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.Public Law 443 - 84th Congress
Chapter 100 - Zd Ses sion

H. R. 585

AN ACT

Tn :ll1Chflj'ize rhf-l ("In't":allt~ rll l";lkp ('''1IIIf.\". ('aliflll'ui:l. IIf rht" L,,~n'r I...:lL:{l
lt~11l4'h'·I·ia. ;1J1c1 fill" lIell •• r ('I111·ll11'~t"'~.

(~

1](' it <'II((C/(-'/ 1,,/ tit" S,,",,;,· '""/ Iln/lxl' of I."pr/'s'·/It,t;;,·,·s vi th e
C/fltl"/ SIIt!l! .• of . ["wri,·,t. il/. ('(JIII/ri"'S ".<'<1'/1/1,/,.(/, Th"r rht' ;'f-t"
rer.uv uf the lur e rinr is :lllrhorizPtl to ~pllro the vOllilfY fir Lake,
('ali flll"lia. for rltt' Ptll'plJ~t> flf t'st:lbli~hill:: :Ill airport, all ~·i;.!ht. t ir lc,
.u«] illlel· •.•st of r he [-nlt~d ;-;ra("" in :lIlfi reI l'P:tI 11I"pPI·ty dl',,('rii'P'.i
as sout h half nort heusr quurrer. and lilt :!, "e"rioll ::-+. rownsbi p l:~
north. r.uure j' wesr , .\Iollnt Diablo meridian, t'lllltaillill!! 1.+1/A1i :ll'l'l.'S.
known as 'the Lower Luke HaIH·llI'ria. t'~:I'l'l't for a +1:;1t'1't.' r n.ct .le-
s(,l'IiJt>d ill se('tion:!. The dl'ed shall Ill' !lIndl' f1'<l111tlu' :'t"·I·!'tal'\"
of the Iur e rior to the Lake ('0 IInrv Board ot ;-'1Il'PI·'·I~()r~. ;"Id tile
plllTha~e prit't' shu ll be r he fair murker value of such propt.'rr," at
t.lie r ime of su Ie as detE'l'Il1illt.'d bv tile ~"t'retal,\, of the Int erior. The
proceeds of t he ,.;"Ie ~hall be deliu:>it"d in the tr!'a~1I1'Y of the enited
?tHtt~ to the credit of tit" Iudi.uis of ('ali fornia ill t he ir .J: pH cenr um
judzment fund ~tHulisllt'd under ~·ti()n n of the .\..r of ~[ay 18,
19:21' (ch. f):2:{, -+;, :-itat. nut, till;;).

S~:t'.:2. The Sel'l'etan' of the Interior is uur lrorizccl ;111.1directed
to issue- a patent ill f~l' 01' all uuresn-icred dl't'd of cqnveyn m-e to
Ha1'1':' Johnson for the fClllowing·d(,~Tibl'd lanel.)o .wir : Ht>!!in-
nlllj! at a point Oil the ":l~t l iue of 10. :!. of :>p.,tion"":;-+.r o wnsh ip n
north. r.nure j' \\'!'~i. ,\£Ullnr DiaLlo Imst' .uu] nll'ridiall. r h.rt is uorr l:
43 de,!!'rees :21 m inut es .J:.-,.;; seconds we-t. :.!•.-,iil.·Hi f~"'t from thO!
SOl\th!'~lst corner o f :>t'.·riun ::.J:. ~aid townsItil' and rangl': ;\lllt frnm
said point of begillninl! running' thence IHlI·t 1 -!~ d!'~'1·I.'(''; 17 minutes
;30 seconds west, 1,j'1.J:.~1 feet to a point on the west lint' of lot :2.
of ~aid section :q, that is north -!S <ll'!!'r"'!;; 10 minutes n.:! seconds
west, 5.HIAT feet from the sour Ilt'a;t cornet- of ,a id sect ion 3-+;
t hence south, a louir t he west Iine of lut :l 0 f sa id section ::.J: to the
meander line of-Cleat· Lake; thence sourheusterly, alollg' said
meander line of Clenr Lake. to rhe east line of lot :?, su irl sevt ion ;\.J:;
and t hence nort h. a long the east Iine of lot :2, sn id section :;.J:, to the
point of beg inning, containing .J:l acres more or less,

Approved March 29, 1956.
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34TH CONGRESS }
Ed Session

SB.l.'l'" ATE
Calendar No. 1669

{ RE't'0JiT
No. 1645

AUTHORIZING THE CONY'EYAiiCE TO LAKE COlJNTY,
CALIF., OF TEE LOWER LAKE R..:L"l"CFl:ERIA.

