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<X>NS'ITIUI'ICN
OF '!HE

:rouND vxus: moIAN 'IRIBES

We the people of the Rcun::lValley Irrlian Tribes of the Rcun::lValley
Reservation, a federally recognized sovereign Irrlian tribe, do herel::1jadopt.
this Constitution in order to:

o prcm:rt:ethe social ani econc:micwelfare of the JIlE'lllters of the Tribe,
o protect the rights of em:' members,
o protect em:' Land, t.iml::er, fish, wildlife, water ani natural.

resources,
o preserve ani protect ozr heritage in::lu.1in;Jem' cultural values ani

traditions, l::uild a st:ron;Jertribal goverrunent,
o prcm:rt:ehorm", dignity ani resp3Ct anx:>rq. the Tribe,
o acquize acHitional lan::!s for the benefit of the Tribe ani its

members,ptC1IOtetribal b.Jsinesses ani enterprises,
o preserve, secure ani exercise all the inherent sovereign rights ani

powersof an In:tian tribe •

ARI'ICLE I - TERRI'roRY AND JURISDICI'IOO

Section 1. Territory. '!he territory of the Tribe shall in::lude all
Lands within the .original l::om:laries of the Raln:iValley Reservation, ani
·to any ani all larrls wch the Tribe mayacquire for itself or wch the
United· States may acquire for the. benefit of the Tr~. or its.~. '!he
territory of the Tribe shall in::lude all larrls, prcperty, airspace, surface
rights, sul::surface rights, other natural resaJrCeS and any interest therein,
t.erlelrents, hereditaments, all water rights ani all! acc:retions, whichare
either ro« or in the future ownedby the Tribe or c:Ml1Eid by the United States
for the b=nefit of the Tribe or for in:lividual tribal JIV?lllh?rs,
notwit.hsta.rxi.irq the issuan::e of any right-of-way.

Section 2. Jurisdiction. '!he Tribe shall have jurisdiction over all
persons, subjects, prq:erty, ani all activities occurrirq within the
l:ourrlaries of the Reservation or on other lan:ls within its territory as
defined by this Article. Nothirq in this Article shall be construed to lilnit
the ability of the Tribe to exercise its jurisdiction to the fullest extent
acccrdirq to Federal law or based tJIXm its inherent sovereignty as an Inlian
tribe .
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ARI'ICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Requirements. '!he merntershipof the Tribe shall consist of:

(a) All persons who were qualified, for am have been accepted into
merntershiP. in the Covelo Irrlian CCInnnmity urrler the membership
requirements contained in the Constitution and Bylawsapproved
December 16, 1936, as amerrled,TON superseded by this Constitution.

(b) Lineal c:1escen:3antsof members of the Tribe whoare admitterl into
membership a~ to enrollJnent procedures established by
ordi.naoce, provided, that the person de.roc>nstratesa willi.rqless to
maintain tribal affiliations. ' '

Section 2. No D..lal Enrollment. Mrt member of the Tribe whois or
becanes a :memh:>.r of any other federally reco;pUzed In:lian tribe maybe
disenrolled l:rj the Tribal camcil.

Section 3. Membership Roll.

(a) '!he Tribal COOncil shall maintain a current IIeIlbersh?-P roll of
tribal members.

(b) '!he Tribal COOncil shall have the authority to makecorrections
to the merntership roll l:rj ~ the inames of persons who
do not meet the requi.re.nents for membershipand acXlin;Jthe names
of persons W'ho have been anitted throogh error or mistake,
provided, that the Tribal camcil shall provide any person
subject to disenrollment full due precess rights irx:luc:iixq
adequate notice of all perxiin] actions am a hearin;;J before
the Tribal Cooncil with the right to present witnesses and
other evidence.

(e) Mrt adult person W'ho has vohmtarily requested to be renoved
frem the merntership roll cannot; re-enroll with the Tribe. All
relirquishments of lnembership in the- Tribe shall be done in
writ.i.r¥]•

Section 4. Membership Ordinance. '!be Tribal .comci.L shall have the
~ to adc¢ a membershipordinance not inconsistent. with the terms of this
Constitution cx:werin;;Jall enrollment procedures. '

. Section 5. Aj:peal. Arr¥ person whose awlication for enrollment is
rejected or 'I.bo has been disenrolled fran the Tribe shall have the right to
appeal to tne :Tribal ca.n:t in accordance with the awlicable procedures
contained in the enrollment ordinance.
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ARTICLE III - OR3ANIZATIOO OF '!HE GOvrnNMENI'

