
 

 

 
 

1

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DECLARATION OF GEORGE GHOLSON 

I, George Gholson, declare and state as follows: 
 
1. I am the Chairman of the Timbisha Shoshone Tribal Council.  I have personal 

knowledge of the matters set forth below and hereby affirm that the following is accurate and 

true to the best of my knowledge. 

2. I recall stories about my great-grandparents when the anthropologist Julian 

Steward came to our area doing research.  They told the story that Steward bought them a bag of 

groceries in appreciation.  He thought they didn’t have any food, but they didn’t use it because 

they ate off the land. 

3. My mother and father have told me stories about when the Naval Air Weapons 

Station China Lake was established and her family was forced to relocate away from their family 

home. 

4. I have spoken with members of the Hanson family about the fee land they own 

which was once known as Indian Rancheria, and they have informed me that they have no 

interest in selling the land to the Tribe or to the United States to be held in trust for the Tribe.   

5. The Lida Ranch was previously for sale, but it was taken off the market in 2014.  

See attached real estate search results for Lida Ranch. 

6. I receive an invitation from the City of Ridgecrest every year for the Tribe to send 

representation to the annual petroglyph festival.  The first year they had it the Mayor of the City 

came and met with me to discuss it. 

I declare under penalty of perjury the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

personal knowledge.  Executed on this 22nd day of September, 2016 at Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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           George Gholson 

Chairman 
Timbisha Shoshone Tribe 
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