
J(i!iuar;y29, 2007

Honorable Duncan Hunter
United States G ss
11670 Con1eli
EJCajof1,CA 92020

I Url~i:i . Iy sjfhe or anoryour cotleagueSirecayhaV?, ~ived a
,letter from1ilgro4P"calHng.itselfthe Deh~aCommuni!rCounci1, alleging th?tthe SYcuanBand of
thel<u . ". Nation {·~¥cuan")$omel:!ow has acted 1teceptiVely or irresponsibly in connecfjon with

inwi ' in:?{)04pf 82,8~acresotJapgai4ja~nt
p'~rchasedin

t want you to know that these letters are but the latest salvo in what seems to be an on:::he.strate.d
campaign ~y a fewlndiVld~al$ lOUSe factval misrepres~ntatioosandqis.tortions tofpment hQstilfty
. Band~nd,ury~ermjnli1 the clpse,.PQsilive Wi1~iJ'jg , thatthE1qYcU(lO .

. toxlevelopand' maintain with its neighbotsirrth . Valley a[1<il
elsewnerein SanDiego county. 'I w01Jld like to take this opportunity to set the record straight as it
rel,ates to thealleg.ations made In this letteL

TI1~A¢cusatlon~Aire·alatant!}fFalse

TheinflammatolY feiterfrom the Dehesa ValleyCommunrTy Council cont~ins,sever<ltseriQl:Is
.anegatrons,that are blatanUy false in fact, and legally incorrect. The letter cttes to federal starues arrd

. ing()~'1T1~~tas 'aOOsisfOr the Claim that5ycuanactet1 i ~..'Iieelto
reg,(;lrolngthe 2004>aplllieaijonwrtnJsfstams forth~

accusatioR'ihat Sytuan aQtedrlecepuvely In applying to have those adjacentj~nds into
federal trust status is not merely a baseless insuW to our Tribe'sinlegmy, but also is demonstrably
false. The fact is that Sycuan's 81lplieation to the Department oHlle h1terior stilted that the land was
not to be used forSaming, and in fact the laM Isnat being used fOr gaming, A parking garage is I10t
defined as 'saming" by the federal regulations under which the land was taken into trust.

A parking garage certainly cons~tutes a "prujec[" within the meaning of Sycuan's existing
ComPact; that is why, pursuant to §1O} of its Compact, Syeuan conducted an exhaustive
environmental review ofthatpmjootcompiete wllh public commentanclconsultation With the County
of San Diego; in fu!! compliance with its obligations to assess the potential adverse impacts of its
project on the off-ReseNation environment. and to make good-faith effbrts to fully m~igate any such
impacts,
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Ifand when Sycuanseek& to cOnvey this land into trustSycuanwJlI have tofo!lPw the ~n!Jre
Department of thelnleriqrs prescribed proeedures, including compliance with NEPA.8efore
constructing any gC:lrYlingfacilities on this, land., Sycl:lan also would Maveta comp1Y with the
environmental impact assessment and mitigation requirements of llsgarning Compact If the.
legjslfl~re ranfiesandthe Secretary ofthe!nteriorap~rpves theaflJended that
and GovemorSc~warzeneggli!rsfgnedin,4,ugn$t,200o, Syclian not only have
a fun environmental review of f!1epropoS6!!lproject, but also enter into a . . and enfo~eabte
agrooment with San Diego COunty to mitigate any adverse impacts on the off"ReseNcmon
environment or locaJ'flovemment seNicesattributabJe to the new casino proJect As it always has,
Sycuan stands ready to pay its fair share to mitigate any off-ReseNation impacts its gaming activities
may cause .
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Phn Mogen. Cnairman. Natrohallndian GamingCommission
G~e Skibine, Office,of !ndlan Gaming Management
AndfeaLyn .legal Affairs,Secr;etary
. "\+$9$1 AffafljiSectetary
RoBert M meyGenetal.c-Indian taw and Gaming Unit
SaraDraJ<l1iSupervisihg Deputy Attomey General -Indian Law and Gaming Unit
Chandra Waller, Depl;lty Chief Administrative Officer, County of San Diego
San fDiego County CO!1-f)ressiona!Delegation
San Diego County S~teLegjslativeDelegation
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