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In Reply Refer To: 
RES 

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-500 
Sacramento, California 95814 

MAR 14 2019 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Distribution List: 

Enclosed is a copy of our notice of an application seeking acceptance. of title to real property "in 
trnst" by the United States of America for the Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa 
Rancheria, California. 

Said notice is issued pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations, Title 25, INDIANS and Parts 
151.10. We are seeking your comments regarding the proposed trnst land acquisition in order to 
· obtain sufficient data that would enable an analysis of the potential impacts on local government, 
which may result from the removal of the subject property from the tax roll and local 
jurisdiction. Pertinent information regarding the proposal is included in the enclosure. 

Sincerely, 

·~µfl~ 
fi I Troy Burdick · · ( ) · __;; 
~ ~- Superintendent 0 . 

13nclosure 



United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-500 
Sacramento, California 95814 

In Reply Refer To: 
RES. 

NOTICE OF (NON-GAMING) LAND ACQUISITION APPLICATION 

Pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 25, INDIANS, Part 151.10, notice is given of 
the application filed by the Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa Rancheria to have 

· real property accepted "in trust" for said applicant by the United States of America. The 
determination whether to acquire this property "in trust" will be made in the exercise of 
discretionary authority which is vested in the Secretary of the Interior, or his authorized 
representative, U.S. Department oflnterior. To assist us in the exercise of that discretion, we 
invite your comments on the proposed acquisition. In order for the Secretary to assess the impact 
of the removal of subject property from tax rolls, and if applicable to your organization, we also 
request that you provide the following information: 

(1) If known, the annual amount of property taxes currently levied on the subject 
property allocated to your organization; 

(2) Any special assessments, and amounts thereof, that are currently assessed against 
the property in support of your organization; 

(3) Any governmental services that are currently provided to the property by your 
organization and; . . 

( 4) If subject to zoning, how the intended use is consistent, or inconsistent with the 
zonmg. 

We provide the following information regarding this application: 

Applicant: 

Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa Rancheria 

Legal land description/site location: 

APN: 024-160-023-000 18.50 acres in Lemoore, CA 

Parcel 1 of that certain Parcel Map, in the County of Kings, State of California, in Book 19, Page 
38 of Maps, in the office of the county recorder of said county. 

APN: 024-160-024-000 18.69 acres in Lemoore, CA 

Parcel 2 of that certain Parcel Map, in the County of Kings, State of California, in Book 19, Page 
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38 of Maps~ in the office of the County Recorder of said County. 

"Exhibit 2: site maps 

Project description/proposed land use: 

The subject property consists of two· (2) parcels ofland with a total of 37.19 acres, more or less, 
commonly referred to as Kings County Assessor's Parcel Numbers 024-160-023-000 containing 
18.50 acres, and 024-160-024-000 containing 18.69acres. The parcels of land are contiguous to 
tribai trust property boundaries of the Santa Rosa Indian Community of Santa Rosa Rancheria. 

There is no immediate proposed change to any of the land use covered by this application. 

Current Use/Taxes and Zoning: 

APN: 024-160-023-000 
APN: 024-160-024-000 

18.50 acres Zoned: General Agriculture 
18.69 acres Zoned: General Agriculture 

Existing Easements/Encumbrances: 

Exhibit 1: Exceptions from Coverage 

Supplemental Data: 

As indicated above, the purpose for seeking your comments regarding the proposed trust land 
acquisition is to obtain sufficient data that would enable an analysis of the potential impact on 
local/state government, which may result from the removal of the subject property from the tax 
roll and local jurisdiction. 

This notice does not constitute, or replace, a notice that might be issued for the purpose of 
compliance with the National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. 

Your written comments should be addressed to the Bureau of Indian Affairs office listed at the 
top of this notice. Any comments received with thirty days of your receipt of this notice will be 
considered and made a part of this record. You may be granted one thirty day extension of time 
to furnish comments, provided you submit a written justification requesting such an extension 
with thirty days of receipt of this letter. Additionally, copies of all comments will be provided to 
. the applicant for a response. You will be notified of the decision to approve or deny the 
application. 

If any party receiving the enclosed notice is aware of additional governmental entities that may 
be affected by the subject acquisition, please forward a copy to said party or timely.provide our 
office with the name and address of said party. · 

A copy of the application, excluding any documentation exempted under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA), is available for review at the above address. A request to make an 
appointment to review the application, or questions regarding the application, may be directed to 
Realty Officer, Kimberly Yearyean at 916-930-3748. · 
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Sincerely, 

~~4£~ 
Troy Burdic{,. · LJ .) 
Superintendent · 

Enclosures 

cc: Distribution list 
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cc: BY CERTIFIED MAIL- RETURN RECEIPTS REQUESTED TO: 

Califomia State Clearinghouse (ten copies)- 7001 2510 0009 4494 7366 
Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, California 95812-3044 

Ms. Sara J. Drake, Deputy Attomey General - 7001 2510 0009 4494 7359 
State of Califomia 
Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 944255 
Sacramento, California 94244-2550 

Mr. Joe Dhillon- 7001 2510 0009 4494 7342 
Senior Advisor for Tribal Negotiations 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol Building, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Office of US Senator Harris - 7001 2510 0009 4494 7335 
112 Hart Senator Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Office of US Senator Feinstein- 7001 2510 0009 4494 7113 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Jim Costa, Senator- 7001 2510 0009 4494 7786 
State Capitol, Room 5100 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Representative Mike Levin- 7007 3020 0000 1879 2123 
1626 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Mr. Larry Spikes, Administrative Officer- 7007 3020 0000 1879 2130 
County of Kings . 
1400 West Lacey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 

Kings County Tax Assessor-7007 3020 0000 1879 2147 
1400 West Lacey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 

Honorable TJ Cox, Representative- 700125100009 4494 7779 
224 West Lacey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 



Kings County Plam1ing Department- 7001 2510 0009 4494 7755 
1400 West Lac.ey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 

Kings County Public Works-700125100009 4494 7748 
1400 West Lacey Blvd . 