'Ihe government of the Trim shall be a:::uifXJS€rl of the Legislative branch
which shall be knc:1.m as the Tribal Council, the EXecutivebranch which shall
be :Jcna.m as the Tribal Administration, an::ithe Judicial bran:'h which shall be
knc1.Yn as the Tribal Ccm-t. '!he Tribal cn.mcil shall operate in accordance
with Article IV. 'Ih-s Tribal Administration shall be sulx>rdinateto the
Tribal' CoUncil arrl sball, operate in accordance with Article VII. '!he Tribal
Court shall cperate in accordarce with Article VI. Noperson or ~ of
persons charged with the exercise of powers properly l::elon:Jirqto one of
these. departments shall exercise arrj of the pavers properly beloo:1ID:Jto
either of the others, except as this Constitution mayotherwise expressly
direct 'or permit.

ARTICLE IV - 'IHE '.IIUBAL CXXJNCIL

Section 1. Tribal Council. The g~ l:ody of the Trim shall be
:Jcna.m as the Ra.IDj Valley Tribal Courx::il which shall consist of seven (7)
members inclu::tin;J the President and vice President. All membersof the
Tribal Council shall have the right to vote on all matters.

Section 2. Terms of Office. 'D'le terms of office for all Tribal Courcil
members inclu::tin;J the President and vice President shall be four (4) years or
until a successor is chosen arrl seated. The terms of office shall be staggered
in accordance with Article XVI.

Section 3. Selection of Officers. 'Ihe Tribal Council shall select a
President arrl a Vice President fran within the Tribal cn.mcil membershipwho
shall each serve a, four (4) year term or until successors are chosen ard
seated. '!he Tribal cn.mcil shall select a secretary, a treasurer arrl a
sergeant-at-anns fran within the Tribal CoUncilmembership.

Section 4. D..Ities of the Officers. '!he duties of the President, Vice
President, secretaIy, treasurer, and sergeant-at-anns, arrl any carpensation,
shall be established by ordinance. '

Section 5. Tribal Q:yn;il Cgrpensation. Tribal CoUncil ne.mbers may
receive reasonable cx:rxpensationfor atterxllrg Tribal COUncilnw:etin:Jsso 100:1
as the memberstays for the entire meetin:J.

Section 6. Meet:iIgsof the Tribal camcil.

(a) '!he Tribal cn.mcil shall hold a nqular meetirq on the secord
Saturday of each norrth. All regular xooetirgs of the Tribal Counc:il
shall be opened to tribal memters. 'Ihe Tribal Councilmay, upon
notion duly passed, go into executive session .
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(b) '!he President or any three (3) membersof the Tribal Cc:A.trx:ilmaycall
special Ireetin;Js of the Tribal Council. Notice of all special
Ireetin;s shall be provided to all membersof the Tribal Cc:A.trx:il.

Section 7. Ogonnn Fcur (4) or IOC>remembersof the Tribal CoJncil shall
constitute a quorumat any regular or special Ireetin:J. A quorum'is required at
all meetin:Js in order to corrluct official b..tsiness of the Tribal CoJncil.

Section 8. votirg. All decisions of the Tribal camcil shall be by
majority vote unless otherwise irrlicated in this Constitution. Proxyvoting
shall be prohibi te:l.

Section 9. Conflict of Interest. Arrj Tribal Council memberwhomayhave
a direct personal or finarx:ial interest in any matter before the Tril:ial.Cc:A.trx:il
which is not similarly shared by all '!T'!!?TDb=>.rs of the Tribal Cooncil shall not
vote on such matter without the consent of the remaining J!"EIIlters of the Tribal
Council. .

Section 10. Removal.

(a) 'lhe Tribal C:::JllOCilshall rerrove a Council memberfor any of the
follcwin:J reasons so Ion; as the actions in question take place
durirq the Co.Irx::ilmember'sterm of office:

(1) Failure to atteoo three (3) regular meetirqs consecutively
absent geed cause as defined by ordinance. '!he ordinance
shall incluJe provisions for leave for the followirq reasons:
emergencies, illness, death in the inunedi.atefamily, reasonable
vacation, failure to receive adequate notice of a meetin:J, aId
ciro..Imstancesbeyondthe Co.lrx:ilmember's control.

(2) Final conviction by any tribal, Federal or state ccurt of any of
the following offenses:

(i) a felony,

(ii) two (2) misdemeanors.

(b) A Tribal Ccurx::il meml:erawealirq a conviction of an offense listed
in Section 10 (a) (2) of this Article shall be susperrled pen::lirqthe
ooto:rneof the final appeal.

