptember 12, 2008, opinion letter of the Legal AfTairs
Secretary -- apparently rejecting CRIT's request for an Indian Casino Compact negotiation
pursuant to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. §2701, ¢/ seq. -- but we know that the
information was abjectly rejected by the County Counsel without any [urther consultation with
us. Indeed, onc of the few questions we were asked during the April 12 meeting came from
Deputy County Counscl Katherine Lind. She asked whether Water Wheel would “indemnity the
County” from legal action by CRIT if they agreed o prevent CRIT from unilaterally moving

6628 226 09 24053y [33um Ja3enm egG:B0 11 ST Jddy




Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Page 2

against Water Wheel without first presenting the reservation issuc to California courts for
consideration and decision.

Ms. Lind obviously advised the Board ot Supervisors that Water Wheel's claims were
without legal merit, for she so stated in an open meeting several months later. With that, she set
in place the actions which led to CRIT’s forcible removal of the corporation from the Water
Wheel premiscs.

We don’t know whether Ms. Lind was in actual possession of the Governor’s letter, but it
is very clear that she made no effort 10 determine whether there was such a legal position on the
part of the State of California. Thus, cither Ms, Lind knew and did not care or she did not know
and did not care. In cither case, her actions were reckless, negligent (at best) and directly led to

the Water Wheel eviction without the statc court order we were requesting a year ago. Neither of

these conclusions is legal nor defensible. And no other conclusion is even imaginable.

With that, we demand that the County immediately direct the County SherifT to forcibly
remove CRIT from the Water Wheel property and restore occupancy to Water Wheel. While
that action will mitigatc our damagcs, it will only mitigate them and not remediate the harm that
you already had caused, or allowed to happen.

[f the County will move quickly to restore the property to Water Wheel’s occupancy, we
will consider that as a mitigation to some of the (inancial damage causced by the County’s past
conduct. However, we must insist that you immediately remit the sum of $600,000 to Water
Wheel to cover some of its past expenditures, that payment will defer our filing litigation and
open the door to serious settlement discussions.

With this, you should have your attorncys contact us about (1) remitting the initial
payment of $600,000 and (2) opening serious settlement of the County legal errors which have
directly cause Water Wheel to suffer enormous financial harm,

Sincercly yours,
A

i

»

Robert Johnso

President/Chief Excecutive OfTicer
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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE

CLAIM FOR DAMAGES TO PERSON OR PROPERTY

T oF
\ ?_._._" ; »t INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Resd claim thoroughly.

4. This claim form must be signed.

CICRK OF THI BOARD OF
ATTN: CLAIMS DIVISION
P.Q. DOX 1628, 10801 CMON 8T,

DLCLIVER OR 1.5, MAIL TQO:

& Filt oul daim as indicated; allach addilional informalion if necessary.
% This office needs the original completed claim form and clear readable copies
of attachmaents (if any) if originals ure not ovaitable.

BUPCRVISORS

1" FlL.

OFFICE USE ONLY

RIVOREINE, CA. Q25072-1628  (951) 955-10A0 N
TIME STAMP HFRE
1. FULE NAME OF St AIMAN] HWRY 10 YO CTAIN THE COUNTY 15 RESTONSIBGL 7
Water Wheel Camp Recreationa Area, lnr The County allowed forcible salf-help eviction from business pramise by CRIT
DL MAILING ADURI A6 (mIRE s oasax)” T T T
500 Riveria Drive omployeses - allowny CRIT ks confiscate business and opeoate itas Tribol
iy H1ALF PRSIy 4
Blytho, California Q2225 untorpriso.
HOMU TELEPHONC HEEIND 28 0 L 1PHONL O NAMLG O ANY COUNTY LMIPLOYLLY (AND [HLI DLIPAIRRTMLNTS INVOLVLD IN o
INJUIRY Q1R DAMACL (It ArrLcABLLLRiverside County Sheriff Department
L { 760)  413.4062
3. WHL N DID DAMAGL GR INJURY QUCUR (PLEASE 157 ['XAGCT) NAM - [ HARTMEN -
Actual forciblo romoval occurrod on 9/13/2010 Office of County Counscl
2. WHLHE DID DAMAGL OR INJURY OCCURY NAML . ULIAITMLNT:
Wator Whoo! rusor! sito in Rivorsida County. Board of Supervisors
CARIET G v T YA 2P CoDL 07, WITNE GOL00 TO DAMAGE OR INJURY. TIAT ALT F1IRGONE ANTD ADDRE R4 43 (iF -
29630 US-95 Biythe CA 92225 HLRSONS KNOWN 10 BAVE INFORMATION:

ST SCKI N DL TAR MOW DAMALGT- O INJURY OUCHIRRIELSE
CRIT forcibly eviced Wator Wheol from its promises while County Sheniff

PHONE
(/60) 413-4962

NAMi-
Robert Johnson

Napdinn walchad. On Apal 12, 2010, Ihe Guimpiny presentod evidence W Gounty

ADDRIGS

r

1" NAMTTT PHONL
Counaol thata its land ia not pant of tho CRIT Resenation tand, 1L was ignorod. Brandon Johnson (760) 4134962
ADDILDY
No court ordor wos issuod by Colitornia Couns confnrmmq CRIT‘
nihei s T — - BONE

iyht 1o evied Wosterr Whenl.

Lt. Ray Wood, Doputy
Rivnrsjdn County Sheriff Dept.

(951) 210-1064

ALLRLSG S

6. WERC POLICEC OR PARAMC DICS CALLCD? X vcs HER T3}

I, LI DAMAGL S INCURKLD TO DATL {ettanil Lugisn U tetisits 1 s exiinaies)

Cornpuny has k)al revenues to bo provod, bul nx(,ovqu

2.t PRYSICIANAOGEREEAL WAS VIS D DUE U INJORYINCTHDE DAL OF FIRST VRN
ANIDY HOSET AL 3 NAME | ATYREF SIS AN PHONE NEIMRERS

$500,000.00. Atso, Company has incurred logal fees/exponses

OATL OF FIRET VIS PHYGICIAN S/HOBITALS NAML

exceeding $750,000.00

YHIS CLAIM MUST BE SIGNED TO BE VALID.

PHYSICIAN S/HCSHHAL TS ADDIRE S FHONI

{ }

NOTE: PRESENTATION OF A FALSE CLAIM IS A FELONY (PENAL CODE SECTION 72) |

LOTAL IDAMACE S (0 DASE TOIAL FEVIMATITOD CROGECTIVE DANAGLE

y 1.500,000.00 + 6.000,000.00 +

WARNING:

»  CILAIMS FOR DFATH. INJIURY TO PFRSON OR TO FFRSONAI
QCCURRENCE. (COVERNMONT CODU SLCTION 911.2)

»  ALL OTHER CLAIMS FOR DAMAGLS MUST BC FILED NOT LATLCR THAN ONC (1) YCAR AFTCR THC OCCURRENCL.

911.2)

PROFFRTY MUST BF FiLFD NOT LATFR THAN SIX (6) MONTHS ABTFR THI

(GOVCRNMENT CODE SECTION

»  SURJCCT TO CFRTAIN TXCOPTIONS. YOU HAVE ONLY SIX (G) MONTHE FROM T1E DATC OF THE WRITTEN NOTICC OF RCJCCTION OF YOUR CLAIM

TOFHF A COURT ACTION. (GOVFRNMENT CONF SFECTION 945.6)

. IF WRITTFN NOTICE OF REJFCTION OF YOUR Gl AIM IS NOT GIVEN, YOU HAVF TWO () YT ARS FROM ACGRUAI OF THE CAUSF OF ACTION TO FiL -

A COURT ACTION. (GGOVERNMONT CODE SCCTION 045.6)

HISHLR BLHALY

13, PRINT OR TYT1 NAML DATL
Robert Johinsorn, President Water Wheel

©
2 Camp Recroalional Arca, Ine.

“March , 2011

12. CLAIMANT (AHPERECN WLING O
2
RELATIONSHIF YO GEAIMANT

SIGNATURF
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