. Hanford, California 93230 

Kings County Board of Supervisors - 7001 0009 2510 4494 7731 . 
1400 West Lacey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 

Kings County Tax Collector-700125100009 4494 7724 
1400 West Lacey Blvd. 
Hanford, California 93230 



Exhibit l: Execptions from Coverage 
APN: 024-160-023-000 
APN: 024- l 60-024-000 Title No.: FWVl-4101700093-LM 

AT THE DATE HEREOF, EXCEPTIONS TO COVERAGE IN ADDITION TO THE PRINTED EXCEPTIONS 
AND EXCLUSIONS IN SAID POLICY FORM WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Property taxes, which are a lien not yet due and payable, including any assessments collected with taxes 
to be levied for the fiscal year 2017-2018. 

2. The lien of supplemental taxes, if any, assessed pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 3.5 (Commencing 
with Section 75) of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of Calif~xnia. 

3. All rights to the public in and to all roads, avenues, canals, ditches and creeks located on, over and 
. across the herein described property; as disclosed on the plats of the County Tax Assessor of Kings 
County. 

4. Said land lies within the boundaries of the Improvement District shown below and is subject to any and 
all assessments levied thereunder. 

Name of District: Kings River Resource/Excelsior·Resource ConservatJon District 

5. Said land lies Within the boundaries of the Irrigation District shown below and is subject to any and all 
assessments levied thereunder. 

Name of District: Lemoore Irrigation District 

6. Covenants and restrictions imposed by a Land Conservation Contract executed pursuant to Section 
51200 et seq. California Government Code (Williamson Act) authorizing the establishment of agricultural 
preserves. The use .of the land within the preserve may be restricted by the contract to agricultural, 
recreational, open-space, and other approved compatible uses. 

Dated: 
Executed by: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

. Affects: 

December 7, 1982 
Esther Hanseth and the County of Kings 
December 22, 1982 
15791, in Book 1249, page 397, Official Records 
said land with other property 

Said contract is subject to the following document: 

Entitled: 
Recording Date: 

Notice of a Partial Non-RenewE)I of Land Conservation Contract No. 1842 
December 19, 2006 

Recording No.: 0637241, Official Records 

This document is subject to the review and approval of the Company's Corporate Underwriting 
Department. The Company reserves the right to add additional items and/or make ft.1rther requirements 
after such review. 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form -Modified (11.17.06) 
SCA0002402.doc / Updated: 12.07.16 4 

Printed: 02.09.17@ 12:40 AM by SS 
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EXCEPTIONS 
(continued) 

Matters contained in that certain document 

Entitled: 
Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Implementation of S8863 for Fiscal Year 2011/2012 . 
December 21, 2010 
December 22, 2010 
1022883, Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said document for full particulars. 

Matters contained in that certain document 

Entitled: 
Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Implementation of AB1265 for Fiscal Year 2012/2013 
December 22, 2011 
December 22, 2011 
1122446, Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said document for full particulars. 

Matters contained in that certain document 

Entitled: 
Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Implementation of AB1265 for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 
November 9, 2012 · 
November 13, 2012 
1221492, Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said document for full particulars. 

Said contract was amended by agreement 

Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

October 23, 2014 
October 24, 2014 
1415533 of Official Records 

Said contract was amended by agreement 

Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

November 2, 2015 
November 3, 2015 
1518161 of Official Records 

7. Matters contained in that certain document 

Title No.: FWVl-4101700093-LM 

Entitled: Notice, Disclosure and Acknowledgment of Agricultural Land Use Protection and 
Right to Farm Policies of the County of Kings · · 
Dated: February 14, 2007 
Recording Date: February 26, 2007 
Recording No.: 0705089, Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said document for full particulars. 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form - Modified (11.17 .06) 
SCA0002402.doc / Updated: 12.07.16 5 

Printed: 02.09.17@12:40AM bySS 
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EXCEPTIONS 
(continued) 

8. Matters contained in that certain document 

Entitled: 
Dated: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Implementation of AB1265 for Fiscal Year 2015/2015 
October 7, 2014 
October 24, 2014 
1415533, of Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said document for full particulars. 

9. Matters contained in that certain document 

Title No.: FWVl-4101700093-LM 

Entitled: 
Dated: 

Implementation of section 51244(b) for Fiscal Year-2016/2017 
October 13, 2015 

Recording Date: November 3, 2015 
Recording No.: 1518161, of Official Records 

Reference is hereby made to said docunient for full particulars. 

· 10. Discrepancies, conflicts in boundary lines, shortage in area, encroachments, or any other matters shown 
on 

Map: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Record of Survey 
August 4, 2014 
In Book 24, Page 97 of Maps 

11. The search did not disclose any open mortgages or deeds of trust of record, therefore the Company 
reserves the right to require further evidence to confirm that the property is unencumbered, and further 
reserves the right to make additional requirements or add additional items or exceptions upon receipt of 
the requested evidence. 