(c) Arrj Tribal cooncil memberfacm; remJValurrler this Section shall be
afforded full due process rights inclucl.in; being given a written copy
of the charges, beirq given an q:portunity to present witnesses and
other eviden:e ard to otherwise resporxi to those charges at a hearm;
before the Tribal Council. '!he Tribal Court shall have jurisdiction
to review re:rroval actions ard can overturn a renovat if the Tribal
Co.l'rX:il'sfirrli.rqs of fact have been arbitrary or capricicus .
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• Section 11. Recall.

(a) ~ adult tribal mernl:ermayinitiate recall prc:ceedirqsagainst a:trj
Tribal Courx:il mexnberby filirq with the Election Boarda written
statement givirq specific reasons whythe Cooncil m=mbershoold be
recaf.Ied.

(b) After receipt of the written statement, the Election Boardshall
issue official petition fonns to the tribal nenber whoinitiated the
re::all. '!he official petition forms shall incltXieat the tq> of each
page the list of allegationS for recall. 'nle tribal m=rnl::ershall
have thirty (30) days to collect the signatures fran thirty-three
percent (33%) of the eligible voters of the Tribe. '!he Election
Board shall inform the tribal "JI'P1llh:>..r of the numberof signatures
requirej for a valid recall petitioo.

(c) Once a tribal mexnberhas signed an official Petition formhis or her
nameshall not be rerove:i fran the form.

(i)

(d) Irrlividual petition formsshall be circulated for each Tribal Co..mcil
member subject to recall. A maxinn.nnof three (3) Tribiu Co..mcil
membersmaybe recalled at a time.

(e) '!he Election Board shall verify the signatures on a recall petition
in a t~ly m:mner. If a petition contains the required I11.lIIIl::erof
signatures and has been prcperly sul:rnitted then the Election Board
shall call and hold a recall neetirqwithin thirty (30) days of
receipt of the petition before holdirq a special recall election.

(f) '!he Election Board shall provide adequate notice of the recall
rreetirq. '!he rd:ice shall inclu1e a statement that the person(s)
subject to recall shall be provided with an q;p:rtunity to re.spordto
the charges at the meetirq. '!he Election Boardshall corrluct all
recall neetirqs in an orderly ard fair manner.

(g) '!he Election Board shall carrluct a special recall election within
thirty (30) days of the recall maetirq. "!beballots for the special
recall election shall inclu1e a list of the charges arrl the response,
if arr.t, fran the person(s) subject to recall.

(h) A majority vote of the eligible voters shall determine the success or
failure of the recall petition{s), provided, that at least
thirty-three percent. (33%) of the eligible voters actually vote in
the special recall election.

If the special recall election fails, then the charges used to
initiate the recall cannot be used to initiate another recall for the
remairrler of the Councilmember'sterm of office .
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(j) If the special recall election succeeds an:i the person(s) is
successfully recalled, then he or she shall not be eligible to run
for Tribal c::..mcil office until after his or her term wouldhave
en:led.

(k) A special election to fill a possible vacancycreated l:1:f a recall
election shall l:e conductedat the sametime as such recall election.

Section 12. Ccx:1eof Ethics. '!he Tribal Council shall have the power to
adept a Cedeof Ethics governirg the corrluct of tribal officials ard enployees.
'Ihe code of Ethics may include disciplinary provisions includ:irq rerroval so
lorg as the person in question is afforded full due process rights includi.n;J
bein; infonned of the charges and l:ein:J given an opporttmity to present
witnesses and other eviderx::eat a hearin:J before the Tribal Co.Jooil.

ARI'ICLE V - ~ OF '!HE'ffiIBAL o:xJNCIL

Section 1. Powers of the Tribal comci.l, '!he Tribal Council shall have
all legislative ~ vested in the Tribe t:l"lro..lgh its inherent sovereignty an.:i
Federal law and shall, in accordancewith established practices of the Tribe
and subject to the express limitations contained in this Constitution and the
awlicable laws of the thited states, have the foll~ powers:

(a) to represent the Tribe and act in all matters that concern the
welfare· of the Tribe, arrl to makedecisions not inconsistent with
or contrary to this Constitution;

(b) to negotiate an:i enter into contracts with Federal, state and local
goverrments;

(c) to regulate its C1.Nl1 prcx::e:hlres;

(d) to employlegal counsel, in accordancewith awlicable law;

(e) to advise the Secretary of Interior or his representative on all
activities that may affect the Tribe, C¥rlon all awropriation
estimates ard Federal. projects for the benefit of the Tribe before
such estimates arrl projects are suhnitted to the Office of Management
ani Blrlget ani, to Con;jress;