}fARCH!l (legislative day, :\-fAReR 6), 1956.-0rdered to be printed .

Mr. O'MAHONEY, from the Committee on Interior and Insular
Affairs, submitted the following

REPORT
[fo accompatly H. R 585)

./

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was
referred the bill (E. R. 585), authorizing the conveyance to Lake
County, Calif., of the Lower Lake Rancheria, having considered the
same, report favorably thereon without amendment, and recommend
that the bill do pass. .

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL

The purpose of H. R. 585 is to authorize the conveyance to Lake
County, Calif., of a part of the Lower Lake Rancheria, and to/rovide
authority for issuance of a patent to the balance of the Ian to the
present occupant thereof. . . .

H. R. 585 would authorize ·the Secretary of the Interior to sell to
Lake County, Calif., at a price equal to its fair market value, for the
purpose of establishing an airport, a. tract of land known us the
Lower Lake Rancheria, except 41 acres which the Secretary is di-
rected to con vev to H!l.ITVJohnson.

Lower Lake ·Rd.ncheri~ containing 140.46 acres was purchased in
lG16 for $1,404.60 from funds appropriated by the act of August 1,
LQl-t (:38 Stat. 582,589), for the purchase of land for homeless Indians
of Caliiornia. In 194i the rancheria was assigned to the present
occupun t. Hurry Johnson, who has been using onlv II acres of the
lurid. The Secrctarv oi the Interior is authorized uid directed to
issue ,~ patent in fee ·or unrestricted title of conv eyarce to Mr. John-
son. Both the slue of the land and the vesting of the title to the
-t l-ucr e tract is in accordance with the present policy of termination
of Federal supervision over the property and activities of the Indians
of Ca lifornia .
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2 CONVEY.-'u'l"CETO LAKE COUNTY, CALIF., OF LOWER LAKE RA....'l"CEERIA
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_ • Or ,.... ,_ •••...•. ".~ ', ••/

__H. R 585 provides that the proceeds of the sale shall be deposited
in the Treasurv of the United Stutes to the credit of the Indians of
California. •

The favorable report of the Department of the Interior ,dated
June 30, 1955, follows:

(~

Hon. CLAlR ENGLE,
Chairman; Committee on Lnierior and Insular Affair:r,

H0tJ.3t: of Represenuuiues, Wa:rhington.D. C.
MY' Ih!:AB Ma, ENGLlil: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 585,

a bill to authorize the conveyance to Lake County, Calif., of the Lower Lake
Rancheria.. _. --_. -

Werecommend that H. R. 585 be enacted. if ameaded, as suggested below.
The billauthorizes tlieSecretary o( the Interior to sell to Lake County, Calif.,

at a price equal to it.'!fair market valuet for the purpose of establishing an aiport,
a tract of land known as the LowerLake- Rancheria, excepting 41 acres which the
Secretary ill directed to convey to Harry Johnson, aa Indian.
___Therancheria; comprising an area of 1<10.46acres. was purchased with. funds
appropriated' by the set of August 1; 1914 (38 Stat. 582, 589), for-the purchase of
land [or the homeless Indians:9f_California," The United States acqnired the land
on January 25, 1916, for a consideration of :51,404,60,for the benefit of the land-
less Indians residing in the immediate vicinity thereof.

The rancheria ill one of several trnctS aCquired (or Indian use and occupancy
with funds appropriated by Congresariuring the years 1910-14. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs, in administering .ihe tracts, has generally made small parcels
available to needy individual Indial'is through essignmeuta.. On October 9, 1947,
the rancheria. was assigned to Harry Johnson and another California Indian.
Mr. Johnson alone moved onto the property. He constructed So small house on
the rancheria, but has been using only the 41-acre tract.

The proposed sale of the land in excess of the needs of the Indian occupant
and the vesting of title to the 41-acre tract in Mr. Johnson, the present Indian
assignee, is in line. with the present policy of termination of Federal supervision
over the property and activities of the Indians of the Sta.te of California.

It is suggested that the last sentence of section 1 be deleted and that there be
substituted therefor, "The proceeds of the sale shall be deposited in the Treasury
of the United States to the credit of the Indians ot California in their 4-percent
[udzment fund established under section 6 at the act of Ma.y 18, 1928 (eh, 623,
45 Stat. 601. 6(3)," - . . --

The Bureau of the Budget has advised us that there is no objection to the
submission of this report to your committee.

Sincerely yours,

DEP.-I-RT:.IE:-ITor THE INTEBIo!l;
OrnCE OF' THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C" June 30, 1955.

o
OlUUl Lswrs,

A3mtam S~cr~tary of 1M Iruerior.