12. In order to complete this transaction the Company requires the following: 

Satisfactory evidence showing the due formation and continued existence of The Santa Rosa Racheria 
Tachi-Yokut Tribe, a federally recognized Indian Tribe as a legal entity under the laws of the State of 
California. 

The Company reserves the right to make additional requirements or add additional items or exceptions 
after review of the requested documentation. 

13. This Company will require information as to the type of entity, i.e., corporation, limited liability company 
or partnership, for the buyer named below: 

. Name of buyer: The Bureau of Indian Affairs 

The Company reserves the right to add additional items or make further requirements after review of the 
requested information. 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form - Modified {11.17.06) 
SCA0002402.doc / Updated: 12.07.16 · 6 

Printed: 02.09.17@ 12:40 AM by SS 
CA-SPS-1-17-FWVl-4101700093 



EXCEPTIONS 
(continued) 

Title No.: FWVl-4101700093-LM 

14. Any right, interest or claim that may exist, arise or be asserted against the Title under or pursuant to the 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act of 1930, as amended, 7 USC 499a et seq., the Packers and 
Stockyard Act of 1921, as amended, 7 USC 181 et seq., or any similar state laws. 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form - Modified (11.17 .06) 
SCA0002402.doc/ Updated: 12.07.16 

END OF EXCEPTIONS 
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Title No.: FWVl-4101700092-LM 

AT THE DATE HEREOF, EXCEPTIONS TO COVERAGE IN ADDITION TO THE PRINTED EXCEPTIONS AND 
EXCLUSIONS IN SAID POLICY FORM WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Property taxes, which are a lien not yet due and payable, including any assessments collected with taxes 
to be levied forthe fiscal year 2017-2018. · 

2. Property taxes, including any personal property taxes and any assessments collected with taxes are as 
follows: 

Code Area: 
Tax Identification No.: 
Fiscal Year: 
1st Installment: 
2nd Installment: 
Exemption: 
Land: 
Improvements: 
Personal Property: 

092-005 
024-160-024-000 
2016-2017 
$520.82 paid 
$520.82 open 
$0.00 
$75,208.00 
$1,760.00 
$0.00 

Prior to close of escrow, please contact the Tax Collector's Office to confirm all amounts owing, including 
current fiscal year taxes, supplemental taxes, escaped assessments and any delinquencies·. 

3. The lien of supplemental or escaped assessments of property taxes, if any, made pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 75) or Part 2, Chapter 3, Articles 3 and 4, 
respectively, of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of California as a result of the transfer of title 
to the vestee named in Schedule A or as a result of changes in ownership or new construction occurring 
prior to Date of Policy. 

4. All rights to the public in and to all roads, avenues, canals, ditches and creeks located on, over and across 
the herein described property, as disclosed on the plats of the County Tax Assessor of Kings County. 

5. Said land lies within· the boundaries of the Improvement District shown below and is subject to any and all 
assessments levied thereunder. 

Name of District: Kings River Resource/Excelsior Resource Conservation District 

6. Said land lies within the boundaries of the Irrigation District shown below and is subject to any and all 
assessments levied thereunder. 

Name of District: Lemoore Irrigation District 

7. Covenants and restrictions imposed by a Land Conservation Contract executed pursuant to Section 
51200 et seq. California Government Code (Williamson Act) authorizing the establishment of agricultural 
preserves. The use of the land within the preserve may be restricted by the contract to agricultural, 
recreational, open-space, .and other approved compatible uses. 

Dated: 
Executed by: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 
Affects: 

December 7, 1982 
Esther Hanseth and the County of Kings 
December 22, 1982 
15791, in Book 1249, page 397, Official Records 
said land with other property 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form - Modified (11.17.06) 
· SCA0002402.doc / Updated: 12.07.1.6 · 4 

. Printed: 02.22.17@ 09:16 AM by JG 
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EXCEPTIONS 
(continued) 

Title No.: FWVl-4101700092-LM 

Said contract is subject to the following document: 

Entitled: 
Recording Date: 
Recording No.: 

Notice of a Partial Non-Renewal of Land Conservation Contract No. 1842 
December 19, 2006 
0637241, Official Record.s 

This document is subject to the review and approval of the Company's Corporate Underwriting 
Department. The Company reserves the right to add .additional items and/or make further requirements 
after such review. 

8. The search did not disclose any open mortgages or deeds of trust of record, therefore the Company 
reserves th.e right to require further evidence to confirm that the property is unencumbered, and further 
reserves the right to make additional requirements or add additional items or exceptions upon receipt of 
the requested evidence. 

9. Right, title and interest of The Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Yokut Tribe. / 

10. Title is subject to all matters disclosed on the Title Status Report on file with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, whether or not the Title Status Report has been examined, certified otverified. 

11. Restrictions, including any restraint against alienation, as contained in the deed or federal patent and the 
Act authorizing the issuance thereof, under which title is vested. 

12. Notwithstanding Paragraph 5 of the Insuring Provisions, this policy does not insure (i) that the lien 
of the insured mortgage described in Schedule A may be foreclosed non-judicially pursuant to 
state law, nor (ii) in what court (federal, state or tribal) an action may be brought to foreclose the 
insured mortgage; nor will the Company pay costs, attorneys' fees or expenses to determine what 
court has jurisdiction to ·foreclose the insured mortgage. 