(f) to prevent or veto the sale, disp::lSition, lease or ero.nnbrarx::eof
tribal Lards, interests in larrls, or other tribal assets wit.hoot the
formal consent of the Tribe;

(g) to regulate the use and disposition of all lams within the juris-
diction of the Tribe, inclUc:iirqbJt not limited to the enactn"entof
ordinances proviciirq for the mannerof makin:J,holciirq and revakiIq
assignments of tribal Lards am interests therein;
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(h) to corrlemn property for p.1blic purposes so lo~ as just compensation
is paid, provided, that all corrlernnationproceed.inqs are con:::luctedin
accordance with applicable law;

(i) to make rules ani regulations gove.rni.n;trespass upon lards within
the jurisdiction of the Tribe;

(j) to regulate huntirq,· fishin;J, trapp~, lC9:J~, lIU.JUl')], canpiliJ,
hikin:;1, recreation, garnin:Jani all other related activities on larrls
within the jurisdiction of the Tribe;

(k) to exercise control over assets within the control of the Tribe;

(l) to appropriate arx:iregulate the use of available funis;

(m) to levy and collect taxes, duties, fees and assessm:mts;

(n) to charter tribal enterprises, tribal halSirq authorities, corpora-
tions arx:i associations, arrl to manage and regulate all tribal
econanic affairs and enterprises;

(0) to regulate dane.stic relationS of persons within the jurisdictioo of
the Tribe thraIgh the adoption of an ordinance;

(p) to enact an ordinance govern.irglaw enforcement on lards within the
jurisdiction of the Tribe;

(q) to appoint peace officers;

(r) to appo.int; sub:>rdinate ccmnittees, ccmnissions, boards, tribal
officials ani erployees not otherwise provided for in this
Constitution, . and to prescribe their campensation, tenure, duties,
policies and procedures;

(s) to determine all terms and corrlitions of eiIploymentfor all persons
employedby the Tribe t:hroJ9hthe adcption of awrq>riate ordinances;

(t) to requisition l.al::x:lr for p.1blic purposes in a state of errergercy;

(u) to issue and to regulate notcr vehicle license plates;

person, organization,(v) to accept grants ani donations fran any
state or the United states;

(w) to enact ordinances PrOVic:lirqfor the renxmil or exclusion of any
non-member'of the Tribe for cause, ani to prescribe con:litions upon
which non-membersmay remain within the territory of the Tribe,
provided, that all actions of exclusion or renoval shall l:e done
by fil~ an action in Tribal Co..Irti
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(5) take any private property for public use without just carpensation;

(6) deny to any person in a crilninal prcx:eedirqthe right to a speedy
and p.lblic trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusat.ion, to be ·confronte:i with the witnesses against him, to have
carp..llsory process for obtai.n.irqwitnesses in his favor, ard at his
CM1 expense to have the assistance of counsel for his defense;

(7) require excessive bail, ilrpose excessive fines, or inflict cruel an::l
umisuaf p.mishment;

(8) deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
its laws or deprive any person of lil:erty or property without due
process of law;

(9) pass any bill of attain:ier or ex post facto taws; ard

(10) deny any person accused of an offense p.,miShableby iInpri.soranentthe
right, upon ::.-equest,to a trial by jury of not less than twelve (12)
persons.

ARl'ICLE XII - Ht.l1ANRIGffi'S

'!he Tribe shall. provide foed, shelter, clot:h.irq, and other basic human
necessities to needy resident tribal membersto the fullest extent financially

, feasible.

ARI'ICLEXIII '- sovmEIGN IMMt1NfIY

Section 1. In'1rrPill1itvof Tribe from SUit. '!he Tribe hereby declares that,
in exercl.S~ self-determination and its sovereign pc1w'erSto the fullest
extent, the Tribe is i.nm.mefran suit except to U1e extent that the Tribal
Council expresaIy waives sovereign :inm.mity, cr as provided by this
ConstitutiOn.

Section 2. Inmlnitv of Tribal Officials and Employees. No tribal
arployee or Tribal Ccq'X::ilmemberactirq within the scope of his or her duties

, or authority is subject to suit.

Sectioo 3. SUit Against the Tribe in Tribal Court. '!he Tribe, tribal
officials and arpl.oyees shall be subject to suit for declaratory and injunctive
relief in the Tribal Ch.trt by persons subject to tribal jurisdiction for the
p..n:poses of enforcirq the rights and duties established by this Constitution or
other awlicable laws.
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ARI'ICLE .XIV - ORDINANCES AND RESOllJI'IONS

Section 1. Ordinances. All final decisions on matters of permanent
interest shall be embodiedin ordinances. SUchenactments shall be available
for inspection by membersof the Tribe durin;} normal rosiness hours.

