
PUBLICLAW85-671
85th Congress, H. R. 2824

August 18, 1958
AN ACT

To provide tor the distribution of the 1ud and assets of certain Indian

rancherias and reservations in California, and tor other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ot Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the lands, including minerAls,

water rights, and improvements located on the lands, and other assets nf

the folloWing rancher1as and reservations in the State of California shall

be distributed in accordance With the provisions 0'1 this Act: Alexander

VeJ.ley, Auburn, Big Sandy, Big Valley, Blue Lake, Buena Vista, Cache

Creek, Chicken Ranch, Chico,Cloverdale, Cold Springs, Elk Valley,

Guidiville, Graton, Greenville, Hnpland,Indian Ranch, Lytton, Mark west,

Midclletown, MontgomeryCreek, Mooretown,Nevada City, North Fork, Paskenta,

Picayune, PinolevU1e, Potter Valley 1 QuN"tzValley, Redding, Redwood

Valley, Robinson, Rohnerville, Ruffeys, Scotts Valley, Smith River,

Strawberry Valley, Table muff, Table MountaIn, Upper Lake, Wilto~.

Sec. 2. (a) The Indians whohold formal or informal assigmnents

on each reservation or rancheria, or the Indians of such reservation or

rancher1a, or the Secretary of the Interior after consultation. with such

Indians, shall prepare a plan for distributing to individual Indip.ns

the assets of the reservation or rancher1a, including the assigned,.and

unassigned lands, or for selling such assets and dietribut111gthe proceedD



of 88le, or tor conveying sueh assets to a c~rporation or other legal
entity organized or designated by the group} or for conveying such
assets to the group as tenants in common. The Secretary shall provide
such assistance to the Indians as is necessary to organize a corpor~
tion or other legal entity tor the purpoaes of this Act.

(b) General notice shall be given or the contants of A

plan prepared pursuant to subsection ('l) of this section and approved
by the Secretary, And any Indian who feels th~t he is unfairly treated
in the proposed distribution of the property shAll be given an opportunity
to present his views and arguments for the consideration of the Secretary.
After such conSideration, the plan or a revision thereof shall be sub-
mitted for the approval of the adult Indians who will participate in the
distribution of the property, and if .the plan is approved by a majority
of such Indians who vote in a referendum called for that purposeby.the
Secretarr the plan shall be carried out. It is the intention of Congress
that such plan shall be completed not more than three ye&rB after it is
'pp1'6Vea.

(e ) Any grantee under the provisions of this section shall .
receive an unrestricted title to the property conveyed, and the'convey-
ance shall be recorded in the appropriate county office·,

(d) No property distributed under the provisions of this
Act shall at the time of distribution be subject to any FederaJ. or State
income tax. Following any distr1'bution of property made under the provi-
sions of this Act, such property and any income derived theretrom by the
distributee shall be g1ibject to the same taxes, StateandFederaJ."aaiin
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the case of non-Indians: Provided, That tor the purpose o:r capital

gains or losses the base value of the property sball be the value of the
property when distributed to the individual, corporation, or other legal
entity.

Sec. 3. Before making the conve;ya.ucesauthorized by this Act on any
rancheria or reservation, the Secretary of the Interior is directed:

(a) Tn cauae surveys to be made of the exterior or interior bound-
aries of the lands to the extent that Buch surveys are necessary or
appropriate for the conveyance of marketable and recordable titles to
the lands.

(b) To complete any construction or improvement required to bring
Indian Bureau roads serving the rancherias or reservations up to adequate
stand'!rda comparable to standards r"r similar roads of the state or sub-
division thereof. The Secretary is authorized to contract with the State
of California or political subdivisions thereof for the construction or
improvement of such roads and to expend under such contracts moneys
appropriated by Congress for the Indian road system. When such roads
are transferred to the State or local government the Secretary is
authorized to convey rights-of-way for such roads, including any improve-
ments thereon.

(c) Tb install or rehabilitate such irrigation or domestic water
syatems as he and the Indians affected agree, within a reasonable time,
should be completed by the United States.'"'

(d) To cancel all reimbursable indebtedness owing to the United
States on account of unp&id construction, operation, and maintenance



charges for water facilities on the reservaticn or rancheri~.
(e) To exchange ~ny lands within the rancheria or reservation that

are held by the United States for the use of Indians which the Secretary
and the Indiana affected agree should be exchanged before the termination
of the Federal trust for non-Indian lands and improvements of approxi-
mately equal value.