CLTA Preliminary Report Form - Modified (11.17.06) 
SCA0002402.doc / Updated: 12.07.16 

END OF EXCEPTIONS 
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· Exhibit I: Site maps 
APN: 024-160-023-000 
APN: 024-160-024-000 

_Chicago Title I Kings (CA) 

Owner 
CoOwner 
Site 
Mail 
Xfered 
Price 
LoanA.mt 
Lender 
Vesting 
MapGrid 
LandUse. 
Census 

Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 
Fireplace 
AirCond 
Units 
Stories 
Pool 

: Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Yokut Tribe 

: *no Site Address* 
: PO Box 8 Lemoore Ca 93245 
: 02/25/2014 Doc# : 2865 Multi-Parcel 
: $975,000 Full Deed : Grant Deed 

Loan 
IntTy 

: Corporation 

: 1100 Field Crops 
: Tract : 16.01 Block : 2 

BldgSqFt 
IstFlrSqFt 
2ndFlrSqFt 
BasementSF 
Garage Type 
GarageSqFt 
AddlRm SqFt 

m 
Chicag~ Title 

Parcel 
Land 

. Struct 
Other 
Total 
Exempt 
Type 
%Imprv 
% Owned 
TaxArea 
16-17 Tax 

Lot Acres 
LotSqFt 
LotDimen 
Year Built 
BldgMatl 
Bldg Shape 
Bldg Class 

: 024 160 023 000 
: $74,443 

: $74,443 

: Williamson Act 

: 100 
: 092005 
: $1,012.50 

: 18.50 
: 805,860 
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Infomiation compiled Ji-om various sources. Real Estate Solutions makes no representations 
or wan·anlies as to the accuracy or completeness of information contained in this report. 
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C!,icag"o Title I Kings (CA) 
Chicago Title 

Owner 
CoOwner 
Site 
Mail 
Xfered 
Price 
LoanAmt 
Lender 
Vesting 
MapGrid 
La.ndUse 
Census 

Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 
Fireplace 
AirCond 
Units 
Stories 
Pool 

@ 

: Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Y okut Tribe 

: *no Site Address* 
: PO Box 8 Lemoore Ca 93245 
: 02/25/2014 Doc# : 2865 Multi-Parcel 
: $975,000 Full Deed : Grant Deed 

Loan 
lntTy 

: Corporation 

: 1190 Field Crops/Misc Imp 
: Trad : 16.01 Block : 2 

BldgSqFt 
lstFlrSqFt 
2ndFlrSqFt 
BasementSF 
Garage Type 
GarageSqFt 
AddlRm SqFt 

Parcel 
Land 
Struct 
Other 
Total 
Exempt 
Type 
%lmprv 
%Owned 
TaxArea 
16-17 Tax 

Lot Acres 
LotSqFt 
LotDimen 
Year Built 
Bldg Mat! 
Bldg Shape 
Bldg Class 

KINGS COUNTY ASSESSOR'S MAP 

SEC'S. 35 & 36-19-20 

JACOB RANCHO ,@ 
n:i~co!, , 92-2 

S/INTo\ROSA L'iDIAM 

\ 

@ II 

s.:noN JS / 
'~~- ', ·.:.•~'..::-·~- ~;JI 

" @ 
4C!.OO 

I ~) 

: 024 160 024 000 
: $75,208 
: $1,760 

: $76,968 

: Williamson Act 
:2 
:100 
: 092005 
: $1,041.64 

: 18.69 
: 814,136 
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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior 

Til,Jm, 11ml H.t>c:o!'tl:i OfJkt•:i a.re clo1i
ignH.l,o(! H-8 Oort.Hying- Offieers J'or 1.lliH 
purpose. When a copy or reproduction 
of n. Lit.le document. ii; ::i.ut.hont,ic11.Lcd hy 
tlrn official seal aml ucrLHied by a Man
ager. Land Titles and Records Office. 
Lhc copy Ol' t'Cpl'OclucLion shall be ad
mi tt,ecl into evidence the same as t11e 
orig·inal from whiuh it was mado. The 
fees for furnishing· suuh uertified copies 
arc established by a uniform fee sullecl
ule applicable to all constituent unit,s 
of tlrn Department of the Interior and 
pubUshed in 43 CFR part 2. appemlix A. 

§ 150.11 Disclosure of land records, 
title documents, and title reports. 

(a) The usefulness of a Lane! Tit.les 
and Records Office depends in large 
measure on the ability of the public to 
consult the records contained therein. 
It is therefore, the policy of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to allow access to 
land recorcls ancl title clocuments un
less such access would violate the Pri
vacy Act, 5 U.S.O. 552a or othe1· law re
stricting- access to such records, or 
there are strong poliuy gl'Ounds for de
nying access where such acuess is not 
required. by the Freed.om of Informa
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. It shall be the 
policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
that. unless specifically authorized, 
monetary considerations will not be 
disclosed insofar as leases of tribal 
land are concerned. 

(bl Before disclosing· informa.tion 
concerning a.ny living individual, the 
Manager, Lancl Titles and Records Of
fice, shall consult 5 U.S.C. 552a(b) and 
the notice of routine users then in ef
fect to determine whether the informa
tion may lJe released without the writ
ten consent of the person to whom it 
pertains. 

PART 151-LAND ACQUISITIONS 

Sec. 
151.1 Purpose and scope. 
151.2 Definitions. 
151.3 Land acquisition policy. 
151.1 Acquisitions in trust of lands owned in 

fee by an Indian. 
151.5 Trust acquisitions in Oklahoma. llllcler 

section 5 of the LR.A. 
151.6 Exchanges. 
151. 7 Acquisition of fractional interests. 
151.8 Tribal consent for nonmember acquisi-

tions. 