Section 2. Resolutions. All final decisions on matters of te.nporary
interest where a formal expression is needed shall be embodiedin. a resolution,
noted in the minutes, arrl shall be available for inspection by treml::ersof the
Tribe durin;} normal rosiness hours.

Section 3. Fom. All ordinances arrl resolutions shall be dated an::l
numl:ered, shall cite tI::.eappropriate o::mstitutional authority arrl shall include
a certificate sh~in;J the presence of a quorumand the numberof ~..rs votin;]
in favor of the proposed enact::rrent.

Section 4. Review. '!he Tribal Coun::il shall sul:mit Tribal laws an::l
enactments to the Sec:retary of the· Interior for his revierw, CC'l1'Ilel1tan::l
approvak only whenrequired to do so by Federal law. .

Section 1. Requirements. '!his Constitution maybe aIOO1"rledby a majority
vote of the qualified voters of the Tribe votin;} at an election called for that
purpose by the secretary of the Interior I. provided, that at least thirty
percent; (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in sudl election; b..rt no
amen::imentshall become effective unt.Ll, approved by the Secretary of the
Interior or unt.Ll,deemedapproved by the Sec:retary by operation of law. If the·
voters adopt the amen,:n:ent(s) , the Secretary of the Interior shall awrove
sum amerrlment(s) witJ"1...biforty-five (45) days after the election unless the
aroen::hrent(s) are 'contJ:~yto aw1icable law; if the Secretaryof···the Interior
takes no action within forty-five days, his approval shall l:e considered as
given.

Section 2. Requests for a Secretarial Election. It shall be the duty of
the Secretary of the Interior to callarxi hold an election on arrj Plopose::i
arrerrlment at the request of the Tribal Council, or uponpresentation of a
petition signed by thirty percent (30%)of the qualified voters of the Tribe •

.ARI'ICLE XVI - SAVINGS CIAUSE

All enactments of the Tribe adopted before the effective date of this
Constitution shall continue in full force and effect to the extent that they
are consistent with this Constitution •
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ARrICLE XVII - SEVmABILITY

If any proviaicn of this Constitution shall in the future be declared
invalid by a court of ~tent jurisdiction, the invalid provision or
provisions shall be severed arrl the rernai.nin;Jprovisions ~l contirnle in full
farce an:i effect.

ARrICLE XVIII - AOOPI'IOO OF o::NS'lTIUI'IOO

'Ihi.s Constitution, when adopted by a majority vote of the registered
voters of the Tril::e of the Rc\ln:i Valley Irrlian Reservation, california, votirq
at a' special election authorized by the Secretary of the Interior in \lJhich at
least, thirty percent (JO%) of those registered in accordancewith Secretarial
regulations to vote shall vote, shall be sul:mitted to the Secretary of the
Interior for his awroval and, if awroved by the Secretary of the Interior or
by operation of law, shall be effective fran the date of such approval•
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CERl'U'ICATE OF RESULTS OF ELEX:TION

Pursuant to a Secretarial election authorized by the Deputy Ccxmnissionerof
In:lian Affairs on April 22, 1994, the Constitution of the Ram:i Valley Irrlian
Tribes of california Was sul:mitt.ed to the qualified voters of the Covelo In:lian
Cornmunitv Qt.... the Rourrl Valley Reservation, am on '{-:3 -9.1/ , was
duly radCiPteyrsjoo' !ti by a vote of 9 J> (rn.nnl::er)for, am SIS (number)
againSE, am ~ (number) cast ballots foo:rrl separated or IIlltilated, in an
election in VJhich at least thirty percent (30%) of the ZZ 3 (number)
entitled to vote cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Irrlian
Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 stat. 984), as amended.

Election Board Member

Election Board Meml:er .. Election Board Member

c

~~'d.JQX) Election Board z.snber

Date:
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CERI'IFICATE OF APPROVAL

I, Patrick A. Hayes , Dep..Ity Camnissioner of In:lian Affairs, by virtue
of the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June
18, 1934 (48 stat. 984), am delegate::i to lIe by 230 O.M. 2.4, do hereby approve
the Constitution of the Rcmrl Valley In:lian Tribes. 'Ibis Constitution is
effective as of this dater ProvIDED, '!hat oot:h.irq in this approval shall be
construed as authorizirq any action under this document that would be contrary
to Federal law.

Actbg Dep..Ity Ccmnissioner of Irx:lian

Wa.sh.ington,O. C.

•. Date: SEP T 4 1994
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