Sec. 4. Nothing in this Act ahall abrogate any ~ter right that exists
by virtue of the laws of the United States. To the extent that the lawa
of the State of California are not now applicable to any water right
appurtenant to any lands involved herein they shall continue to be in-
applicable while the water right is in Indian ownership for a period not
to exce'!d fifteen years after the conveyance pursuant t~ this Act of
an unrestr1".ted title thereto, and thereafter the applicabUi ty.of such
laws she.llbe without prejudice to the priority of any such right not
theretofore based upon State law. During the time such State law is not
applicable the Attorney General shall represent the Indian owner in aJ.l
legal proceedings, including proceedings before administrative bodies,
involving such water right, a.nd in any necessary affirmative action to
prevent adverse appropriation of water which Will encroach upon the
Indian water right.

Sec. 5. (a) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to convey
without consideration to Indians who receive conveyances of land pureuant
to this Act, or to a corporation or other legal entity organized by "such
Indians, or to & public or nonprofit body, any federally owned property
on the reservations or rancherias subject to this Act that is.Dot n.eeded
for the administration of Indian affairs in California.
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(b) For the purposes of this Act, the assets of the Upper
Lake Rancherie. and the Robinson Rancheria shall include the one-hundred-
and-Rixty-acre tract set aside as a wood reserve for the Upper Lake
Ind1e.ns by secretariBl. order dated February 15, 1907.

(c) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized. to sell
the five hundred and sixty AeTeS of land, more or le 88, which were wi th-
drawn trom entry, sale, or other disposition, and set aside for the
Indians of Indian Ranch, Inl0 County, California, by the Act of March
3, 1928 (45 Stat. 162), and to distribute the proceeds of sale among
the heirs of George Hanson.

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Interior shall disburse to the Indians
of the raneherias and reservations thAt are subject to this Act all
fUnds of such Indians that are in the custody of the United states.

Sec. 7. Nothing in this Act shA.ll affect any claim filed,before,the
Indian Claims Commission, or the right, if any, of the Indians subject
to this Act to share in any judgment recovered against the United States
on beh8.l.fof the Indians of Ca.lifornia.

Sec. 8. Before conveying or distributing property pursuant to this
Act, the Seeretary of the Interior shaJ.lprotect the rights of individual.
Indians who are minors, non compos mentiS, or in the opinion of the
Secretary in need of ~o1stance in conducting their affairs, by causing
the appointment of guardians for such Indians in courts of competent
jurisdiction, or by such other means as he may deem adequate,. without
application from such Indians, including but not limited to the,creatlon
of a trust for such Indians I property wi th a trustee selected- by the· -,
Secretary, or the purchase by the Secretary of annuities for such Indians.
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Sec. 9. Prior to the termin~tion of the Federal trust relationship
in accordance with the pr~visions of this Act, the Secretary of the
Interior is authorized to undertake, within the limitF.lof tlvAilft.ble
appropriations, a special program of edueation and training designed to
help the IndianA to earn a livelihood, to conduct their own aff31re, and
to ~ssume their responsibilities as citizens without special services
because of their status 8S Indians. Such program may include language
training, orientation in non-Indian community cUAtoms ~nd living stan-
dards, v~cat1o~ training and related subjects, transportation to the
place of training or instruction, and subsistence during the course of
training or instruction. For the purposes of such program, the Secretary
is authorized to enter into contrncts or agreements with any Federal,
State, or local governmental agency, corporation, association, or person.
Nothing in this section shall preclude any Federal agency from undertaking
any other program tor the eOication nnd training of IndiA.ll8with tunds
appropriated to it.

Sec. 10. (a) The plan for the distribution of the assets ota
rancheria or reservatlon, when approved by the Secretary and by the Indians
in a referendum vote as provided in subsection 2 (b) of tbisAct, shall
be final, and the distribution of aC;\setspursuant to such plan sh~l not
be the bl'\sisfor any cla.im against the United States by an Indian who
receives or is denied /!l part of the assets distributed. . .'

(b) After the assets of ~ rancheria or reservation have
»<>; been distributed purRuant to this Act, the Indians who receive&nypart

.~

of such 8.5sets, and the dependent members of their illlDledi~tefarnili-es,'
shall not be entitled tf')any of the servicef.tperformed by the United
States for Indians because of their status as IndiRns} All statutes of
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the United States whieh affect Indians because of their status as
Indians shall be inapplicable to them, and the laws of the several
States shall apply to them in the same manner as they apply to other
citizens or persons Within their Jurisdiction. Nothing in this Act,
however, shall affect the status of such persons a8 citizens of the
United States.

Sec. 11. The const1 tution and corporate charter adopted pursuant
to the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, by any rancheri ••.
or reservation subject to this Act shall be revoked by the Secretary or
the InterIor when a plan is approved by a majority of the adult Indians
thereof pursuant to subsection 2 (b) of this Act.

Sec. 12. The Secretary or the Interior is authorIzed to issue such
rules and regu.l.a.tionsand to execute or approve such conveyancing in-
struments as he deems necessary to carry out the provisions of 'this Act.

Sec. 13. There is authorized to be appropriated not to exceed
1509,235 to carry out the provisions .t this Act.

APPROVED August 18, 1958.
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