§ 151.1 

1/il.!J H.l'C!llllSlX J'o1• Hl)f)l'OVIII or aeq11i,;Jl,iu11x. 
l/il.10 On-rt•sln·vitlion auq11l:ill\onH. 
lf,l.11 Ol'r·l'OSOl'VaLiun acquiiiiLiOllll. 
lfil.12 AcLion on 1·er1m•sl.s. 
1r,1.1:l 'Pi 1,lc cxamilrn.l,ion. 
151.1•1 I•'ormalizaLion oJ' aci:PpLanco. 
lfll.15 Informa.Lion collm,lion. 

AU'l'IIOH l'IT: R.8. 161: 5 U.S.C. 301. lllLCl'!}t'eL 
or apply 16 SLal. 1106. ai, amenclecl: 16 SLal. 
1171. as a.mended: 18 Stal. 985, as amemlud: 49 
8taL. 1967. 1tis amended. 53 SLaL. 1129: 63 Stat,. 
60/i: 69 SLaL. 392. as amended: 70 Stat. 290. as 
ammdcd: 70 St1it. 626: 75 Stat. 505: 77 SLat. 
319: 78 StaL. 389: 78 SLaL. 747: 83 SLaL. 174, as 
aml.'ncle.cl. 82 Stat. 881: 84 SLa.t 120: 84 Stat. 
1871: 86 SLa.L. 216; 86 SLaL. 530: 86 SLat. 744: 88 
SLa.l,. 78: 88 Sl,aL. 81: 88 Sta.L. 1716: 88 Stat. 
2203: 88 Stat. 2207; 25 U.S. C. 2. 9. 409a.. 450h. 
151, 16•1, 165. '187, 188, 189, 501, 502, 573, 571, 576, 
608, .608a, 610, 610a. 622. 621, 610t1-I0, 1166, 1195, 
and other authorizing acts. · 
. Citbss Rm,1mENCE: For regulations pe.r

tainin1r to: The inheritance of interests in 
tnist or restricted land. see parts 15. 16. and 
17 of this title aucl 43 CFR part 4: the pm
chase of lands under the BIA Loan Guaranty, 
Insurance ancl Interest Subsicly program, see 
part 103 of this title: the exchange anti parti
tion of tmst ot· restricted lands, see part 152 
or this titlo; laml a.uquisitions authorizcll lly 
tho Inllian Sol l'-Deto1·minatio11 a.nu Eclu
cation Assista.nco Act, soo parts 900 and 276 
of this titlo; the acquisition of allotments on 
Lho public domain or in n.aUonal forests, soc 
43 CPR parL 2530; the acquisition of NaUve 
alloLme.nts and Native townsiLe lots in Alas
ka., see 13 Cii'R parts 2561 and 2564; the acqui
sition of lands 1Jy Indians with funds bor
rowed Irom the Farmers Home Administra
tion, see 7 CFR part 1823, subpart N: the ac- · 
quisi tion of land by purchase or exchange for 
members of the Osage Tribe not having cer
tificates of competency, see §§117.8 and 158.54 
of this title. 

SOUR.CF.: 45 1"R 62036, Sept. 18, 1980, unless 
oLherwise noted. Redesignatecl at 4.7 I<'R 13327, 
Mar. 30, 1982. 

§ 151.1 Purpose and scope. 

These regulations set forth the au
thodties; policy, and procedures gov
erning the acquisition of land by the 
Unitecl States in trust status for indi
vidual Inclians and LrilJes. Acquisition 
of land by individual Indians and tribes 
in fee simple status is not covered by 
these regulations even though such 
lancl may, by operation of law, be helcl 
in restricted status following acquisi
tion. Acquisition of land in trust status 
by inheritance or escheat is not cov
ered by these regulations. These reg·u
lations do not cover the acquisition of 
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§ 151.2 

la.rnl in l,1·usl, st,a.l,us .in t.lw 81.a I,!' of 
Ala:;;k11.. oxce11!, 11.CqL1i:;;it.iom; for Llrn 
Mc thl.lrnL!a. Indian Comm uni Ly of 1,hn 
AnnoLLe faland Rmmrvv oi· iL moml>cH·s. 

§ 151.2 Definitions. 
(a) Secrelar!f mei1.ns Lhe SecrcLary of 

L11c InLerim· or auLhorir.ecl represenLa
t.ivc. 

(bl 'l'ribe mci:ms any Incli11,n tribe, 
band. nation. pueblo, communit,y, 
ra.ncheria. colony, or other g-roup of In
dians, inclucling- the Metlaka.tla Indian 
Community of I.he AnnetLe Island Re
sorvc, which is recognized by tho Sec
retary as elig·ible for the special p1·0-
grams aml services from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. For purposes of acc1uisi
tions matle under the authority of 25 
U.S.C. 488 antl 489, or other statutory 
authority which specifically authmizes 
trust acquisitions for such c01·pora
tions, "Tribe" also means a corpora
tion chartered under sect.ion 17 of Lhe 
Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 988; 25 
U.S.C. 477) or section 3 of the Act of 
June 26, 1936 (49 Stat. 1967; 25 U.S.c.· 
503). 

(cl Individual Indian means: 
(1) Any person who is an enrolled 

member of a tribe; 
(2) Ariy person who is a descendent of 

such · a member and said descendant 
was, on June 1, 1934, physically residing 
on a federally recognizecl Indian res
ervation; 

(3) Any other person possessing· a 
total of one-half or more degree Indian 
blood of a tribe; 

(4) For purposes of a.cquisiLions out.
side of the State of Alaska. Individual 
Indian also means a person who meets 
the qualifications of paragraph (cJ(l), 
(2), or {3) of this section where ''Tribe" 
includes any Alaska Native Village or 
Alaska Native Group which is recog
nized by the Secretary as eligible for 
the special prog-rams and services from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

(d) Trust land or land in trust status 
means land the title to which is held in 
trust by the United States for an incli
vidual Indian or a tribe. 

(e) Restricted land or lancl in restricted 
status means land the title to which is 
held by an individual Indian or a tribe 
and which ca.n only be alienatecl or en
cumbered by tl1e owner with the ap
proval of the Secretary because of limi-

25 CFR Ch. I (4-1-14 Edition) 

l,a.t.ions con La.in Pel in l,Jw oonvff.vanc:o in
sL1·umcn L pu 1·sua.nL Lo l•'etlcl'al law or 
llccausc of a 1~edcral law direut.ly im
pm;ing- such limi Lat.ions. 

(J') Unless another tlcfiniLion is re
quil'ecl by the act of Oong'l'ess autho1·
izing- a partiGuJaJ· LrusL acquisition. In
diem resen>alion means t,hat area of land 
ovet· which Lhe tribe is recognized by 
Lhc UniLecl SLates as having- govern
mental jurisdiction, except that, in the 
St,a.t,o of Oklahoma. or where there has 
been a final judicial tletermination 
that a reservation has been clisestab-
1 ishecl or climinishocl. /11dia11 reservcilio'/1 
means that area of land constituting 
the former reservation of the tribe a.s 
defined by the Secretary. 

(g·) Land means real property or any 
interest therein. 

<h) 'I'rib1il consolida.lion area means a 
specific area of land with respect to 
which the tribe ha.s prepared, and the 
Secretary has approved. a plan for the 
acqllisi tion of lancl in trust status foi' 
the tribe. 
[15 FR 62036, Sept. 18, 1980, as a.menclocl at 60 
FR. 32879, .June 23. 1995] 

§ 151.3 Land acquisition policy. 
Lancl not held in trust or restricted 

status may only be acquired for an· in
diviclual. Inclian or a t.ribe in t..rust sta
t.us when such acquisition is aut.horized 
by an act of Congress. No a.cquisition of 
land in trust status, including a trans
fer of land already held in trust or re
stricted status, shall be valid unless 
the acquisition is approved by the Sec
retary. 

(a) Subject to the provisions con
tained in the acts of Congress which 
auLhorizc land acquisitions, lancl may · 
be acquired for a tribe in trust status: 

(1) When the property is located 
within the exterior boundaries of the 
tribe's reservation or adjacent thereto. 
or within a tribal consolidation area; 
or 

(2) When the tribe already owns an 
interest in the land; or 

(3) W11en the Secretary determines 
that the acquisition of the land is nec
essary to facilitate tribal self-deter
mination, economic development, or 
Indian housing. 

(b) Subject to the provisi011s con
tained in the acts of Congress which 
authorize land acquisitions or holding 
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la.ncl in t.nrn1, or res1,1·icf,cHl s!.a.1,us. land 
·ma.y be a.cc1uiretl l'or an imlivi tllrn.1 In
clia.11-fo t1·ust status: 

(1) When Lhe land is loc:aLed wiLhin 
the exterior boundaries of an Indian 
reservation, or adjacent !,hereto; or 

(21 When the land is a.lready in LrusL 
01· l'estrietec1 status. 

§ 151.4 Acquisitions in trust of lands 
owned in fee by am Indian. 

Unrestricted land owned by an indi
vidual Indian or a tribe may be con
veyecl in to trust status. incl u cling· a 
conveyance to trust for the owner. sub
ject to the provisions of this part. 

§ 151.5 Trnst acquisitions in Oklahoma 
under section 5 of the I.R.A. 

In addition to· acquisitions for trioes 
which clid not reject the provisions of 
the Indian Reorganization Act ancl 
their members, land may be acquirecl 
in trust status for an individual Indian 
or a tribe in the State of Oklahoma 
under section 5 of the Act of June 18. 
1934 (48 Stat. 985; 25 U.S.C. 465). if such 
acquisition comes within the terms of 
this part. This authority is in addition 
to all oLher sLaLuLpry authority for 
such an acquisition. 

§ 151.6 Exchanges. 
An individual Indian or tribe may ac

quire land in trust status by exchange 
if the acquisition comes within the 
terms of this part. The disposal aspects 
of an exchange are governed by part 152 
of this title. · 

§ 151.7 Acquisition of fractional inter• 
ests. 

Acquisition of a fractional land inter
est by an individual Indian or a tribe in 
trust status can be approved by the 
Secretary only if: 

(a) The buyer already owns a frac
tional interest in the s·ame parcel of 
land;or 

(b) The interest being acquired by the 
buyer is in fee sta.tus; or 

(c) The buyer offers to purchase the 
remaining undivided trust or restricted 
interests in the parcel at not less than 
their fair market value; or 

(d) There is a. specific law which 
grants to the particular buyer the 
right to purchase an undivided interest 
or interests in trust or restricted land 

§151.10 

wit,hciut, offel'ing- f,o purc:lmso a.ll or Htwh 
int.c!'ests; 01· 

<cl 'l'hc owner of a ma.joriLy of Lhc re
maining· L!'ust, DI' 1·esL!'icLetl .inLcresLs in 
Ll10 parcel consent in writing- Lo t.he ac

. quisiLion by the buyer. 

§ 151.8 T.l'ibal consent for nonmember 
acquisitions. 

An individual Indian 01· tribe may ac
quire land in Lrust status on a reserva
Lion other than its own only when the 
g·overning- body of the tribe having- ju
L'isdiction over such reservation con
sents in writing to the acquisition; pro
vided. that such consent shall not be 
required if the individual Indian or the 
tribe already owns an undivided trust 
or restrict.eel int,crcst in the parcel of 
laml to be acquired. 

§ 151.9 Requests fo~· approval of acqui
sitions. 

An individual Indian or tribe desiring 
to acquire land in trust status shall file 
a written request for approval of such 
acquisition with the Secretary_ The re
quest need not be in any special foi·m 
but shall set out the identity of the 
parties, a description of the land to be 
acquirecl, .and other information which 
wotild show that the acquisition comes 
within the terms of this part. 

§ 151.10 On-reservation acquisitions. 

Upon receipt of a written request to 
have lands taken in trust, the Sec
retary will notify the state and local 
governments having regulatory juris
diction over tl1e land to be acquired, 
unless the acquisition is mandated by 
legislation. The notice will inform the 
state or local government that each 
will be given 30 days in which to pro
vide written comments as to the acqui
sition's potential impacts on regu
latory jurisdiction, real property taxes 
and special assessments. If the state or 
local govermnent responds within a 30-
day period, a copy of the comments 
will l)e provided to the applicant, who 
will be given a reasonable time in 
which to reply and/or request that the 
Secretary issue a decision. The Sec
retary will consider the following cri
teria in evaluating requests for. the ac
quisition of land in trust status when 
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§151.11 

t,ho la.ncl 18 ·1ooat.ed wll,hin or oont,ig
twus Lo a.n Intlian 1·cscn·va.tion. a.nd Lho 
acquisiLion is not manclatctl: 

(a) 'l'hc cxisLence of sLaLu t.ory a.u
LhoriLy for Lhe acquisi(,ion and any 
limitations conLained in sueh au Lhor-
i~: . 

{b > 'rile need of Lhc individual Indian 
or Lhe tribe for addiLional land; 

(c) 'l'hc purposes for which Llw laud 
will be used; · 

(tl) II the land is Lo be aequiretl for an 
indivitlua.1 Indian, Lllo amount, of LrusL 
or rest1·ictecl land alrea(ly owned by or 
for Lhat individual antl Ll1e dcg-rce Lo 
which he needs assistanuc in handling 
his a.ffairs; 

{el If the land to be acquired is in tm
restricted fee status, the impact on the 
St,at,c a11d iLs poliLical suhclivisions re
sulLing from the removal of the land 
from the tax rolls; 

(fl Jurisdictional problems and po
tential conflicts of land 11se wl1ich may 
arise; and 

(gl If the lana to be acquired is in fee 
status, whether the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs is equipped to clischarge the ad
ditional responsibilities resulting from 
the acquisition of the lancl in trust sta
tus. 

(h) The extent to which the applicant 
has provided informaLion thaL allows 
the Secretary Lo comply with 516 DM 6, 
appendix 4, Nationa.l Environmenta.l 
Policy Act Revised Implementing Pro
cedures, and 602 DM 2, Land Acquisi
tions: Haza.rdous Substances Deter
minations. (For copies. write to the De
partment of the Interior, Bureau of In
dian Affairs, Branch of Environmental 
Services, 1849 C Street NW., Room 4525 
MIB, Washington, DC 20240.) 

145 FR 62036, Sept. 18, 1980, as amended at 60 
FR 32879, June 23, 1995] 

~ 151.11 Off-reservation acquisitions. 
The Secretary s.hall consider the fol

lowing requirements in evalua.ting trib
al requ~sts for the acquisition of lands 
in trust status, when the land is lo
cated outsicle of and noncontiguous to 
the tribe's reservation, and the acquisi
tion is not mandated: 

(a) The criteria listed in §151.10 (a) 
throug·h (c) and (e) through (h); 

(b) .The location of the lancl rela,tive 
to state boundaries, ancl its distance 
from the !Jdundaries of the tribe's res-

25 CFR Ch. I (4-1-14 Edition) 

t,rvn t.ion. slrn.11 lw considerecl as follows: 
as 1,he tlisl,a.ncc J.iel,weon Lile l,1·ibo's ros
ct·va Lion a,nd Lhe land Lo be acquirctl in
rn·ciM;c:;, tho Sct:rct.a.ry shall give great.
er scrut.iny Lo the Ll'ibe's justific:ation 
of antic:ipat,e{l benefits from the acqui
siLion. The Scm·et,ary shall give greater 
weight to tllc concerns raised pursuant 
Lo parag·L·aph (cl} of this section. 

(c) Vlhere land is being acquired for 
business purposes. the tribe shall pro
vide a. plaJ1 which spec.Mies the antiei.
pated ecoi1omic benefits associated 
with the proposed use. 

<d) Contact wiLh state ancl local gov
ernments pursuant to §151.10 (c) a.nd (f) 
sllall be completed as follows: Upon re
ceipt of a tribe's written request to 
have lands taken in trust, the Sec
retary shall notify the state and local 
govemments having regulatory juris
diction over the land to be acquired. 
The notice shall inform the state anc1 
local government that each will be 
given 30 clays in which to provicle writ
ten comment as to the acqt1isition's po
tential impacts on regulatory jurisdic
tion, real p1·operty taxes and special as
sessments. 

[60 FR 32879, Juno 23, 1995, as amumlecl at 60 
FR 48894, Si,pt. 21, 1995] 

§ 151.12 Action on requests. 

(a) The Secretary shall review each 
reqtrnst and may request any addi
tional information or justification 
deemed necessary to reach a decision. 
· (bl The Secretary's clecision to ap

prove or deny a request shall be in 
writing and· state the reasons f<:>r the 
decision. 

(c) A decision made by the Secretary, 
or the Assistant Secretary-Indian Af
fairs purnuant to delegated authority, 
is a final agency action under 5 U.S.C. 
704 upon issuance. 

(1) If the Secretary or Assistant Sec
retary denies the request, the Assist
ant Secretary shall promptly provide 
the applicant with the clecision. 

(2) If the Secretary or Assistant Sec
retary approves the request, the Assist-
ant Secretary shall: . 

(il Promptly provide the applicant 
with the decision; 

(ii) Promptly publish in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER a notice of the decision to ac
quire land in trust under this part; ancl 
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(ilil Immecliaf.ely fwquiro l.lrn la.Jl{l in 
LrnRL uncler § 151.11 on m· afLe1· Lho claLc 
such t1ecision is isRuet1 and u.1io11 fulfill
ment. of Lhe requiremenLs o[ §151.13 ancl 
any other Departmental requirements. 

(dl A tlecision made by a Bureau of 
Indian Affairs official pursuant to dele
g·ated authority is not a final ag·ency 
action of the Department under 5 
U.S.C. 704 until administrative rem
eclies are exhaustecl under part 2 of this 
chapter or until the time for filing a 
notice of appeal has expired and no ad
ministrative appeal has been filecl. 

(ll If the official denies the request. 
the official shall promptly provide the 
applicant with the decision and notifi
cation of any right to file an adminis
trative appeal under part 2 of this 
cl1apter. 

(2) If the official approves the re
quest, the official shall: 

(i) Promptly provide the applicant 
with the decision; 

(iiJ Promptly provide written notice 
of the decision and the right, if any, to 
file an administrative appeal of such 
decision pursuant to pai't 2 of this 
chapter, by mail or personal delivery 
to: 

(A) Interested parties who have.made 
themselves known, in writing, to Lhe 
official prior to the decision being 
made; and 

(Bl The State and local governments 
having regulatory jurisdiction over the 
land to be acquired; 

(iii) Promptly publish a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation serv
ing the affected area of the decision 
and the right, if any, of interested par
ties who did not make themselves 
known, in writing, to the official to file 
an administrative appeal of the deoi
sion under part 2 of this chapter; and 

,,,«'"'.(~it'inmediately acquire the land in 
,,<''.~- ir:u.it '1u:'!ii~JJ:i§ 151.14 upon expiration of 

f • · the time for'f1hng a notice of appeal or 
upon exhaustiq.n of administrative 
remedies under part 2 of this title, and 
upon the fulfillm~nt of the require
ments of §151.13 ancl any other Depart
mental i·equirements. 

(3) The administrative appeal period 
under part 2 of this chapter begins on: 

(i) The date of receipt of written no
tice by the applicant or interested par
ties entitled to notice under. para-

§ 151.15 

g-mphs (tl>(l> a.JUI (cl)l2Hiil of l,his scn
Lion; · 

(iil The LlaLe of first publication of 
Lllc 1i0Ucc for unknown inLcrested pa.r
ties uncler pai·agraph (d)(2l{iiil of this 
section. 

{'1) Any parLy who wishes Lo scok ju
dicial review of an official's decision 
must first exhaust administrative i·em
etlies under 25 CFR pa.rt 2. 

[78 Ii'R 67937. Nov. 13. 20131 

§ 151.13 Title examination. 
If the Secretary cletermines that he 

will approve a request for the acquisi
tion of land from unrestricted fee sta
Lus to Lrust. sLat.us, he shall acquire, or 
require the applicant to furnish. title 
evidence meeting the Standards For The 
Preparation of '/'ille Evidence In Land Ac
q,uisilions by. the United States, issued by 
the U.S. Department of Justice. After 
having the title evidence examIDed, the 
Secretary shall notify the applicant of 
any liens, encumbrances, or infirmities 
which may exist. The Secretary may 
require the elimination of any such · 
liens, encumbrances, or infirmities 
prior to tall:ing final approval antion on 
the acquisition ancl he shall require 
elimination prior to such approval if 
the lie11s, encumbrances, or infirmities 
make title to the land unmarketable. 
[45 FR 62036, Sept. 18, 1980. Redesignated at 
60 FR 32879, :June 23, 1995) 

§ 151.14 Formalization of acceptance. 
Formal acceptance of land in trust 

status shall be accomplished by the 
issuance or approval of an instrument 
of conveyance by the Secretary as is 
appropriate in the circumstances, 
[45 FR 62036, Sept. 18, 1980. Redesignated at 
60 FR 32879, June 23, 1995] 

§ 151.15 Inf01·mation collection. 
(a) The information collection re

quirements contained in §§ 151.9; 151.10; 
151.ll(c), and 151.13 have been approved 
by the Office of Manag·ement and Budg
et under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and as
signed clearance number 1076-0100. This 
information is being collected to ac
quire land into trust on behalf of the 
Indian tribes and individuals, and· will 
be used to assist the Secretary in mak
ing a determination. Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit. 
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